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Those Who Came, Yaakov Will Take Root
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“Those who came, Yaakov will take root; Yisrael will bud and blossom.” Now, we need to understand
how the aspect of taking root is connected with the coming into Egypt. It is written, “Thus says

Havayah, who created you, Yaakov, and who formed you, Yisrael,” etc.
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The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the world, “Who created you? Yaakov created you, and Yisrael

formed you,” as it is said, “Your Creator [is| Yaakov, and your Former [is] Yisrael.”
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And we need to understand why “creation” is said of Yaakov and “formation” is said of Yisrael. Is

not the level of Yisrael greater than the level of Yaakov, etc.?
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Now, it is known that the soul’s descent into this world is for the sake of “today, to do them.” And of
the purpose of the creation of the worlds it is said, “Bereshis” (“In the beginning”): for the sake of
Israel, who are called “reishis” (“first”), as it is written, “Israel is holy to Havayah, the first of His

produce.”
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To understand what connection Israel has with being “the first of His produce,” and also what the
“produce” above is, etc.
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Now, it is said in the Zohar concerning the mitzvos that they are the aspect of garments (levushin),
[and] that each and every Jew must fulfill all 613 mitzvos, except for the mitzvos of the king, for the
king discharges [the obligation of] all Israel; but all [the other| mitzvos each one is obligated to
fulfill.
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And he must come in a reincarnation (gilgul) or in the form of ibbur (“impregnation”), so that
there will be a garment from all 613 mitzvos; and when he is lacking one mitzvah, he is lacking a

garment, etc.
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Through the performance of the mitzvos a garment is made in the lower Gan Eden, and through
the intention (kavanah) of the mitzvos a garment is made in the higher Gan Eden.
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Therefore Moshe asked to enter the Land, to fulfill the mitzvos that depend on it, etc. And in the
Gemara they likened the performance of the mitzvos to fruits, in connection with the eglah arufah

(the heifer whose neck is broken), etc.: [the slain man,] whom they did not let produce fruits.
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And the Gemara asks: “What are ‘fruits’? If you say children, then if so, for an old man or a eunuch
there should be no need of an eglah arufah”; yet the Torah made no distinction.
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“Rather, what are ‘fruits’? Mitzvos,” etc. So too, in the language of Scripture it is said, “Sow for
yourselves for righteousness (tzedakah),” etc.; “Fortunate are you who sow upon all waters,” etc.;

“He sows righteous deeds (tzedakos),” etc.
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Thus the performance of the mitzvos is called “sowing.” To understand this: our Sages, of blessed
memory, said that the Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have a dwelling place among the lower
realms.
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Now, at first glance this idea of a dwelling is not understood, for “there is no place empty of Him,”
and it is written, “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?” etc.
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But there are two levels: the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), and the level
of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin). The level of memalei kol almin is the
name for the level that is enclothed in the created beings in a revealed way, to give them life: “And
You (Atah) give life to them all,” through the aspect of Atah, the letters, etc.
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The level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) is also in all the created beings,
but it is in a state of concealment, not enclothed in a revealed way, etc. Therefore our Sages, of
blessed memory, said that a person is obligated to recite one hundred blessings every day: to draw

down from concealment into revelation.
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And this is the aspect of baruch (“blessed”), the aspect of breichah (a pool), which is from conceal-

ment into revelation. And the pool is from the level of concealment, so that Havayah will be in a
state of revelation; that is, the letters of Havayah: yud, tzimtzum (contraction); hei, expansion, etc.
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But the drawing down from concealment into revelation is specifically through Israel, as it is writ-

ten, “House of Israel, bless Havayah.”
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That is because in each and every Jew there is the potential to give over his soul, etc. Therefore it

says specifically, “House of Israel, bless,” etc.
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And this is “our G-d” (Elokeinu) specifically. And “the days of our years are seventy years,” each
year of 365 days: it is all in order to draw down, through the hundred blessings mentioned above,
from concealment into revelation. And in the time to come there will be the ultimate revelation, for

