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“Yehudah, you — your brothers
shall acknowledge you”
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“Yehudah, you — your brothers shall acknowledge you,” etc. Now, Yehudah is named after “This
time I will acknowledge (odeh),” and this is the quality of acknowledgment (hoda’ah) in the souls of
Israel as awhole: “We acknowledge You,” and “we bend the knee, bow down and acknowledge.”
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Only, below, since it is subject to time, it is called “This time (hapa’am) [ will acknowledge,” for not
all times are alike. But above, in the source from which their souls are hewn, it is above time, and
there it is called Yehudah, for the yud indicates the present, as in “Thus Iyov would do (ya’aseh).”
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And the meaning of the word would be like yodeh [“he acknowledges”], with the addition of a hei:
Yehudah. (And in Nechemiah 11, Yehudah is written with a segol under the dalet.)
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And the matter of “This time I will acknowledge” is [that it comes] after the birth and revelation of

the levels of Reuven, Shimon and Levi, for they are the very ones that bring about this quality of

acknowledgment.
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And this is [the meaning of] “your brothers shall acknowledge you.” The explanation of this matter:
Reuven is named after “See, a son” (re’u ben), the level of seeing (re’iyah); and this level of seeing
is what brings about the drawing forth of the level of love.
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As it is written, “The face of a lion on the right”: aryeh (lion) has the letters of re’iyah (seeing). And
likewise the banner of the camp of Reuven was to the south. For seeing is a matter of drawing close
out of affection, as it is written, “Like the first ripe fig on the fig tree in its first season, I saw your fa-

thers,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For Havayah has seen,” etc., “for now my husband will love me,” etc.
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And this drawing forth in the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is the level of “gazing at the
glory of the King,” to arouse love until it desires to cleave to Him, blessed be He. And in this way
the Verses of Praise (Pesukei deZimra) and [the blessing] Yotzer Or were instituted before the

Shema, so that one should come to the fulfillment of “And you shall love” in the Shema.
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For the main purpose of recounting the praise of the Omnipresent is that knowledge alone is not

enough, since it is a state of concealment; and even “a thief at the mouth of the tunnel,” etc.
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And he will not come to the fulfillment of “And you shall love” unless he goes out from concealment
into revelation, and from the level of knowing to the level of actual seeing, which is the level of rev-
elation — specifically “to gaze.” That is, by speaking at length of His praises, blessed be He, and
deepening his mind [in] how “Your kingship is a kingship over all worlds”:
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“A thousand thousands, and myriads of myriads,” etc.; and He alone, blessed be He, is single and
unique, just as before the world was created, as in the words, “Single One, Life of the worlds, King,”

etc.
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The true meaning of the name “Single” (yachid) is that He alone is. And the meaning of “One”

(echad) is that the level of the aleph is drawn into the ches and the dalet, which are the seven heav-

ens and the earth, etc.,
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so that they be nullified to His unity, blessed be He: the life-force of heaven and earth rises and is
absorbed into its source; and in this way even the life-force of the spiritual [realms] rises, as it is
written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc. (and see about this on the verse “And I appeared to
Avraham?”).
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And only in “Blessed be the Name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever” [is it said] that the
existence of separate worlds is only from the level of His Malchus (sovereignty), blessed be He.
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And when he dwells at length on this matter in the depth of his understanding, in a revealed way in
his mind and not as knowledge alone, then from this he gives birth to love revealed in his heart,
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so that “my soul longs, and even pines,” etc.; and he will come to the actual fulfillment of “And you
shall love Havayah your G-d” — that is, to cleave to Him, to the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be
He, Himself; as it is written, “Whom do I have in heaven,” etc.
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Now, it is written, “with all your heart,” and our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “with both your in-

clinations.” That is, the love should be at the level of a baal teshuvah (one who returns).
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For teshuvah (return) is not specifically for one who has sins in his hand, G-d forbid, but rather [it

applies] even to every person; for the meaning of teshuvah is to return the soul to its source and

root, where it was included in its Emanator, blessed be He, and “bound in the bond of life with

Havayah” Himself.
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And it descended from its place of glory and was clothed in this physical world, so that even all the
spiritual perceptions that it grasps while clothed within the body fall under the category of time

and space.
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And it must be returned through “They cried out to Havayah in their distress (tzar),” for “the place
is too narrow (tzar) for him,” which is the level of constriction (meitzar) and limit. And of this it is
said, “who brought you out of the land of Egypt (Mitzrayim)” — from the level of constriction

