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An explanation of what is mentioned above.
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An explanation of the words concerning the matter of “the Chanukah lamp on the left and the

mezuzah on the right.” Now, the mitzvos are from below to above, and the Torah is from above to

below.
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And the union between them is like the analogy of one who stands above and wishes to draw close
to one who stands below: this one climbs the ladder and that one descends, until they meet each
other.
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And the explanation of the matter: it is written, “Whatever Havayah desired, He has done,” and it is

written, “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made.”
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The matter is that the substance was created by the word of Havayah, while the shape and the form,
in whatever manner it was created, is from the desire of Havayah: “How many are Your works,
Havayah! You have made them all with wisdom.”

.OM7°1°n5 2°1197 3% 1330 $971 9978 55 Mwy nIptinm 139007 .N17133 N2 RO RO Pnaw

For the level of Chochmah (wisdom) is the level of Gevuros (restraint), that is, division: to make

every form and every shape, for all the particulars according to their kinds.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mikeitz/16/ 2



TORAH OHR - PARSHAS MIKEITZ - MAAMAR 16 1?”Jn by TIR2

0o 129W3 TN 9N Lixnnwn] NIWA TITA 777 1P RIPITIPT RI9¥12 702 K17 79yn? nonn v
.0927 0179 TRM 1270 TWYR 137 772 0w RIR IR PIRT 712072 RITAN293T .10

And the root of Chochmah (wisdom) above is the level of Botzina deKardinusa, the line of measure,
measuring out the measurement: “Who measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,” etc. And
the revelation is in the Chochmah of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), the light of Abba (the

Father); and there [is] “How many are Your works,” for they are very many, many particulars.
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Only, they were included in Chochmah, as in the analogy of the physical intellect, which grasps and
encompasses many matters all at once, in a single moment; and to bring [them] out from conceal-

ment into revelation, one must spell them out in many and varied words, over an hour or two.
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So too, in Chochmah are included [all of] “How many are Your works,” in every form and every
shape, and they were spelled out in the ten utterances by which the world was created. However,
the utterances are only ten, because not everything was spelled out in speech, only in a general

way and not in detail.
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And the reason is that what was spelled out in speech [was] in order for there to be the level of yesh
(existence), for from the level of the Chochmah (wisdom) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) there
could not be the level of yesh; and even what was enclothed in Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes),
which is the level of Havayah, is all called the level of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), for “He and His

life-forces are one.”
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And there could not be the level of separateness except in the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of
Atzilus (Emanation), through “the word of a king [that] rules.” And this is through [the fact] that the
Malchus of Atzilus becomes the Atik of the World of Beriah (Creation), and so on.
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Nevertheless, the level of Havayah rules over the level of Malchus, so that there be the self-nullifi-

cation (bittul) of the yesh, as in the matter of “and the host of heaven bow down to You,” that is, the

level of the bittul of the angels, in the expiry of the soul.
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And the sun and the moon bow down even with their bodies, in that they go around and around.
And this bittul comes through “whatever Havayah desired,” for this level of desire is enclothed in
the Chochmah (wisdom) of Atzilus, and the Chochmah of Atzilus is enclothed in the Chochmah of
the Malchus of Atzilus, which is enclothed in [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
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for “One higher than the high watches over [him].” And everything that is below receives from what
is above it, up to the very highest of heights.
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(And even the philosophers concede this, except that they comprehend only the ten lower levels:
eight spheres and the daily sphere.
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See Pardes, Sha’ar 6, end of chapter 3: “The investigators have already agreed,” etc., “and the

tenth sphere, of the intellect,” etc.; and beyond this they do not comprehend. But it is possible,

even according to their own opinion, that there is also [something| above them.)
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Only, the worshipers of stars and constellations say that since it has already come down, conceal-
ment after concealment, through the level of the Name Elokim, which contracts, etc., it must nec-

essarily remain so.
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But “For I know” (“I” is the level of Malchus and the Community of Israel) “that Havayah is great,”

for the Name Havayah rules over every level of Elokim. Whereas Pharaoh said, “I do not know

Havayah,” for he knew only the Name Elokim.
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And he said, “Havayah has forsaken the earth” (but in truth, he speaks without knowledge, as is

written in Tanya, Part II, for the miracle of the creation of heaven and earth is greater than the

miracle of the splitting of the Red Sea, etc.; see there). And therefore they say, “Where is their

