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A person is obligated to
become intoxicated on Purim
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“A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until he does not know [the difference] be-

tween ‘cursed is Haman’ and ‘blessed is Mordechai.’” It is written, “For a hand is over the throne

(kes) of Yah,” etc. And our Sages, of blessed memory, said that the Name is not whole and the

throne is not whole, etc.
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To understand this: it is written, “Amalek is the first of the nations, and his end shall be unto de-
struction,” [meaning] that within the level of Amalek there is a level of ‘first’ (reishis) and a level of
‘end’ (acharis).
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For “G-d has made one opposite the other”: just as in holiness there is a level of ‘first’ and ‘end,’ as
it is written, “I am first and I am last.”
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That is, “first” is the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin) and the source of all, etc.;

and “I am last” is the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), “in the heavens

above and on the earth below,” and “beneath are the arms of the world.”
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So too in kelipah (the husk) and the sitra achra (the other side) there is the level of Amalek, the level
of “the first of the nations.” [The nations] are the seven nations, “the Canaanite and the Hittite,”

etc., which are seven evil traits (middos), etc.;
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and their ‘first’ is the level of Amalek. And the level of Amalek’s ‘end,’ “unto destruction,” is the end
of the levels of the kelipos and their concentrated essence, which is the intensifying of the force of

evil within each trait, its revelation and its strength.
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This is the meaning of “a wicked man who has evil” (rasha vera lo). That is, “evil” in the sense of
“evil toward Heaven and evil toward people,” which is wrath, anger and a cruel heart that comes
from the intensity of the evil’s dominance, which has venom like a snake.
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This too is the level of Amalek, who is the primordial serpent, and it is called the ‘end’ of Amalek.
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And the level of its ‘first’ is “the first of the nations” mentioned above: the source from which the
evil traits come into being, and the cause of their birth. It is called the level of amal (travail), and of
this it is said, “Nor has He seen travail (amal) in Israel,” for amal is the level of Amalek, since pony
(Amalek) is [made of] the letters "1y (amal) [and] 77p?, etc.
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And the level of amal is what conceals His G-dliness, may He be blessed, and separates, so that the

Name is not whole, etc.

52 RIT QWA 17K D 170171 12 W DRAWOR Wl 933w 1Y 1 PRI D 22103 11377 1270 IR
210 TR T R AP

The explanation of the matter: it is written, “For Havayah’s portion is His people,” [meaning]| that
in every Jewish soul there is the level of Havayah. For the vav of the Name is the level of the six ex-

tremities: “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc.
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So too in a person’s soul, “greatness” is the level of Chesed (kindness), “the right arm,” the level of
“Avraham, who loved Me,” whose love is an inheritance to his descendants after him, so that every
person can arouse love for Him, may He be blessed, to be drawn after Him and to cleave to Him;

and this is the natural love, etc.
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And Gevurah (restraint), “the left arm,” is the level of “the Fear of Yitzchak”: when one wishes to
cleave to Him, may He be blessed, and sets his heart upon Him to contemplate His greatness, may
He be blessed, “terror and dread will fall upon him,”
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as his heart understands that “His Name alone is exalted,” and only “His splendor is upon the earth

and the heavens,” etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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It is like the angels, who “respond with dread and say with awe, ‘Holy’”: their dread and awe come

from their grasp of His holiness, may He be blessed, that He is holy and set apart, and “no thought
can grasp Him” at all.
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So too at the Giving of the Torah, as it is written, “And all the people saw the sounds and the
flames,” etc. What is written after it? “And the people saw, and they trembled and stood at a dis-

tance,” because of the awe. This is the level of “the left pushes away,”
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for, because he contemplates the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, and His ho-
liness, may He be blessed, that He is high and exalted without end, he pushes himself away and
makes himself low, saying, “Who is he whose heart would dare to approach?” etc. But the left does
not push away entirely, G-d forbid, as it is written, “And Your dread will not terrify me.”
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That is, the dread will not cause [him] to be terrified and to fall entirely, G-d forbid; rather, this de-
scent is for the sake of an ascent, through the attribute of Yaakov, which is compassion over the

