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“Binding his foal to the vine, and the son
of his she-donkey to the choice vine”

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IIRDTINIY PAXS "1 927 R2IPRT 1IRAT 71290 WP
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

e LikuteiTorah.com

THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayechi/3/



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYECHI - MAAMAR 3 190K °12 npjjwbj njﬁy TDJ‘? Ealeh'

ReFSRivakl) 1°°2 022 .ANKR "12 TlP'ﬂWTﬁ vy '{5.177 0K

“Binding his foal to the vine, and the son of his she-donkey to the choice vine; he washed his gar-
ment in wine,” etc.

K2% 59 79 1 TTIOR DAY 10° RY [orn) a0 DOYDIR SRPT mownn NS 9nuRl m RPN 10

:717°Y 1939 "70R OA 717710 IXY DOy NAp° 19 19w

Now this verse is said about the days of Mashiach, since it continues from [the verse] before it: “The
scepter shall not depart from Yehudah,” etc., “until Shiloh comes, and to him will be the gathering

of peoples”; and then there will also be “Binding his foal to the vine.”
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The explanation of the matter: our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “There is no difference between
this world and the days of Mashiach except subjugation alone.”
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For the days of Mashiach are not the World to Come that follows the Resurrection, which is [the
time of] the giving of the reward of the righteous. Rather, the days of Mashiach are at the level of

“Today, to do them,” and not to receive their reward.
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And the main [fulfillment| of “Today, to do them,” and the ultimate perfection of the deed, will be in
the days of Mashiach.
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Just so, the main service of Adam in the Garden of Eden was “to work it and to guard it”: “to work
it” — these are the positive commandments; “and to guard it” — these are the prohibitions. For
then there was the level of “Today, to do them” in ultimate perfection; except that afterwards, “He

drove out the man,” etc.
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Afterwards our forefathers entered the Land, also for the sake of fulfilling the mitzvos in deed, for
many mitzvos depend specifically on the Land, almost four-fifths [of them].
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And afterwards they were exiled from there, and [the mitzvos] were not fulfilled in their hands until
the days of Mashiach, may it come speedily in our days, when there will be the level of “Today, to

do them” in ultimate perfection.
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Now we say, “And there we will offer before You our obligatory offerings, etc., according to the
command of Your will,” etc. For the main deed is the service of the offerings, which we cannot ful-
fill in exile; rather, in exile prayer was instituted corresponding to the offerings. And this is still not

truly “according to the command of Your will.”
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To understand this: for seemingly prayer is of a higher rank than the offerings, since prayer is the
lifting up of a person’s soul in recounting the praises of the Omnipresent: “Blessed is He who
spoke and the world came to be,” and all the Halleluyah [psalms], etc., until one reaches “And you
shall love... with all your soul,” etc.
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The offerings, by contrast, are with an animal’s soul: “And on the Shabbos day, two lambs.”
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Why, then, should the offerings be of so high a rank that they are called “according to the com-

mand of Your will,” and that this should be the ultimate perfection of the days of Mashiach, more

than the prayer of the exile?
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Now it is written, “You transplanted a vine from Egypt,” for the Congregation of Israel is likened to

avine, on which grapes grow, from which the wine comes out through treading in the winepress.
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Now the choicest wine comes chiefly from the grapes near the ground, as [the Sages| said concern-

ing the libations: they would not bring [wine| from the trellised vines (daliyos) but from the low-ly-
ing vines (ragliyos), for from there the choicer wine comes out.
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Now wine divides into several kinds: there is wine that gladdens and there is wine that intoxicates;
there is red wine and there is white wine. And just so, in every detail of this analogy, the
Congregation of Israel is likened [to it], for they have within them a hidden love for the

Omnipresent, etc.
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In order to bring it out from concealment into revelation, one must be at the level of “low-lying

vines” (ragliyos), that is, to be at the level of “Let my soul be as dust to all.”

