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“Moshe would speak,” etc. Now, Avraham is the man of Chesed (kindness) and of water: “Remem-
ber the father,” etc. Water makes [things] grow, like milk, which makes the infant grow,
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and this is the intellect (mochin) of nursing (yenikah), for through nursing the infant’s limbs grow.

And this is the raising of lights within vessels: through an abundance of lights the vessels grow —

Chesed of Chesed, Gevurah (restraint) of Chesed, etc. — and the interinclusion of Chesed and

Gevurah, etc.
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For behold, “And Avraham called in the Name of Havayah, G-d of the world”: he called and drew
the Name Havayah down into the world, so that it would be revealed.
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Because in the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), He said to His world,

“Enough,” and only in the higher worlds was there revelation, while below there was concealment.
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And Avraham drew [it] down so that it would be revealed below as well, through calling in the Name
of Havayah, and “the souls that they had made in Charan,” the three hundred and eighteen, etc., to

plant faith in their hearts, etc., and acts of kindness: “And he planted an eshel (tamarisk),” etc.
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Yet all this is not in proportion to the action above, for in order to draw down below, he had to draw

down from above.
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And through this there was an addition of lights in the World of Atzilus (Emanation), as in “And
David made a name”: for the Names that may not be erased are the life-force of the emotive attrib-
utes (middos) — Kel, Elokim, etc. — Chesed (kindness), and Chesed of Chesed, etc. — through “go-
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ing and journeying,” “running and returning,” and through acts of kindness, etc.
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And as my teacher the Maggid, of blessed memory, said on [the verse|] “When they stood, they let
down their wings”: when they stand in prayer, the angels let down their love and awe, for they fall

from their level in comparison with the drawings-down of love and awe below.
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At first glance this is not understood: surely the awe below is material and clothed in a body, etc.
Rather, [it is|] through drawing down a new light,
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for in arousing love and awe that did not exist before, one draws down from above, and this draw-
ing down comes by way of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), by way of the world of the
angels. And when this drawing down of awe comes from above, then “they let down their wings,”

because it is a new light for them.
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And in this way Avraham drew down, above, the growth of the lights in the vessels (nine times nine
is eighty-one, for the Sefiros from Chochmah downward are nine; and three times eighty-one is
243; and [with] the five Chasadim, 248).
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The Holy One, blessed be He, heals the sick, for every cause cleaves to its own cause, but “I am

asleep” in exile, and therefore she is “sick with love” because of the concealment and hiding; and

drawing down the revelation is the healing.
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And “the Holy One, blessed be He, puts on tefillin,” to be Chochmah (wisdom), for “You have made
(asisa) them all with wisdom”: the level of Asiyah (Action), in order to be the level of Chochmah,
that is, to bestow the flow. “Puts on tefillin” is an expression of binding and joining from above
downward. And therefore, what is written in them? “Who is a great nation,” etc.
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For the main bestowal of Chochmabh is for the sake of Israel, to draw the level of Chochmah into
them, into their souls. For an angel is a messenger, in whom and through whom the flow of

Chochmabh is bestowed, but the main, intended purpose is for the sake of Israel.
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Now, all this is the matter of Avraham. But Moshe our teacher, peace be upon him, drew down even
below, into [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (Creation, Formation and Action). That is:
Avraham is the Chesed (kindness) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), but “there is Chesed and
there is Chesed,” etc.
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And Moshe, “for from the water,” etc., [is from]| the first Shemitah (and there are opinions about
this: whether [it was] a complete Shemitah of seven thousand years, or [whether] the World of Tohu
is called a Shemitah, as explained in the writings of the Arizal), only that he was drawn down below,
into the World of Atzilus.
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Therefore he drew down: “And he called: Havayah, Havayah,” which refers to Moshe, that he

called and drew down from the mazalos, to be Abba (Chochmah) of Atzilus, for Abba draws from

the eighth mazal, etc.
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And this is from above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), as is known concerning the
chain of descending worlds: by way of analogy, from Chochmah (wisdom) comes understanding

and the emotive attributes (middos), and from the emotive attributes, thought, etc.
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Now, relative to the chain of descending worlds, spirituality is far from physicality, like a physical
deed compared with spiritual speech. But above the chain of descending worlds there is no com-

parison, etc., and spirituality and physicality are truly equal.

