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“And Esther again spoke before the king, and fell before his feet, and wept and pleaded with him to
avert the evil of Haman the Agagite and his scheme that he had devised against the Jews.”
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Now, how can one say of Him, may He be blessed, “before His feet”? Surely He has no likeness of a
body, and is not a body!
M2 0w °PI [oxawe noin] °*39 03 BPANAY 0TR D5 NP19°2 PRI 198NN MR IR2D XA 1PIYT N
mnw 1297 7% ¥ °3 INOK

But the matter is to explain the essence of prayer, and how it is within the ability of every person to

pray. For the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is called by the name of the level of Esther,

since she has many names.
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She is called by the name of the level of Rachel when she is in a state of revelation, [namely,] that
the life-force be included in its source, as it is written, “like a ewe (rachel) before her shearers, she
is silent,” and also, “like sheep for the slaughter”: for she stretches out her neck to the slaughter

with a simple will.
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And so it is with each and every one of Israel: that his will should be to be nullified and included in
His light, may He be blessed, “to become one with the One,” as it is written, “His splendor is over
earth and heaven,” “And the earth shone with His glory,” “The whole earth is full of His glory,”
which is the level of extension and radiance, whereby the world and all that fills it are nullified to its

source.
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And as long as this is in a state of revelation and fervor, it is called the level of Rachel, “like sheep

for the slaughter,” etc.
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But at a time when the matter is not revealed, it is called the level of Esther, as it is written, “And 1
will surely hide (haster astir) My face on that day.”
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And it is not as people think, that whoever is not in a state of revelation does not have this thing.

This is not so, for each and every one has it. But it is the level of Esther, and one must reveal it from

its hiding place and from its concealment. And the concealment is called “like a rose among the

thorns,”
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that is, the thorns are what hold back and hide the rose. And all the affairs of the world and the do-
ings of this world that are done with all the heart and soul are called thorns, and they hide this level

from being revealed.
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And the level of Esther mentioned above is hidden “on that day,” as it is written, “And I will surely
hide (Esther astir) My face on that day.” Understand this.
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For there is a level called “on that day,” and there is a level called “on this day,” and there is a level

called “on that night,” and there is a level called “on this night.”
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For it is written, “This is the day that Havayah has made; let us exult and rejoice in it.” And it is writ-

ten, “And Havayah saved on that day.”
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And it is written, “This night is a night of watching.” And it is written, “On that night the king’s
sleep fled.”
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The explanation is that the level of “this” is [what is] in direct view, as it is written, “This is my G-d,
and I will glorify Him,” which is the level of revelation; as in the analogy of a king of flesh and
blood, all the provinces of whose kingdom are nullified before him because their eyes see the king.
That is, that he be at the level of the revelation of His G-dliness, may He be blessed, as though his

eyes see Him, etc.
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And that the world be considered as nothing before Him, may He be blessed. And as for what has
been explained elsewhere, that the world is called “something from nothing” (yesh me’ayin): the
Torah spoke in the language of human beings, for to our physical eyes the “nothing” is not visible,
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as Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said to his disciples, “May it be [His] will that the fear of Heaven be
upon you like the fear of flesh and blood.”
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And this is the level of “This is the day,” etc. But the level of night is the level of darkness and
gloom, in which one sees nothing;
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for even though he knows His G-dliness, may He be blessed, yet [it is] with the intellect (mochin)
withdrawn, and it is not grasped in his mind; this too is the level of night.

55 X517 2°15 7377 L1919 1397 71122 1w 900 e X129 9190 31 maa R AR X
LDwAaNT 1T RIAW 17120 PIRA

But even though he is at this level, he can come to the level of “this night,” so that he will be at the
level of “this,” that is, in direct view. For it is written, “The whole earth is full of His glory,” which is

radiance and extension.
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And it is written, “Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?” And both are true: for He does fill the
heavens and the earth; only the body is what conceals this.
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And “the whole earth is full of His glory” is the level of His radiance and extension, may He be
blessed, to give life to the worlds; and it is the level of a grasp that can be attained, to be nullified
and included, and “all before Him is considered as nothing.”
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And even though he is at the level of night, he can be at the level of “this,” that is, in direct view,

through the greatness of the faith: that he believe with a complete faith, clear and pure, as though

his eyes actually see.