DPYIa INOTW NIMDN TARM N2 RIT P00 KRB 71079 719731 92w 25 N1AR Na2 1577 0N

And also treading in the winepress: to have a broken and crushed heart. Through this the wine
comes out, which is the level of the hidden love that had been concealed,
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for of wine they said, “Wine enters, a secret comes out.” This is because the wine, too, was at first

concealed in the grapes, and afterwards it was revealed and came outside.
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Now in love there are two levels. There is one who is stirred so that joy in G-d is in his heart; this is

the level of “wine that gladdens” and the level of white wine, from the level of “ancient white wine”
(chamar chivaryan atik), etc.

WK WY 1P 1PNIAw R Pon RIAWIMT MIRAN N1 23972 397 M1 1R 1D Dyann v

J121 DWnR 19 DR 1°° N2 RIT12 HPJTL.»'W 1 PR |71S72‘?1 T e R

And there is one who is stirred to have bitterness of heart, because he is one of the “masters of
reckoning” (marei d’chushbana) over all his thoughts, words and deeds that are not for G-d, and [is
stirred] to cry out to G-d and to cleave to Him; this is the level of red wine and intoxicating wine,

etc.
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Now on Shabbos we say, “And may Israel, who sanctify Your Name, rest on it.” Seemingly this is not

understood: is He, may He be blessed, not holy of Himself? And it is written, “For I am holy,” and
“My holiness is above your holiness.”
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How, then, can His holiness, may He be blessed, depend specifically on Israel, so that they should
be called the ones who sanctify His Name? But the point is this: we say, “You are holy and Your

Name is holy, and holy ones praise You every day, selah.”
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The meaning of “holy ones... every day,” etc., is as in the saying, “Who in His goodness renews
each day, continually, the work of creation”: on each and every day the whole work of creation

comes into being from nothing to something.
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And when they apprehend, each day, their coming into being and their life-force from the level of
the holy and separate, for of Him, may He be blessed, it is said, “Master of wonders,” meaning, far,
far above the level of wonders, as it is written, “He makes wonder” (oseh fele).
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For the level of wonder is, to Him, may He be blessed, like physical making (asiyah), since the
meaning of wonder is the wondrousness of coming into being, something from nothing.
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And the beginning of coming into being is in Chochmah (wisdom), as it is written, “And Chochmah

is found from nothing (ayin).”
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And it is written, “You made them all with Chochmah (wisdom),” for Chochmah is considered, to
Him, like physical making (asiyah), which is the last of the levels — of intellect, speech, thought
and action. Just so is Chochmah considered to Him, for He, may He be blessed, is above

Chochmah and exalted without end.
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Therefore they “praise You, selah,” continually, [rising] from one elevation to the next without
pause. And all this is at the level of “and Your Name is holy,” for the splendor of His Name is “over

earth and heaven.”
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As it is written, “For with Yah, Havayah formed the worlds.” That is, “with Yah” is His Name

Havayah, for the [letters] heh-vav-heh are also yud-heh, since the vav draws out the yud, etc.
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And with the yud the World to Come was created, as mentioned above; that is, the hidden worlds
(almin sesimin) that are not revealed: “No eye has seen, O G-d, but You.”
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And with the heh this world was created; that is, the revealed worlds (almin d’isgalyan): that which
is apprehended and grasped by the comprehension of created beings.
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Even the Higher Garden of Eden is called a “revealed world” (alma d’isgalya) in relation to this lev-
el, since it is there that “the righteous enjoy,” etc.; only in relation to this lowly, physical world is
the Higher Garden of Eden called the World to Come. But in relation to the higher worlds it is called
by the name “this world” and “revealed world,” since there is enjoyment and delight of the souls

there,
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whereas the level of the hidden worlds is that which is not apprehended or grasped at all: “No eye
has seen,” etc. And all these levels are from the level of His Name and the splendor of His Name,
etc.
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But to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, Himself, this does not apply at all, for He is holy
and entirely separate from the category of worlds, and not even the level of the hidden worlds ap-

plies [to Him], etc. The level of the hidden worlds is like physical acts of making to Him, may He be
blessed.
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As in the saying, “Master of wonders,” and as it is written, “He makes wonder.” And that “holy ones
praise You every day, selah,” is only at the level of “and Your Name is holy”; that is, from there

their holiness is drawn, and they praise in order to be absorbed and nullified in their source.
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But Israel are those “who sanctify Your Name,” for on an arousal from below depends the arousal
from above: that the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, be enclothed in Chochmah (wisdom) and
Chesed (kindness), to give life to and bring into being the hidden worlds and the revealed worlds.
And this is “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,” literally: “The Holy One, blessed be

