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“You shall make holy garments
for Aharon your brother”
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“You shall make holy garments for Aharon your brother,” etc.; “And you shall speak to all the wise-
hearted, whom I have filled with a spirit of wisdom, and they shall make Aharon’s garments to sanc-
tify him,” etc.; “And they shall make holy garments for Aharon your brother and for his sons,” etc.
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[We need] to understand these three makings of Aharon’s garments: that of Moshe, that of the wise-
hearted, and the unqualified “and they shall make,” which implies [a making] of the whole of Israel.
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Now, Aharon is one of the seven shepherds who sustain and draw down [influence] to the souls of
Israel as a whole from the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He; for he is the man of Chesed
(kindness) and the High Priest, who draws down the level of great love (ahavah rabbah). And

Aharon’s garments are garments for this love.
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This is like what is written, “Days were formed,” for the days are the level of garments; and as is

9,

stated in the Zohar on the verse “And Avraham was old, come into days”: “supernal days, which are

garments,” etc.
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For every soul has garments of Torah and mitzvos, which a person does: from the intention of the
mitzvos and the heart’s desire (re’usa deliba), garments are made in the Higher Gan Eden; and

from plain practical mitzvos, garments are made in the Lower Gan Eden, as is known.
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And the days allotted to a person, the number of the days of the years of his life, are just so many
days as the measure of the garments that the soul needs to have from the Torah and mitzvos that he

will do, each day’s portion on its day.
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Now, it is known that Avraham is the first shepherd of the seven shepherds, who also draws down
the level of love to the souls of Israel as awhole, as it is written, “Avraham, who loves Me.”
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And the difference between the attribute of Aharon, the man of Chesed, and the attribute of
Avraham, “who loves Me,” will be understood from what is stated in the Zohar: “There is Chesed
and there is Chesed: there is a Chesed called ‘everlasting kindness’ (chesed olam), and there is a

Chesed called ‘and abundant in kindness’ (verav chesed),” etc.
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The explanation of this matter: it is known that through an arousal from below [there comes] an
arousal from above.
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Now, even before the arousal from below, an arousal from above comes first, so that there may be
an arousal from below: to awaken a person’s heart, to rouse him from his sleep in the vanities of
the world, after which human nature is drawn, and to draw his heart to the service of G-d, to cleave

to Him.
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This arousal from above is from the level of everlasting kindness (chesed olam), as it is written,

“And the kindness of Havayah is from everlasting to everlasting”; “I will sing of the kindnesses of

Havayah forever (olam)” — this is the level of Avraham’s rank, who merited to be a chariot

(merkavah) for this Chesed.
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As it is written, “kindness to Avraham?”: this is the attribute of the natural love in the heart of the
souls of Israel as a whole, except that it is hidden and covered by a garment of sackcloth, namely

the body and the animal soul.
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This arousal from above is to awaken the love, until it desires to strip off its garments, to cleave to
Him, may He be blessed, and to cry out to G-d in his distress from the inwardness of a man and a
deep heart, to draw his heart after G-d, as is the nature of his soul, of itself and as a matter of
course.
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But through an arousal from below, an arousal from above: that is, a person arouses on high the

level of “abundant in kindness” (verav chesed), which is the level of Aharon the High Priest. And

this level is far loftier than the level of everlasting kindness (chesed olam),
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for everlasting kindness is from the level of the coming into being of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), in the order of the levels, by way of cause and effect, where every effect

bears some proportion and relation to its cause,
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as, by way of analogy, the revelation of the intellect in the emotive attributes (middos), love and

awe, etc.: the emotive attributes receive from the revelation of the intellect, which is actually en-

