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“Moshe speaks, and G-d (ha-Elokim) answers him with a voice”: “with a voice,” with the voice of

Moshe. [We need] to understand [this], for the verse does not specify what Moshe spoke and what

G-d answered him.
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For it does not refer to the Ten Commandments, since [the commandments] “I am” and “You shall
have no” we heard from the mouth of the Almighty, and it is written, “I stand between Havayah and

you, to tell [you],” etc.
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Thus in this matter it is not said that Moshe is the one who speaks and the Holy One, blessed be He,
the one who answers. [We] also [need] to understand what yedaber (“speaks”) is and what ya’anenu
(“answers him?) is, [being] in the future or present tense, when it should have said, “Moshe spoke,

and the Holy One, blessed be He, answered him.”
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The explanation is this. It is stated in the Gemara that Rav Yosef said, “Were it not for this day that

brought it about, how many Yosefs are there in the marketplace!”
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And [we need] to understand the distinction of “this day” specifically, which is the day of the Giving
of the Torah, and what the Giving of the Torah is. For did not Avraham our father, peace be upon
him, fulfill the entire Torah before it was given, even eruvei tavshilin, because he learned the en-

tire Torah, etc., before it was given?
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As it is written, “and he kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My teachings.” And

he surely also taught [it] to Yitzchak his son, and Yitzchak taught Yaakov and his sons. So what new

thing was brought about by its being given?
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But now, the matter of the mitzvos is known: “The 248 commandments are the 248 limbs of the
King.” At first glance the expression “limbs” is not understood, for surely He has no likeness of a

body, etc.
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But it will be understood from what is written in the Zohar, that all the performance of the mitzvos
is “to rectify the mystery of His Name”: through this mitzvah one draws down this Name, and
through that mitzvah one draws down that Name. The explanation is that the Names of the Holy

One, blessed be He, are His seven Names that may not be erased.
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And these are precisely the level of the extension of the life-force and the flow of influence for His

attributes, may He be blessed, to come into being: “Yours, Havayah, are the greatness (gedulah),

the might (gevurah) and the beauty (tiferes),” etc.
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These are nothing but the level of a name alone; by way of analogy, like a name, which exists only
for another, so that he may call him by his name. For He, may He be blessed, is high and exalted,

etc.
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As is written in Tikkunei Zohar: “Not of any of these attributes at all,” and “You are wise, but not

with a known wisdom.”
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For the known wisdom is in created beings, [the faculty] that is called by the name “wisdom”: it is

intellection, comprehending an intelligible thing. But with Him, may He be blessed, this does not

apply.
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For even of the level of thought, which is below Chochmah (wisdom), it is said, “For My thoughts
are not your thoughts,” etc. Rather, it is called Chochmah and thought because it is the source of

thought and the source of Chochmah.
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As it is written, “For with You is the source of life; in Your light we see (nir’eh) light.” The meaning

of “in Your light” is: when the light is drawn down below, then the light of Chochmah and thought

is seen (nir’eh) and grasped, etc.
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So too the level of Chesed (kindness), as it is written, “and showing kindness to thousands”: there
are thousands of levels, which are the many contractions (tzimtzumim) and drawings-down, until

Chesed comes into being.
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As it is written, “Kindness shall be built forever” (olam chesed yibaneh): that is, it has to be built in
order for there to be Chesed. And this drawing down, for the life-force to extend into the level of
Chochmah and Chesed, is from the seven Names that may not be erased: Havayah with the vowel
patach is in Chochmah, and the Name El is in Chesed.
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As it iswritten, “The kindness of El is all the day”; and these are only the level of a name.
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Nevertheless, after it has been drawn down and come to the revelation of the attribute of Chesed
and Chochmah, that drawing down is actually enclothed in the attribute of Chesed and Chochmabh,
until it becomes one with them. This is the meaning of “He and His life-forces are one; He and His

vessels are one,”
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that is, like the concept of “He is the Knowledge, He is the Knower,” etc. And as it is written, “Yours,
Havayah, are the greatness and the might”: meaning, that it is united and becomes truly the level

of “Yours, Havayah.”
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Now, the drawing down of the life-force, so that there be an extension of the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, and its enclothing in the attribute of Chesed and Chochmah, which bear no
comparison to Him — for “You are wise, but not with a known wisdom,” and “not of any of these at-

