TORAH OHR ¢« MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 2

971 BY IR

An Explanation of the Above

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

5731 IIRDTINIY PAXS "1 927 R2IPRT 1IRAT 71290 WP
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

e LikuteiTorah.com

THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 2 1?”Jn by TIR2

57311 BY IR

An explanation of the above-mentioned [maamar].
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Now, the Torah is the interpretation and explanation of the mitzvos. It is the level of the higher
Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), which is above the wisdom that can be grasped, and its source is the
level of Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain), the Chochmah within Keser (the Crown).
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And there it has not yet come to the revelation of “wise,” as [in] the higher Chochmah, which, al-
though it is “not with a known wisdom,” nevertheless has in it a revelation of “the thirty-two paths
that open out,” etc.; whereas Mocha Stima’ah is “concealed,” etc. But the mitzvos are the level of

Keser within Keser.
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That is, in the aspect of the outer dimension (chitzoniyus). For the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of
Keser is not of the count of the ten Sefiros, since it is included in the Infinite One (Ein Sof), and it
comes to revelation only in the outer dimension, like the analogy of the torch, which shines far

away.
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And although there the light is not as revealed as if one were to light the light of a candle there, nev-
ertheless, since the light shines far away and is seen there, it is recognizable and evident that in its

own place it is the great light of a torch.
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In the same way, too, it is plainly seen that the illumination of a wondrous and deep wisdom cannot
be grasped except through a simple analogy. Therefore Rabbi Meir would expound “a third [in]
parables,” for Rabbi Meir was the greatest in his generation; and he was called Rabbi Nehorai, be-

cause he illumines the eyes of the sages.
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Therefore his wisdom came to revelation only through many parables. So too the Mishlei (parables)
of Shlomo: because the wisdom of Shlomo was very great and wondrous, when he would speak
words of Torah, to reveal the wisdom in it, it is written, “And he spoke three thousand parables.” Its
meaning: three thousand times a parable for a parable, until he understood one thing of the words
of Torah.
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That is, according to the depth of the wisdom, so one multiplies the parable; for a small wisdom,
which is grasped as it is, needs no parable at all.
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So too the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), which is as its name [says] and has no end, is

specifically in the aspect of the outer dimension.
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Now, over Keser and Mocha Stima’ah the level of a garment clothes [them]: “Havayah reigns; He
has clothed Himself in majesty,” etc. As, by way of analogy, a tallis that is placed over the head and
[over] the crown that is on the head, for the tallis surrounds him from his head to his feet, and the
level of the crown, too, is included [in it].
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And this is the Infinite Light [in its] last level, which is the Malchus (sovereignty) of the Infinite One
(Ein Sof) Himself, which shines to all the worlds equally and is not within the bounds of the chain of

descending worlds (hishtalshelus) at all.
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For the chain of descent is after the tzimtzum (contraction) and the empty space into which a kav
and chut (line and thread) were drawn, and from there is also drawn the level of Keser and crown,
to become Keser and Mocha Stima’ah, etc.; whereas the Infinite Light itself is what encompasses

the entire vacated space (chalal), as it was before the tzimtzum.
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From this comes about the coming into being of the vessels: for the surrounding light (Or Makif)
shines from outside and the inner light (Or Pnimi) from within, and polishes the vessel. For the
coming into being from nothing to something (yesh) is specifically from the Infinite Light itself,
which is omnipotent;
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whereas from a chain of descent by way of cause and effect, there would have been no yesh at all.
Rather, as with Chochmah, which is the level of the beginning of the yesh and is called by the name
Chochmabh: it would not have come to bear a name at all, but would have been in a state of real self-
nullification (bittul); and so too the coming into being of the emotive attributes (middos) from
Chochmabh, etc.
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All the more so the coming into being of the wholly physical yesh: it did not come into being from
the spiritual, but only through the level of the Infinite Light itself, which surrounds and encom-
passes the place of the vacated and empty space into which the kav and chut were drawn to all the

worlds, in the aspect of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin).
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And the Infinite Light encompasses everything equally, and because it is omnipotent, therefore

from it the level of the vessel comes to be a yesh and a separate physical thing, etc.
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Now, [as for] the root of the mitzvos, which are drawn from the level of Keser within Keser, in the
aspect of the outer dimension, as mentioned above, and there the Infinite Light shines: therefore
they are clothed in actual physicality,