clothed in them; and likewise the emotive attributes in thought, and thought in speech, etc.
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But the level of “abundant in kindness” is far, far above the chain of descending worlds: it is the
level of the revelation of the drawing down, and the enclothement, of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
blessed be He, in Chochmah (wisdom) and Chesed, etc.
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That is, for there to be the beginning of the coming into being of the level of Chochmah, etc.; and
Chochmah “is found from ayin (nothing)” in the most literal sense, for there is no comparison to
Him at all, as is stated in the Tikkunei Zohar: “Not that You have a known righteousness,” etc., “nor

of any of the attributes,” etc.
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And He is also above Chochmah, exalted and lofty, etc., as it is written, “You have made them all
with wisdom”: the level of physical making, etc.
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And the way of this revelation and this drawing down, so that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed
be He, is enclothed in Chochmalh, is as it is written — for behold: “Like the good oil upon the head,

running down upon the beard, the beard of Aharon.”
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That is: what is drawn down by way of the level of “the beard of Aharon,” “the beard of the High
Priest” (dikna dechahana raba), which is the level of hairs. That is, as in the analogy of the illumi-
nation that goes out through the openings of the hairs of the head or of the beard, from the surplus
of the brain (mochin): for the hairs are hollow and draw nourishment from the brain in the head,
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yet for all that, they bear no proportion or relation at all to the brain in the head, which is
Chochmah, Binah and Daas, and the main life-force of the brain does not spread into them;
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for if a person cuts the hair of his head, the brain feels no pain at all, since nothing spreads into
them but a mere illumination, so that they have only nourishment from, and a hold in, the brain.
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So too, by way of analogy, is the revelation of light and its enclothement in Chochmah and Chesed,
for there is no comparison at all.
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And for there to be drawn down, from the level of “not of any of the attributes,” etc., and from
above the bounds of Chochmah, etc., the coming into being of the level of Chochmah and the emo-
tive attributes — this is nothing but a mere radiance and illumination, at the level of hairs, which

are many and immense contractions (tzimtzumim) to draw down the illumination.
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And like this analogy of the hairs, which is in the physicality of the body, there is also a spiritual
analogy, in the life-force of the soul: from the drawing down of some wisdom into combinations of

the letters of speech.
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For example, the letters of the words of a teacher who teaches and explains some novel idea and
concept to his student.
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For the combinations of the letters of the teacher’s speech are not the essence of the concept, since

this explanation could also be given in other combinations of letters; rather, they are like the hairs,
for through them and within them the flow of the concept passes;
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and since the student has no grasp of the essence of the teacher’s concept, therefore there must be
combinations of the letters of speech to convey and draw the teacher’s concept down to the

student.
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Now, what causes these contractions (tzimtzumim) for drawing down this revelation is the arousal
from below.
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For through the love from below to above, “as water [reflects] the face,” etc., so is the supernal love,
“I have loved you, says Havayah” — that is, for there to be the level of Havayah, contraction and ex-

pansion, etc., for “love compresses the flesh.”
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Now, through this arousal from below, by which a person arouses on high, he also draws down

upon his soul below, so that this level is revealed in his soul.
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For the arousal from above is from the level of Aharon, who is one of the seven shepherds, who
shepherds and draws down the revelation into the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), which
is the root of all the souls of Israel. And [the name] Aharon has the letters of nir’eh (“is seen”), as it
iswritten, “eye to eye [You] are seen,” etc.
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That is, that this arousal from above be revealed in a person’s soul, in the stirring and revelation of
the heart, like physical sight; and the revelation of the light of the great love (ahavah rabbah) that

comes from above will be drawn down upon him, as will be explained below.
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As it is written, “And you shall love Havayah your G-d,” etc. And along the lines of our Sages’ expo-
sition, “that the Name of Heaven become beloved,” etc. — that is, ve’ahavta (“and you shall love”) is
averb that acts upon a third party:
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that is, that you bring about the supernal love, which is “I have loved you,” etc., so that there will be
the level of revelation in the soul that Havayah will be your G-d (Elokecha), a G-d of your own, etc.
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And this comes through his contemplating “Havayah is One” (echad): how He is One in the ches
and the dalet, which are the seven heavens and the earth and the four directions of the world, so
that there is drawn into them the level of One, which is His unity, so that they become united and

