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“And a man wrestled with him,” etc. Now, it is known that this battle is the battle of Samael against
the side of holiness, like the matter of “Havayah has war with Amalek.”
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And as is known from the Pardes, what he touched in the hollow of Yaakov’s thigh blemished the
place of prophecy, until Shmuel came and rectified Netzach, as it is written, “And also the Eternal

One (Netzach) of Israel will not lie.”
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At first glance it is not understood how it is possible for Samael to fight against holiness. Is not the
whole essence of the life-force of the kelipos from holiness? As in the matter of “Not like Avraham,

from whom Yishmael came forth,” etc., [from] the excess of Chesed, etc.
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And in the Time to Come, when [it] will be refined, then it is written, “And I will remove the spirit of

impurity,” etc.; “He swallowed wealth, and he will vomit it out”; “He will swallow up death forever.”
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“And it will be as though it had not been.” And it is written, “A time when man ruled over man to

his harm.” So how would he have the ability in his hand to fight, etc.?
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But the explanation is this: the Supreme Emanator, blessed be He, encompasses all worlds (sovev
kol almin), and before Him darkness is like light. [Thus] “the spider grasps with its hands, and it is
in the king’s palaces”: it takes up no place, and so it can be even in the king’s palaces, and he is not

concerned.
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As it is written, “And these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before a king reigned

over the children of Israel.” That is: before a king reigned over the children of Israel there were

also kings of the land of Edom, but only before a king reigned over the children of Israel.
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But afterwards, it is written, “There was no king in Edom,” etc., because a tzimtzum came to be
drawn in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, so that the inner dimension would be drawn only to the

side of holiness: “May Havayah make His face shine with us, Selah.”
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And the kelipos receive from the level of the back (achorayim), like one who throws [something]
behind his shoulders, and they are called “other gods” (elokim acherim), because Israel draws [the

light] down in such away that the Infinite Light rests only on one who is self-nullified, etc.
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Now, the beginning of self-nullification (bittul) is in Chochmah, Binah and Daas, which are the very
level of actual bittul.
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And afterwards it is drawn into the emotive attributes (middos), which are drawn from Chochmah,
Binah and Daas through contemplation, by which there comes into being an arousal of the heart in
love and awe, because one contemplates the greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He; and they

are not the very essence of bittul, as Chochmah, Binah and Daas are.
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And afterwards [it is drawn] to Netzach and Hod, which are a still greater descent, for this is only an
extension out of oneself to another, to bring from potential into actual deed, to give to another: to

teach others or to give tzedakah, etc.
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Nevertheless, the level of bittul to the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn into them, until it is
drawn down to the Malchus of Asiyah, which is the end of holiness and is [still] included in the level
of bittul. And from there it branches off to become the world of separation, as a yesh (an existence)

and a thing unto itself; and they call Him “the G-d of gods,” for they take up place for themselves.
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And their receiving is only from behind the skin of Nukva, that is, the letter-combinations through
the pores of the skin, meaning in the empty space and the gap between one combination and the

next, etc., as is known.
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Now, it is written, “Though you soar aloft like the eagle,” etc.: they raise themselves up in brazen-
ness and haughtiness of spirit, etc.
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And this brazenness above is that they want to draw nurture from the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
not through holiness, which is the drawing down of bittul that is drawn down through Israel, for
from that they have nurture only from behind the skin of Nukva; rather, they want the very Infinite
Light to flow to them, before which darkness is like light, since before Him the level of bittul takes
up no place at all.
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“If you are righteous,” etc.; and also, “the spider is in the king’s palaces”; and from there they will

have nurture, so that they will not need to receive by way of holiness, through the pores of the skin,

in the manner of hair and nails, etc. But “from there I will bring you down, says Havayah.”
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For Havayah is the level of hishtalshelus, contraction and expansion, etc., in the level of Akudim,
Nekudim, etc. And “from there I will bring you down”: for according to the order of hishtalshelus
and tzimtzum, so that the inner dimension be drawn down, etc., the Infinite Light, blessed be He,