DR 7PAT 1RY Mo px k] ORIR w122 X1 MOPR w125 NI9Nan MITNIY NP 1wy 10T
AR IRNYN2 091

that is, in physical asiyah (action), which came into being from the level of the royal garment (le-
vush malchus), which is the garment of the Infinite Light itself, which encompasses them all

equally.
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It is called the royal garment because this garment is from the level of the Malchus of the Infinite
One, which is the last level, as mentioned above, which clothes and encompasses all the worlds, as
mentioned above. Whereas the Torah, which is the level of Mocha Stima’ah, has its root in the level
of the inner dimension of Keser, where there is no revelation of the level of the light that encom-

passes all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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Therefore the Torah has an added superiority over the mitzvos, in that it is from the inner level;
and the mitzvos have a superiority, in that they are from the outer level, because there specifically

is the revelation of the Infinite Light itself, in the aspect of sovev kol almin.
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(See Mishnas Chassidim, at its beginning, Tractate Adam Kadmon, chapter 1, section 3: “in its in-
ner dimension,” etc., “and in its outer dimension,” etc.; see there. And [so] what was said is well
[understood]: that in the outer dimension of Keser is the revelation of the Infinite Light, the sovev
kol almin, whereas in Mocha Stima’ah, which is the level of the inner dimension of Keser, there is

no revelation of the level of sovev kol almin.
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But there is a difficulty: for here, above, he said that the inner dimension of Keser is not of the
count of the ten Sefiros; if so, it is clear that the inner dimension of Keser is taken from a higher
place than its outer dimension, and this seemingly contradicts what was said. It is also against what

iswritten there in Mishnas Chassidim, section 4.

wrn? 1011 7?’57’? ANRRPT (Mmoo 2] 07 19301 1ORW ANDT NMINIRT [rn nwp kY ?:”,')’? NNR2 19K
LA pnn] 8 RPN (o»nyya) 17Y2

In truth, however, there is no difficulty at all. The inner dimension of Keser that is not of the count
of the ten Sefiros, of which he spoke above, refers to what is written in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chap-
ter 3.
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These two levels are those called Atik and Arich Anpin, etc., and it is explained there that specifical-
ly the level of Arich Anpin is of the count of the ten Sefiros, whereas the level of Atik, which is the
lowest level of the Infinite One, is not in the count of the ten Sefiros. Of this he said above that the
inner dimension of Keser is not of the count of the ten Sefiros, for the level of Atik is certainly the

principal inner dimension of Keser, etc.
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Whereas Mocha Stima’ah, though it too is the inner dimension of Keser, is the inner dimension of
the second level in Keser, called Arich Anpin, and is called Mocha Stima’ah, the Chochmah within
Keser. Therefore he said that there is no revelation of the level of sovev kol almin there, that is, the
level of Atik.
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For although the Gevurah of Atik Yomin is clothed in Mocha Stima’ah, this means that the illumina-
tion comes through the level of Gevurah and the contraction of the measuring line (kav
hamiddah); but in the outer dimension of Keser, that is, the Skull (Gulgalta), which is called Keser