included in the One.
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And likewise far above, in spirituality, up to the highest heights, there is the level of seven heavens
and earth, etc., which are the level of “Yours, Havayah, are the greatness and the might,” etc.,

which are the level of heaven (shamayim): fire (esh) and water (mayim).
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And “Yours, Havayah, is the kingdom” is the level of earth. And all of it is at the level of “Yours,
Havayah,” for they are in a state of self-nullification (bittul) to Him, may He be blessed,
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because “His Name alone is exalted,” and only “His glory” and His radiance are “upon earth and
heaven,” that is, upon all the levels of earth and heaven mentioned above; and earth preceded

heaven, etc.
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And what causes this unity and this drawing down is that Havayah is “our G-d” (Elokeinu): that is,
Israel are the ones who unify His Name and draw down His unity, may He be blessed, below, so that
the Infinite One (Ein Sof) is revealed in the worlds; for the matter depends on the arousal from

below,
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as is stated in the Tikkunei Zohar: “Not that You have a known righteousness,” etc., “but to show,”
etc., “according to the deeds of human beings.”
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Meaning: for there to be “to show” — that is, a revelation of how the world is conducted with right-
eousness and with justice, that is, through the level of the attributes (middos), and for this to come
out of the concealment, which is the level of “not of any of the attributes,” etc. — is “according to

the deeds of human beings”: it depends on the deeds of the lower beings, etc.
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And when he deepens his thought and takes these matters to heart, then “the Name of Heaven will
become beloved,” etc.:
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that is, the revelation of the supernal love will rest and be revealed in the soul in the manner of
sight, so that the heart sees, etc.
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And this revelation in the soul comes because of the arousal from below of “with all your heart

(levavecha)” — “with both your inclinations”: that the evil inclination too be subdued (le’iskafya),

etc., so that he has only one heart, for their Father in Heaven.
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As it is written, “And besides You I desire nothing on earth”; and as our Sages, of blessed memory,

said, “Nullify your will,” etc.: that he should have no other desire or will that would leave him limp-

ing between two opinions, etc.
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For through his contracting himself, and casting away his soul and his will that are in physical

things, and setting his heart, his spirit and his soul toward Him, etc., then, “as water [reflects] face

to face,” the supernal love will rest and be revealed in him,
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so that the love “compresses the flesh,” in the manner of many contractions (tzimtzumim), so as to
cause the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to shine from within them, in revelation upon
his soul,
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so that an abundant flow and an immense revelation will be bestowed upon him, until he reaches

the rank and level of “and with all your might” (uvchol me’odecha), which is the level of great love

(ahavah rabbah) that comes from above,
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which is beyond what his soul is able to bear, with expiry of the soul (kelos hanefesh) and nullifica-

tion of [its] existence, etc. For Aharon is “the groomsman of the Matronita (the Queen),” who lifts

and raises the souls of Israel to the highest heights.
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As it is written, “These are the journeys,” etc., “by the hand of Moshe and Aharon”; and it is written,
“This is Aharon and Moshe, to whom Havayah said: Bring the children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt al tzivosam (according to their hosts)” — meaning, above (al) their hosts, above the root of

their souls.
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However, for the level of the revelation of the love, there must be the level of a vessel and a gar-

ment, in which the love may rest and be enclothed, so that it comes to revelation in actual fact;
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for there is no light without a vessel and a garment. And of this it is said, “the beard of Aharon,

which runs down upon the opening of his garments (middosav).”
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Middosav is from the term “his linen garment” (mido vad): these are the garments, which are none

other than the Torah and the mitzvos, which are the level of garments for this love.
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For since this love is drawn from the level of “not of any of the attributes (middos),” etc., above the
bounds of Chochmah, etc., it cannot be grasped by any intellect within the bounds of the wisdom
and comprehension of created beings, except when it is grasped and enclothed in Torah and
mitzvos, which are His will and His wisdom, may He be blessed, from the level of “You are wise, but

