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[From] the holy handwriting of our master, teacher and Rebbe, whose soul is in Eden.
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An explanation of the subject of the cherubim.
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When Nukva (the feminine / Malchus), who is the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), stands
face to face with Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), with equality in their stature, and she also re-
ceives the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah), and [there is| one Keser
(the Crown) for both of them, then they are called brothers.
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And this was through the receiving of the Torah (which issues from Chochmah and Binah) face to

face. Now, in the World of Atzilus (Emanation) they are called “the great man” (Adam HaGadol) and

“large faces” (anpei ravrevei), since the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is enclothed in the vessels as

well; and for this reason “He and His vessels are one” (ihu vegarmohi chad).
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And through the Mishkan and the Holy Temple (Beis HaMikdash), in which He contracted His
Shechinah (Divine Presence) between the poles of the Ark, in the World of Asiyah (Action), Z’eir
Anpin and Nukva are then called “small faces” (anpei zutrei) in the Gemara; and they are the very

cherubim.
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And since the World of Asiyah (Action) rises to the World of Atzilus (Emanation) three times every

day, therefore the cherubim have wings spread upward, to fly to Atzilus.
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Now it is known that Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) is the utmost end of the descent of the

Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) from above to below, in order afterwards to illuminate Beriah, Yetzirah

and Asiyah through Nukva (the feminine / Malchus), who is “the lower Imma” (Imma tata’ah),

which is the source, in Atzilus, of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah.
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Therefore it is written, “One cherub at the end on this side”: this is the end of the Infinite Light that

is in Z’eir Anpin; “and one cherub at the end on that side”: this is the source of Beriah, Yetzirah

and Asiyah and their root in Atzilus,
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in which the Infinite Light is also enclothed, through the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma
(Chochmah and Binah), which are given into the head of Nukva through Z’eir Anpin, her husband,
only by way of passage and not by way of actual enclothement, which is how it is at a time when she

is not equal in her stature with him but [stands] only from the chest downward, as is known.
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And the cherubim are made as one hammered piece from the kapores (the Ark cover), which is the
level of Keser (the Crown) for both of them, and also the level of what encompasses (makif) the
Tablets that are in the Ark, which are the level of Yesod (foundation) of Abba, which were enclothed
in the World of Asiyah (Action) at the time of the Mishkan and the Temple.
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And at the time of the cherubim’s ascent, they raise the kapores and the Tablets, too, to the World
of Atzilus (Emanation); therefore it is written, “sheltering with their wings over the kapores”: that

is, the kapores rises with them.
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And after the Destruction, Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the feminine / Malchus)
of Atzilus withdrew to their place and did not again become enclothed in physical Asiyah, even in
the Second Temple, for the cherubim were hidden away. Rather, [they were enclothed] only in the
level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds, through the Torah study of the Tannaim in
the days of the Second Temple and after it, in the laws (halachos), which are the inner dimension of
the Supernal Will that was not revealed in the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), which is the
Written Torah. And [this is]| as is known from what is written, “A woman of valor is the crown of her
husband.”
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