within Keser, there is clothed the Chesed of Atik, which is above the level of the measuring line.
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And this is along the lines of what the above-mentioned Mishnas Chassidim wrote; only that, never-
theless, the revelation is not in an inner way, as in Mocha Stima’ah, but only in an outer way. And
see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Mochin deTzelem, end of chapter 6: “its outer dimension,” etc., “and this is
the skull,” etc.
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And see the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) on Parshas Emor, folio 88; these are his words: “The mat-
ter is that the Keser of Arich, too, is reckoned as [part] of the world of Ein Sof, as is the way of every
Keser, which is related to what is above it; and the essential [part] of the World of Atzilus (Emana-

tion) begins from Mocha Stima’ah, which is the Chochmah of Arich.” End of quote.)
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“And the horse that the king rode upon”: this is what is written, “When You ride upon Your horses.”
For our Sages, of blessed memory, said that at night He rides upon His swift cherub and roams
through eighteen thousand worlds.
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These are the level of the eighteen blessings of prayer, which are in the aspect of the eighteen ver-
tebrae of the spine, through which the brain of Chochmah is drawn down to the thighs and legs; for
the [spinal] cord reaches down to the sciatic nerve (gid hanasheh), and the sciatic nerve spreads
through the thighs and legs.
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Therefore whoever bows, bows at “Baruch” (Blessed) in the first blessing; for bowing is the bend-

ing of the head, that is, the drawing down of Chochmah, by his bending his head and his

Chochmah that is in it.
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Only, the eighteen blessings are in Atzilus, and this is through the souls, whose ascent is by day;

whereas [as for| the angels, their song and their nourishment are specifically at night.
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“She rises while it is yet night and gives food to her household”: these are the angels; “and a por-
tion to her maidens”: these are the chambers (heichalos), “the seven maidens fit to be given,” etc.
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And to them it is drawn in the aspect of eighteen thousand, for “The chariot of G-d is twice ten
thousand, thousands of shinan”: thousands that are not (she’einan) [there], out of the twice ten
thousand. That is, it is divided into eighteen thousand kinds of comprehension, to each one ac-

cording to his measure.
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Now, this drawing down and flow is in the aspect of a cherub (keruv), “like a child” (ke-ravya), that

is, the aspect of a man (adam); only, the face of a man is “a large face,” and the cherub is “a small

face.”
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The explanation of this: adam (man) is the Name Mah (45), whose spelling-out (milui) is with alefs;
and the alef is [made of] yud, vav, yud,
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that is, the vav that joins the upper yud with the lower yud, as in “He makes peace in His heights,”

etc.; and this is through the level of self-nullification (bittul) that is drawn to them.
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Now, a large face means that more is drawn from the level of the intellect (mochin); for this is the
difference between an adult and a minor, since “a man is praised according to his intellect,” as is
known. And the intellect is the level of self-nullification (bittul) drawn to him.
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Therefore an old man’s mind is settled, because he has more of the quality of self-nullification;
whereas a young man has the boiling of youth, because the quality of self-nullification is not drawn
into him so much.
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This is the matter of a small face, and it is in the aspect of Metatron, who is called “a youth” (na’ar);

and in the aspect of this cherub, the flow is drawn into the eighteen thousand worlds.
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Now it is written, “The chariot of G-d is twice ten thousand,” etc., “the L-rd is among them, [as at]
Sinai, in holiness,” etc. That is to say: just as it is drawn into the level of angels in the eighteen
thousand worlds, so it is also drawn into the level of “Sinai, in holiness,” so that there be a drawing
down of G-dliness into the level of physical action, in the Torah [given] on Mount Sinai.
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This drawing down is in the aspect of horses: sus (horse) in gematria is twice gimmel-samech (63),
which is from the Name Sag (63), which is above the Name Mah (45). For in order to draw light into
physical action, there must be an illumination from very high above, like the analogy of the torch

mentioned above.
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This is the strength of the horse, to run to a place that the rider cannot reach; and the running of
the horse is greater than the running of a man, which is the level of the cherub that is drawn into

the angels, which does not run as much as the horses.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/ 10

