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“And they saw the G-d of
Israel, and under His feet”
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“And they saw the G-d of Israel, and under His feet was like the work of the brick of sapphire,” etc.
Now, the matter of “under His feet” is as it is written, “And upon the likeness of the Throne was a
likeness like the appearance of a man,” etc.; and at the level of “like the appearance of a man,”

hand and foot are applicable.
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This is what is written afterward: “And to the nobles of the Children of Israel He did not send forth
His hand.” But this must be understood: how can one say this of G-dliness? Surely He has no body

and no likeness of a body!
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The explanation is as follows. It is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed.” This means that there is
no change whatsoever with Him, may He be blessed, between [the time] before the creation of the
world and the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of the higher worlds, and [the time] after the creation
of the world; as in the saying, “You are He before [the world] was created,” etc.
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That is because the source from which all the worlds come into being is only from the level of His
Malchus (sovereignty), may He be blessed, which is merely the level of a radiance, namely, that His
Name “King” is called upon them.
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Therefore this effects no change at all, G-d forbid, in His Being and Essence; just as the light and
brilliance of the sun, which shines upon the earth and those who dwell on it, effects no change in

the luminary of the sun itself through the drawing forth of the light, since it is only a radiance, etc.
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This radiance is also called “His great Name”; for, by way of analogy, a person’s name does not
touch his being and essence, etc. Nevertheless, this radiance is of the level of the infinite (Ein Sof),

and simple with the utmost simplicity.
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Therefore, for worlds to come into being from it that are in limit and measure, and also in a state of
division into levels, [this] is through [its] enclothing in the level of “like the appearance of a man,”
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that is, the level of the enclothing of the lights in vessels. And the level of “like the appearance of a
man” is the level of the souls of Israel, as it is written, “You are adam (man),” for “Israel arose in
[the divine] thought.”

MR"127 NYPoNw $17°31 °N° N1 NRIWTD 0990 4w 15 91K KD 19102 83102 "N10wY 2209
DY ORAWS D MY DRIAWS INOW PIOWD 11T .0°INAN2 1777 N0 YR R Bhawa mon
.1awnna

And it is written, “And I will dwell within them”; it does not say “within it,” etc., for they are vessels
for the resting of His Shechinah (Divine Presence), may He be blessed. As is known, the purpose of
creation was in order that He, may He be blessed, have a dwelling place among the lower realms;
that is, to make His Shechinah dwell in Israel. And this is the meaning of “Israel arose in [the di-
vine| thought.”

W1 R2W 2397 09w 0927132 KDY DR Mnwi1a P9 IRIWT 1waYT T NPy Jnawk 119 1
R 2o mn by

This is [the meaning of] “the place of Your dwelling, which You, Havayah, have made.” Now, at
present, this resting [of the Shechinah] is only in the souls of Israel and not in their bodies, be-

cause the serpent came upon Chavah and cast filth [into her].
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And although at the Giving of the Torah their filth ceased, through the sin of the [Golden]| Calf and
the other sins the filth returned to their bodies.
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For the body is called “the skin of the serpent.” But [it did] not [return] to their souls, for “the por-

tion of Havayah” is, literally, “His people”; and as is known, the soul does not need rectification for

itself.
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But in the time to come, when the bodies too will be refined, as it is written, “And He will invigorate

your bones,” and it is written, “And I will remove the spirit of impurity,” etc., then it is written,