G-d?”
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But in truth, “Whatever Havayah desired, He has done.” For this is the matter of the union of the
Name Havayah with the Name Elokim, and the union of the Holy One, blessed be He, and His
Shechinah (Divine Presence); for this union is the level of drawing down, in which the Name
Havayah is drawn down and interwoven in the Name Elokim, so that there be the bittul of the yesh,

etc.
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Now, in this union and this drawing down there are two ways. The first: that the Name Havayah de-

scends below, to the level of Elokim, and this is called the interweaving of Havayah within Elokim.
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And then the alef comes before the yud, for the Name Elokim enclothes the Name Havayah, and

the Name Havayah is enclothed within it.
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And the second: that the Name Elokim ascends above and is included in the Name Havayah, and

then the yud comes before the alef, etc.
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Now, the advantage and the superiority is when the Name Elokim ascends above. For when the
Name of Havayah descends to the level of the Name Elokim to be enclothed in it, this is through
many contractions (tzimtzumim), so that there be an enclothement in the level of yesh (existence);
but when the Name FElokim ascends and is included in the level of Havayah, it thereby rises to the

level of ayin (nothingness), etc.
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Now, “a mitzvah is a lamp” is the level of ascent, and “the Torah is light” is the level of drawing
down. And the explanation of the matter is by first understanding the matter of the letters.
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It is that with the letters that go forth through the five articulation points of the mouth (alef, ches,

hei, ayin from the throat, etc.), the articulation points do not make and produce the letters, as a

harp being played brings forth the sound through the person playing it, at which point the sound

and the melody are born and come into being.

NPNIR RN W1 D5 wDI3 1°7 7325 NIPNINIY KON 12 12°R 757 NIREN W NIPNINA 5aR
JIRBINT Y DOYYIANMD KDY NIREIAT DR Q2310 O 797 NIRSIA P OR12)

But with the letters of the five articulation points of the mouth it is not so; rather, the letters were al-
ready in the soul, for every soul is full of letters. And when they come to the five articulation points
of the mouth, they are what move the articulation points, and they are not moved by the articula-

tion points.
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Now, there are several levels of letters: the letters of thought and the letters of speech. The letters of
thought are in Binah (understanding), and the letters of speech are in Malchus (sovereignty).
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And the level of the speech that is above is on the level of the thought that is below, which is the
speech of the angels, “and one called to the other,” and “One higher than the high,” for they re-
ceive one from another, up to the very highest of heights: what is on the level of thought below is
called, relative to what is above, the level of speech, and the level of thought that is above is more
hidden.
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Now, the root of the revelation of the letters is in Chochmah (wisdom): “and man became a living
soul (nefesh chayah)”; the level of Chayah is in Chochmabh.
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But this is only on the level of revelation, whereas their hidden root is far, far above, in the level of
Keser (the Crown), as is written in the Zohar: “They are supernal crowns,” etc., and “the kaf de-

scended from upon His Throne of Glory,” etc.
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For the essence of the letters is not the level of intellect; rather, they are above the intellect, for it is
impossible to grasp with the intellect the essence of the letters and their source in the articulation
of alef, beis, gimmel, which issue from the vessels of the intellect. Rather, they are taken principal-
ly from the level that is above the intellect.
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And they become the level of a garment for the intellect, to understand every matter in every lan-

guage of the seventy languages.
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For every matter of intellect is grasped only in letters; but the letters are not the essence of the in-
tellect and its very self, but rather the level of its garment, as is known that the intellect is en-

clothed sometimes in these letters
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and sometimes in those letters, like the words of Tosafos and of the Ran, each of whom clothes the
intellect in different letters. And [the letters] are taken from above the intellect, except that they are
revealed only in the intellect.
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And the analogy for this is the power of procreation that is in the brain, which comes into being in
a person after he is thirteen years old, or nine (Sanhedrin, beginning of chapter 8).
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And although he already had his intellect (mochin) complete, nevertheless the power of procre-

ation was not completed until he was thirteen, or nine; and the completion of this power depends

on the food that he eats.
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As is known from [the law] that the High Priest is not fed, on the eve of Yom Kippur, things that in-

crease seed: for there are foods that increase seed, and there are foods that decrease [it].
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Now, in those foods themselves there is no power of procreation; only when they come to the brain,
and the brain is strengthened by them, then the power of procreation comes into being and is

completed.
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So too, the letters come from above the intellect, [from a level] that is not grasped in letters at all;
and nevertheless, when they come to the level of the intellect, the revelation of the intellect comes