13



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 2 1?”Jn by TIR2

DW 1°12 512 AWITPI TN2NIW N0 PN PV 1A L0 N2 07y nvnR 915° 010 vIa% na 1am
219937 712371 297 NN2aT 130T 0 1

Now, the level of the garment and the horse can come about through the level of Haman. “Hamin

ha-etz” (“from the tree?”): the level of coarseness that was refined into holiness, “of the grandchil-

dren of Haman,” etc.; that is, the elevation of the heart: “And his heart was lifted up,” etc.
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The explanation: one must direct his eyes downward and his heart upward. “His eyes” are the level
of Chochmah, the level of Moshe, who was humble; for Chochmah is lowliness, koach mah (the
power of “what”).
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But as for “his heart,” it is written of Yehoshafat, “And his heart was lifted up,” etc. So too the level
of the horse, twice Sag (63), which is a matter of coarseness (gas);
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and also the level of the horse, to run, comes from the level of Haman; for descent is for the sake of
ascent, so that there be penitents (baalei teshuvah), and willful sins become like merits, etc.
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But the royal crown (keser malchus) is specifically the level of “the crown with which his mother
crowned him,” that is, through “we will do and we will hear,” in the aspect of “we will do” first: the
level of action, which is from the level of the encompassing light (makif), the sovev kol almin,

equally.
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And afterwards “we will hear”: the drawing down of the Torah inwardly. This is only in the level of

Israel, “who sanctify Your Name,” who have self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh).
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Therefore it is specifically they who draw down the level of Keser, the six hundred and twenty pil-
lars of light, like a pillar that joins above and below.
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On Purim, too, there was this revelation: “And the Jews took upon themselves what they had begun
to do.” “The Jews” specifically, that is, through self-sacrifice, etc., through Mordechai and Esther,
etc. For Mordechai is “mor dror” (free-flowing myrrh), which we translate [into Aramaic] as “mira

dachya” (pure myrrh). Above, in the world of freedom, it is called “mor dror.”
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And below it is called “mira dachya”: the level of mor (myrrh), which is bitterness and severities
(gevuros), drawn into the realm of the pure and the impure. This is the Torah, which is drawn
down and clothed in this physical world; it is in a state of exile and bitterness in the matters of this

world.
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Of this our Sages, of blessed memory, said: the Prophets are destined to be nullified, like the nullifi-
cation of the radiance of the sun. For although the radiance shines and has much light, neverthe-

less in its source it is nullified, so that it is not seen or felt at all.
MDA 191731 717707 19YRD 09931 0OR1 10 RO 0°9102 10 (mm nzim) 1700 QY 2°KX°330 90
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So too the Prophets, who are from Netzach (victory) and Hod (splendor), will be nullified, so that
they will not be seen and revealed as an added and great superiority, when the Infinite Light (Or
Ein Sof) itself is openly revealed, and “the glory of Havayah will be revealed,” truly, “and all flesh

will see,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/ 12

16



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 2 1?”Jn by TIR2

X737 WRI2 NINN0HY P M 139907 KITT 012 21D 9°NOR N0 °Na R INOR NPan DaR
JIRP2T PONY AwyYN

But the Megillah of Esther is the level of “I will surely hide My face on that day,” that is, the level of
Malchus, which hides itself at the head of [the World of] Beriah (Creation) and becomes the Atik of