“And the glory of Havayah will be revealed, and all flesh will see,”

nnwaa P9 "9 PR 1°W2Y I”KRWnN 0°2332 02 DWP’?N 1993 13 [ew] R TV I 2T 92
.7293

for the physical matter will be refined until there is a revelation of G-dliness in the bodies too;
whereas now the revelation is only in the souls alone.
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Now, the revelation of G-dliness in the souls of Israel is drawn forth in the form of a man. This is
[the meaning of] “You are adam (man).” This means: [it is,] by way of analogy, like the dwelling of
the individual soul in the limbs of the body, which is also in the form of a man; just as the light of

the intellect rests specifically in the brain, and the emotive attributes (middos) in the heart, etc.
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And the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the emotive attributes is in the hands: “Chesed (kind-
ness) is the right arm,” etc. In detail, they are the 248 individual limbs among which the radiance
of the soul is divided; and in general they are divided into three lines: the right arm, the left, and
the body in the middle.
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So too is it to be understood above, regarding the revelation of G-dliness in the souls of Israel, as it
is written, “Her husband is known in the gates (she’arim)”: in each one according to what he mea-

sures (meshaer) in his heart.
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There are souls that are from the level of the intellect (mochin), which are vessels for the level of

the Torah, and they are “the heads of the thousands of Israel.” And there are souls that are vessels

for the level of the emotive attributes. And there are souls that are the level of the foot.

Nevertheless, of all of them it is said, “known in the gates.”
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This means that “known” (noda) is an expression of joining and binding, like the joining and bind-

ing of the soul with the body: although the soul is spiritual and above the bounds of a physical

body, nevertheless it binds itself to and is enclothed in a physical body.
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So too, the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is above the level of

Chochmah (wisdom) and emotive attributes, is drawn down to rest and be enclothed in the souls of

Israel, whose totality is the level of the full stature of a man.
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And even the level of the foot and the level of the heels have a special virtue: they hold up the head,
etc., and carry it from place to place, which is not within the power of the head alone, without the

foot. Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Be of lowly spirit before every man,” etc.
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This is why it is said of Him, may He be blessed, “like the appearance of a man,” with the kaf of
comparison. For in truth “He is not of any of these attributes at all,” as it is written, “For He is not a

man,” etc.
% 12 AR N MWARNT TEN O”R 0T 1% A MW [oxw> mnwia) "”Waa wabnm T I

SNRYY 19RO [71979% 033751 130127 1mxa] 221K ONR DNoWYY W’ 1Y 10 0N IR

But [since] He descends and is enclothed in the souls of Israel, which are the level of the form of a
man, it follows that by virtue of this enclothing it is said of Him, may He be blessed, “like the ap-
pearance of a man,” etc. And this is what is written, “And you shall make them,” and our Sages, of

blessed memory, said, “as though they had made Me.”
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Now, [as for] the meaning and matter of “And upon the likeness of the Throne was a likeness like
the appearance of a man,” what is the matter of the Throne? The matter is this: in order for there to
be the coming into being of the created beings of [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah (Cre-
ation, Formation and Action), which, besides being in limit and measure, are furthermore some-

thing existent (yesh) and a thing separate unto itself,
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therefore this coming into being cannot take place through the drawing down of the light and life-
force (chayus) from the level of “like the appearance of a man” itself, which is in a state of utter
self-nullification (bittul), for in Atzilus (Emanation) “He and His vessels are” truly “one.” Rather, it

is through the level of the sitting of the supernal man upon the Throne.
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For, by way of analogy, the throne on which a person sits is a matter of descent and lowering down-
ward; so too above, it is written, “And Havayah sat as King forever (le’olam).”
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“King le’olam” means: for there to be a drawing down of His Malchus, may He be blessed, below,

for the coming into being of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which are the separate worlds (olamos).

This drawing down is called the level of “sitting,” which is a lowering and drawing down;
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and this is through the Throne (kisei), kas alef [a covering of the alef], which is the level of a gar-
ment, to clothe and conceal the light and life-force drawn from the level of alef, “the Master (aluf)
of the world,” so that He be “a G-d Who hides Himself,” in order that there be the coming into be-
ing of the existent (yesh) and separate thing.
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Now, by way of analogy, in one who sits on a throne, his body and hands are above the throne; only
his feet are lowered and extend downward to the ground.
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So too is it to be understood above, regarding “upon the Throne, a likeness like the appearance of a
man”: the drawing down from it below, for the coming into being of the created beings, is, by way
of analogy, only from the last level, which is called “My feet,” as it is written, “And the earth is the