distance and the great descent.
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That is why the attribute of Yaakov is called “running through from end to end”: that is, it raises
and connects from the lower end to the upper end.
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As it is written, “To Yaakov, who redeemed Avraham,” etc.: through the attribute of Yaakov one

arouses the love again. And as it is written, “From afar Havayah appeared to me,” that is, because

of the compassion over the distance, etc.
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Now, these three attributes are the six attributes corresponding to the vav of the Name. For in the
chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of the attributes, down to the final deed, there are also these three

levels.
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They are the levels of Torah, service (avodah) and acts of kindness: that is, preparing the heart and

arousing the emotive attributes (middos), so that the deed may attain its ultimate perfection, for it

must be “with joy and with gladness of heart.”
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Acts of kindness: this is charity, as it is said, “And your heart shall not be grieved,” etc. Service: it is
written, “Because you did not serve with joy,” etc. Torah: as our Sages, of blessed memory, said,

“And so too for a matter of halachah.”
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They are three lines, right, left and middle, as it is written, “From His right hand, a fire of law (eish
das) for them (lamo).” “From His right hand” is acts of kindness and charity, Chesed (kindness),

“the right arm”; “fire” is the level of Gevurah (restraint), “the left arm,”
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and it corresponds to service, which is the service of prayer, whose essence is accepting the yoke
(kabbalas ol) of the Kingdom of Heaven: that is, awe before His sovereignty, may He be blessed, as

before a king who stands over him, etc.
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As it is written, “You shall surely set a king over you”: that is, he should set [it] in his heart as

though [the King] were standing before his eyes, and through this awe will fall upon him.
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For awe comes from being near the awesome thing.
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So too, when he sets his heart upon the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He, that
He is without end or limit, and nevertheless the fullness of all this physical earth is His glory, then

awe will be fixed in his heart, and “the fear of G-d before his eyes.”
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Now, as for accepting the yoke (kabbalas ol) of the Kingdom of Heaven, which is drawing His sover-
eignty, may He be blessed, down below into the lower realms: although after accepting the
Kingdom of Heaven in the Shema it is said, “And you shall love,”

IR Wnl AP0NaY P73 00D 1IN 3 YRR OR 107 103w WA MR 1RO ANRD 070 avn
12 1372 187w 130N

nevertheless, after this the second paragraph is said, “And it shall be, if you will hearken,” etc.,
“Take heed for yourselves,” etc. It is only that at first love is drawn from it, so that he wishes to

cleave to Him.
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Afterwards, when he wishes to cleave to Him and sets his heart to contemplate His greatness, may
He be blessed, and that He is below just as above, then awe is drawn from this.
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As it is written, “Avraham begot Yitzchak.” What does the verse come to teach us? Has it not al-
ready said, “Yitzchak, son of Avraham”? Rather, it is to teach you that the attribute of Yitzchak was

born and drawn from the attribute of Avraham.
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For the attribute of Yitzchak, which is awe, is not an attribute in its own right, and the attribute of
Avraham [another] in its own right; rather, all the attributes of holiness are a single unity, and there

is no separation among them, G-d forbid.
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So too with the offerings, “a lion of fire that consumes the offerings”: [the lion is] the level of “the
face of a lion on the right,” [and] “of fire” is the level of the Gevuros (the powers of restraint), etc.
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So too the service of the Levites in song is in the manner of the Gevuros withdrawing from below to
above, “and the Chayos were running and returning,” and it is called the level of “reaching and not

reaching,” etc.
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All this is the level of “fire.” And the level of “law” (das) is the middle line, which is the level of the

