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“And Israel saw the great hand”
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“And Israel saw the great hand that Havayah performed in Egypt, and the people feared Havayah,
and they believed in Havayah and in Moshe His servant.” [We need] to understand why [the verse]

put the level of awe before the level of faith.
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Now, it is written, “And he called: Havayah, Havayah,” twice. For there are two levels of the Name
Havayah. One is the level of the lower Name Havayah, which brings all the worlds into being from

nothing into something.
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And [we need] to understand the expression ‘from nothing into something,” for is it not written,
“For all is from You”? However, since His being and essence, may He be blessed, has no relation to

the worlds, and there is no comparison to Him, etc.,
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therefore it is impossible for the worlds to receive their life-force and their coming into being ex-
cept through the level of the Name Havayah, blessed be He, that is, through tzimtzum
(contraction), which is the level of the yud, and afterward the expansion of His radiance and His
light, the level of the hei.
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And of this it is said, “For He commanded and they were created,” and this refers to the Name
Havayah, as it is written just before it, “Let them praise the Name of Havayah.” And it is the Name
Havayah [that] “commanded” (tzivah), an expression of connection, etc. “And they were created” is

a passive form, etc.
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Now, just as at this level there must be tzimtzum (contraction) and expansion, [which are]| the level

of the Name Havayah, so too there is the level of the higher Name Havayah, [which] also [has] a

yud, the level of tzimtzum, etc.
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And it is the level of will: “it arose in thought” that there be the lower Havayah, that there be the
worlds. As, for example, with a person: before he brought his work from potential into actuality,
that thing was pictured in his thought, how and what to do, etc.
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And at this level too there must be the level of the yud, which is tzimtzum (contraction), first, and

afterward the hei, expansion. And this level is called the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), for it is not

seen and revealed like the lower Havayah.
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Therefore Pharaoh said, “Who is Havayah?”, for he did not believe in the level of the higher Name
Havayah. For the lower Name Havayah, which brings all the worlds into being, he certainly knew,
etc.
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And of the Exodus from Egypt it is written, “And Israel saw the great hand that Havayah performed
in Egypt.” This means: that the higher Havayah performed [it] by means of the level of Egypt, “a

log in which [the flame] does not rise,” etc.
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For it is impossible to reach the level of the higher Havayah except through “turning away from
evil,” the level of self-nullification (bittul) and tzimtzum (contraction); the prohibition (lav) pre-
cedes them, etc. Yud-hei with “My Name” (shemi) is 365, etc.
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And through the arousal from below, in which one contracts oneself to be [in a state of| “turning
away from evil,” there is made above the level of the yud, which is the level of tzimtzum.
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And through “doing good,” which is the level of expansion, like the level of charity, etc., there is

made above the level of the hei, which is the level of expansion.
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Now, Israel saw the great hand through the splitting of the Sea: “And He made the sea dry ground.”
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The sea is the level of the hidden world: “whatever there is on dry land,” etc. And dry land is the
level of the revealed world (alma de’isgalya).
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And when they saw that He, may He be blessed, “turned the sea into dry land” and “made the sea
dry ground,” without any moisture at all, etc., the level of “Let the waters be gathered,” etc., “and
let the dry land appear,” they believed in Havayah: that there can be a revelation of the level of the
higher Havayah, which is the level of the hidden world, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And the people feared Havayah, and they believed in Havayah.”