(meitzar), etc.
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For through the bitterness he will feel over the opposite [state], the love for G-d will grow with sur-
passing strength, to be absorbed in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He — like the advan-

tage of light that comes from darkness.
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And of this our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “In the place where baalei teshuvah (those who re-
turn) stand,” etc. And as is brought in the Zohar, that “they draw it with greater force”: so that there
be a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself upon his soul, until even the
life-force of the body and the animal soul, and their faculties, are transformed and return to G-d,
and “darkness is transformed into light.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “For Havayah has seen my affliction.” The explanation: through “my

affliction and my wandering,” which is the bitterness of the soul — [that is,] through an arousal
from below, an arousal from above is drawn forth; and “as in water, face [answers]| face,” etc.:
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the advantage of light, at the level of seeing from above to below: “for he will love me” at the level

of Ishi (“my husband”), that is, as it is written, “On that day you will call Me Ishi.”
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And the meaning of Ishi is truly eish sheli, “my fire.” That is, the longing from below to above, the

level of “and your longing shall be for your husband (ishech)” — which is precisely “my fire” —

should be in the manner of absorption in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, until

He Himselfwill be Ishi, truly “my fire.”
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For “and His right hand embraces me,” in the manner of embrace and absorption, so that there be

arevelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself upon my soul through this longing.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayechi/1/ 6



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYECHI - MAAMAR 1 N9 -PHN -“-ng a0R 07

23w °2Y LRI%T N2 R [yaw nxopaw] WPPRAW ANWRT °D N2 1P RIAW 12IRT 7PV 3T 1AM
W P12 ROAW 1YRWN ¥I1Ww OR 7% NYRW SN2 ROT [yaw nxepaw] W7pAW
Now, this is the matter of Reuven, which is the matter of the first paragraph of the Shema, which is
the level of ratzo (running forth). And the second paragraph of the Shema is the level of Shimon —
“And it will be, if you will surely listen (shamoa tishme’u)” —which is the level of shov (returning).
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For seeing is from close by, and that is the level of love that comes from closeness. But hearing is
from afar, and it is what brings about the level of awe, as it is written, “Havayah, I have heard the
report of You (shim’acha); I was afraid.” For awe comes because of the level of distance that is

drawn from the level of “the left pushes away.”
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For since he pushes himself away and humbles himself, saying to his soul, “Who is he whose heart

would dare to approach,” etc., then awe and dread fall upon him in his heart.
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As it is written, “The people saw, and they trembled, and they stood from afar”: because of “they
trembled,” for terror and dread fell upon them, therefore “they stood from afar,” at the level of

hearing. And it is like the matter of “If your heart runs, return to the One.”
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And this is the matter of the second paragraph of the Shema, which is the level of awe, as it is writ-
ten, “Take heed, lest [your heart] be seduced,” etc. And this is what is written, “For Havayah has

heard that I am hated,” and like the matter of “Despised in his own eyes, rejected.”
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That is, through an arousal from below — that he is regarded in his own eyes as “hated” through
“the left pushes away” — there comes to be an arousal from above: “For Havayah has heard,” the

level of hearing from afar, in order to draw down the level of awe from above.
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(And with this one will understand the matter of Shema and VeHayah, which are Chesed (kindness)
and Gevurah (restraint), and the Names Mem-Beis (42) and Ayin-Beis (72); only that there is an in-
terinclusion: for Shema is Chesed, love, Reuven, and it also contains Gevurah, the level of “He has
seen my affliction” mentioned above; and likewise VeHayah, awe, contains love.) (See the explana-
tion of this on [the verse] “These are the journeys” (Eileh Masei) and on [the verse] “And he lived”
(Vayechi).)
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Now, after the Shema we say, “True and firm,” etc., “and beloved and pleasant and awesome,” etc.,
“is this thing upon us”; and this is the level of Levi: “my husband will be joined (yilaveh) to me.”
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And this is the matter of “Right and left, and between them the bride.” For “His left hand is under
my head” — the level of “the left pushes away” — is what brings about the lifting of the head, etc.;

“and His right hand embraces me” — the right draws near, to be absorbed, etc.
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And the level of “my husband will be joined” is what we say in “True and firm” (Emes VeYatziv):
“this thing” — that is the Torah, whose root is very exalted, only it has been clothed in physical mat-

ters; therefore the Torah is compared to water, which descends from a high place, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayechi/1/ 8



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYECHI - MAAMAR 1 N9 -PHN -“-ng a0R 07