not with a known wisdom,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And these words which I (Anochi) command you shall be,” etc.: for the
revelation of the level of Anochi — “I, Who I am” — comes specifically through “And these words

shall be.” And therefore: “and you shall speak of them,” and not of idle words.
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And the meaning of “and you shall speak” (vedibarta) is from the term “He leads (yadber) nations,”

which is a term of leading and drawing down. That is, the drawing down of the revelation of the

love shall be specifically in the garment of the Torah, and not in other wisdoms, which are for the

intellect and comprehension of created beings;

»M2 RPIT KPR RVITIT 179712 *YNWRD XIP1NT RANIK IRDT 0°°02 07127 °N° 193K "1 0910 %D
21D DRI NAWTY POWY T TRYM TPYND KITW 1D RYUTY 10N DT N2 XOw 17N

for all of them are called, in relation to Him, may He be blessed, idle words, since “it is not the way
of the King to speak of the matters of a commoner”; but only [of] the level of the Torah, which is the
level of “not with a known wisdom,” etc., which is far, far above the bounds, intellect and compre-

hension of created beings, etc.
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And through the study of Torah below, which is His wisdom, may He be blessed, one draws down

the supernal love, so that there is a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in Chochmabh, etc.
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And this is the meaning of Torah study lishmah (“for its sake”): for the sake of the Torah, that is, so
that there be a revelation of the Infinite Light in Chochmah, which is the level of the Torah, for “the

Torah issues from Chochmah.”
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And this is the drawing down of the beginning of the coming into being of the chain of descending
worlds (hishtalshelus), from nothing to something, which is the beginning, Chochmah (reishis
chochmah). And there must also be a second drawing down, into the emotive attributes (middos),
at [their] beginning, which is Chesed, for it is the beginning of the building, as it is written, “For I
said: The world shall be built by Chesed.”
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And this drawing down comes through doing the mitzvos, whose general and collective expression
(klalus) is called by the name tzedakah and Chesed.
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And in their particulars they divide into 248: the 248 “limbs of the King,” in which and through
which one draws down, on high, a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, in
Chesed.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And they shall keep the way of Havayah, to do tzedakah,” etc. “The

way of Havayah”: that is, the drawing down of the revelation of Havayah from concealment into

revelation
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(this drawing down is called by the name “way” by way of analogy, like a road on which one travels
from city to city); “to do tzedakah,” etc.: that the level of tzedakah and Chesed should come into
being.
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As it is written, “And tzedakah in Yaakov You have made”: that the level of tzedakah is drawn down
from above through Israel. “Do not read banayich (‘your children’) but bonayich (‘your builders’)”:
for through them is the building of Chesed, as it is written, “The world shall be built by Chesed.”
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Therefore the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is called “My dove, My perfect one
(tamasi)”: that is, she makes Me perfect and complete, as it were, to be whole and complete in the
248 limbs of the King. That is, they draw down so that there will be the level of the 248 limbs,
through the 248 mitzvos, etc.
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Now, in the fashioning and making of these garments there are three levels and grades. The first
grade is that of Moshe, for Moshe is named for “because I drew him (meshisihu) out of the water.”
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And the meaning of meshisihu (“I drew him”) is: from concealment into revelation, for he was
drawn from the concealment that is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus), “from
the water,” the level of the source of the Torah. For the whole Torah is the level of a jug (kad) drawn
from the sea: these are the twenty-four (kaf-dalet) books of the Torah. As it is written, “and she
filled her jug and went up.”
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Now, concerning this level of garment is the matter of what our Sages, of blessed memory, said:
that the Torah is called a bride, and “the betrothed (me’orashah) of the congregation of Yaakov,”

and Israel are the level of the bridegroom, the one who bestows, etc.,
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for they are the ones who bestow, so that there will be the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in
Chochmah; and they are the ones who engage in Torah lishmah, for the sake of the Torah, that is,

so that the level of Torah will come into being.