stool of My feet.”
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The explanation of this matter: it was explained above that the level of “like the appearance of a
man” is the souls of Israel. Now, they are the ones called “children to Havayah,” and “a son is the
leg of his father,” which is the level of the foot, as it is written, “Six hundred thousand on foot (ra-

glei) are the people,” etc.
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For just as, by way of analogy, the foot is nullified to the head, [which] “turns it wherever it wishes,”
so too the souls of Israel as a whole possess this level of self-nullification (bittul) toward Him, may
He be blessed, by their inborn nature.
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This is the level of the hidden love that is in every one of Israel, without any reason or knowledge at
all, only because they are “the portion of Havayah,” “His people,”
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like the son, who is drawn from the brain of the father and was one essence with him, only that af-
terward he was drawn forth to become a thing unto himself.
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So too it is written, “Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d”: ours, that is, the root of the soul as it was
still included in its source and root. It is above the level of the foot and the level of “the leg of his fa-
ther”; rather, they are united with the brain of the father, by way of analogy, and are literally one

thing with His G-dliness, may He be blessed.
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This is “Havayah is our G-d,” literally. Only that afterward they descended through the chain of de-
scent (hishtalshelus) of the levels, to become a level unto themselves, and they are called “foot”;

and even so, it is literally “the leg of his father.”
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Therefore they have the level of self-nullification even afterward, by virtue of their root, etc. And

this is [the meaning of] “The soul that You have given within me is pure; You created it,” etc.
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The question is well known: how can one say “it is pure” before mentioning its creation? And also,
why the repetition of three expressions, “You created it, You formed it, You breathed it”?
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But the explanation is that the meaning of “it is pure” (tehorah) is like what is said here, “and like

the very essence of the heavens in purity (latohar),” which is the level of the brightness of the light.
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Similarly, the Targum [renders] tzohorayim (noon) [as] tihara. So too, the root of the soul is drawn
from a very lofty place. And this is “it is pure”: that it is drawn from the level of tehiru ila’ah (the

supernal brightness) [mentioned] in the holy Zohar.
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This is also what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Know from where (me’ayin) you came,” for

the level of ayin (nothing) is what is utterly united with His G-dliness, may He be blessed, as ex-
plained above regarding “Havayabh is our G-d,” literally.
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And this is the level of brightness, meaning that it is not at all a yesh (an existent) and a thing unto

itself. But afterward it descended below, into the level of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, to become a

yesh and a thing; and this is the repetition of the three expressions, “You created it, You formed it,

You breathed it into me,” etc.
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(And then it is called the level of the foot; whereas in its root it is the level of Yisrael, li rosh (“a head

for Me”). See what is written in Parshas Shelach on [the verse]| “I am Havayah your G-d,” etc.)
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And this is the explanation of the matter mentioned above in the interpretation of “And upon the
likeness of the Throne,” etc.: that it is for the coming into being of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,

which is through the level of the Throne and the level of the feet of the man,
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that is, the level of the souls as they are at the level of “You created it, You formed it,” etc., for
through the enclothing of the light in them, the other created beings and the outer dimension

(chitzoniyus) of the worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah receive [from it];
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but as they are in their root above, the level of “it is pure,” “Israel arose in [the divine] thought,”
they are above the level of the Throne and above the level of the coming into being of the created

beings of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc.
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According to the language of the Kabbalah, too, the matter will be understood: the level of the su-
pernal “like the appearance of a man” is the enclothing of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be
He, in the ten Sefiros of Atzilus (Emanation), and the Throne is the screen (masach) between Atzilus
and Beriah (Creation), etc. And likewise in the souls of Israel, which are drawn from the level of the

ten Sefiros mentioned above, there are two levels.
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That is: the first is the level of “his mazal sees,” which is in Atzilus; this is above the Throne. And

the second is the level of “You created it, You formed it,” etc., to be enclothed in the body.
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And this is what is called the level of the foot. These two levels are also called Yisrael and Yaakov:
for Yisrael is li rosh (“a head for Me”), and Yaakov is a yud enclothed in the level of akev (the heel),

as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, said, “Six hundred thousand on foot (raglei) are the
people in whose midst [ am,” etc. This makes clear that Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, is

far, far above the level of the foot;
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that is, even after the descent of his soul into his body, there shines in him [light] from the level

that is above the level of the Throne and the level of the foot mentioned above.
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The matter is like what our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “The Patriarchs, they are the Chariot.”