He, puts on tefillin,” etc.
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Through putting on tefillin below, the supernal holiness above is aroused to rest upon and be en-

clothed within worlds. And this holiness is from the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed
be He, in its very self and glory, which is above the category of worlds.
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[1t is] the level of “You are holy,” which is “Master of wonders,” far, far above the level of the won-
ders of Chochmah (wisdom), which “is found from nothing”; for the mitzvos are His very will, may
He be blessed, and the level of will is exceedingly high, far above the level of Chochmah.
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Therefore they sanctify and exalt Your Name, for in them and through them the level of His Name
is elevated into the holiness of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself.
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This is [the meaning of] “Better is one hour of teshuvah (return) and good deeds in this world than
all the life of the World to Come,” which is only from the level of His Name, may He be blessed; but
through good deeds one draws down the holiness of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, as ex-

plained above.
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Now from the mitzvos garments are made for the soul, as is stated in the Zohar on the verse “And

9,

Avraham was old, come into days”: “with those supernal days, which are garments,” as mentioned

above.
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This is because through the mitzvos one draws down an encompassing light (Or Makif) from the

level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin); therefore it becomes a garment for

his soul, so that his soul be “bound up in the bond of life with Havayah,” etc.

X7 17y XOX 0173 1°2°Wnn PR 1n”nY 11190 Mxn 0°xkPn DRIYS YWD 19°BR 1TAR 1A IR

1’?5}{ 7 DR N72Y X2 WX NN 20097 RP17 Mxn Sw R 7y RIT 0Py awITR NOwRnw
INNRY2

But [the Sages] said that even the transgressors of Israel are full of mitzvos like a pomegranate, and
nevertheless they draw down nothing. Rather, the point is that the drawing down of the supernal
holiness comes specifically through the joy of a mitzvah, as it is written, “Because you did not serve

Havayah your G-d with joy.”
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And the joy comes from contemplating this very thing: how the mitzvos are the level of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, the level of “Master of wonders,” etc.
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Because of this his heart will rejoice in fulfilling the mitzvos, [for He| “has sanctified us with His

commandments,” literally. This is the level of “ancient white wine” (chamar chivaryan atik), which
is the level of the supernal delight: to delight in G-d, truly.
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But first he must arouse in his soul the level of red wine and intoxicating wine, which is the level of
holy gevuros (restraints), in order to transform darkness into light and bitterness into sweetness;
for then they will delight in G-d with the delight of drawing down the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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For delight belongs after the fulfillment of the will: when his will and desire are fulfilled, that which
he was longing and yearning for, then he delights,
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whereas if he did not have so great a longing, his delight is not so great, even when he has that
thing. Therefore one must first arouse the level of gevuros over the descent, [in] that he is utterly
far from G-d.
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And especially so when he is one of the “masters of reckoning” over the deeds, words and thoughts
that are not for G-d. “And let him return to Havayah, and He will have compassion on him,” and as

in the saying, “Eternal G-d, in Your abundant compassion,” etc., as explained elsewhere.
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And then the soul’s joy in fulfilling the mitzvos will be “with surpassing eminence,” for the more
the longing and thirst grow because of the distance caused by the body, so much the more will the
soul’s joy grow from drawing down the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in fulfilling the

mitzvos, and [from] its delight in G-d in the fulfillment of its will and desire.
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This is [the meaning of] what is written, “This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your word has giv-
en me life,” and as in the saying, “For they are our life and the length of our days,” etc. And one
must not mix the joy of the soul with the sadness of the body, etc.
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But to bring out the level of wine mentioned above, one must take counsel in his soul to be at the
level of “And let my soul be as dust to all,” [as with wine] from the low-lying vines (ragliyos), etc.,
and through treading with the feet in the winepress, which is the level of a broken and crushed
heart, etc.
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Now corresponding to the two levels of wine mentioned above, two levels of garments are drawn
down. This is [the meaning of] “he washed his garment in wine”: that the garments of the mitzvos
be washed, by way of analogy, like a garment washed of dirt. So too, even the transgressors of Israel
are full of mitzvos, etc.
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And nevertheless they were “counted with the transgressors,” for the garments of their mitzvos are
clothed in their soiled garments. Whereas through the level of wine and the joy of a mitzvah, there
comes about the level of washing the garment, and the stripping off of the garments that are in