rests only on one who is self-nullified, etc.
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Now, this drawing down comes through an arousal from below, from the level of Yaakov, who drew
down Akudim, Nekudim (“streaked,” “speckled”), etc.
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That is, that the tzimtzum of the Infinite Light be by way of holiness alone, through the level of bit-
tul, etc. And therefore, “And a man wrestled with him”: for Samael wanted to soar aloft like the ea-

gle, etc.
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Now, Yaakov is the choicest of the Patriarchs, and the Patriarchs are themselves the Chariot, the
level of Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes.
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For in the level of bittul itself, that is, the level of Chochmah, Binah and Daas, [the kelipos] have no
hold, etc., but only in Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes, which are the attributes of arousal [that come]
from the bittul, etc. And there is the hold of “one opposite the other”: the male of kelipah opposite

Z’eir Anpin, etc.
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This is not so in Chochmah, Binah and Daas; for as is known, all the encompassing [lights] (maki-
fim) are from Binah, and the makif repels the external forces. And as is explained from the
Heichalos, in this there is an opposite only corresponding to the seven lower [Sefiros|, and not in
the Heichal of the Holy of Holies, which includes Keser, Chochmah, Binah and Daas, etc.
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And this can be understood in a person: after prayer the love passes and goes away, etc., because
the love becomes internal (whereas the contemplation is of the level of makif, etc.) in prayer.
790N IR 9PRWN XM TAART 19X 7IYNN 2RI9I A IR 130K 1Y 00 79000 Ny
219 1731190 0PI 23901y IR
And at the time of prayer, when he closes his eyes and does not see this world, that love is aroused
in him; which is not so after prayer, when he sees the affairs of the world and its pleasures, etc.
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And nothing repels the external forces except what is in the level of makif, that is, what is not
bounded in a vessel, which is a thing that endures forever.
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As it is written in the section Kadesh, “And for a remembrance between your eyes”; because the
section Kadesh is the level of Chochmah, the mochin of Abba (there is the level of remembrance),
which are enclothed in Imma, the source of the makifim.
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Therefore it is written about the war of Amalek, “Do not forget.” Forgetting is the departure of the
mochin of Abba; for when the mochin of Abba depart, in the level of the middos, which have only

the mochin of nursing (yenikah), there is “one opposite the other.”
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And this is vaye’avek (“he wrestled”), which is from the language of chibbuk (embrace); for em-
bracing is with the arms: Chesed is the right arm, etc.
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So he encircled his body with his arms, Chesed and Gevurah; that is, the Chesed and Gevurah of
Samael enclothed the body of Yaakov, in order to make him fall and to draw his heart after them;
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just as the middos of the animal soul enclothe the G-dly soul and prevent the cleaving [to G-d], etc.
And this enclothing is only at the time when the mochin of Abba depart,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The needs of Your people Israel are many, and their knowl-
edge (daas) is short.” Meaning: when Daas is shortened and contracted into the level of the mochin

of nursing, then the needs of Your people become many, numerous and separate.
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“One who is separated seeks desire,” etc. And nevertheless, “he saw that he could not prevail
against him,” because Yaakov is yud eikev (a yud [and] a heel), that is, the illumination of Yesod of
Abba,
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which is the root of Atzilus; for Yaakov is the one who drew down all the levels of Akudim,

Nekudim, etc., which were at first under the dominion of Lavan.

RIRT 111707 2102 12 1P N1722 03 TR 10 TR 099 2pyY PRl XD n112 onw 1259

And Lavan had two daughters, Leah and Rachel, and Yaakov turned them to holiness, etc. And bit-

tul from the mochin of Abbawas drawn also into his middos.
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And he could not touch [anything] but the hollow of the thigh, which is the flow that goes outward
from him, where the illumination of bittul is slight; as is known, that the kidneys ripen the seed,

which becomes physical, etc.
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And in this Samael erred, for he thought that Yaakov was only a chariot for Chesed, Gevurah and

