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“And Elokim Spoke to Moshe and Said to Him...”
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“And Elokim spoke to Moshe and said to him, ‘I am Havayah. And I appeared to Avraham...,”” etc.

Now, this passage was said as an answer to what is written above, “And Moshe returned and said,
‘Why have You done harm...?’” etc. And the Holy One, blessed be He, answered him, “And I ap-

peared to...,” etc.
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We need to understand what kind of answer this is to “Why have You done harm.” We must also un-
derstand the matter of the sin on account of which the exile came, “with mortar and with bricks,”
etc. And it had already been so decreed at the Covenant between the Parts: “And they will enslave
them and afflict them,” etc. And why so much?
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But behold, it is written, “On the day that Havayah Elokim made earth and heaven”: for the cre-
ation of heaven and earth, He joined the Name Havayah with the Name Elokim.
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The explanation of these two Names, Havayah and Elokim, is this. Elokim is a plural form, as it is
written, “For He is a holy Elokim (Elokim kedoshim).” And Havayabh is one.
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The matter is this. It is written, “Great is Havayah and highly praised, and His greatness is un-
searchable.” And when is He great? When He is “in the city of our G-d (Elokeinu),” etc.
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For since His greatness, may He be blessed, is unsearchable, and no thought can grasp Him at all,
the term “greatness” cannot be applied to Him, except in the spreading forth of radiance and illu-

mination from the level of His Malchus (sovereignty), may He be blessed,
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as it is written, “Your sovereignty is the sovereignty of all worlds.” And this spreading forth and
drawing down is nothing but a mere radiance and illumination, and it is called the Infinite Light
(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, and the radiance of the Shechinah (Divine Presence), which is only, by
way of analogy, like the light that shines from the sun,
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as it is written, “For Havayah Elokim is a sun and a shield.”
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For just as this light, which spreads from the sun to shine upon the earth, is nothing but a radiance,
and has no comparison or relation to the essence of the sun, for it is not of its being at all, even

though it is drawn and spreads from the sun itself,
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so too the life-force (chayus) that spreads forth to sustain and bring into being the upper and lower
worlds, from the head of all levels, etc.: this is nothing but the level of radiance, for they take up no

place, and all before Him is considered as nothing.
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Now, it is written, “How many are Your works,” and it is written, “How great are Your works.” “How
many are Your works” refers to the lower worlds and all the creatures in this world, which are divid-
ed according to their kinds into many kinds of division, myriads upon myriads of levels, among
the mineral, vegetable, animal and human: for there are so many kinds of mineral, and so many

kinds of vegetable, etc.
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And each and every kind has a taste of its own, such as apples, nuts and almonds, and the like
among plants: each one has a taste of its own, so that no one resembles another. And so too with all

kinds of herbs: every herb has a taste of its own.
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And the taste is spiritual, from the mazal (constellation) that flows upon it, for “there is no herb be-
low...,” etc. And all this is from the refuse of the higher worlds,
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as it is written, “And all my innards [bless] His holy Name”: for there is the level of supernal in-

nards, which sort out the refuse to bestow it upon this physical world.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “He stretched out His left [hand]| and created the earth,
and He stretched out His right [hand] and created the heavens” (and see on this in the Zohar, Part
II, 20a, 37a, end of 85b; Part I, 30a).
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For the earth receives from the level of the left, and of this it is said, “How many are Your works.”
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But “How great are Your works” refers to the higher worlds, angels and souls, who delight in G-d,

and no one delight resembles another.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “In the future, the Holy One, blessed be He, will cause

each and every tzaddik to inherit three hundred and ten worlds, as it is said, ‘To cause those who