“eye to eye they will see,” etc.
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Now, the hundred blessings mentioned above are in speech. But through what will the drawing

down from concealment into revelation come about? It is through the performance of the mitzvos,

as in the analogy of sowing.
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For most kinds of seed are garden seeds, which are not eaten: it is only a kernel with no taste of
food at all. Yet when the kernel is sown in the earth, and the earth’s power of growth is enclothed in

it, edible fruit grows from it, even though the kernel itself was not in the category of food at all.
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And even with grain seeds, which are eaten, nevertheless through the sowing the grain increases
many times over, etc.
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So too is the performance of the mitzvos, which descended and were enclothed in physical things,
such as tefillin on physical parchment and tzitzis of physical wool, and likewise with the other
mitzvos. And when a Jew places them on his head, there comes into being a revelation of His
G-dliness: “Sanctify” (Kadesh) in Chochmah, “And it shall be when He brings you” (Vehayah ki
yeviacha) in Binah, etc.; and as the Zohar says, “The tallis is the spread of the King,” etc.
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And this is specifically when a Jew places them on his head. But when they lie on the table, no reve-

lation at all comes into being from this, even though a person’s forehead is also a physical thing,

like the table.
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And also when an idolater puts them on, no revelation at all will grow from it either. This is like the
analogy of the earth’s power of growth: fruit does not grow in every place, and in the desert no
plants grow at all. So too, it is to Israel specifically that it is said, “For you shall be to Me a land of

desire.”

TARY 9T RI23W 0TI RIT IARY LN KD T 2R DT WATP CPa 0K AW Y1700 11
210 ORIYT RO23W INRD RN

That is, as is known, the level of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) is called holy and separate: “I, Havayah,

have not changed”; and “You are He before the world was created, and You are He after the world

was created,” etc.
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“And all will exalt You, Selah.” And that worlds can come into being is only through “Your kingship,
a kingship over all worlds”: “there is no king without a people,” etc. “May Your Name be praised

forever,” etc.
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As in the analogy of a king, who turns [his subjects] from something into nothing, so that all are
nullified before him. So too above: “there is no king without a people (am),” from the word omemos
(“dimmed”), which is the level of something (yesh) and separateness, so that it may come into a
state of self-nullification (bittul) and nothingness. As with the angels, of whom it is written, “And

the hosts of heaven bow down to You.”
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But angels are not so very separate. It is specifically Israel below who are at the utmost level of
omemos and separateness, and there is the main revelation of kingship, through the self-nullifica-
tion from something into nothing, etc.
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(Not so with “a son is his father’s leg”: [that is] not in the manner of a king.) Therefore specifically
“you shall be a land of desire,” for there is the main revelation of the will and the desire, etc.
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And through Israel specifically, in the performance of the physical mitzvos, the growth mentioned
above can come into being.
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And this is [the meaning of] “A woman who fears Havayah, she shall be praised (tis’halal)”: for the
Holy One, blessed be He, is called the groom, and the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is
called by the name “bride,” the aspect of “a woman who fears Havayah,” which is the aspect of awe
and self-nullification. And through this “she shall be praised (tis’halal)”: there comes about illumi-

nation and revelation, from the expression “when His lamp shone (behilo),” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Those who came, Yaakov will take root”: the taking root below is the
mitzvos, which descended from the level of the supernal will to be enclothed in physical things.
This is the level of Yaakov: yud, akev (“heel”), the level of the yud that descended into the level of
the heel, below.
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And through this, “Yisrael will bud and blossom”: there comes to be growth from concealment into

revelation, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “He sows righteous deeds (tzedakos), makes salvations grow”: through
the sowing, which is the mitzvos.
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And the charity (tzedakah) that each one gives is only to grant us merit, for certainly the Holy One,
blessed be He, could Himself provide for them:; it is only to grant us merit, so that He “makes salva-
tions grow”: growth from concealment into revelation, through the performance of the mitzvos, as

explained above.
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And this is the intent of the saying of King David, peace be upon him: “To every longing (tichlah) I
have seen an end; Your commandment is exceedingly (me’od) broad.”
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His intent is not about physical desires, but about the level of comprehension and the soul’s pining
away (kelos hanefesh), from the expression “my soul pines away (kalesah nafshi),” etc., which is in

the category of end and limit, for every soul has a limit to its comprehension;
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whereas “Your commandment is exceedingly broad”: that is, Your commandment is broad as a re-
ceptacle to receive the level of me’od (“exceedingly”), without limit; for through the performance

of the mitzvos there can be growth in a revealed manner, without limit.
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This is “Your commandment is exceedingly broad.” And this is [the meaning of] “Fortunate are you
who sow upon all waters”: all the levels of comprehension in the higher Gan Eden and the lower
Gan Eden are called “water,” as it is written, “And a river went out of Eden,” etc.
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Whereas the performance of the mitzvos becomes a sowing “upon (al) all waters,” far, far above the

level of water, as explained above.
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So too through the study of the Torah, which also descended to be enclothed in physical matters:
from this too there comes about growth. Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Fortunate
is he who comes here with his learning in his hand.”
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At first glance this is puzzling: above, there is no need at all for physical speech, [such as| “Eilu
metzios” (“These are the found objects”) and the like. But for the growth mentioned above to come