tributes at all” —
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the matter depends on an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata): through the performance of the
mitzvos. Through a mitzvah that is in Chochmah, one draws down the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, into Chochmabh.
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And through a mitzvah that is in Chesed, one draws down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into
Chesed. These are precisely the drawing down of His Names, may He be blessed, and its encloth-
ing in Chochmah and Chesed: Havayah with the vowel patach in Chochmah, etc. Therefore the

mitzvos are called by the name “the limbs of the King.”
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For just as the life-force of the soul is enclothed in the limbs, by way of analogy, until it becomes
one with them, so the Infinite Light, blessed be He, the drawing down of the level of His Names,
may He be blessed, is enclothed in the level of Chochmah and Chesed that is in the performance of
the mitzvos, until [that level] is truly united with the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that is drawn into

them.
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With this, the matter of the mitzvos written of Avraham, “and he kept My charge, My command-

ments,” etc., will be understood. That is, he brought about the descent and drawing down of the

Infinite Light, blessed be He, and its enclothing in the attribute of Chochmah and Chesed,
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by becoming a chariot (merkavah) for Him, may He be blessed, through the attribute of love: “go-
ing and journeying toward the south,” in the mode of “running and returning” (ratzo vashov). For

“spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit.”
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As it is written, “If he sets his heart toward Him,” etc. And also because he increased kindness in

the world: “And he planted an eshel,” etc. And through his being very lowly of spirit, as it is written,

“and I am dust and ashes.”
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Therefore, through this, “As water [mirrors] the face,” etc.: through the attribute of humility he
drew down the descent of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into Chochmah and Chesed, which is a

descent and a lowering relative to the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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For “You are wise, but not with a known wisdom,” and “not of any of these attributes at all”: they
bear no comparison to Him. And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where you

find the greatness of the Holy One, blessed be He, there you find His humility,” etc.
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But the main [part] of the drawings-down of Avraham our father, peace be upon him, was in the
higher worlds — even though he also drew the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, down be-
low, so that there be a revelation of G-dliness in the world, as it is written, “And he called there in
the Name of Havayah, the G-d (El) of the world.”
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And also “the souls that they had made in Charan,” and he planted faith in G-d in their hearts.
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Nevertheless, this bears no comparison to the drawings-down that he drew down above, in the
higher worlds, so that there be an added revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the level
of the supernal Chochmah and Chesed of the World of Atzilus (Emanation). And there was the main

[focus] of Avraham’s service: “and he kept My charge, My commandments,” etc.
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“My commandments” specifically: commandments that the Holy One, blessed be He, does Himself.
“The Holy One, blessed be He, visits the sick”; and the matter of the sick in the higher worlds is as it

iswritten, “Sustain me with flagons,” etc., “for I am sick with love.”
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For the state of being sick with love comes from the hiddenness and concealment: that the whole
level of the light that fills all worlds and the light that encompasses all worlds (memalei and sovev
kol almin) is nothing but the level of a radiance (ziv), and only “His splendor is over earth and

heaven,” etc.
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And therefore the soul yearns and pines to cleave to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He,
Himself. And of this it is said, “Sustain me with flagons, spread apples about me”: these signify the
revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, out of the hiddenness and concealment, for this rev-

elation is the cure for this sickness of love.
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So too they said, “The Holy One, blessed be He, puts on tefillin.” For tefillin is an expression of
binding (hiskashrus), which is the binding of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, with Chochmah. And
this is what we say: “The tefillin of the Master of the world — what is written in them? ‘And who is

like Your people Israel,’” etc.
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For Israel arose in [G-d’s] thought; “In the beginning” (bereishis) [is] for the sake of Israel, who are
called “beginning” (reishis). And the tefillin are the binding of the Infinite Light, blessed be He,

with the level of Israel, who are called “beginning,” which is the level of Chochmah.
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And in this way the other mitzvos of the Holy One, blessed be He, are drawings-down from the
Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the higher worlds; and there is the revelation of the drawing down
of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, and its enclothing in Chochmah and Chesed, in the mode of
“He and His life-forces are one; He and His vessels are one.” But this world is a world of separation,

as it is written, “and from there it divides,” etc.