And it is known that the Patriarchs were a chariot for the level of “the everlasting arms” (zero’os
olam):
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Avraham for the level of Chesed (kindness), “the right arm,” and Yitzchak for the level of “the left
arm,” etc. And the level of the arms of the supernal man is, by way of analogy, far, far above the lev-

el of the Throne, as mentioned above.
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The matter is this: it was explained above that the level of the Throne is the garment and the screen
that conceals the light, so that there may be the coming into being of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
etc. And the level of the feet extends downward through the Throne and garment mentioned above.
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But the level of the hands is a revelation of a level that is above this garment and concealment; it is
arevelation of the level of “it is pure,” etc., which is above the level of “You created it,” etc.
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And the Patriarchs and Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, were a chariot for the level of the rev-
elation of this light; that is, through their being a chariot in a state of truly constant self-nullifica-
tion (bittul).
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And through this they drew down this revelation. The explanation of the matter is that, by way of
analogy, we see below, in a person, that in the hands there is more revelation of the mind (mochin)
and intellect than in the feet, for they are more united with and closer to the intellect and mind

than the feet are.
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For although the foot too is nullified to the head, and [the head] “turns it wherever it wishes,” nev-
ertheless this nullification does not come of itself, but by the command of the intellect, a command
that the foot obeys;
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whereas the movements of the hands happen of themselves, according to the will of the intellect,
and need no command at all,
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as we see the difference between clapping with one’s hands and dancing with one’s feet: when a
person is joyful, he immediately claps his hands, that is, he shows with his hands a movement that

indicates joy, such as striking palm [to palm], etc.;
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whereas with the feet, that it should follow from this that they dance does not happen of itself, un-

less there is a command and a drawing forth from the intellect to his feet to dance, etc.
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And so too, in the same way, with other movements: in the hand the movement comes about of it-

self, according to the thought in the intellect, as is plainly seen; whereas in the foot it is not of itself,

but only by command.
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This is clear proof that in the hands there is more revelation of the intellect, so much so that they

follow the thought of the intellect of their own accord, as though they were not a thing unto

themselves.
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And the analogue will be understood: this is the difference in the stature of the Patriarchs and
Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, who were the level of a chariot and entirely nullified to Him,
may He be blessed, as though they were not a yesh (an existent) and a separate thing unto them-

selves at all,
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and they never ceased, even for one moment, binding their minds in the self-nullification (bittul)

mentioned above.
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Therefore they were a chariot for the level of “the everlasting arms,” which is above the level of the
Throne and screen (as is written in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the letter beginning “He and His life-
force,” and this is its wording: “And even after the nefesh, ruach and neshamah of Atzilus (Emana-
tion) descended into this world, to the early tzaddikim, it is possible that their essence did not
change so as to become a thing separate from G-dliness,” etc.; see there) and above the level of the

foot, etc.
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Whereas the souls of the other tzaddikim, who did not reach the level and degree of this constant

self-nullification, but only arouse in their soul the self-nullification and the stirring of love and
awe:
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this is the level of the foot, which is also nullified to the intellect, only that it does not happen of it-
self, and there must be a command and a drawing forth from the intellect. And this is the matter of

drawing out contemplation in order to arouse the love, etc.
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Therefore Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, said of the people of his generation, even though
they were the “generation of knowledge,” “Six hundred thousand on foot,” etc.; whereas he him-

self, “in whose midst I am,” [was] above the level of the foot, as will be written below, G-d willing.
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However, this is [said] in general: the soul is called the level of the foot. But in detail, every soul is