999

love Me to inherit substance (yesh),”” etc. Now at first glance this is not understood: why does every

tzaddik need so many worlds? Does he need property?
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But the matter is that “the reward of a mitzvah is the mitzvah”: it is the drawing down of the super-
nal delight, so that they will enjoy the radiance of the Shechinah.
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And each and every mitzvah has a delight of its own. Also, the nature of one tzaddik does not re-
semble another’s in his service, in his being stirred to love and awe, for one is stirred, etc., and an-

other is stirred, etc.
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Therefore, in the future the Holy One, blessed be He, will cause each and every tzaddik to inherit,
etc. For each one is an abode of its own,
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at the level of a particular and unique radiance and comprehension, which he comprehends, and

in which he takes pleasure and delights in G-d with a particular delight, unique and distinct from

the delight and comprehension of his fellow tzaddik, for each one is according to his own measure.
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And the radiance of the Shechinah includes myriads upon myriads of levels and kinds of delight
for the souls, truly without end or limit, for it is drawn from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed
be He.
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Now, the division of the life-force (chayus) from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) to all the worlds, in

the many divisions of levels, in many kinds of delight for each and every one according to his own

measure, is what is called by the Name Elokim, a plural form, because of the many divisions in the

spreading forth of the life-force from above.
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And this is precisely the spreading forth of His greatness, may He be blessed, in a revealed way, so
that they will recognize and know His greatness and His splendor, which is why they delight “to be-
hold the pleasantness of Havayah.”

DNPNIR °919°8 O 0°N2% .0°N2 7120 Y2pnRw 11 °pl %Y .U’i?]?N 2592 RITWD P17 onnox 11
.0°N2 W N2 0°1AR "N [77°%° 9902] °”02 W7
And this is [the meaning of] “When is He great? When He is in the city of our G-d (Elokeinu).” A
“city” is what is gathered from many houses. And “houses” are combinations of letters, as it is stat-
ed in Sefer Yetzirah: “Two stones build two houses.”
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That is, the level of letters, and the drawings-forth by which the life-force divides into many houses
and levels, just as, by way of analogy, the intellect divides into the letters of thought.
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So too the spreading forth of His greatness, may He be blessed, divides into many aspects of divi-
sion and a multitude of delights in all the worlds, for each one according to his own measure. And
then He is called Elokim, a plural form, because of the many divisions in the spreading forth of the

life-force, in a revealed way, to worlds and creatures.
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This is not so with Havayah, which is called “one,” for Havayah is the level of the source of all exis-
tences (havayos) and the root of everything, before it comes to be drawn forth in a revealed way “in

the city of our G-d,” etc.
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Now, from the level of Elokim the quality of awe is drawn down below, as it is written, “And Elokim
has made it so that they fear before Him,” and it is written, “Fear Elokim.”
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And it is written, “You shall fear Havayah your Elokim,” for at the level of Havayah, no thought can
grasp Him. Only at the level of Elokim, which is the spreading forth of His greatness, may He be
blessed, will dread and the awe of shame fall upon a person, etc.
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And so too, love is drawn forth specifically through the level of Elokim, as it is written, “Praise Him
for His mighty deeds; praise Him according to His abundant greatness.”
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And it is written, “And you shall love Havayah your Elokim,” etc.: for there to be love for Havayah
in the manner of self-nullification (bittul) of [one’s very] existence before the level of “no thought
[can grasp Him],” etc., it must first come through the level of Elokim: that one contemplate the

greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, and His spreading forth into the creatures.
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And from this he will turn to love Havayah, Whom “no thought [can grasp],” etc. That is, through

the level of the union of Havayah with Elokim.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/vaeira/2/ 7

12

13

14



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS VA’EIRA - MAAMAR 2 1 9INR -131?}{ SRR YN T?N D’PTPN 297