Beriah.
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And “that day” is the level of Binah (understanding). Therefore the level of Atik is called “I will
surely hide [My face] on that day,” for the revelation of Atik is in Binah.
qwYn NRaPMY 019D NN (79 ovv /b mob] PP N19PRAY °B9 N19'%M N5 2Na KT 23D N2 1M
(MP9%7 771 [nawn wxas) 7772 DR 195w) N19%N
That is, the level of “My face” is the level of the Keser of Malchus; for Malchus has nothing of its
own at all, and it receives from ten Kingships (which is why on Rosh HaShanah we say ten [verses
of] Kingship, malchiyos).
J2°NY NOWYI RN WRA2 NANN0RA RO I 218 N1°H2 R N2 noonn nb:z,vn NN
And the Keser [of Malchus] receives from the Malchus within Keser. This is the level of “My face,”
and this is what hides itself at the head of Beriah and becomes Atik.
9T RITT 0192 »N2w A7 1°POR 137 K10 0172 IR MRIY (x2r Toyy] 27Y2 [vex] PR 199
1993 M2 1t 22
Therefore, even in the Time to Come, of which it is said, “And he will say on that day: Behold, this is
our G-d,” [meaning] that the level of “that day” will be in the level of “this,” the level of revelation,
[k xax] R”IR Q7 1°2°N0 °2 [1rono 957 krono] ©”2T0 M2 R P°NY *°M2 R°AW INOKR *°12 n*n
5112 119 19K 1991 197900 2237 [197nx] VAR RPPND R 22NN

nevertheless the level of Esther, which is the level of Atik, is the level of the Hidden of all hidden
ones; for the “hidden ones” are Abba and Imma, and Atik is hidden even in relation to the hidden

ones; and therefore there is no nullification for it.

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/ 13

17



TORAH OHR - MEGILLAS ESTHER - MAAMAR 2 1?”Jn by TIR2

MNWIT DR 79y RO IN0X RO 10T DR TRIR °71°1 R°2T R %2771 >N 1AW maoam =)

(1791221 9722

So too the halachos, which are the level of Mordechai, “mira dachya.” “And he raised Hadassah,
that is, Esther”: she is the one who elevates the souls in Gan Eden.
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“Six months with oil of myrrh”: oil is the level of Chochmah; myrrh has a strong scent; and this is

the matter of elevation in the aspect of severities (gevuros), namely, the gevuros of Abba.
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“And six months with spices” are the gevuros of Imma. “And with this,” that is, the pillar that joins
above and below, “the maiden comes,” etc.
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For just as in the lower Gan Eden one must forget the sight of this world, so in the Upper Gan Eden
one must forget the delight of the lower Gan Eden, for there is a matter of another, wondrous de-

light there, which is far higher.
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And all this delight is from the reasons of the Torah: “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his
mouth.” And the intent of the mitzvos is that they should know and grasp the reasons of the hala-
chos and their mysteries,
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and in this they will delight with a wondrous and mighty delight. This is the level of Mordechai,
“mira dachya.” Therefore the halachos, too, are not nullified, like the analogy of the torch men-
tioned above.
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However, “Haman took the garment and the horse, and clothed Mordechai,” for the level of the en-

compassing light (makif) is drawn into Haman too, as is known: there are eleven spices of the in-

cense, and the frankincense is the makif, which they call “the G-d of gods.”
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Therefore there is drawn into it, too, the level of the supernal garment, the Malchus of the Infinite
One (Ein Sof), and likewise the horse, from the Name Sag. Whereas the Keser (crown), which is a
drawing down from the kav and chut into the inner dimension: Haman has no dominion there,
noax Yy XY NP17 O”K2 5113 13 YRWI AWyl o’y 9naw SwIpn anw SR° ™y P Yyl il
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and it comes about only through Israel, who “sanctify Your Name,” through “we will do and we will
hear,” the level of self-nullification (bittul) to the Infinite One specifically; and not through coarse-

ness, the level of Haman, even after the refinement, when it will be refined into holiness.
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[And see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 10, chapter 2: “Know that the inner light (Or Pnimi),” etc.; and this is
specifically in the aspect of “through” (al yedei). See there.]

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/ 15

19

20



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Torah Ohr: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY-NC 4.0.

This edition as a whole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Shuls, schools and non-profit projects may copy, print and share it freely, and may
ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

Dot TARDTINIW Prxd "% 531 ’?3117?3?! 1IRA7 T23% wIPIn
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/torah-ohr/megillas-esther/2/ 16