about through letters.
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Therefore they said of Metatron that he binds crowns for his Maker from the prayers of Israel. The
matter is that the letters of prayer ascend above by means of the angels, as is known that several
angels are appointed in every chamber (heichal) to receive the prayers. And it is stated in the Zohar
that the angel kisses it.
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The explanation of this matter is as with one who kisses: by way of analogy, he puts his breath and
his vapor into the thing that he kisses.
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So the angel puts his breath and his vapor into the letters of the prayer, to raise them from the level
of the speech of man to the level of the speech of the angels, which is the level of the thought that is
below.
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And so the prayer ascends above, from world to world, up to the highest world; there is Metatron,
who makes this level of a crown. That is to say, he raises the letters up to their source and root,

which is in Keser (the Crown).
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And this is in order to draw down letters; for prayer is “May it be [Your] will,” that there be a draw-

ing down of a will other than [the one that was there] at first, which was drawn into Chochmah (wis-

dom); and Chochmabh is the level of judgment.
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And so too the Torah, which “emerges from Chochmah”: “from His right hand, a fiery law for
them,” which is the level of fire and Gevuros (restraint); and according to the Torah, there is no suf-
fering without sin. But in Keser (the Crown), there is simple compassion, and “He bears iniquity,”

etc.; and from there new letters are drawn down, etc.
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Now, just as this whole matter is with the letters, so it is with the level of the mitzvos, for “a mitzvah
is a lamp.” The matter is that the light of the lamp shines only when there is air around the light,
whereas when there is no air there, it goes out and does not shine at all.
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Now, the air is on the level of letters. For we see that the element of air is beneath the element of

fire.
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And even so, there is in it much more refinement than [in] the element of fire. And the reason is

that although air is below the element of fire, nevertheless its root is above.
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The explanation of the matter: Yaakov said, “How awesome!” Therefore, when we say “the great,

”

the mighty and the awesome,” “awesome” is the attribute of Yaakov.
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Seemingly, the level of “awesome” does not pertain to Yaakov, but only to “the Fear of Yitzchak.”
But [it does,| because Yaakov was the intermediary between the Patriarchs.
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And it is known that it is impossible for two opposites to be joined until a spirit from above both of

them is poured down, as in the matter of “He makes peace in His heights,” etc.
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Therefore, since Yaakov was the one who joins [them], there was in him the revelation of the level of
“awesome,” which is above both of them. And so it is with the level of air: [its] refinement is be-
cause it is the level of the intermediary, which is in the middle line — Chochmah (wisdom), Chesed
(kindness) and Netzach (victory) on the right, and Binah (understanding), Gevurah (restraint) and
Hod (splendor) on the left,
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and Keser (the Crown), Daas (knowledge), Tiferes (beauty) and Yesod (foundation) in the middle —

this is the level of air, which is the level of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), which is in the inter-
mediate line, the level of [Tiferes]. Therefore avir (air) is called or (light) [with a] yud.
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For the yud is the level of the concealment of the light, which brings down and draws down, so that

the light shines — like the letters, which are on the level of concealment.
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And in them and through them the intellect is grasped and comes to revelation, for no intellect is

possible without letters, as explained above.
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So too the air, which is on the level of concealment: in it and through it the light is grasped, to
shine [and] to come to revelation.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For a mitzvah is a lamp, and the Torah is light”: for through “a mitz-
vah is a lamp,” the Torah becomes light; for the mitzvos ascend up to Keser (the Crown), where the

root of the mitzvos is: the six hundred and twenty pillars of light, a pillar that joins above to below.
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As in the matter of “Yaakov is the rope of His inheritance”: when the rope moves below, etc. And so,
through the mitzvos, which are in Malchus (sovereignty) [and] ascend to Keser (the Crown), there is
drawn down from there the level of new letters, that is, additional light, so that the light of the
Torah shines. For the Torah is called “the parable of the Ancient One.”
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And the matter of the parable is as it is written, “And he spoke three thousand parables.” For the

wisdom of Shlomo is the lower Chochmah (wisdom), which is the level of the Malchus (sovereignty)
of the World of Atzilus (Emanation);
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that is, the level of Malchus as it shines in [the worlds of| Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah. For the
Malchus of Atzilus itself is the holy spirit (ruach hakodesh), and Netzach (victory) and Hod (splen-

dor) of Atzilus are the level of prophecy; and in Atzilus, “He and His life-forces are one.”
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Therefore there are six hundred thousand interpretations of every verse of the words of Torah and

of prophecy. And also Proverbs and the Song of Songs, which Shlomo said with the holy spirit, are

in the Malchus of Atzilus itself, above the wisdom of Shlomo;
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but that which [G-d] gave as wisdom to Shlomo is the level of the lower Chochmah of [the World of]