the form of a man and also has in it the level of hand and foot.
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Now, natural awe and love (dechilu urechimu), that is, the natural hidden love, are called the level
of the foot; but the level of intellectual awe and love is called “hands,” for they are united with the

intellect and the mind (mochin).
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And from the level of natural awe and love one will reach the level of intellectual awe and love. That
is, in the reading of the Shema, when he says, “Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d,” which is the
level of the root of his soul, the level of “his mazal sees,” etc.
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For it is truly united with G-dliness, and from there it will shine forth and be revealed, so that there
be “And you shall love”: that Havayah be “your G-d,” that is, that this revelation of unity be below

as well, in the soul’s enclothing in the body, as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, it is known that the descent of the soul into this world (“from a high roof,” the level of “it is
pure,” to the level of Asiyah (Action), “You breathed it into me”) is for the sake of an ascent; and
this is through the letters of the Torah, as is explained elsewhere that the letters are called

“horses,” as it is written, “For You ride upon Your horses.”
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For just as the horse will raise and carry the person riding on it to a place he would not be able to go

so far on his own, so the letters of the Torah raise and elevate the soul higher and higher.
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There are letters that are the level of raising up, and there are letters that are the level of bringing
and drawing down, that is, from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin)
to the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), from concealment to revelation.
And this is the meaning of the word osiyos (letters): an expression of bringing, as in “he came (asa)

and brought (ve’aisi) a baraisa in his hand,” and “And He came (ve’asa) from the holy myriads.”
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Now, the letters are also called by the name “stones” in Sefer Yetzirah: “Two stones build two hous-
es,” etc. For a stone is the level of the inanimate, and it is the lowest level of the four levels of fire,
air, water and earth, and of inanimate, vegetative, animal and speaking.
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So too the letters are the lowest level, the level of the inanimate, relative to the intellect and the
emotive attributes (middos), which are the level of the animal and the vegetative, as is explained
elsewhere.
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But of this King Dovid, peace be upon him, said, “The stone that the builders rejected has become
the chief cornerstone”: for although the letters, which are called “stones,” are below the intellect
and the emotive attributes, nevertheless they raise the intellect and the emotive attributes upward,

to a level higher than Chochmah (wisdom).
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[This is] as mentioned above regarding the level of “horses,” etc. And this is as our Sages, of

blessed memory, said, that “thought does nothing,” and of the words of Torah, too, it is written, “to

those who bring them out (lemotza’eihem),” with the mouth, specifically.
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The matter is like this: by way of analogy, from stones one makes a house for a person to dwell in,
and it is impossible to dwell without a house; so too, through the letters of the Torah one draws
down a revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the level of the light that encom-

passes all worlds (sovev kol almin), so that it dwells and is enclothed in the letters of the Torah
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(and the drawing down is from the level of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, for “He is not a

man,” that He should be drawn down and enclothed below in the level of “like the appearance of a

man”;

5 11mn Ryt oTRa By %P1 *°12 RIT N°2AW 110 NIPNIR P12 N°2 97y RPIT 1ownRnn TD’?'I
(12 XM 9110 71°1%1 11T 27y K712 W

therefore the drawing down is specifically through a house, the level of letters, just as a house is
the level of something encompassing (makif) a person and above him, etc.; and see what is written

elsewhere on “The mezuzah on the right,” etc., “a mitzvah is a lamp,” etc.).
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And this is the expression mikra, “one who reads (korei) in the Torah”: like a person who calls (kor-
ei) his friend to come to him. So too, through the level of the letters of the Torah he calls the Holy
One, blessed be He, to be revealed below; as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The Holy One,

blessed be He, reads and repeats opposite him.”
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This means that the Holy One, blessed be He, who is the level of the light that encompasses all
worlds, also reads and repeats these letters, that is, He is drawn to come from concealment to

revelation.
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And as for their saying “opposite him,” that is because this revelation is drawn to the level of the
souls of created beings, which are the level of the limited, and it is impossible for them to contain
the revelation of the Infinite Light, which is without limit; therefore it says “opposite him,”
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for “the word of Havayah: this is halachah,” and the Holy One, blessed be He, reads these words op-

posite the person who reads, from above to below, etc.
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In light of all the above, we come to the explanation of the verse, “And under His feet was like the

work of the brick of sapphire,” etc. For it has been explained that the letters are called “stones.”

