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“This is My Name forever, and this is My remembrance from generation to generation.” It is stated

in the Tikkunei Zohar: shemi (“My Name”) with yud-hei [equals] 365; zichri (“My remembrance”)

with vav-hei [equals] 248.
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We need to understand why the root of the prohibitive commandments is higher than the root of

the positive commandments, in that the prohibitive commandments are drawn from the level of

the yud-hei of Havayah, while the positive commandments are drawn from the level of the vav-hei

of Havayah.
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We also need to understand why the Oral Torah was not also given in writing. The explanation is

that it is written, “Where (ayeh) is the scribe?” etc.
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And it has been explained elsewhere that the meaning is that the level of ayeh (“where”) itself is the
scribe (and this is the level of “Where is the place of His glory?”); for it is stated in Sefer Yetzirah
that with three things the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world: with sofer (scribe), sefer
(book) and sippur (telling).
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Now, the Written Torah is called sefer (book), and the level of sofer (scribe), which is above the lev-
el of sefer, is the level of ayeh, which is aleph yud-hei. For the source and root of the yud-hei of the
Name Havayah is drawn from the level of the aleph, which is the level of Chochmah (wisdom) of
the World of Atzilus (Emanation)
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(that is to say, the source and root of Chochmah, as explained elsewhere on the kavanah of the

aleph of echad (“One”) in the Shema, that it is the level of mazal notzer, from which Abba draws its

nourishment; or it means the hidden Chochmah (chochmah stima’ah)), as it is written, “I will teach

you (a’alefcha) wisdom.”
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Moreover, the letter aleph includes three letters of the Name Havayah, blessed be He, as is known

from the Arizal: that the form of the aleph in the Written Torah is yud, vav, yud, and in tefillin, yud,

vav, dalet.

1% NPBY [Ax%y mnona] Y211 RNDTIR 9D PERT RIR IR g brda) [2n92w mnaw] 2”2WNNAW °1an

» e RITW PXRT TROMP 17 0 NNRNd ’]”bNﬂ S NNAN" PN 03 2nal '|377 NaN T10° *fan
NT110 00 Qv

[This is] because the light of Abba of Atzilus is enclothed in the Written Torah, for “the Torah comes

forth from supernal Chochmah,” that is, from the level of the Yesod (foundation) of Abba.

Therefore the lower tip of the aleph is also written in the form of a yud, alluding to the Chochmah

of Atzilus, which is the level of the yud of the Name Havayah, as is known.

ND 13RI ﬂNb’S? n12Wnn PN RIOw °7 DN f]”’?Nﬂ bl nhnnn Yp anaa 1’5’5n3 5aR
2N '|'11N‘? DIVYANT 12 WO °T1 10 NIV XINY

But in tefillin the lower tip of the aleph is written in the form of a dalet, which is the level of super-
nal thought (machshavah ila’ah), which is the level of Leah; this is, by way of analogy, like the dalet,

which has extension in length and in breadth.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Where is the scribe?”: that is, the source of the Written Torah, which
is called the supernal sefer (book), as it is written in the Zohar, “There is a book and there is a

book,” is the level of ayeh, aleph with yud-hei.
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For the aleph is the source of the yud-hei, as [explained] above. It is the one that writes (sofer) the

book; that is, it is the source of the Written Torah, which is drawn from it.
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For the Written Torah as a whole speaks about the fulfillment of the positive commandments,
which are drawn from the level of vav-hei, which is the level of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes)
of Atzilus, where the lights are divided within the vessels, which are the 248 limbs of Z’eir Anpin,
from which the 248 positive commandments are drawn.
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And therefore one who fulfills a positive commandment draws upon himself the supernal light of
Z’eir Anpin. And therefore the Torah was given in writing: since the lights of Z’eir Anpin are en-
clothed in actual vessels, the wisdom of the Torah was therefore also enclothed in writing, etc., in

letters and crowns (tagin), etc.
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However, the root of the prohibitive commandments: although they too are in the Written Torah,

nevertheless they are above the rank of the positive commandments; rather, they are drawn from

the level of yud-hei.
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[This is] because the root of the prohibitive commandments is from a high level and rank that can-
not be enclothed within vessels, as with the positive commandments, where the tefillin and the es-

rog are vessels for the light, etc.
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Not so the prohibitive commandments: that light has no vessel in which it could dwell in the mode
of “yes,” through action. Only through “no” and negation is it grasped, [as something] whose es-
sence one cannot recognize, but can only negate its opposite.
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For example, “You shall not eat fat and blood”: because this opposes the holiness of the light, since