SR RIRT Y1 M QW 21903 R DOPOR M2 UYW SN CIR 1PPR NRM Iwn DR 0OP9R 937 1N
LTI 17293 19 [k namk] PR MITAT Q7 10 PRzt 071aN

And this is [the meaning of|] “And Elokim spoke to Moshe and said to him, ‘I am Havayah’”: for
through the level of Elokim there is the revelation of the Name Havayah. And through this, “And I
appeared to Avraham and Yitzchak,” etc.: these are the emotive attributes (middos), love and awe,

etc., which are born from this.
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And of this it is said, “On the day that Havayah Elokim made earth and heaven”: this is the union of
Havayah with Elokim, so that there will be a revelation of the Name Havayah below.
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But it is known that the main purpose of the love [that rises] from below to above is to bring it
about that the supernal love, which is the essential [love], will come upon a person from above.
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And the Patriarchs are themselves the level of the Chariot. This means that Avraham is a chariot for
the supernal love, as it is written, “And Avram journeyed, going on and journeying,” from below to
above, until “the south,” which is the supernal love, so that it would rest upon him from above in

the manner of a rider, and he would be a chariot for it.
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Now, through an arousal from below [comes] an arousal from above. But who brings about and
joins the supernal love of the arousal from above, which is at the level of the Infinite (Ein Sof), so
that it rests and is revealed in the arousal from below, in the soul of man, which is limited and cre-

ated as something from nothing?
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Of this it is said, “as Kel Shaddai,” meaning, “Who said to His world, ‘Enough (dai)!"” “His world” is

what is written, “A world of kindness will be built.”
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And “will be built” means [built] as a building, as it is written, “With wisdom a house is built.” Just
as a person builds a house in order to dwell in it, so the Chesed (kindness) must be built into a
house, so that the soul can dwell in it. For the supernal Chesed and the supernal love are at the lev-
el of the Infinite (Ein Sof).
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And it cannot be a dwelling for the soul and the settled place of her abode except through many
contractions (tzimtzumim), so that there is the level of olam (world) and concealment (he’elem) of
the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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And [it must be] built in the form of a house, which is through combinations of letters: “Two stones
build,” etc. And in the future the Holy One, blessed be He, will cause every tzaddik to inherit three
hundred and ten worlds, the level of yesh (substance), as it is written, “To cause those who love Me

to inherit substance (yesh).”
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For through many contractions and descents, and the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of the levels,
itwill be drawn down so that the supernal Chesed and the supernal love will be revealed at the level
of yesh, so that the souls will be able to receive and to enjoy the radiance, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “He said to His world, ‘Enough’”: it is the level of tzimtzum (contrac-
tion), through which “I appeared to Avraham,” etc., so that there will be a revelation of the super-
nal love, which is the essential [love]. And of this it is said, “And you shall love Havayah your

Elokim”: “And you shall love” (ve’ahavta) is a transitive verb (po’el yotzei).
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And similarly, “to love (le’ahavah) Havayah,” and it does not say le’ehov, etc., for the main thing is

to draw down the supernal love in the reading of the Shema.
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This is what is written, “I have loved you, says Havayah.” And this love will be “with all your heart
(levavecha)”: within all your heart, “with both your inclinations.”
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For even the evil inclination will turn to the love of G-d, because when the supernal love is drawn

down upon it, its heart will of itself utterly melt, “as wax melts,” etc. And there will be iskafya (sub-

jugation), etc.
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And this is drawn down in the reading of the Shema. For from Pesukei DeZimrah until the Shema
there must be the love [that rises] from below to above, but in the Shema there must be the drawing

down of the supernal love.
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But all this concerns the revelation of the drawing forth of the emotive attributes (middos), love
and awe, which is the union of Havayah with Elokim, when it has already been drawn into the level
of Elokim.
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But “and My Name Havayah,” that is, at the level of Havayah alone, before it comes to the revela-

tion of being drawn into the emotive attributes, [Havayah] being the source and root of all exis-

tences (havayos) and the source of life, etc.: “I was not known to them.”
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For it does not come to be revealed in the soul by virtue of an arousal from below, but only because
of “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,” precisely “His.” The Holy One, blessed be He,

puts on tefillin, etc.
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And [so too] the study of Torah, which is equal to them all, for the source of the Torah is exceeding-
ly high, as it is stated in the Zohar on the verse “What profit does a man have in all his toil that he