Now, among stones there are two grades.
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The first is actual stones, which are a creation by the hand of Heaven. And the second is the stone
made by human hands, namely the brick, which is made from earth by human beings, and which

also becomes strong and hard.
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And it too is called “stone,” as it is written, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly,
and the brick served them as stone,” etc. And as is known and well established, with bricks too one

builds a building, a house, awall, just as with stones.
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Only, there first needs to be a preparation, how to make the bricks so that they will be strong and
durable; and this is by burning them in a fiery kiln, as mentioned above in their saying, “Let us

make bricks and burn them thoroughly,” and then specifically, “the brick served them as stone,”
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and this is the stone made by human hands, and not by their very nature, like actual stones, which

are a creation by the hand of Heaven.
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The analogue of these two levels of stones will also be understood spiritually, regarding the letters

that are called “stones”: they too have two levels.
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The first is the level of a creation by the hand of Heaven, and it is called “stones.” And the second is

the level of what is made by human hands, and it is called “bricks.”
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That is, the level of the letters of the Torah is called “stones,” for the Torah is from Heaven, “and
Havayah spoke to Moshe,” and it is called the Holy Tongue, for it is drawn from the level of super-
nal holiness (kodesh ha’elyon).
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But the level of bricks is the letters of the seventy tongues, of the languages of the nations, where

each and every people speaks according to its own language.
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Now, it is written, “Like the four winds of the heavens I have spread you out,” that is, Israel is dis-

persed among the seventy nations and also speaks the language of each and every people among

whom they dwell, in all the needs of commerce.
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And afterward, when they pray with self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh), with concentration, and study

Torah for its own sake, out of the toil of their occupation in commerce,
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then they raise all the combinations of letters in which they spoke higher and higher, to the root of

their soul, which is the level of “it is pure,” the tehiru ila’ah (supernal brightness) that precedes the

chain of descent (hishtalshelus).
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And this is what is called “unconsecrated things (chullin) prepared in the purity of the holy.” This
means: the Holy Tongue is drawn from the level of supernal holiness, whereas the other languages

are profane (chol);
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but when they are refined through prayer, as mentioned above (and also when one speaks in them
in order to understand the Torah, just as in the Gemara there are a number of words in the Aramaic
language: hachi hashta (“how can these be compared?”), i amrat bishlama (“granted, if you say”)),
they become [prepared] in the purity of the holy, the level of supernal holiness and the supernal

brightness (tehiru ila’ah).
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This is like the analogy of the bricks: although they are simple earth, nevertheless through the work
of human hands they too become hard and strong, at the level of stone, as mentioned above, so

much so that one builds awall from them, etc.; and “I am awall”: this is Torah, etc.
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However, it is impossible for the combinations of letters mentioned above (of the chullin, to be-
come [prepared] in the purity of the holy) to be transformed and refined, so as to be called “holy

stones,” except through the self-sacrifice in the reading of the Shema;
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just as in the analogy of the bricks, which must first be burned in a kiln, as mentioned above, and

through the burning they are transformed to become hard and strong like stones.
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So too is the matter in the service of G-d: the burning of the bricks is through praying with concen-
tration, with the fiery enthusiasm of love and awe, when he says, “And you shall love... with all your
heart,” etc. Through this, the foreign letters of all the commerce in which he engages are burned

and absorbed,
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and also all the life-force (chayus) and bounty that come from them, such as food and clothing: all
of it ascends and is absorbed into the Oneness, in the service of G-d, when he gives over his soul at

