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“And Havayah said to Moshe and to Aharon, saying,” etc.: “Take your staff and cast it down before
Pharaoh; it will become a serpent,” etc., up to “and Aharon’s staff swallowed up their staffs.”
1INIW NWRIT NDINA T MW 70 01 LI0NR? 997 0 O7ARY) whIk eI aunt Py 1020
(Mon wyn 5% 0Ty yIn?

To understand the matter of the staff that turned into a snake (and afterward turned back into a
staff; and also the fact that this was the first wonder they gave Pharaoh, and that it came before all

the Ten Plagues):
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Now, it is written, “And they emptied out Egypt,” and our Sages, of blessed memory, said (Pe-
sachim 119a) that they made it like a deep without fish. This means that they gathered all the sparks
that had fallen to them in the breaking [of the vessels], and Egypt was emptied of them, until they

were left like a deep, etc., and they did not leave there even a single spark.
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Now, to understand the matter of the sparks that fell in the breaking of the vessels, and the matter
of their elevation: the explanation is that, as is known, the breaking is the “death” of the seven pri-
mordial kings of Tohu, which shattered and fell down into [the worlds of|] Beriah, Yetzirah and

Asiyah, into the state of the kelipos (husks) and the sitra achra (the other side).
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That is, it is like the analogy of a person’s soul: before it came into the body, it was utterly nullified
before the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He (as it is written, “As Havayah lives, before
Whom I stood”).
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That is because then there was nothing darkening and concealing the revelation of G-dliness from
it; therefore it was utterly nullified to its source.
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But once it has descended below and been clothed in the physical body, the body conceals
[G-dliness] from it, so that the world and all that fills it seems to be an independent existence, a
thing separate unto itself, and it does not see the nullification of all the worlds before the Infinite

Light, blessed be He, which constantly gives them life and brings them into being.
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So too, by way of analogy, is the matter of the breaking of the vessels, in which the sparks of Tohu

fell and were clothed in the kelipos (husks) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, so that the kelipos cast

darkness over the sparks and conceal them on every side,
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so that they do not sense the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, until they
can be an independent existence, a thing unto itself, as in Pharaoh’s saying, “My river is mine, and
I have made myself,” except that they call Him “the G-d of gods.”
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And although before the breaking the sparks were nullified and united with the Infinite One (Ein
Sof), blessed be He, because then the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) was revealed in them openly, in

complete union,
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yet after the breaking, when the sparks descended and were clothed within the kelipos (husks),
which clothe them and conceal the revelation of G-dliness, as in the analogy of the body, which
conceals and darkens [G-dliness] from the soul, as mentioned above, therefore they cannot be in a

state of self-nullification (bittul) as they were at first.
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This is why they are called by the name kelipos (husks): they are like a husk that covers and sur-

rounds the fruit enclosed within it and hides it, like the shell of a nut. And there is no remedy for
getting the fruit out except by breaking the shell.
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So too, in order to extract the sparks of holiness from the kelipos that conceal them, there had to be
a breaking of the kelipos; and this was the meaning of the signs, the wonders and the plagues in

Egypt, as will be explained below, G-d willing.
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Now, it is written, “A river goes out from Eden,” etc., “and from there it divides and becomes four
heads. The name of the first is Pishon,” etc.
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The meaning of “the river that goes out from Eden” is the drawing-forth and illumination that is
drawn from the Supernal Chochmah (wisdom) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), in which the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, is clothed.
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In it and through it the Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn into all of Atzilus, and it is drawn

down to the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus, which is called “the garden.”
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This is [the meaning of| “to water the garden.” And there, in Atzilus, “He and His vessels (ihu vegar-

mohi) are one in them.” Therefore the river is one, it being the world of oneness.
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But once it reaches the head of the World of Beriah (Creation), then “from there it divides,” in a

state of separation and division, into four rivers, for that is the beginning of division.
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Now, as in the analogy of rivers, where one river is not like another, neither in its nature, for this
one is sweet, clear water and the other is not so, nor in its size, for this one extends two hundred

parasangs and the other extends a hundred, and the like,
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so too the supernal rivers are not like one another:
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that is, Pishon, the Nile, the prince of Egypt: many sparks from the World of Tohu were drawn and

fell into it, more than fell into Babylon, etc.
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Now the wonders that G-d, may He be blessed, showed Egypt will be understood, as it is written,