Nogah, to delight in G-d alone.
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And through the level of “the blood of grapes,” which is the level of red wine, that is, the soul’s
overcoming [of itself| to transform darkness into light, and the bitterness over its distance from the
light of G-d’s countenance. It is called “blood” because it requires toil of the soul and toil of the
flesh, with his soul, his blood.
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Yet nevertheless it is called “the blood of grapes,” the level of wine, for it must come through the
level of joy, which is the level of contemplating the greatness of G-d, the Infinite One (Ein Sof),

blessed be He: “And let him return to Havayah, and He will have compassion on him.”
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“And He will have compassion on him,” specifically: that is, on the spark of G-dliness within him,
how it has descended astonishingly, lower and lower, as explained elsewhere.
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And through this there comes about the level of “his robe” (suso). Explanation: suso is related to
the word masveh (veil), which is a covering of the head and face. For there are two levels of gar-
ments: a garment of the body, by way of analogy, and a garment of the head and face, by way of

analogy.
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Now through the level of “wine that gladdens,” there is drawn down the level of a garment for the
level of the soul’s body, which is the level of the garments of the soul’s emotive attributes (middos),

love and awe, etc.;
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but through the level of “the blood of grapes,” a garment is drawn down for the level of the soul’s

head and face, which is the level of sight and hearing.
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As it is written, “They looked to Him and became radiant,” etc. But is it possible to gaze at the

Shechinah (Divine Presence), etc.? Rather, this means “to gaze at the glory of the King,” etc.
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The point is as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “In the place where baalei teshuvah (those who
return) stand,” etc. For the perfectly righteous, through the joy of a mitzvah and their delight in
G-d, draw down the supernal delight from above to below,
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whereas the baal teshuvah, through overcoming the evil in his soul with self-sacrifice (mesirus ne-
fesh), is at the level of ascent from below to above, in the manner of the gevuros and “flashes of
fire,” etc. Therefore a garment is made for his soul also above, upon the level of the head men-

tioned above.
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Now this is all of our service in fulfilling the mitzvos at this time: to draw down |[light] to the soul,
so that it rise from elevation to elevation, to be illumined with the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, and that the soul be “bound up,” etc.
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But the ultimate perfection of the days of Mashiach, in fulfilling the mitzvos and in the deed of the

offerings, is that the offerings, lambs and bulls, etc., will also be included and elevated, from eleva-
tion to elevation, in the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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But in the time of exile it is impossible for the human soul to elevate them and bind them to their

source, since it is itself bound below.
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But in the days of Mashiach, when there will be fulfilled, “And the glory of Havayah will be re-
vealed, and all flesh will see,” etc., for the souls of Israel will be on high, then will be the time of ful-

filling the deed and of elevating the sparks that have fallen, even the animals.
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So it was at the beginning of the world’s creation: before the first man (Adam HaRishon) was creat-
ed, it is said, “And there was no man (adam) to work the ground,” etc.
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Afterwards man was made, “and He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.”
But afterwards, “He drove out the man,” etc.; that is to say, he was not at the level of adam, and he

had to go and rectify his soul.
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And the perfection of the level of adam will be in the time of Mashiach, of whom it is said, “Behold,
My servant will prosper; he will be exalted and lifted up, and very (me’od) high.” Me’od (mem-alef-

dalet) has the letters of adam (alef-dalet-mem).