Torah, called “the Torah of truth” because the letters of emes (truth) are alef, at the head of the let-
ters, mem in their middle, and tav at their end.
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They are the level of “running through from end to end.” This is the attribute of Yaakov, as it is

said, “You will grant truth to Yaakov.”
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And this is [the meaning of| lamo: it means “to Him.” That is, “from His right hand, a fire of law” is
drawn forth “to Him” (lamo), in order to return and connect to Him, may He be blessed, through

the attribute of Yaakov, “running through from end to end.”
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Now, all six attributes mentioned above are the level of the vav of the Name Havayah, blessed be

He. As for the level of the hei of the Name: the shape and form of the hei is three lines, two lines

joined together, which are the levels of thought [and] speech, and the third line is the level of ac-

tion, as it is written, “I have even made it,” and as is explained elsewhere.
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The point is that one must draw the level of the vav into the level of the hei, that is, [the attributes]
must be clothed in thought, speech and action, so that these are filled with the attributes of
holiness.
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Now, there is [the letter hei spelled out as] 11”71, with a filling of another hei. The filling, which is the

concealed [part], is the level of the hei of thought; for just as there are five organs of articulation in

speech, so are they in thought, for what one thinks, one speaks.
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And there is [hei spelled out as] X”1, with a filling of alef, which is the level of the very lofty conceal-
ment, the level of 772X (alef), X”25 (pele, wonder), etc. However, the root of the level of the vav-hei of

the Name Havayah, blessed be He, is drawn from above, from the level of the yud-hei of the Name.
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The yud is the level of the supernal point; it is the level of what is written, “And His arrow shall go

forth like lightning,” that is, the beginning and source of the coming-into-being of worlds and their

renewal from nothing to something, and from absolute nonexistence. For “with one thought He

created the world”: all the levels, the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the light that

encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), are nothing but one thought.
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And the first hei is the level of the spreading out of the worlds in length and breadth. And the yud is
called “a point in the palace,” which is the level of self-nullification (bittul), etc.
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Now, all the attributes, and the thought, speech and action of holiness, which are the level of the
vav-hei of the Name, are drawn from the level of self-nullification (bittul).
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That is, when one contemplates the nullification of the created beings’ grasp before the Creator,
may He be blessed, that they occupy no place and are accounted as truly nothing, being nothing

but one thought, etc., then “he will set to Him his heart, his spirit and his soul,” to be G-d’s alone.
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But if a person wants to arouse love for G-d merely with his natural attributes, he separates the
Name Yah from vav-hei; for with him the attributes are in a state of yesh (being something), and in

a love that is felt there is someone who loves, and that is all, etc.;
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and through this the kelipos (husks) and the sitra achra (the other side) have a hold and draw nour-
ishment, to suck and receive life-force (chayus), so that seven evil traits also come into being, G-d
forbid.
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This is the level of Amalek, which is the level of yesh (“something”): it is what makes and magnifies

the yesh, the opposite of the self-nullification (bittul) drawn from the Name Yah. It is what covers

and conceals the revelation of the Name Yah, and through this it is the beginning of the coming-

into-being of the seven evil traits.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “A person does not commit a sin unless a spirit of folly has
entered him”: this is a spirit that covers and conceals the level of self-nullification. For “Who is

wise? One who sees what is born”: from nothing (me’ayin), etc.
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And this is [what is meant by] “the Name is not whole.” And as for what they said, that the throne is
not whole: the level of X023 (kisei, throne) is °x 03 (kes, alef).
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That is, the level of alef, “I will teach you (a’alefcha) wisdom, I will teach you understanding,” which
is the Torah, descended and was covered in physical coverings, like all the matters of [the orders]