Tiferes; but in truth Yaakov’s root and “his foundation in the holy mountains” is supernal
Chochmabh, Yesod of Abba, the faculty of remembrance, etc.
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Now, this battle is “one opposite the other” in the level of the male of kelipah that corresponds to
Z’eir Anpin; and similarly there is “one opposite the other” in the level of the Malchus of kelipah,

etc.
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And this is the difference between afar (earth) and avak (dust) that is mentioned in the Zohar. For

of the four elements, fire, air, water and earth, earth is the lowest of them all, and fire, air and water
are higher.
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And nevertheless none of them bring forth fruit, but all came from the earth. And the reason is that
earth is from the level of Malchus. [As it is written,] “And of the earth that will be on the floor of the
Mishkan.”
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And in holiness there is the quality of inter-inclusion, and “their beginning is wedged in their end”

specifically; as is known regarding what is written, “I am first and I am last”: that Malchus is Keser,

for ani (“I”) has the letters of ayin (“nothing”) (and “Chochmah comes from ayin,” for ayin is the

level of Keser).
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This is Keser, which is the intermediary between the Emanator and the emanated, so that there be

something from nothing. And therefore Malchus too has this power; it is the level of earth, to make

all the growth of the ground sprout physically.
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And spiritually too, Malchus, which is the end of the levels, has the power to be the source of an
arousal from below, so that there be an arousal from above, to draw down the light of the Ten
Sefiros, etc.
[mon m1 wr] P”AR T10° AR WRAY WNX2 D’P’?wa 0%y Swno X111 17 ARNWRT K17 PAN I”RWnN
191na%
This is not so of avak (dust), which is “what remains of the fire,” like the example of wood burning
in fire: the fire draws out the elements of fire, air and water that are within it.
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And there remains only the element of earth, which is the ash; and this ash does not make things
grow as earth does (which grows things of itself; rather, [with ash] one sows in it and it grows,

which is why it is fit for covering the blood).
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So, by way of analogy, Malchus of kelipah is after the completion of all the refinements. For the
main coming into being of the kelipos is through the Shattering of the Vessels; and what was re-

fined first, the choicest, became Atzilus, and what remained became Beriah, etc.,
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until the lowest level, the end of all the refinements, what can no longer be refined: there are the

kelipos.
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And there remains in them only a little life-force, like avak (dust), which, when one sows in it, at

any rate grows (yet it is not like earth, which grows of itself, and if one sows in it, it grows in it

many times over).
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And this life-force too is only in the time of exile; but in the Time to Come, “And I will remove the

spirit of impurity,” etc., and they will have no life-force whatsoever.
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And about this our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “They raised dust up to the Throne of Glory,”

which is Malchus of Atzilus: for the level of avak too was included above through the refinement of
Yaakov;
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just as, when “a man wrestled with him,” Yaakov too was strengthened and refined from him (and
“they raised” is in the plural because the refinement was through both of them: Yaakov is the refin-

er and Samael is the refined, etc.).
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And just as Samael embraced Yaakov’s body with his arms, Chesed and Gevurah, so Yaakov em-
braced Samael’s body with his arms, his Chesed and Gevurah;
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for such is the way of those who wrestle in battle. And such is the way of the war with the evil incli-
nation, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “A person should always incite,” etc. And therefore

great is the power of teshuvah (for the refinement is the matter of teshuvah, etc.),
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and “in the place where baalei teshuvah [stand],” etc., for they draw it down with greater strength,
etc. And this is the war of “one opposite the other” of Z’eir Anpin; and in the same way the avak too

is refined in the war of “one opposite the other” of Nukva,

129907 °Hn RIT PARMY 10 R RIT RT 7778°°22 9225 Bo2 279 9 v
as is said in the Zohar on “with all your heart (levavcha)”: “with your two inclinations; this is the
mystery,” etc. And the avak is Malchus of kelipah.
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It rose up to the Throne of Glory, Malchus of holiness; for it is from the level of Malchus that [the
light] descends from world to world, down to Malchus of Asiyah, to be the source of the avak, for

from there it branches off, etc.;
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for Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of kelipah stand opposite Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of holiness, and the re-
finement is that Malchus of kelipah be included in Malchus of holiness, and Z’eir Anpin in Z’eir

Anpin of holiness, etc.
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ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com
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Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok
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