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“None shall lose her young
or be barren in your land”
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“None shall lose her young or be barren in your land; the number of your days I will fill.” Now, it is
well known that above there is the level of the “land of life,” from which life and sustenance flow to
the souls of Israel as a whole, to love G-d, to do all His mitzvos, “which a person shall do and live by
them,” a true life;
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just like this lower, physical earth, which grows all kinds of choice fruits to give the soul of every

living thing physical life by them.
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Without it, there is no existence or life-force for any who dwell on it; for wealth and riches, gold and

silver, are of no avail if there is no growth from the soil, G-d forbid.
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So too, all the spiritual life-force that is drawn to a person for Torah and for [divine] service all
comes through the supernal land of life, as it is written, “in the lands of life.”
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(And when it says “lands,” this is because there is a higher land and a lower land, that is, Knesses
Yisrael above and Knesses Yisrael below; for above, too, there is the level of Knesses Yisrael, since

Israel arose in [G-d’s| thought.) And it is called by the name “land.”
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For just as this physical earth does not have its power of growth from itself, but from the sowing
and the power of growth that was placed in it, so that from it and through it all the seeds within it
are grown and sprout, so the spiritual life that is drawn and flows from the land of life is drawn
from the Source and the Life of life, blessed be He, for it is He who gives the land the power to bring
forth its growth.
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But this is the service of man: to plow and to sow in it.
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This is as it is written, “Light is sown for the tzaddik,” for it is written, “And your people are all
tzaddikim.” And this is not the title, that is, the rank of a true tzaddik, which is explained else-
where; rather, it means the rank of an upright person who is not wicked (rasha), G-d forbid, as it is

said, “‘Tzaddik’ and ‘rasha’ it does not say.”
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And the “light” is the love of G-d and the longing for Him, blessed be He, that is drawn to a person.
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It is sown in the land of life “for the tzaddik”: that is, to be a tzaddik and bound to G-d, to cleave to

Him.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mishpatim/7/ 3



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS MISHPATIM - MAAMAR 7 anx -IBDS 1901 NN "]g']xz njpyj nb:wn bkt N‘?

K17 1PPR D29WnIT XM 72K 95 03 AnvPw N1MRI PARM TINRD YT 129 DR OTRT 0000 NRN
Mon 0°9WnI OI°KY 11D DY INRT °1 NIANR MONEa2 M09V PRI NRIRA 1D 1N 0°pPR nnn
JRBY T2V DIRA

And a person should take this to heart, and know with certainty, and believe with complete faith,
that all love and awe that are drawn to him are a gift of G-d, who gives the power of growth in the
supernal land to make the love of G-d and the awe of Him grow upon his face; and they are not

drawn from the power of the worshiper himself.
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Therefore the whole essence of his service should not be to love G-d on his own, so that he is the
one who serves and he is the one who loves, etc.; but rather as it is written, “And you shall serve
Havayah your G-d.”
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Now, according to its plain sense, its meaning is not understood: does He, blessed be He, need our
service? Does He lack anything, G-d forbid? “If you are righteous, what do you give Him?”
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Rather, the point is this: Havayah means “He was, He is and He will be,” and “I, Havayah, have not
changed,” and “before Him all is considered as nothing.” And your service should be to such a de-
gree that this level becomes, for you, the level of “your G-d,” as though He were your own G-d.
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That is, that it rest and be fixed in the mind and thought, and be felt and grasped in his intellect in

utter truth, as though his eyes actually saw the revelation of His G-dliness, blessed be He.
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In this way, too, is the order of all the praises: “G-d of Avraham,” etc., “the great,” etc. For “where

you find His greatness, there you find His humility”; for in truth “before Him all is considered as

nothing,” and His investing Himself in the level of greatness is, so to speak, humility.
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And this is truly the essence of [divine] service, and from here comes the essential beginning, from
above to below. And this is truly a great service: that his physical brain can receive and grasp with-

in it the revelation of His G-dliness, blessed be He.
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Now, here the attributes of love and awe are born and aroused, and this is called “birth.” For love
and awe are the aspects of a son and a daughter: love is the aspect of a son, as it is written, “He re-
membered (zachar) His kindness,” and awe is the aspect of a daughter.
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And this is “A daughter first is a good sign for sons”: one must first arouse the awe of G-d and the
dread of Him, for “this is the gate to Havayah,” as is explained elsewhere.
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This is not so when his service is not in this way and on this level, but he only wants to take hold of
the attributes of love and awe, to be one who loves and fears, etc.: then it will not succeed in his
hands.
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And he will never beget any true love and awe, but only false imaginings, which are a thing that has