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayechi/3/ 14
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Likewise the initials of adam are Adam, David, Mashiach. For in the time of the days of Mashiach
the level of adam is completed, and then is the time of “Today, to do them,” the time of fulfilling the
mitzvos in perfection, when there will be the bringing of offerings “according to the command of
Your will.”
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Whereas in the time of exile the doing of the mitzvos is not truly “according to Your will,” but [is]
for the elevation of the soul, that it may rectify the level of adam, so that it not be “and there was no
man to work.”
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But the main service of “to work it and to guard it” is specifically in the days of Mashiach.
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And prayer, which is the level of the lifting up of the soul, corresponds to the offerings, but it is not
truly at the level of offerings, for there [in the offerings] is the level of the ascent of all the worlds in

general, even the soul of the animal, which goes down below to the earth.
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Now concerning the level of the vine and wine mentioned above, it is said, “Binding his foal to the
vine.” This means that in the days of Mashiach, when the level of adam will be completed, then the
whole of Israel will be elevated to the highest rank, so that they will be at the level of the vine and of
the “wine that gladdens,” with the joy of a mitzvah;
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and there will also be osri (“binding”), [that is,] oser (“binds”) [and] yud: for the level of the yud,
which is the level of supernal Chochmah (wisdom), binds and connects to the level of the vine.
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(The matter of Chochmah is the level of self-nullification (bittul), which must be present in the joy;

see what is explained on the verse “And G-d did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,”

and on the verse “On the eighth day, an assembly.”) And through this they will be at the level of iroh

(“his foal”).
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For iroh bears two interpretations: the sense of ayir (foal), as in “a wild donkey’s foal, man,” and
the level of ir (city), “the city of G-d.”
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The explanation of the matter: it is written, “A man is born a wild donkey’s foal.” “Is born” means:
when his emotive attributes (middos) are as at his birth and by his nature, not having been trans-
formed in him to stand against his nature; for this is man’s service, to stand against his hard na-

ture out of love of G-d and awe of Him.
QTR N2 9%y RPN 720 7712 1 PR Y2701 y2UAwd 2”Rwn
Whereas when nature assists, this is not wholehearted service, and he is called “a wild donkey’s
foal, man.”
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But when he is bound to the level of the vine, the level of wine that comes out of the vine through
treading and from the low-lying vines, etc., as mentioned above, then he becomes the level of iroh,
the city of G-d, which is the level of “the city of our G-d,” as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,
“When is He called great? When He is in the city of our G-d,” etc.
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“And the son of his she-donkey to the choice vine (sorekah).” Now sorekah is a soft, young shoot
whose grapes are still few, and little wine comes out of it; it is called sorekah, [from] the vowel
shuruk.
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For the vine (gefen) is the level of segol, and also all the vowels of gefen are segol.
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As it is written, “You transplanted a vine from Egypt,” etc., “The mountains were covered with its
shade.” Explanation: “its shade” is the level of shade, as it is written, “Havayah is your shade,” that
is, “He made darkness His hiding place”; and this is what rises above and covers the level of

“mountains,” which are the Patriarchs.
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Now the Patriarchs are three, the level of segol, and this is the level of the vine (gefen). But sorekah
is the level of the vowel shuruk; and the shuruk also has the three dots of the segol, except that they

are one below the other.
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So it is that when a person is at the level of drawing near and of fiery enthusiasm, by the power of
the three points, from below to above, from above to below, and the intermediate, etc., as ex-

plained elsewhere, then he is called the level of segol.
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But when he is at the level of distance, except that he is at the level of acknowledgment, that is, he
knows that he is far from G-d, and becomes bowed and acknowledging, and his heart does not ven-

ture to approach because of his self-nullification (bittul), he is called the level of shuruk.
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[It has] three dots one below the other: that is to say, he lowers himself further and further, so that
in his own eyes he is far from attaining this, saying, “Who am I,” etc. And through this, from the
level of “his she-donkey” there comes to be the level of “the son of,” the level of a son, as it is writ-

ten, “You are children,” etc.: to be like “a son is his father’s leg.”
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Now the transformation of these levels comes about through “he washed in wine,” etc. Kibbes
(“washed”) is in the past tense.
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For the ultimate perfection of the days of Mashiach, and the perfection of the level of adam, to be at
the level of iroh and the level of a son, comes through his having already washed in the wine of the
exile: through our service in the time of exile, to arouse the love and the joy of a mitzvah, darkness
is transformed into light, and this is the ultimate purpose of the days of Mashiach, as explained
above.
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