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“With the crown with which his mother crowned him”: for the commandments of the Torah are the
613 Biblical commandments and the seven Rabbinic commandments, which are the 620 pillars of
light, the level of Keser (the Crown) and of a crown (atarah); and this is what is above the chain of

descending worlds (hishtalshelus).

A2 P 0 D°12RT 712 7T TR DOP 2101 DR N2 D°1ARND A%y R°0 70Y0 277y 73m
.OMR 0220w KPR 0m7

Now, by way of analogy: the crown is made of precious stones that shine and sparkle greatly; yet the
substance of the stones themselves is only of the level of the inanimate, except that they are

refined.

WRIM DY 02WOND 1N°1 9997 TRM 09 07 97Y (75 53] 979 IR 1ARD DMITAW RDD 127 RIAW 097 2
13 N3 IR 199 12w N1PAD 17293 INDYn WRATY [0 5y 9x] DY

And because it is a wondrous thing that something inanimate, like a stone, should shine so much,
therefore they are very precious; and so it is placed as an ornament on the head, even though the

head is of honored standing, since in it dwells the light of Chochmah (wisdom), etc.
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So too, the commandments are performed with physical things, from the level of kelipas nogah;
but through the refinement (birur) this wondrous thing comes about: that the physical “something”
becomes nullified. Therefore a crown is made from this, and the level of the drawing down of
Keser, which is “above the sun,” etc.
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“On the day of his wedding” — this is the Giving of the Torah. It has already been explained above
why it is called “the day of his wedding”: that it is the drawing down of supernal Chochmah, the
“brain,” etc.; and in this is enclothed the power of delight, which is the inner dimension of the will,

as mentioned above.
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“And [on the day of] the gladness of his heart” — this is the building of the Holy Temple. That is, the
opening of the heart is called “the gladness of his heart,”
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whereas in exile [she] is called “sick with love,” for the circulation and flow of the spirit of life from
the heart to the limbs is not as it should be; and therefore she says, “Sustain me,” etc. — through

the Torah, which is called healing, as mentioned above.
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Now, delight and joy seem to be one matter, but in truth they are two matters.
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For, by way of analogy, a rich man who has a treasure of silver and gold in his storehouse is joyful
and glad of heart even though he does not see it, and even though the money is several hundred
parsaos away from him.
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But because he knows that it is certainly there, whole, even though it is covered and hidden from
his eyes now, his heart rejoices greatly. And this is the matter and essence of joy: that it can be over

the good even when it is hidden and covered from one’s eyes.
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But delight and delectation come only when one sees with one’s very eyes the thing in which one

delights — like a father’s delight in his son, which is specifically when he sees him with his eyes;
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whereas from afar delight does not apply, only joy. And therefore one says the blessing over seeing

when one sees a person dear to him, etc.
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The analogue will be understood in the matter of the joy of a mitzvah. For the reasons of the Torah
have not been revealed now; for now nothing is revealed except that such is His will, blessed be He.
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And in the Time to Come the reasons of the Torah will be revealed — the level of supernal delight
that is in every mitzvah. However, even now it is known to us that [something] of the level of the
supernal delight is enclothed and drawn down into the mitzvah,
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only its essence is not grasped; and therefore great joy can come from this, as it is written, “with joy
and with gladness of heart, from the abundance of everything.”
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Just as the rich man rejoices over the treasure even though he does not see it with his eyes, etc. But
in the Time to Come the essence of the supernal delight will be revealed; and this is “Let him kiss
me with the kisses of his mouth.”
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And therefore the Holy Temple is called “the gladness of his heart,” for there too the light was hid-
den in the Ark and the Kapores (the Ark’s cover), etc. And likewise prayer with love and awe is also

only a grasp of [its] existence, and not of [its] essence.
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But “on the day of his wedding” — this is the Giving of the Torah — the level of delight was drawn
down; except that, nevertheless, now the delight is not revealed,
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for it too is enclothed in a garment, in physical things; rather, in the Time to Come it will be re-
vealed from within the garments. And about this it is said “and see,” in the sense of actual seeing,
as it is written, “And [your Teacher] will no longer hide [Himself],” etc., “and your eyes shall see,”

etc.
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According to this, the Midrash (in Parshas Bereshis, section 27) will be understood, on the verse
“and He was saddened to His heart”: Rabbi Berechiah said: A parable of a king who built a palace
through an architect.
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He saw it and it did not please him. With whom should he be angry, if not with the architect? So too,
“and He was saddened to His heart.” End of quote.
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For, according to what was explained above regarding “and on the day of the gladness of his heart
— this is the building of the Holy Temple”: that His attribute of Malchus (sovereignty), blessed be
He, is called “heart,” from which life-force is drawn to all the limbs, and afterwards the blood re-

turns from all the limbs to the heart.
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So too the level of “Your Kingship” is “the kingship of all worlds,” from which the flow of life-force
is drawn to [the worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah; and this is the level of the light that fills all
worlds (memalei kol almin). And afterwards the arousal from below rises from Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah to the level of Malchus.
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And this arousal from below is what is written, “And you shall love Havayah your G-d with all your
heart,” etc.
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And therefore the building of the Holy Temple, in which the sacrifices are offered — which is the
raising of mayin nukvin from the refinement of kelipas nogah and the animal soul — is called “the
gladness of his heart”; for gladness is the opening of the heart, through which the mayin nukvin
draws down mayin duchrin from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol
almin) into the light that fills all worlds.
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And therefore the opposite of this took place in the generation of the Flood, who kept provoking
[Him]. This is, by way of analogy, like when there is, G-d forbid, a defect in the limbs that prevents
the circulation and flow of the blood from the heart to the limbs and from the limbs to the heart,
etc.; and through this [the flow] from the brain into the heart is not drawn either, and the connec-

tion is cut off, etc.
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And this is the meaning of “and He was saddened to His heart”: that the light was not drawn in rev-
elation from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds to the level of the light that fills all

worlds, which is the level of Malchus, etc.
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And therefore in Parshas Noach, after he offered a sacrifice, and it is written, “And Havayah
smelled the pleasing fragrance,” it is written, “And Havayah said to His heart,” etc. And this is in
the manner of a semblance of [how]| the building of the Holy Temple, the place of the sacrifices, is

called “the gladness of his heart,” as mentioned above.
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