WO NR 2°WD1 1 9IR2 DPoNDY MDYR ongy T3n YINT PR PPRY RIT NMRR 129 DR 2000 NRN
017 112 DY 01 09 1172 ARORRNA T YN nvnn

And this he should take to heart: It is true that I am not worthy, of myself, to ascend and be ab-
sorbed in the light of G-d, and to return the soul from below to above, to unite it with its Emanator,
blessed be He — for “Who shall ascend the mountain of Havayah?” etc.
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But nevertheless, behold: the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, from its own side, as a mat-
ter of course and of its own accord, is drawn down below as well, so that it rests and is revealed in
the Torah.
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And thus this supernal unity is revealed below as above; and therefore, through occupation in
Torah, he can draw the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, down below upon his soul.
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And this is “If your heart runs, return to the One”: that also below, in the level of “return,” the level
of “One” is drawn down. And this is “my husband will be joined to me”: that the Infinite Light,

blessed be He, descends and is drawn down from above to below.
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And this is the explanation of “True and firm,” etc.: that we dwell at length on affirming and up-
holding “this thing” “upon us and upon our fathers,” etc., “upon the earlier [generations],” etc.,
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and we draw down from above “True and firm and established,” etc., “and beloved and pleasant,”
etc., so that the drawing forth of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, will rest and be re-
vealed in the light of Torah.
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However, all three levels mentioned above are still at the level of the light that fills all worlds

(memalei kol almin), for they are drawings forth from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He,

into the level of the light that fills all worlds.
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For the level of Reuven is to arouse love, so as to “long, and even pine,” etc., and to yearn to be ab-
sorbed and united in its Emanator, blessed be He — from which it follows that it is not yet absorbed
and united in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin)
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(“in the heavens above and on the earth below,” all is equal, and spiritual and physical alike “are

all considered before Him as truly nothing”). And so too the other levels, except that they are draw-

ings forth to be the light that fills all worlds, etc.
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But the level of Yehudah, which is the level of acknowledgment, is the level of self-nullification (bit-
tul) and absorption in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, itself, which encompasses all worlds; and

these are precisely the levels of the bowings in the Shemoneh Esreh prayer.
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Therefore prayer is in a whisper and in silence, at the level of the light that encompasses all worlds
(sovev kol almin), far, far above the level of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), which is

not in the category of drawing forth and bestowal at all, etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vayechi/1/ 10

11

12



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VAYECHI - MAAMAR 1 N9 -PHN -“-ng a0R 07

TR PO DR NIDDNW 212 1190 MR W NIRTENRA P12 ona pa DR 1anR owa 11y 1K)
Wnn DRI PRI MR wnn

And it does not go by the name “love” at all, but only the level of the nullification of [one’s] very ex-
istence, completely; that is, the level of [the soul] pouring herself out into her Father’s very bosom,
to be truly as naught and nothing.
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And to this the bowing alludes, as one bows before the king, nullifying himself, etc.
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Only, in order that this level, which is the level of Yehudah, be in the mode of “you” (atah) — that is,
to be revealed, as though He were face to face [with him] — there must be “your brothers shall ac-
knowledge you”: one must first set before [it] the levels of Reuven, Shimon and Levi, in which and

through which the revelation of this level of acknowledgment will be drawn forth.
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For without first [having] the levels of Reuven, Shimon and Levi, the level of Yehudah — which is

the level of self-nullification (bittul) and absorption, etc. — is not drawn forth in a revealed way, but
only in a hidden and encompassing (makif) way.

[yaw nxo1] PP IR ARI (77 pos] 1PTI0D NNTR 093 [mwy mamw] YW N99BN $NAD KK 199

nx1p] WP DMWY 1RTTPM 920 0191 110 [mawy annw] Y70 NP°DN PR 1PROINRY 0INa1) 5

(2201 27 1°N1072 [yrw nxeap] WP PN AR 7078 N°29Y3) 1PN v

Therefore it is impossible to begin the Shemoneh Esreh prayer without first [saying]| Pesukei deZ-
imra, Yotzer Or and the Shema, etc. (And at Minchah, when only the Shemoneh Esreh prayer is
said, that is because the Shema and its blessings were already said beforehand at Shacharis. And at

Maariv one must begin again with the Shema and its blessings before the prayer.)
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And this is the matter of “their beginning is wedged in their end,” and the discerning will under-
stand. (And see elsewhere, on “and to the choice vine (soreikah) his donkey’s foal,” from which it is
implied that the shuruk, which is acknowledgment, is lower than the segol, which is the level of

love and awe, etc.
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And this seemingly contradicts what is said here, that Yehudah, which is acknowledgment, is high-
er than Reuven, Shimon and Levi, which are the segol. But in truth there is no difficulty at all: ac-
knowledgment is lower than love and awe, but the acknowledgment of Yehudah is the level of self-
nullification that is above love and awe. And this is the level of David: “Surely I have stilled and si-

lenced [my soul],”
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as it is written, “And after the fire, a still, small voice.” Thus the stillness and the self-nullification
are higher than the fire, which is love, for “there the King comes”; whereas regarding fire it is writ-