170 MW TRYNRD URbRw MYT 20 MYT PR 03 wUR0 9102 (r o] 7170 N2 7Y Iwn MU
.0IP1 02N RY TunD ahynhn

And Moshe drew this down through the level of Mah (“what”), self-nullification (bittul), as it is writ-
ten, “For Havayah is a G-d of knowledges”: two knowledges, that from below upward is the same as

from above downward, since it takes up no space.
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Therefore he drew the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) down even into the World of Asiyah (Action) and
practical mitzvos, terumos [and] tithes, as is known concerning “a wheel (ofan) within a wheel”: the
higher encompasses further down, and this is felt and seen in the ofanim of Asiyah. But so it is also

far above.
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And through this self-nullification there comes about “And you shall not profane (techalelu),” etc.:

that this world does not interrupt at all, since “all before Him is as nothing,” and [it is as] before the

creation of the worlds and after the days of the world, where nothing interrupts, etc.
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And with this self-nullification Rav Yehudah studied: “The awe of his Master was upon him”; “This

one is not born of awoman,” etc. Therefore he was exempt from prayer, etc.
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Now, through the study of Torah with this self-nullification (bittul), one draws down the inner di-

mension (pnimiyus), and through the mitzvos, encompassing [lights] (makifim) and garments; and
these are the levels of Mah and Ban.
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And this is [the meaning of]| “For Havayah your G-d (Elokecha)” — Havayah is Mah, Elokecha is Ban
— “is a consuming fire,” as in the analogy of one who places fire around a vessel and inside it, etc.

And this suffices for the discerning.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Moshe would speak”: from above downward, through the level of
Mah, self-nullification (bittul), which is the drawing down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) even
into the level of Asiyah (Action).
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For although Avraham, too, was “going and journeying,” yet that was through his love and awe; and
although afterward he drew down from above, still it was all by way of his love and awe. Not so

through the Torah, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed, etc.
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And this power of the Torah and mitzvos is drawn down below as well, to be “a consuming fire”

from within and from without, to consume and burn up the animal soul,
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for the whole essence of the drawing down is so that in the future [the saying] will be fulfilled, “The
righteous are destined to have ‘Holy’ said before them”: that [the worlds of| Beriah, Yetzirah and

Asiyah (Creation, Formation and Action) will be transformed into the World of Atzilus (Emanation).
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For “the heavens shall vanish like smoke,” etc.; “new heavens and a new earth.” “New heavens” are
the secrets of the Torah, etc. That is, there will not be the inner dimension (pnimiyus) and the en-

compassing [lights] of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, but rather [those| of Atzilus.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And G-d (Elokim) would answer him”: Elokim is an expression of
rulership, as is written in the Tanya, in Chinuch Katan. That is, Malchus (sovereignty) of Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah (Creation, Formation and Action): there is the drawing down of the Torah,
Zera’im (Seeds), the Chesed (kindness) of Nukva (the feminine / Malchus), etc. “Would answer
him” (ya’anenu) is an expression of responding, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “He re-

sponds after them what they say,” etc.
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And the meaning of “would answer him” is: just as the level of Moshe, the level of self-nullification
(bittul), draws down at the level of “And you shall not profane,” etc., so that there is a drawing
down of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into Malchus (sovereignty) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah
(Creation, Formation and Action), so the level of Malchus responds, to bring about a transforma-
tion (is’hapcha) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah as well, making Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah into the

World of Atzilus (Emanation). For the whole Torah is a drawing down into Malchus.
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Therefore they said: Talmud is in the World of Beriah (Creation), Mishnah in the World of Yetzirah
(Formation), and Scripture in the World of Asiyah (Action). At first glance this is not understood: is

Scripture not more exalted?
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Rather, it refers to the drawing down: through Scripture one draws down as far as Asiyah, while
through Talmud one draws down only as far as Beriah. And just as one draws down into Malchus

(sovereignty) — through Talmud, into the Malchus of Beriah — so, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “The Holy One, blessed be He, studies (shoneh) opposite him.” For
“the Holy One, blessed be He” is also called Malchus (sovereignty), in that He is blessed and drawn
down below into Malchus; and “studies opposite him” is the Torah that he draws down into it, that

is, “And G-d would answer him.”
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For above, it does not apply to say “studies opposite him,” since the Torah was already there, and
“I, Havayah, have not changed (shanisi),” and it is from there that he draws down; rather, |[it is

said] of Malchus, into which he draws down the Torah that had not been in it.
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And of this, that a renewal comes about, they said: “The Holy One, blessed be He, studies opposite
him,” etc.
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“With the voice of Moshe”: voice is a drawing down from the breath of the heart, so that as is the
measure of the level of self-nullification (bittul), so is the level of the drawing down.
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For the drawing down of Rav Yehudah or Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai is not like ours: although all of
them study those very same combinations of letters, nevertheless the drawing down varies accord-

ing to self-nullification, etc. And this suffices for the discerning.
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