Zera’im and Mo’ed, etc.
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It is called by the term kisei (throne), as in the analogy of a chair (kisei) on which a person sits,

lowering his back to sit on it.
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So it is with the Torah, which is in the level of the back (achorayim) and the level of the outer di-
mension (chitzoniyus): it descended and was clothed in the physical matters of this world. And the
throne is the level of a chariot (merkavah) for the level of the back, which descended and was

lowered.
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Now, occupation with Torah must be lishmah (for its own sake): that is, for the sake of the Torah it-
self, to draw into it the level of the alef, as it is written, “And who is like Your people Israel, one na-
tion on earth,” for they draw down the level of His unity, may He be blessed, even on earth.
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This is not so with one who says, “I have nothing but Torah,” etc.: this is the level of Amalek, which

separates the alef, etc.
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But the counsel prescribed against Amalek is what is written, “For a hand is over the throne (kes) of
Yah,” etc. The meaning is that the level of “hand” is above the level of kes and above the level of
Yah.
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The point is that there are three hands: the great hand, the strong hand, the high hand.
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Now, of the great hand it is written, “And Israel saw the great hand,” with the hei of knowing (the
definite article), for it is known and grasped: the great hand is the love that a person arouses to

cleave to Him, may He be blessed, which is grasped and felt in the heart.
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So too of the strong hand it is written, “and all the strong hand,” with the hei of knowing, for the
strong hand is awe, Gevurah (restraint), “the left arm,” and “the left pushes away”: through accept-
ing the yoke (kabbalas ol) of the Kingdom of Heaven in the Shema, he pushes himself away and

makes himself low.
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Therefore we say in the Shemoneh Esreh, “Forgive us, our Father, for we have sinned; pardon us,

our King, for we have transgressed.”
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As for transgression (pesha): we are not dealing with fools; rather, “transgressions (pesha’im) are
rebellions.” And rebellion is casting off the yoke; that is, casting off the yoke alone is counted for

him as transgression.
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Therefore, before the Shema he does not feel it in his soul, and says, “I am innocent, without
transgression.”
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Only after accepting the yoke (kabbalas ol) of the Kingdom of Heaven in the Shema, when he fulfills
“You shall surely set a king over you,” truly over you — then the thoughts of his heart all day long,
in which he did not draw this awe upon himself and turned his mind away from it, seem in his eyes
as though he had transgressed and rebelled and cast the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven off his
neck.
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This is [the meaning of] “Pardon us, our King, for we have transgressed”: that is, because You are
our King, for we have accepted the yoke of Your sovereignty upon ourselves, therefore we say, “for

we have transgressed.”
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Now, the left that pushes away, in this respect, is in the mode of a feeling in his soul. But of the lev-

el of the high hand it is written, “And the children of Israel were going out with a high hand,” with-

out the hei of knowing.
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For it is written “going out”: that is, they go out of the vessel and the limit. This is the level of the

lifting up of the soul, to fulfill what is written, “To You, Havayah, I lift up my soul.” And it is the lev-

el of the higher teshuvah (return), of which our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Teshuvah preced-

ed the world”;
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for through teshuvah from the depth of the heart, and with self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh), “the
spirit returns to G-d who gave it”: it is [the spirit] that rises to the very source from which it was

hewn.
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Now, Israel “arose in thought.” That is, “with one thought He created the world,” and Israel came

first, being in that very thought.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “He took counsel with the souls of the righteous,” etc. Thus
they are above the level of thought, and therefore the teshuvah (return) of the souls of Israel to the

source from which they were hewn precedes the level of the world in rank.
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That is why it is called “a high hand”: it raises and lifts up to a very, very high level, to a place that is
not known or grasped by the comprehension of created beings.
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This is [the meaning of] “For a hand,” without the hei of knowing: that is, the level of the high hand
is above, over kes and over the level of Yah,
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for “with Yah, Havayah formed the worlds,” which is the beginning of creation: “with one thought
He created the world.” But the level of the high hand is far, far above them.
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Therefore there is a special superiority in this: that from there should come “Havayah’s war with
Amalek,” so that Amalek will not stand to set himself against the level of Havayah, to cover, conceal
and separate; rather, there will be revelation: the Name whole and the throne whole.