JNER IMIR AW PwnRnT RIT OTRAY 12 DIRT QDR AWY° AWK QDK DNPWYY 2°00 N8R 193

9,

And likewise of the mitzvos it is written, “and you shall make them”; “which a person shall make,”

etc.: for it is the person who draws down and makes those mitzvos.
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Now, with this the matter of the blessing over the mitzvos will be understood, which is like the mat-
ter of the blessing of bridegrooms and marriage, as is stated in the Zohar: “Blessing rests only in a

place where there are male and female,” etc.
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For in a place where there is a giver and a receiver, there flows an increase and abundance of flow
and illumination from far above, from a very high place, loftier than [the place] of the two levels, of

the giver and of the receiver.
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As it is written, “Male and female He created them, and He blessed them.” And this blessing and
drawing down is from the level of Moshe, above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).
Therefore, on the day the Mishkan was set up, it is written, “And they brought the Mishkan to

Moshe”; he said, “May the pleasantness be,” etc.,
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that the blessing should rest from far above. And this is the blessing over the mitzvos, “Blessed,”
etc., “King of the world (olam)”: that there be an abundance of the flow of blessing and drawing

down, from world to world (me’olam ve’ad olam).
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And the purpose and end of the blessing is that His sovereignty, may He be blessed, be revealed:
“Your kingdom is a kingdom of all worlds.”
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And this is the level of a garment, as it is written, “Havayah reigns; He is clothed in majesty”; and it

is written, “And Mordechai went out from before the king in royal apparel (levush malchus)”: for

His attribute of sovereignty (Malchus) is the level of a garment for His wisdom and His will and His

emotive attributes, may He be blessed,
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which is drawn down and revealed with the increase and abundance of the light that is far above
the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). And this is the level of blessing, for

blessing is the level of increase and abundance, etc.
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The second grade is the level of the making of a garment that the wise-hearted make. They are

called “wise-hearted” because they have only one heart, in a state of self-nullification (bittul), the

level of Chochmah.
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For of the level of the separated one, who has two hearts, it is said, “after which you go astray,” etc.;
for “a person does not commit a transgression unless a spirit of folly enters him,” that is, the level

of Chochmah has departed from him, etc.;
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whereas of the level of one heart it is said, “whom I have filled with a spirit of wisdom”: that a spirit
of wisdom flows upon him from the arousal from above, through the arousal from below of the
wise-hearted.
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Therefore: “And they shall make Aharon’s garments to sanctify him”: they too make Aharon’s gar-
ments, at the level of the supernal holiness (kodesh), through drawing down His wisdom and will,

may He be blessed, since they are nullified to it and become the level of a chariot (merkavah).

55 11719% aNo XPR WTPR 012 2°05 RYPT DR BP0 D onod 1wyt N2 Xin nowohwn 10T
The third grade is the level of the unqualified “and they shall make” of the whole of Israel, about
whom “to sanctify him” is not written, but only, unqualified, “to serve Me as priest.”
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This is the level of doing the practical mitzvos plainly, from the hidden natural love alone; and nev-
ertheless they draw down a supernal garment for this love, namely the garment of sovereignty (le-

vush malchus),
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for “You shall surely set a king over you” is written [of] accepting the yoke of the Kingdom of
Heaven completely, with heart and soul; and “their end is wedged [in their beginning],” etc., so that
the garment is drawn from the level of the supernal blessing, etc. And of this it is said, “each ac-

cording to his blessing,” etc.
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And through this, the supernal emotive attributes (middos) too are drawn down to them. And this
is [the meaning of] “And they shall take the gold and the blue (techeiles),” which are “supernal col-

ors,” etc. And this suffices for one who understands.
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