toils under the sun?”: the Torah is different, for its toil is above the sun.
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This means that it is exceedingly high above the level of “a sun and a shield, Havayah Elokim,” that
is, when Havayah is drawn into Elokim, etc. And the revelation of this level was not drawn down to
the Patriarchs, but only to Israel at the Giving of the Torah: “Face to face He spoke,” etc.: “Anochi
(I),” He Who is Anochi, etc.
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But in order for this level to be revealed at the Giving of the Torah, there first had to be a withdraw-
al upward. For its root above is the level of “reaching and not reaching” (mati velo mati), and “the
life-force [is] running and returning” (ratzo vashov). And for there to be the level of “reaching,”

there must first be the level of “not reaching.”
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And in proportion to the “returning” in revelation that comes afterward, so is the “running” that

comes first. Therefore there was first the time of the exile and the dominion of Egypt, because of

the withdrawal of the life-force upward.
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For it is written, “Havayah is high above all nations; His glory is above the heavens.” For all the

idolatrous nations receive their flow and life-force from the level of exaltedness: “high,” etc.,

“above the heavens,” etc.
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For when He is at the level of “Who lowers [Himself] to look upon the heavens,” then it is written,
“Who is like Havayah our Elokim,” for the Holy One, blessed be He, rests His Shechinah only upon

Israel.
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That is, in the drawing down of the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, be-

low, which depends on the deeds of those below, who by their service draw down this level of

revelation.
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This is not so with the source above, which is the level of exaltedness: the idolatrous nations too re-
ceive their flow from there, through the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) and the lowering of the

levels.
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As it is written, “And these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned

over the children of Israel” (as is known from the matter of the breaking of the vessels). And this is

what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Why is it called Mount Sinai? Because hatred (sin’ah)

descended toward the idolatrous nations.”
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That is, through Mount Sinai specifically, with the revelation at the Giving of the Torah. But before
the Giving of the Torah there was no hatred at all, for from there the idolatrous nations too receive
their life-force.
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Therefore, when Moshe said, “Why have You done harm,” this was the answer: “And I appeared to
Avraham,” etc., “and My Name Havayah, I was not known to them.”
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And now I desire that “you shall know that I am Havayah, and I will be Elokim to you.” This means
that the level of Havayah alone will itself be for you at the level of Elokim, which rests upon you.
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And this was Yaakov’s intention in his prayer, “And Havayah will be Elokim to me.” This means:
Havayah alone will itself be for me at the level of Elokim. And in order for this revelation to be at

this level too, there first had to be a withdrawal of the life-force.
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And there He is “high above all nations.” Therefore, in the same measure and weight as the revela-
tion of G-dliness that was to come at the Giving of the Torah, so was the withdrawal, and the time of
the exile and the dominion of Egypt, two hundred and ten years, etc.
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And therefore, in the exile of Edom too, the length of the exile is at the level of “running,” so that
there will be the level of “returning” in the days of Mashiach, etc.
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For “eye to eye,” etc., with greater exaltation and greater power than at the Giving of the Torah,

when they did not see eye to eye, but rather heard what is seen, etc.
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Now, the first level, which is the level of the union of Havayah with Elokim in the revelation of the

drawing forth of the emotive attributes (middos), is called “with all your heart,” for the heart is the
source of the emotive attributes and their dwelling place.
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Whereas the revelation of the level of Havayah alone is called “with all your soul,” which is the lev-

el of the binding of the whole soul: Chochmah (wisdom), Binah (understanding) and Daas (knowl-

edge) with Chochmah, Binah and Daas, and thought, speech, etc.
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As it is written, “And I have put My words in your mouth,” and “My words which I have put in your
mouth.” And as in the matter of “the Shechinah spoke from the throat of Moshe.” And, “I am the
Mishnah that speaks in your mouth,” etc. And through this, “and you shall speak of them,” etc.
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