“They feared Havayah”: that is the lower Havayah, the revealed world, which is within the level of

comprehension, and the term ‘awe’ (yirah) applies to it, the awe of shame, as in the analogy of one

who sees the king, etc.
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“And they believed in Havayah”: this is the higher Havayah, the hidden world, which is not seen or
grasped, and the level of awe does not apply to it, only faith.
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Therefore it is written, “the great, the mighty and the awesome” (vehanora): for there to be the lev-
el of “awesome,” there must first be a vav, which is the level of drawing down from above to below,

so that there be the level of “awesome.”
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“And in Moshe His servant”: Moshe is the level of Daas (knowledge) and connection. For Moshe is
one of the seven shepherds, and he is the one who draws down the level of faith to the souls of
Israel as awhole. Therefore he is called Ra’aya Mehemna, a faithful shepherd (ro’eh ne’eman), who
shepherds and sustains and draws down the level of faith, as it is written, “In all My house he is
faithful.”
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And he is the one who joins and connects the two Havayahs mentioned above, etc. Therefore our

Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Is awe, then, a small thing?” “Yes, for Moshe,” etc.
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And through the level of Moshe they were raised to the level of the higher Havayah. Therefore it is

written, “And you shall be silent”: the level of silence, etc., the hidden world.
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Now, it is written, “They will pass through the river on foot; there we will rejoice in Him.” For now,
in this time, the level of joy does not apply, since joy comes from the level of revelation; and now, in
this time, there is no revelation of this level, only faith, because of the concealment of the body,

etc.
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And in the Time to Come, when “He will swallow up death,” etc., it is written, “For eye to eye they
will see.” “Eye to eye” is the level of the hidden world, the level of the light that encompasses all
worlds (sovev kol almin), “and beneath are the arms of the world,” etc., and the revealed world: that
the two Havayahs mentioned above will be revealed. For of the Time to Come it is written, “And He

will strike it into seven streams,” etc.
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“And there will be a highway for the remnant of His people,” etc., “as there was for Israel on the

day it came up out of the land of Egypt”; that is, that the hidden world will be revealed, etc.
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And of this it is said, “They will pass through the river on foot; there we will rejoice”: in the future

tense, and specifically “there” will we rejoice, in the comprehension of the higher Havayah.
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This is not so now, when it is only at the level of faith; only, it is written, “Today, to do them,” and
tomorrow, etc. For today one must act through “turning away from evil,” the level of self-nullifica-

tion (bittul) and acknowledgment, and through an arousal from below, etc., as explained above.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever does not bow at Modim,” etc. For there

are two levels: the level of blessing (berachah), that is, the drawing down of, etc., and the level of

acknowledgment (hoda’ah), the level of self-nullification (bittul), the level of teshuvah (return) and

good deeds.
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Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “One hour of teshuvah and good deeds in this world
is better than all the life of the World to Come.”
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For the life of the World to Come is from the lower Name Havayah, “with the yud it was created,”
etc.; which is not so with teshuvah and good deeds, through which the level of the higher Havayah

is made, as explained above.
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And [this is]| specifically through the level of Moshe, as explained above. Therefore it is written,
“And he called: Havayah, Havayah.” “And he called” refers to Moshe, for Moshe calls and draws
down from the higher Havayah to the lower Havayah. For there was a break (pesik) in its cantilla-

tion, etc.
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And through the level of Moshe a joining and connection of the two Havayahs is made, as explained
above. Therefore at the time of the splitting of the Sea it is written, “Then Moshe and the Children
of Israel sang,” etc., “I will sing to Havayah, for He is exalted, exalted”: the level of the hidden

world, the mountains of darkness (turei de’chashocha).
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Now, after the Children of Israel had been raised to this level, they did not want to journey from

there. Therefore it is written, “And Moshe made [Israel] journey”: he made them journey against

their will.
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And they came to the Wilderness of Shur. “Shur” is an expression of seeing and revelation, the lev-

el of the revealed world. “And they came to Marah,” for “her feet go down,” etc. “And Havayah

showed him a tree”: this is the Tree of Life.
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And in this way were all the forty-two journeys, which correspond to the Name of forty-two [letters];
this is the level of ascent from rung to rung, etc.: Chesed (kindness) within Chesed, Chesed within

Gevurah (restraint), etc.
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Therefore their journeying was sometimes in the morning, sometimes in the evening, and all

through Moshe, etc. And this is sufficient for one who understands.
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