[the word] “One” with fiery enthusiasm.
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But the occupation in commerce must be with coolness and against one’s will, not with real desire,

but only as one who is compelled until he is willing, in order to sustain his soul and the souls of his

household, so that they can serve G-d all the days of their life,

STITORDNAM2 111917 PP ORIY TNORDPMI YAP 9NN WY (715125 onast 1wman meke] PPIIRY 1191
:5713 971K NIPNIRT2 MDY 5317 159 1K1 ¥2p 9NN 71o7ow

as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Make your Torah fixed and your work occasional”: the main
intent in the work is so that your Torah be fixed. And then, through this, he will be able afterward to

raise up the letters, as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And under His feet was like the work of the brick of sapphire,” etc.:
specifically “under His feet.” For it was explained above, regarding “And Havayah sat as King le’o-
lam,” that there is the level of the Throne, kas alef, which clothes and covers the light drawn from

the level of “like the appearance of a man,” etc.,
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so that there can be the coming into being of the yesh (the existent) and separate thing in Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah; and the level of the coming into being of the yesh is the level of “under His
feet.” This is what is written, “And His kingship rules over all,” that is, even down to the princes,

etc.;
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whereas the level of the hand is above the level of the Throne, and there there is no level of yesh
and separate thing, only “He and His vessels are one.” Therefore it says, “And under His feet,”
which is below the level of the Throne mentioned above: there is the level of “the brick of

sapphire.”
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The meaning is: livnas (“the brick of”) is from the matter of the level of bricks mentioned above,
which is the refinement and elevation of the letters of the seventy tongues; after the refinement
they are the level of “the brick of sapphire,” for they shine like sapphires, as it is written, “Its

9, ¢

stones are the place of sapphire”; “man does not know its worth.”
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(And although these letters are made by human hands and not by the hand of Heaven, nevertheless
through the self-sacrifice in the reading of the Shema they have been refined so much that they are
called “sapphire,” as it is written, “which G-d created to make”: “to make” [means] to rectify by hu-
man hands. And see Etz Chaim.)
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And to bring the matter closer to the intellect: how is it possible that the letters of the seventy

tongues should be elevated so much, through occupation in prayer and Torah, as to become, too,

like holy stones, so much so that they are called “the brick of sapphire”?
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But the matter is this: we see that in each and every people, which speaks its own language, never-

theless in every language there is only the pronunciation of the twenty-two combinations of letters,

in the five well-known points of articulation: alef, ches, hei, ayin from the throat, etc., just as in the

Holy Tongue.
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Only, the difference between the other languages and the Holy Tongue is in the language [itself]:
that the combination basar (flesh) in the Holy Tongue, these letters beis, shin, reish, actually give

life to the flesh, by the word of G-d in the six days of creation;

.[0P30 MM sawat] T172WAY NPNIRT 99w 07192 W7D 0991901 0w MWD IRY2 I”RYn

which is not so in the other languages, which are conventional, as is written in Pardes, in Sha’ar
HaOtiyos (the Gate of the Letters), and in the Shelah.
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Likewise, the shape of the letters of the Ashuri script alludes to wondrous matters, for Rabbi Akiva

would expound upon every tip (kotz), etc.;
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and none of this exists at all in other scripts and languages. But nevertheless, the pronunciation of

the twenty-two letters is present in them too, equally.
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And it is known that the root of these twenty-two kinds of letters is drawn from a very lofty place,

above the intellect; only that “He fixed them in the mouth,” etc.
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If so, at any rate we see that the seventy tongues too have a root for their letters above; therefore

they can be elevated through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in the reading of the Shema, as men-
tioned above. And this is the level of “the brick of sapphire,” which is “under His feet,”
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that is, in the refinement from the level of nogah. And there, there is also “like the very essence of
the heavens in purity,” which is the level of the letters of the Torah, for the Torah is from Heaven,
and the letters are from the level of tehiru ila’ah (the supernal brightness), as is written in the