.0°12%21 9mIN2 oNTaY N0 IR 1777 00N YANR2 7°AW 1D 0°1391 9 na me 7°9% IR
Jmm 5p] 17 RT 9NIA2 01°7 7°9X 10 9D

But for this one needs the level of “mortar and bricks,” as it was in the land of Egypt for two hun-
dred and ten years, and their labor was “in mortar and in bricks.” So too one needs [it] today: “in

mortar (chomer)” — this is the kal vachomer (a fortiori inference).
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“And in bricks (levenim)” — this is the clarification (libun) of the halachah; “and in all labor in the
field” — this is the Baraisa.
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And in truth, “whoever accepts upon himself the yoke of Torah, the yoke of worldly affairs (derech
eretz) is removed from him”; but “whoever throws off,” etc., “the yoke of worldly affairs is placed
upon him.” Yet even though he is occupied with worldly affairs, nevertheless he can come to the
level of “this night.”
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And the explanation is that the Holy One, blessed be He, asked of the higher worlds, “What is the

sound of the kid?” And they answered that it is the sound of the children of Israel. But how can it be

said of Him, may He be blessed, that He asked them? Surely before Him [everything] is revealed,

etc.!
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But the explanation is that just as the kid cries after its mother without any intellect or Daas (knowl-
edge), so the outcry at that time was without Daas or contemplation; only out of the greatness of
their distress “their heart cried out to G-d,” as it is written, “They cried out to Havayah in their
distress.”
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And they answered that the outcry is without Daas, and it is above Daas; for it is not like the cry of
an animal, which is without Daas and is below Daas.
W»nd .Annam Tan Dpys o nyT 53 anpys ancn Ny m oYnD XY n”apn 5235 IR
2 Ry "IRWI 119777 Ry 2N Nnna

But relative to the Holy One, blessed be He, who is above Daas, their outcry was without Daas, like
the cry of the kid and the animal; as it is written, “I was [like] beasts with You,” that is, when I am
with You. Understand this.
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Now, when “their heart cried out to G-d” and “they cried out to Havayah in their distress,” because

of this one can come to the faith that is the level of “this night,” “like sheep for the slaughter.”
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And this was the miracle of Purim, which is the level of Bavel (Babylon), “for there Havayah con-
founded (balal)”; understand this. And it can be “on that day,” as it is written, “neither day nor

night, and at evening time there will be light.” Understand this.
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Now, [with] the level of Amalek, “Havayah has war from generation to generation.” For all the idol-

atrous nations are the level of kelipah and of evil traits (middos), as it is written, “the Hittite and the
Amorite and the Perizzite,” etc.
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And they in themselves are nullified before holiness, “like the advantage of light over darkness,”
and it is easy to be rid of them.
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But the brazenness and haughtiness of every evil trait is the level of Amalek, and “Havayah has war
from generation to generation”; for brazenness is “kingship without a crown.” For all the traits
have their root and source in the body, which is called “the serpent’s skin” (mashcha dechivya),

and [they| can come into being in everyone.
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But the brazenness and haughtiness — from where does it come to each and every one? It is what is
written, “the scheme of Haman that he devised against the Jews”: that is, there are chambers of the
kelipos that are called the level of Haman, and he imparts thoughts of haughtiness of spirit and

brazenness.
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And the remedy for this is “and she fell before His feet,” that is, the angels, who are called by the

name “His feet,” as it is written, “Seraphim standing above,” “boards standing.”
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And this is “and she wept and pleaded,” to avert the evil thoughts, etc. And this is “and they hanged
him and his sons on the gallows,” “fifty cubits high,” as it is written, “Havayah reigns; He has

clothed Himself in grandeur (gei’us).”
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