FRINT AN TIN°D0 021V AunD O3 11D T M 10K 2122 172 07K IR NOWHT NS T
TATRY NIZNAN TWYNI THRDY TOM TNRON2 WK 172 07K IR NITARNT MwaAtnT XN YRS
0nws 1owya

And in order for the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the mode of “He and His

2

life-forces are one,” etc., [to be| also below, in the world of separation, the Torah was given to

Israel: so that there be an actual enclothing and uniting of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in the
Chochmah and Chesed below, in the performance of the mitzvos and their fulfillment in physical
action.
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As it is written, “And Havayah descended upon Mount Sinai.” And of this they said that it is “this
day that brought it about.”
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The explanation is this. It is written, “For Havayah is a G-d of knowledges (El de’o0s).” Meaning: two
[kinds of] knowledge, the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah) and the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah).
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The higher unity is from above to below: the lower anything is, the more it is as naught and as
nothing, and the higher anything is, the more it is considered to be something (yesh).
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As it is written, “To cause those who love me to inherit yesh.” And the lower unity, from below to
above, is the level of something from nothing (yesh me’ayin): the lower anything is, the more it is
considered something, and it appears to eyes of flesh as a thing in its own right, and is felt;
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and whatever is higher is a matter that is not seen, nor felt and grasped. And in this Name, El, both
kinds of knowledge are included:
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just as from above to below whatever is below is as naught and takes up no space, so it is also from
below to above. This is because of “and by Him (velo) actions are weighed”: velo is written with an

alef [“not”], and the reading is velo with avav [“by Him”].
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Velo with an alef: these are the prohibitive commandments. Velo with a vav: these are the positive
commandments. “Are weighed”: so that they be equal, the higher unity and the lower unity,
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so that it be below exactly as above, so that the yesh takes up no space at all. For of the Torah and

mitzvos it is said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”
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“In our image” is the level of the Torah; “after our likeness” is the level of the mitzvos. These are
precisely the level of the “man” who is upon “the likeness of the throne,” etc.; for they are precisely
the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of His will and His wisdom, may He be blessed, without any hiding
of the Face, and the yesh does not conceal and hide the Infinite Light, blessed be He, that rests

within them.
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And in them and through them one draws down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so that it be be-
low as above, in the mode of “there is nothing else besides Him.” And “You shall not profane
(sechalelu) My holy Name”: not to make a void (chalal), etc., and not to be [one who| “pushes the
feet of the Shechinah”; but rather, “And I have put My words in your mouth,” My very words.
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Now, the mitzvos are garments and encompassing [lights] (makifin), and the Torah is food and the
inner dimension. Through them one draws down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to rest upon
one’s soul as an encompassing [light] (makif), and also so that the soul’s “inside is inlaid with
love,” in an inner mode.
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And of this it is said, “For Havayah your G-d (Elokecha) is a consuming fire.” Meaning: Havayah is
the level of Torah,
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and “your G-d” (Elokecha) means the level of mitzvos. They are like fire, by way of analogy: if one
puts fire inside a vessel and around it, then the fire naturally takes hold from side to side, burning
and consuming entirely.
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So too the Torah and mitzvos: since they are in the mode of inwardness (pnimiyus) and in the
mode of encompassing (makifin), they have the power to consume and burn up entirely the mate-
riality of the animal soul and its coarseness,
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which is what hides and conceals the light of G-d, the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, so that

there appears to be a yesh, a thing in its own right. That is why it needs to be scoured in Gehinnom.
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But over a Torah scholar the fire of Gehinnom has no power, for the Torah and mitzvos are what
scour [him] from within and from without; and “the glory of Havayah is revealed” below as above.
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This is [the meaning of] what is written, “And Mount Sinai was all in smoke, because Havayah de-

scended upon it in fire,” and “Havayah spoke to you from the midst of the fire,” etc.
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Now, the power for this drawing down was given to Israel, for it is they who draw down His Torah
and His mitzvos, through their occupation in Torah and their service, in the mode of “You shall not

profane,” etc.
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This is not so with idolaters: even if they fulfill Torah and mitzvos, they draw down nothing. And

this is the level of “a good gift.”
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Three good gifts,” etc. And the time of this gift is on the
festival of Shavuos, the time of the Giving of the Torah: the revelation of the level of the Crown of
Torah (Keser Torah), which is above the level of the Torah [itself].
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This is [the meaning of] “Were it not for this day that brought it about, how many Yosefs are there
in the marketplace”: how many levels of yosef (“adding”)! “He who adds (yosef) knowledge adds

(yosef) pain.”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/ 12
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And how many kinds of foreign wisdoms, of which it is written, “They are wise to do evil, but to do
good they do not know,” for “from there it divides.” But this day is the revelation of His wisdom
and will, may He be blessed, which is enclothed in the Torah, in which there is the enclothing of the

Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and a revelation below as above.
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For this day is “on the morrow of the Shabbos,” after the days of the Counting, seven weeks, which

are from the level of the seven Names that may not be erased, which are within the order of the

chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).
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For so it must be: first the drawing down, little by little, until on the festival of Shavuos the revela-

tion comes from above the order of the chain of descent, where above and below are equal, the

spiritual like the physical.
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As it is written, “Who looks down low upon heaven and earth,” etc., as is explained elsewhere. And

this is the matter of the Crown of Torah; and therefore it comes into revelation below as above.
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Now, of the drawing down of the Torah in this mode it is written, “Moshe speaks.” Moshe is the lev-
el of self-nullification (bittul): “And the man Moshe was very humble, more than any man on the

face of the earth,” and “What are we?”

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/ 13
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Yedaber (“speaks”) is an expression of drawing down and leading, as in “He leads (yadber)

peoples”; that is, he draws down the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, below through the

level of bittul.
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For “wisdom is found from ayin,” from the level of ayin (nothing). And “In the place where you find

His greatness, there you find His humility”; that is, through the level of humility.
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Now, Moshe is the one who draws down from above to below. For Moshe is “the groomsman of the
King,” and “the man of G-d” (ish ha-Elokim) [is] “the husband of the Matrona”; that is, he draws
down the level of the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), in which the lower anything is, the more it is as

nothing, and “there is nothing else besides Him,” etc.
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And ha-Elokim is the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), which is the level of the Throne of
Glory, which is the source of the animal soul: “the face of a lion,” “the face of an ox,” etc. Not so
Moshe, the level of mah (“what”), that is, the level of the “man” (adam) who is upon the Throne,

etc.; adam has the numerical value of mah.
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And this is the level of the tzimtzum, for there to be something from nothing (yesh me’ayin). For
Elokim is a term for rulership, for “there is no king without a people (am)” — from the term

omemus (dimness).

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/ 14
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“And ha-Elokim answers him (ya’anenu)”: the term “answering” in the Holy Tongue is as our

Sages, of blessed memory, said regarding Hallel, “he responds after them what they say”; for when

the listener says what the speaker says, it is called “answering.”
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This is [the meaning of] “and ha-Elokim answers him”: the level of the lower unity answers this
drawing down of Moshe, who drew down from the level of the higher unity, so that it be from below

to above as it is from above to below.
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And the matter of yedaber and ya’anenu [being| in the present tense: the extension of Moshe in
every generation is the level of bittul that is in every person, “according to what he measures in his

heart,” in fulfilling the Torah and mitzvos in the mode of “Nullify your will.”
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This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever reads and studies, the Holy One,
blessed be He, reads and studies opposite him.”
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Not all are equal, on one level; rather, each one according to his own measure in the level of bittul
to the Infinite Light, blessed be He: the level of “there is nothing else besides Him” and “I,

Havayah, have not changed.”

wnn RIT 99 T O RI23W 0TI MIYT O 990 93 RPN 172 [0 px k] OPRIR AW 109
.17 9339 Awn 02 RIT X123 KD

Just as the Infinite Light, blessed be He, filled this whole space of this world before this world was

created, so it is, exactly, after it was created. And this is the level of Moshe: “and what are we?”
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And “the Shechinah speaks from within the throat of Moshe”; and so in each and every generation,
as the Maggid said to the Beis Yosef, “I am the Mishnah that speaks in your mouth.”
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Therefore a Torah scholar is called by the name Moshe, as is found in the Gemara: “Moshe, you
have spoken well.” For the Torah scholar is the one who receives from the level of supernal
Chochmah (wisdom), [which is] koach mah (“the power of what”); and “Abba founded the
daughter,” as it is written, “Havayah founded the earth with wisdom”: this is “‘the word of
Havayah’: this is the halachah” in the mouth of a Torah scholar.
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This is [the meaning of] “with the voice of Moshe”: for voice is the level of drawing down from the

hidden to the revealed, as from the breath of the heart to the throat, by way of analogy, as is known

from what is said on the verse “Acquire wisdom.”
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That is to say: according to the measure of the drawing down of the level of bittul to the Infinite

Light, blessed be He, exactly so “ha-Elokim answers him,” reading and studying opposite him.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/ 16

28



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Torah Ohr: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY-NC 4.0.

This edition as a whole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Shuls, schools and non-profit projects may copy, print and share it freely, and may
ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

Dot TARDTINIW Prxd "% 531 ’?3117?3?! 1IRA7 T23% wIPIn
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/yisro/2/ 17