Zohar, “He engraved engravings in the supernal brightness”;
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and [the Torah] was drawn downward too, “under His feet,” into Asiyah, as mentioned above. It fol-
lows that “the brick of sapphire” and “the very essence of the heavens in purity” are the level of the

two kinds of letters mentioned above,
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for through the two kinds of letters mentioned above comes the ascent of the souls after their de-
scent, in which they descended from the level of “it is pure” to be at the level of the foot, as men-
tioned above; and through the two levels of the letters of the Torah mentioned above, which are at

the level of “under His feet,” through this comes the ascent.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And they saw the G-d (Elokei) of Israel.” For just before it, it is written,
“And Moshe alone shall approach Havayah, but they shall not approach,” because the root of the
level of Moshe was above the level of the Throne of G-d, which is enclothed in Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah (as was written above in the explanation of “on foot are the people in whose midst I am”).
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Therefore the Torah was given through him, for the Torah descended from Heaven, that is, it was
drawn from Atzilus (Emanation) to Beriah (Creation) by way of the level of the Throne mentioned

above
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(and see what is written elsewhere on the interpretation of “The heavens are My Throne,” that it

refers to the Torah, which descended to be the level of a throne for the revelation of His will and His

wisdom, etc.; and see what is written in the explanation of what is written in Likkutei Amarim (the
Tanya), chapter 13).
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And to draw it down and bring it down from Atzilus to Beriah is through Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be
upon him, the root of whose comprehension was in the level of Atzilus itself, as it is written of him,

“From the water I drew him”: from the level of the upper waters, which is the level of Atzilus, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Moshe commanded us the Torah”: that he drew the Torah down from
Atzilus to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. Whereas the elders’ comprehension was not in Atzilus at all,

only in Beriah;
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therefore it is said of them, “And they saw the G-d (Elokei) of Israel”: the level of Elokei is the at-
tribute of tzimtzum (contraction) and concealment, the level of the Throne mentioned above.
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Whereas of Moshe it is written, “shall approach Havayah,” which is the level that is above the tz-

imtzum of the Name Elokim, that is, above the level of the Throne.
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And since the elders’ comprehension was from the level of Elokim, which is after the concealment
of the Throne mentioned above, therefore there they saw and comprehended the level of “the brick
of sapphire” and the level of “like the very essence of the heavens,” which are the two levels of let-

ters mentioned above;
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that is, there is there also [something]| of the level of “the very essence of the heavens,” which is the
letters of the Torah that was given from Heaven, for it too was drawn down and enclothed beneath

the Throne mentioned above. And this is the level of “holy stones.”
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And furthermore, there is there also the level of “the brick of sapphire,” which is the letters refined
from the seventy tongues; for the level of these letters is specifically only beneath the level of the

Throne, as explained above at length.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And to the nobles of the Children of Israel He did not send forth His
hand.” This means: “His hand” is the level of Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes (kindness, restraint and
beauty), which are adjacent to the head and joined with it, and they are above the level of the

Throne and concealment.
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Therefore the elders did not merit this revelation from the level that is above the Throne, that is,

from the level of the hands; their comprehension was only through the Throne.
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And this is “And under His feet,” etc., and therefore “He did not send forth His hand” to them. And
although they are called “the nobles (atzilei) of the Children of Israel,” as it is written of them, “And
He drew (vayatzel) from the spirit,” nevertheless there is a difference between them and Moshe:
they comprehended only the radiance of Atzilus that is enclothed in Beriah, as it is written, “And
they saw the G-d (Elokei),” etc.
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Therefore “but they shall not approach” the level of the revelation of the Name Havayah. But of
Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, it is written “shall approach,” to the level of the Name
Havayah. And likewise the Patriarchs of the world were a chariot for the level of “the everlasting
arms,” as mentioned above.
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(And with this one can understand somewhat what is written in the Song of Songs, “My beloved
sent forth his hand,” etc., that is, to the very lofty souls, the Patriarchs of the world and Moshe
Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, as mentioned above.)
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