no permanence except for the moment.
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And this level is called “one who loses her young” (meshakelah), who gives birth and buries; and
“barren” means one who does not give birth to love and awe at all.
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And this is “None shall lose her young or be barren in your land”: for the reason these levels are
“one who loses her young” and “barren” is that they are “in your land” and do not come from the

supernal land.
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But there is yet another level of barrenness. It is like what our Sages, of blessed memory, said on

the verse “She had no child”: “She did not even have a womb”; and that they were tumtumim,

meaning that she was so closed up that she had no receptacle to receive a pregnancy.
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In the same way, there is also this level in a person with regard to the service of G-d: he does not
grasp in his mind and intellect the truth as it is, because he has no vessel that holds [it].
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For Knesses Yisrael is called “the cup of salvations,” for it is a receptacle to receive the supernal
kindnesses; and it is called “the cup of blessing,” for it receives the wine that gladdens, that is, the

level of the contemplation mentioned above.
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That is, when it is an empty vessel. This is not so if he holds a place for himself and considers him-

self a “something” (yesh), a thing in its own right.
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Therefore he is occupied with his desires, saying, “This is what I want,” and “This is good for me,”

“This I cannot do,” and things of that sort; and there are details and fine details in this without

number.
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But in general, each and every person can find this quality in his soul, both those engaged in busi-
ness and those who sit in the tents [of Torah]|, in every matter in which he says “I,” etc.; and be-

cause of this his mind becomes stopped up and closed.
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Now, the advice for making an empty vessel is as it is written, “A broken and crushed heart,” etc.,
[and] “I dwell with the crushed,” etc.
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It is like the analogy of a craftsman who makes a receptacle: he must strike it with a hammer all
around until a hollow is formed inside it. So should a person be: he should crush himself and bow
low, to be lowly of spirit, so that he takes up no space at all, so that his place is empty and hollow, as
though he were truly nothing and naught.
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But there is one more thing, from what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The cup of blessing
requires rinsing on the inside.”
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The point is that even someone who is crushed by nature, for example, one who is poor and has not
the face to lift up his head, still needs not to incline his heart even toward permitted things, to be

bound up in them with all his heart and soul;
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for it is always possible for permitted things to be done without the heart as well. And if he has in-

clined his heart and become bound up in the vanities of the world, he cannot be a receptacle until

he is purified.
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This is like, for example, a soiled cup, into which one cannot put wine until he washes it; and like-
wise a woman cannot conceive, even if she has a womb, if she has not been purified of her

impurity.
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Now, after he has made a receptacle, clean and rinsed, he still needs to take counsel in his soul.
This is the meaning of what is written, “And Chanah prayed upon Havayah, and wept sorely.”
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For Knesses Yisrael has several aspects and names; when she is in the state of giving birth, she is

called by the name Leah, the mother of children.
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And when she is in the state of barrenness, not giving birth to love and awe, she is called by the
name Chanah, as it is written, “But Chanah had no children.” And the advice is: “And Chanah

prayed upon Havayah.”
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The explanation is that the Name Havayah signifies that He brings everything into being
(mehaveh) from nothing to something. This Name is in all the worlds, Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah, for there is no difference between them except that this one He created and this one He

formed, etc.
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But in general, He gives life to them all and brings them into being from nothing to something.
However, the truth of this Name applies only in relation to the worlds that are emanated, created,

formed and made.
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But in relation to the Holy One, blessed be He, in His glory and His essence, it is not at all relevant
to speak of this Name, for “before Him all is considered as nothing,” and in relation to Him they do

not register within the bounds of existence at all, as it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed.”
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“And You are He before [the world] was created,” etc.; “and You are He after it was created,” etc.
This is what is said in Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer (chapter 3): “Before the world was created, there was

the Holy One, blessed be He, and His Name alone.”
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The meaning of “His Name alone” is that His Name is not at all in the category of bringing into be-
ing and giving life; rather, it is alone. This is like “His Name alone is exalted.”
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“Exalted” denotes an exceeding remoteness: He is far removed from the emanated worlds, etc.;

b

only “His radiance is upon earth and heaven,” meaning that a radiance and splendor is drawn

from His Name to give life to earth and heaven.
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But it is written, “And He has raised up a horn for His people”: that they should be to Him “a peo-
ple near to Him,” to be near to Him, to His very self, in order to bring them near to Him, to be ab-
sorbed into His unity, blessed be He, as it says, “Great and exceeding compassion,” etc., as is ex-

plained elsewhere.
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From this his soul will blaze up to cast away his life, to give his life over for the sanctification of the