ten, “Havayah is not in the fire” — rather, the fire is for Havayah, as is explained elsewhere.
1R DORYEDY 1D %19%3 122 1177 NR 22 O W AR T IRD NRY T TN
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Moreover, this is what is said here, “Yehudah, you”: that Yehudah be in the mode of “you,” that is,
in a revealed way, etc. Sometimes it is not revealed but only hidden, and then it is the acknowledg-
ment that is below love and awe. But when the acknowledgment is revealed, that is the level of true

self-nullification.)
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Now, through this, “your hand [shall be] on the nape of your enemies.” “Your enemies” are the af-

fairs of the world and the needs of the physical body: although a person needs them, nevertheless
they must be at the level of the nape and not the face
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(the level of the face means that he does the thing with heart and soul, and the level of the nape
means the level of the back, like one who throws [something| behind his shoulder, against his will,
and “as though compelled,” etc.).
1?:!i?'?‘ AvIwa 71°m° 52 wnn 97° °h2 R 9707 ROX 97 apn Sx] DAPROTPIMIN A7 RIT ™
0°2w
And “your hand” is on the nape of your enemies: do not read yadcha (“your hand”) but yudecha
(“your yuds”). And it is the level of “Your hand” itself, for “Your right hand is extended to receive
those who return.”
0°9%72 °7 Iy AWK "9Y737 707 DR PR RN 1°192% vn TunD VYHNIY oM 1°12° 512 RI1
It is the level of the right and of Chesed (kindness) that has spread down to the very lowest; and like
the matter of “Israel saw the great hand that Havayah had wrought in Egypt.”
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197 11999RT 192 BPaN° RIS ROIWN RODINKRD 975 NRT 71N 17901 ° IRD ORTY M2 70
112 NX1°20

For behold, this great descent, which is at the level of the back and “as though compelled” —who
caused a person to be drawn into being forced to this? Surely this was from G-d and from His hand,
in order to transform darkness into light: that he should pray with the strength of the eating, etc.,
and the like.
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Only, he must not be drawn [into it] at the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus), but at the level
of the nape; and this level of the nape will be included in the level of “your hand,” yudecha.
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And this is the level of “your hand” of Yehudah, etc., because it is the level of acknowledgment and
self-nullification (bittul) at the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
[which] “is equal and makes equal,” etc.: “even darkness does not darken” and “darkness is as
light” — physical and spiritual are equal.
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For behold, “You made them all with Chochmah (wisdom)” — meaning that Chochmabh is “making”
(asiyah), physicality. And if so, eating and the other physical matters too are, before Him, blessed
be He, like the spirituality of Chochmah, since Chochmabh too is physicality, etc.
TR MY 97 [eanw] PANW ToDNAW M9°32 IRTIT ON2 10 ANR TN N9YR RO NRN
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And this is the virtue of “Yehudah, you,” that is, the level of revealed acknowledgment in prayer:
that “your hand” will be “on the nape of your enemies” at the time when he is occupied with “the
nape of your enemies,”
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and then, [although] the love passes and departs from him, nevertheless an impression (reshimu)

remains, etc. But this is specifically at the level of the nape, and not the face.
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But the main cause of the whole virtue of this level — that there be “Yehudah, you” — and the cause
that there be “your brothers shall acknowledge you”: of this it is said, “your father’s sons shall bow

down to you.”
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For behold, bowing is the level of drawing down; and this is the matter of the bowings in the
Shemoneh Esreh, which are precisely drawings down (see the beginning of Parshas Vayeshev, [on]

“and behold, the sun,” etc., “were bowing to me”).
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And the level of “your father” is the level of “as a father has compassion on [his] children,” “our
Father, the merciful Father”: for compassion is the level of a father, and the offspring of compas-
sion are the level of charity and kindness, “to revive the spirit of the lowly.” For whoever does kind-
ness with the attribute of compassion, to have mercy on the poor and the orphans, is at the level of

“your father’s sons.”
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Also, the level of “your father” is the Torah, for “the Torah comes forth from Chochmah (wisdom),”
which is the level of “father”; as it is written, “Hear, my son, the instruction of your father” — this is

the Written Torah, etc. And “your father’s sons” are those who occupy themselves with Torah.
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And this is “and your father’s sons shall bow down to you”: for “your father’s sons,” those who oc-

cupy themselves with Torah and with acts of kindness — they are the ones who “shall bow down to

»

you.
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And they draw you down, so that “their beginning is wedged in their end”; for the Torah and acts of
kindness are what give strength to the soul to arouse love and awe, until there is the level of ac-
knowledgment and self-nullification (bittul); and through this “your brothers shall acknowledge

you,” so that there be “Yehudah, you,” as explained above.
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