27
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Now, “from the root of the snake,” which is Amalek, “came forth a viper”: this is Haman, who is

himself the level of Amalek, and his hold and his nourishment are from the Name Yah.
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This is [the meaning of] “And Haman took the garment and the horse, and dressed Mordechai.”
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For our Sages, of blessed memory, said, ““‘My Name’ (shmi) with Yah [equals] 365,” etc., [meaning]
that keeping the negative commandments is the revelation of the level of the Name Yah, for the es-
sence of the negative commandments is that there be no covering and concealment of the Infinite
Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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And the 248 positive commandments are the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
and His dwelling place among the lower realms. But the power of uncovering the covering (kisei)
and concealment of the essential light is greater than the drawing down of the chain of descent

(hishtalshelus) of the light, which is merely a radiance and a glimmer.
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Now, Haman is the kelipah (the husk) that covers and conceals the level of the Name Yah, which is
the source of the negative commandments.
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Therefore, when the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued and darkness is turned into light, they
become the level of garments and horses for the level of Mordechai, which is the level of the source
of the drawing down of the positive commandments; for the garment is drawn from a higher level,
as is explained elsewhere.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Hurry, take the garment and the horse,” etc. For our Sages, of blessed
memory, said, “If they merit, ‘I will hasten it’; if they do not merit, ‘in its time.’”
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Now, when the time of the Messianic end arrives, speedily in our days, it is written, “He will swal-
low up death forever,” and “I will remove the spirit of impurity,” etc.: they will be utterly consumed
and lost, so that there will be no ascent from them to holiness.
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That is not so through the teshuvah (return) of Israel in the days of exile, when the sitra achra (the

other side) is subdued and darkness is turned into light: from them is made the level of garments,

as mentioned above.
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That is why he said “Hurry,” meaning that it should be in the manner of “I will hasten it,” for then
the garment and the horse can come from this; whereas when it is “in its time,” it will be utterly
lost.
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Now, Purim and Yom Kippur are a single level. (Yom Kippurim means “like Purim.”) It is called
Purim after the pur, because the self-exaltation of Haman, who cast “pur, that is, the lot,” was that
he wanted to imitate that lot which is on Yom Kippur, etc.
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For just as Yom Kippur is the level of the higher teshuvah (return), “before Havayah you shall be
purified,” so on Purim Israel merited the higher teshuvah through “the matters of the fasts and

their cry,” with actual self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh), through sanctifying the Name;

.0190 0% WY 17 KD [obwy on] 177 89819 17 ORI Q0TI DR T2RD RPR wpoa RY an e

for Haman sought only to destroy the Jews, and had they renounced [their faith], G-d forbid, he

would not have done anything to them.
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And as our Sages, of blessed memory, said, in the days of Achashverosh they accepted the Torah
willingly; and through this their souls were lifted up to the source from which they were hewn, very

high above, in the level of “arose in thought” and “teshuvah preceded the world.”
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Now, as for the revelation of this level in the soul: on Yom Kippur there is no eating or drinking;
but on Purim, which is in the time of exile, it comes specifically through drinking wine, which is
the level of “intoxicating wine,” that is, the nullification of Daas (knowledge) and comprehension,

etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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And this is [the meaning of] “A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim,” with the level

9

of “intoxicating wine,” “until he does not know [the difference| between ‘cursed is Haman’ and

‘blessed is Mordechai.’”
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For “cursed is Haman” is the kelipah (the husk) that covers and conceals the Name Yah, the level of

the negative commandments; and “blessed is Mordechai” is the drawing down of the positive com-

mandments, the level of vav-hei.
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And through the level of “intoxicating wine,” which is the level of the nullification of comprehen-
sion, etc., and the level of the higher teshuvah (return), one rises above the level of yud-hei and

above the level of vav-hei.
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On Purim this level is revealed in every soul in general; and a glimmer of this level is revealed a lit-
tle every day, in particular in the Shema, with self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) at “One” and at “And

you shall love,” for each one according to his own measure.
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