Name in actual deed; to be a soul that thirsts and pines away for G-d, so that spirit may cleave to

spirit.
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That is, that all his thought, speech and action be in the thought, speech and action of the Holy
One, blessed be He, and in the mitzvos, from the depths of the heart, with cleaving and passionate
desire, etc., as is said in the Zohar on the verse “My soul, I yearn for You,” etc., as is explained

elsewhere.
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And this is “And Chanah prayed upon Havayah”: for tefillah (prayer) is a term for attachment; she
attached herself “upon” Havayah, meaning far, far above the level of the Name Havayah, which
denotes the coming into being of the worlds and their life-force; rather, [she sought] only to be nul-
lified and absorbed into His unity, blessed be He, through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in its own

right.
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Now, from there the level of great compassion (rachamim rabim) is drawn upon the spark of
G-dliness in his soul. This is “and wept sorely”: to arouse great compassion.
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And this is “The King who alone is exalted,” etc., “and who is uplifted beyond the days of the
world.” That is, He is high and uplifted beyond the bounds and level of “world”; and therefore, “in
Your great compassion”: for because He is uplifted beyond the days of the world to an unsearchable
degree, compassion is great in His eyes for the whole world.
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And even for the higher worlds, even for the level of the upper Gan Eden, and higher and higher,
up to the summit of all heights, compassion applies with Him, for they are all lowly before Him.
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This is not so in the emanated and created worlds, etc.: the further down it descends, the more the
level of compassion diminishes, until at the level of this physical earth we do not grasp the com-
passion even over this physical world, since we are within it; for compassion is [felt] by the great for

the small.
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For just as He is uplifted to an unsearchable degree, so is His compassion abundant. Though “His

Name alone is exalted,” nevertheless He is indeed “G-d of the world,” etc.
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And this is “G-d of the world, in Your compassion.” Our request is that, since we do not grasp the
compassion with our intellect, You arouse Your great compassion, so that we not be drowned and

sunk in this world; and that You be “the shield of our salvation, a stronghold for us.”
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“Stronghold” (misgav) is like a lofty, encircling wall; and likewise a shield is a shelter to hide [one]
from the enemies (for the level of the encompassing [light] blinds the eyes of the external forces, so
that they do not hold sway).
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Now, it is written, “And Avraham was old, advanced in days.” “Old” (zaken) means “one who has ac-
quired wisdom.” And [the Sages] said on the verse “With the aged is wisdom” that “their minds be-
come settled upon them.”
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That is, the service should be with constancy and a settled mind, and not one time this way and an-
other time that way; for all the days must be whole, as is said in the Zohar.
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And the days that were given to him from heaven to live in, like the days of his years, were not given

in vain, not even one hour beyond the measure that was set: how much he needs in order to com-

plete his soul.
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From this the thoughtful person will reflect, to be one of the “masters of accounting,” reckoning all

his thoughts, words and deeds, each day’s matter on its day.
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Now, the days are the level of garments: they are the garments of the Torah and the mitzvos that he
learns and does each day. In these garments a person can receive the revelation of His G-dliness,

blessed be He, and the love and awe that are drawn from the supernal land, with added light.
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For even though he learns the plain meaning of the Torah and no love or awe at all comes to him
from it at the time, nevertheless the Torah is “light sown” in the supernal land, and from there will
sprout righteousness and abundant kindness, that is, the level of a great love for the souls of Israel,

to shine for them in these garments.
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And this is “The number of your days I will fill.” That is: the level of the days themselves, which are
the garments, is incumbent upon you to make; and “the number (mispar) of your days” is the light
within the days, as is said in the Zohar on the verse “The heavens declare (mesaprim),” whose
meaning is “they shine and sparkle like sapphires (sapirin).”
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And this level of “number,” it is upon Me to fill it, so that it shines upon you from the power of
growth in the land of life.
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Likewise, regarding “turning from evil,” He said, “And I will remove sickness from your midst,”
meaning the sickness that has clung to you and taken root within you.
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This is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Four died through the counsel of the serpent”:
even though they were complete tzaddikim, nevertheless there still remained in them some trace

of the contamination of the serpent, which they could not remove entirely.
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This is the essential point of the kelipah of arrogance that entered human nature through man’s sin
with the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, that is, that he sees himself, and recognizes his lack,

or knows that this is good for him.
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As it is written, “And the woman saw that the tree was good for food,” etc. And this is the root of the
contamination and the source of all desires and sins, for by this he chooses for his own good or his

own harm.
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This was not so before the sin: they were naked, as it is written, “Who told you,” etc.; for they did
not feel any sense of their lack, or of good for themselves; they only perceived the revelation of His

G-dliness, blessed be He. And this is enough for one who understands.
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