Beriah (Creation), and with this wisdom he spoke, on every matter of the words of Torah, three

thousand parables,

YTI10 19¥nD w0 nund whw 11 Dow) ¥7°2 MDY’ Do1 [nwin s1amaw] NPT N1PAMA 130007
.M180 KDY 290K RPITY 79912 9719w IRt ANRn

that is, the spirituality within the words of Torah, from all three worlds, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah
(for everything that exists below exists above, as is known from the esrog below, which arouses
above — specifically an esrog and not an apple.
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And to bring [this]| close to the intellect, it is like a physical thing that is pictured in a person’s
imagination; except that the imagination of a person’s thought accomplishes nothing, but above,
“For My thoughts are not [your thoughts],” etc.)
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[This is] what he comprehended: from the lowest rung of Asiyah up to the first rung in Beriah. And
each world has in it ten Sefiros, and [each] ten is comprised of ten, up to a thousand; and this is

three thousand.
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But in Atzilus, where “He and His life-forces are one,” he did not comprehend. But in truth, even

the Torah of Atzilus is the level of a parable relative to the Supernal Emanator, blessed be He.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/mikeitz/16/ 13
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For “the Torah is bound to the Holy One, blessed be He,” just as “Israel are bound to the Torah,” for

they bear no comparison to the Torah, except that they are bound to it.
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So too the Torah is bound to the Holy One, blessed be He, etc. And in order that the Infinite Light

(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, the Emanator, be drawn down and spread forth into the Torah, it is
through “a mitzvah is a lamp,” which is the level of avir (air), or (light) [with a] yud.
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For the mitzvos are the level of ascent, like the offerings that were made from animals to become “a

fire-offering, a pleasing fragrance.”
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And likewise tefillin, of parchment from the hide of animals, and tzitzis of wool. And this is the level
of ascent from a physical thing, so that there be inclusion in the spirituality of “Who has sanctified

us with His commandments.”
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(And they are also drawings-down; but because they are done through the action of a person, in
actual deed, they are ascents, which the person raises and binds to the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof)
that is drawn into them. Whereas the Torah is drawing down alone: one who reads (kore) the Torah

calls and draws down what already was, like a person who calls his fellow, etc.)
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And through this ascent the drawing down of the Torah comes about. And this is [the meaning of]
“May His great Name be blessed”: for there is the Name of Havayah, the level of Malchus

(sovereignty).
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For Havayah is Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), and the Name of Havayah, that is, the revela-
tion, is in Malchus; and the great Name is in Keser (the Crown) (and once it is said in the Zohar
[that it] is in Binah; and it is all one, for the revelation of Atik is in Binah), that is, the Malchus of

Adam Kadmon (Primordial Man).
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Therefore we say “blessed le’alam (for the world)” in the singular, which is the World of Atzilus
(Emanation), which is the private domain (reshus hayachid), for “He and His life-forces are one”;

because the great Name is above Atzilus and is drawn down into Atzilus.
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And this is [the meaning of]| “the Holy One, blessed be He, nods His head”: that is to say, in the level
of Keser, which He moves and draws down below. But [this is] specifically with the “Amen, yehei
shmei rabba” of the Aggadah, for Aggadah is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), in which most of the

secrets of the Torah are hidden, as the Arizal wrote.
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And “Amen, yehei shmei rabba” is said in a congregation, for only then does He move every level
of His head. Whereas one individual who occupies himself with Torah — although the Holy One,
blessed be He, reads and studies opposite him — nevertheless this drawing down is only in the por-
tion of his soul; but in a congregation they draw down the level of the collective whole, etc.

25
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With this, the matter of “the Chanukah lamp on the left and the mezuzah on the right” will be un-
derstood. The mezuzah is the level of the mitzvos, for the mezuzah is the level of ascent.
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For a person’s house and everything in it is nullified to G-d, [who is] One, for in the mezuzah we

write “One” [and] “And you shall love.” For “with all your heart” is the level of prayer in the heart.
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“With all your soul” is the level of Torah, to bind thought with thought and speech with speech, and

“My words that I have placed in your mouth”; and “with all your might” is the mezuzah, which is at

the edge of his house, with all the possessions within it.
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And through this [comes] the Chanukah lamp on the left, which is “the Torah is light,” for the
Greeks sought “to make them forget Your Torah”; and [the Sages] instituted that it be placed at the
entrance of the house, on the outside, toward the public domain.
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For Malchus (sovereignty) is called the entrance of the house, which serves for entering and leav-

ing; and so it is written, “With this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary,” etc. And in its going out
to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, “His sovereignty rules over all.”
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And it is necessary to draw down even there, into “the mountains of separation” — “upon the
mountains of Bether” — the level of the light of the Torah. And it is on the left, the level of Gevuros

(restraint); and this was in the time of the Second Temple, etc.
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