it is from the level of the sitra achra (the other side).
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And through negating the opposite, the revelation of the light is drawn down; but it is impossible to
draw it down through action, as through tefillin and tzitzis, in the manner of the lights drawn down

through the positive commandments.
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For the lights drawn down through the prohibitive commandments are greater and higher in
stature than those drawn down through the positive commandments, and it is impossible to make

vessels for them in the mode of “yes,” but only through a “no” that comes before the “yes,”
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that is, through negating the opposite. And this is [the meaning of] “in a land not (lo) sown.” And
this is [why| the prohibitive commandments are drawn from the level of yud-hei, which is above

vav-hei.
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Now, all the words of the Scribes (divrei soferim) are entirely in this manner of the prohibitive
commandments, for the words of the Scribes are to make a fence for the Torah: “Make a safeguard

for My safeguard,” etc.
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Therefore they are called “the words of the Scribes (soferim)”: for their root is from the level of

sofer (scribe), which is the level of “Where (ayeh) is the scribe,” which is the matter of aleph yud-

hei, as [explained] above, that the prohibitive commandments are drawn from yud-hei.
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And likewise all the words of the Scribes are drawn from there. Therefore they are above the
Written Torah, which is called sefer (book), for the 248 positive commandments are drawn from

vav-hei, which are enclothed in vessels.
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Not so the words of the Scribes: they are from a level above this; therefore it was not possible for
them to be enclothed in the act of writing, but only orally.
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For “Abba founded the daughter”: the level of speech is drawn from supernal Chochmah (wisdom),
which is the level of “Where is the scribe,” as [explained] above. (And see what is written on the

verse “I am black, yet comely” on this matter.)
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Now, even in the Written Torah itself there are matters that were not written, because of their lofty
stature. That is: sometimes it says, “And Havayah spoke to Moshe, saying,” such and such, so that
the command and the saying of the Holy One, blessed be He, to Moshe regarding that mitzvah is

spelled out and written in the Torah.
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And sometimes only Moshe’s command to Israel regarding that mitzvah is written, and the com-

mand of the Holy One, blessed be He, to him is not written,
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as in all of Mishneh Torah (Deuteronomy), where Moshe told Israel a number of mitzvos about

which it is not spelled out where G-d, blessed be He, commanded him concerning this.
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And there are many [cases]| like this in the Torah. We need to understand why the command of the
Holy One, blessed be He, was not written. But the explanation is that Moshe is the level of the Yesod
(foundation) of Abba,

PRI [AxDy mnonn] Y71 RNMIRT 1T il 1Ninw 72t 1351
and therefore he merited that the Torah be given through him, for “the Torah comes forth from su-
pernal Chochmah.”

Y7 RAR 71097 1172 07K 1IN PORRNDT 17 72WnRRm 7270 °n2 R0 .Own 5 T 92771 IR AR D)
LROTT TR IR ROTT X0 1732 [axDoy 1non)

And the meaning of “And Havayah said” or “And Havayah spoke to Moshe” is the level of the
speech and the drawing forth from the Emanator, the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, to

the Yesod of Abba, supernal Chochmah (wisdom), regarding that mitzvah or that account.
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And the matter of “And Moshe spoke to the children of Israel” is the drawing forth by which the
revelation of that matter is drawn from the Yesod (foundation) of Abba to Israel.
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And therefore there are some matters that are very lofty, for which the drawing forth from the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, into supernal Chochmah (wisdom) regarding that matter
could not be enclothed in writing; only the drawing forth and the revelation from the Yesod of Abba

downward was written, which is the matter of “And Moshe spoke,” etc.
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As in the matter of the locusts, when Moshe warned Pharaoh, “For if you refuse,” etc., “behold, to-
morrow I will bring locusts,” etc.; and the command of the Holy One, blessed be He, regarding the

warning is not stated.
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That is, because the root of the locust (arbeh) is very lofty, as is known regarding “And I multiplied
(va’arbeh) his seed, and I gave him Yitzchak,” etc.
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(This requires further study, since afterward the command of the Holy One, blessed be He, regard-
ing the locusts is written: “Stretch out your hand.” And one must say that regarding the warning to

Pharaoh it could not be written.)
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And there are matters where the command of the Holy One, blessed be He, to Moshe could be writ-
ten, and Moshe’s command to Israel regarding that matter is not written; only it is understood of it-
self that Moshe presumably told Israel, since it is written that G-d, blessed be He, told Moshe, etc.
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