“And Egypt shall know that I am Havayah.” The meaning of “shall know” (veyadu) is an expression
of breaking, as it is written, “and with them he thrashed (vayoda) the men of Sukkos.”
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The explanation is as explained above: in order to extract the spark from the kelipah (husk) that

covers it, it cannot be done except by breaking the kelipah, as in the analogy of the nut, etc.
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The point is that through breaking the kelipah there can be a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, to the spark, until it is absorbed into His G-dliness, may He be blessed.
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And this is the meaning of “the horse and its rider He has hurled.” That is, the rider is the kelipah,
which rides upon the spark and covers it. And this is the meaning of “Pharaoh’s chariots,” etc. And
through their breaking the sparks were revealed and were absorbed into the Infinite One (Ein Sof),
blessed be He.
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(With this we can resolve what is written at the Splitting of the Sea, “And Egypt shall know that I am

Havayah.” At first glance this is puzzling, for further on it is written, “Not even one of them
remained.”
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Rather, the meaning of “shall know” is an expression of breaking, etc. Through this there was a
revelation of the Infinite Light to the sparks, and they knew, with actual knowledge, that “I am

Havayah.” And see what is explained elsewhere on this question.)
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In the same way, the Ten Plagues were in order to break the kelipos and extract the sparks from
them.
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But the Jewish people themselves did not need wonders at all, for they are believers, the children of
believers, as it is written, “And the people believed, and they heard that Havayah had
remembered,” etc. Only in order to extract the sparks swallowed up within the kelipos proper did
there have to be the Ten Plagues mentioned above, which is for the sake of “And Egypt shall know,”

etc.

MY WP 0N eI 1AV RITW AYID° [(ane ownl W ARITY NWRAT NDIAT 1°IY 1290 M

MDA WY PP nnTp

With this we will understand the first wonder that G-d, may He be blessed, showed Pharaoh, namely
the staff that turned into a snake, which is the prelude to all the Ten Plagues.
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For, as has been explained, the Ten Plagues were to break the kelipos (husks), which are in the state
of an independent existence, a thing unto itself, as it is written, “My river is mine,” etc., except that

they call Him “the G-d of gods,” as mentioned above.
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The purpose of the wonders is to show them how, although they are actual kelipos (husks) and the
sitra achra (the other side), they nevertheless receive life-force from holiness constantly, at every

moment,
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and that in truth they are not an independent existence, a thing separate unto itself, as they falsely
imagine, but rather they are utterly nullified before His G-dliness, may He be blessed. It is only
that the life-force is drawn to them through screens and a chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of many
and immense levels, and the contractions (tzimtzumim) and concealments became so strong that

they can say, “My river is mine,” etc.
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Therefore, when a great illumination that is above the contractions (tzimtzumim) is revealed, they
are nullified and rendered void; and this was the meaning of the wonders, etc.
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And this is what the first wonder indicated, in the staff that turned into a snake. The meaning of
“staff” (mateh) is an expression of drawing forth and inclining.
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Likewise “rod” (shevet) is also an expression of drawing forth, as in kochva deshavit, a comet. That
is, the entire drawing-forth of the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) of holi-

ness, from the head of all levels to the end of all levels, is called “staff.”
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And the serpent is the source of the kelipos (husks) of Egypt, as it is written, “the great serpent that

lies in the midst of his rivers.” And Moshe and Aharon showed him how the staff turned into a
snake,
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that is, from the level of the light and drawing-forth of holiness that is called “staff,” the life-force
and existence are drawn to the serpent, the source of the kelipos. As it is written, “Her feet go

down,” etc., and “His kingship rules over all.”
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Only, this is through the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) and many contractions (tz-

imtzumim), as mentioned above, until it can be turned from a staff into a snake (and see Tikkunei
Zohar, Tikkun 22, on the meaning of “staff”),
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for through these many contractions the flow from the level of the staff is concealed so greatly that
there can come into being “the great serpent that lies in the midst of his rivers,” which says, “My

river is mine,” etc., as mentioned above.
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Afterward they showed him how the snake turned into a staff, and also “Aharon’s staff swallowed
up their staffs.”
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That is, the level of the serpent returned to being nullified before G-dly holiness, as at first (and this
is the elevation of the sparks mentioned above).
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By this they showed Pharaoh and Egypt that they are not an independent existence, a thing unto it-
self, but rather at every moment life-force is drawn to them from G-dliness, only that He, may He
be blessed, is “a G-d Who hides Himself” (and when He wills, the snake turns into a staff, and the
kelipos “are as though they had never been”). In this way were all the wonders, so that “Egypt shall

know that I am Havayah,” as mentioned above.
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