about, [the seed] must specifically be rooted and absorbed in the earth, and then it can grow.
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So too, when the Torah is absorbed within him with real absorption, so that “his learning is in his
hand” specifically, then from this there comes about growth, a great revelation, far above the level
of the comprehension in Gan Eden, where they only “delight in the radiance of the Shechinah,”

etc.
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And this is “Yaakov will take root”: it is through the aspect of rooting and absorption, the level of
Yaakov, which is the level of Torah: “He established a testimony in Yaakov,” etc.; “Grant truth to
Yaakov,” etc.; and “there is no truth but Torah,” etc.
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Through this, “Yisrael will bud and blossom,” in a revealed manner: the level of “li rosh” (“a head
to Me”), etc., as is known.
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And this is “and they will fill the face of the world (tevel) with produce (tenuvah).” Tenuvah means
fruit; it is also “tenu bah,” “place into it” (to be absorbed), into the level of tevel, which is the level
of the Congregation of Israel, called “a land of desire”: to be absorbed and rooted in it in a revealed

manner. This is through the levels of Yaakov and Yisrael mentioned above.
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But in order that the levels of Yaakov and Yisrael mentioned above be drawn down, there must be
three levels, namely the levels of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, for “the Patriarchs instituted the

prayers.”
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This is the matter of prayer, in which we ask, “Blessed are You, Havayah”: [to draw] from conceal-
ment into revelation, etc., as is known. But first there must be the aspect of bitterness over the ut-

ter distance from G-dliness.
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As it is said, “The lower waters weep,” etc. [One is| to contemplate the greatness of G-d, “Blessed is
He who spoke,” etc.: that with a single utterance all the worlds came into being, etc.,
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and that it is worth all the sufferings of Gehinnom, etc., as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,
“Better that he be judged and come into the World to Come,” to delight in the radiance of the
Shechinah.
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Through this his soul will become very embittered over his utter distance. But “weeping is lodged
in my heart on one side, and joy on the other side.”
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That is: in truth, from the side of the body he is utterly distant; but from the side of the souls of
Israel there is great joy, to rejoice in G-d with the joy of a mitzvah, which is from the level of His
very being and essence, as it were, higher than the level of the light that encompasses all worlds

(sovev kol almin), etc.
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But through what are these two utter opposites, weeping and joy, joined together, etc.? It is through
the level of Yaakov, which is the level of compassion, as it is said, “In Your great compassion, have

compassion on us.”
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And through compassion, as mentioned, there can be the joy of a mitzvah, which is revelation, etc.,

as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “The voice is the voice of Yaakov,” as in the analogy of the voice, which
is also a revelation of what is concealed.
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And the voice is produced through three elements: fire and water, which are opposite things, and
air (ruach), which is the intermediary that joins them. So too, for there to be the revelation of the
performance of the mitzvos below, this is also through the level of Yaakov, the level of compassion,

as mentioned above.
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Therefore Yaakov is called the middle bar, which runs through from the upper end to the lower

end, etc., to join the boards so that they will not come apart, “and they shall become one,” etc.
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And this is “Those who came, Yaakov will take root.” That is: in order that Israel receive the Torah
and mitzvos, which are the levels of Yaakov and Yisrael, etc., and that there be “face to face
Havayah spoke,” etc., they first came to Egypt, which is the aspect of bitterness, etc., “with mortar
and with bricks,” etc. And afterward they received the Torah, so that “Yaakov will take root; [Yisrael]

will bud and blossom,” etc.
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And this was in Egypt, in order to receive the Torah in physicality, in the aspect of the outer dimen-

sion (chitzoniyus).
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And now too, [being] in exile and in the servitude of [earning a] livelihood is likewise in order that
in the time to come they will be able to receive the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the Torah, so that
“eye to eye they will see,” etc.
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And this is “Your Creator [is] Yaakov, and your Former [is| Yisrael,” as it is written, “He forms light
and creates darkness.” That is: in everything there is matter and form.
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The creation of the matter, which descended below, is the level of Yaakov; and “your Former” is the
form and the revelation, which is the level of Yisrael, as mentioned above.
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And this is the meaning of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “Anyone whose fear of sin
precedes his wisdom, his wisdom endures.” That is: for his wisdom to endure, in the manner of
growth mentioned above, there must first be fear of sin, etc., as explained above: specifically “a
woman who fears Havayah, she shall be praised,” etc.
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