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To explain the words, the matter of “A man (adam), when he brings near of you,” and the matter of

“from the animal (behemah)... you shall bring near your offering”: it is as is explained elsewhere,

in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,”
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that indeed, in the Shema there are two instances of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh). The first is to
give over one’s soul in [the word] “One,” and this refers to the G-dly soul, which is at the level of
self-nullification (bittul) in the very Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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And this is the meaning of “A man, when he brings near of you an offering to Havayah.” For the su-
pernal Man (Adam) is Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation); and
“of you” refers to the self-sacrifice of the G-dly soul, and this is the level of “an offering to

Havayah,”
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for this self-sacrifice is at the level of “Havayah is One,” which is the Infinite Light, blessed be He,
that is clothed in Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, in which the souls are included at the level of “being ab-
sorbed into the body of the King,”

OTR RIFTT R2POTIT 17°MIAW NIK 199K DTRT NTIAYD 2w 27Y (x7y 17°77) DMIYD °D 113 W»nI)

15 717932 112 BoYRY B9 PPn N1 ROW RT R02 5Y 0I5 29977 RV RITY

as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Pinchas (folio 217a), on the verse “and herb for the service of
man”: “These are the souls of the righteous, which that Man, who is Z’eir Anpin, who rides upon
and rules over this animal, which is the level of Malchus (sovereignty), eats and brings within him-

self, etc.”
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Now, “man” (adam) is the Ten Sefiros of Z’eir Anpin, and Havayah is the Infinite Light that is
clothed in it. And through the level of “being absorbed into the body of the King,” which is the Ten
Sefiros of Z’eir Anpin, they [the souls] are thereby also united with the kav (line of light) from the
Infinite Light that is in Z’eir Anpin. And this is [the meaning of] “A man, when he brings near of you

an offering to Havayah.”
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This is also along the lines of what is said in the Sifra DeTzniusa, at the beginning of chapter 4:
“Z’eir Anpin is revealed and not revealed”; and in the commentary there, in Zohar HaRakia, it is

stated that its inner dimension (pnimiyus) is actually Atika, etc.
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And so the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) wrote, in Parshas Va’eschanan, on folio 260b: the inner
dimension of Atik that is within Z’eir Anpin. And see what is explained elsewhere on the meaning of

“one cherub from the end on this side”: that it is the end of the Infinite Light that is in Z’eir Anpin.
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This is as the Ramaz wrote there: “as is known, the level of Atik is the end of the World of the
Infinite One (Ein Sof).” And see in the Idra Rabba, folio 136b, on the meaning of “for He is not a

”

man.
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And this is [the meaning of] “A man”: that is, the revealed aspect (isgalya) of Z’eir Anpin; “when he
brings near of you”: that the G-dly soul comes to give over its soul in the Shema, in [the word]
“One,” for then it is “an offering to Havayah,” which is the level of the inner dimension of Z’eir

Anpin, the level of Atika, etc.
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And see in the Zohar, Beha’aloscha, folio 152a: “The soul of which we spoke: this is the Tiferes

(beauty) of Israel, etc.; and the soul of the soul: this is Atika Kadisha (the Holy Ancient One); and all

is one.”

P7’Y NARM N2 RIN Shi 1292 021 2°7p° °2 .0TR NARAND 2°N270 NANAN 11°°1A7 QTN 1IN
210 RNNwa? RNnw) NP3 "% [naxanal N”N2A v [Xw™TP RPNV

And this is “A man (adam),” namely Tiferes, as it is written, “like the beauty (tiferes) of a man.”
“When he brings near of you an offering to Havayah” is the level of the radiance of Atika Kadisha

that is clothed in Tiferes, for indeed it is called “the soul of the soul,” etc.
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Now, this drawing down and this arousal from above of “A man, when he brings near” come

through occupation with the Torah and the mitzvos, for the Torah is the level of this “man” (adam),

as is explained in the Zohar, Beha’aloscha, there.
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And this is why the Torah is called “strength” (0z): it is what gives power and strength to the G-dly
soul to prevail over the physicality of the body and the animal soul, as is explained elsewhere on

the verse “In the third month.”
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The second level of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in the Shema is the level of “and with all your
soul”: that is, that the animal soul too should be at the level of subjugation and transformation
(iskafya and is’hapcha). And this level of self-sacrifice is not in “One,” but at the level of “Blessed
be the name of the glory of His kingdom,” etc.
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And this is “from the animal... you shall bring near your offering”: “your offering” is the offering
up of the animal soul and its ascent at the level of transformation, etc. And it is drawn “from the
animal” (behemah), for the attribute of Malchus (sovereignty) that is clothed in the World of Beriah

(Creation) is the level of the Name Ban (52), which is numerically equal to behemah.
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And it is specifically from this level, of “Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever

and ever,” that the offering up of the animal soul is drawn.
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And its ascent, too, after the refinement (birur), is at the level of the Name Ban, as is written in the
Zohar, Parshas Pinchas, there, on the meaning of “He causes grass to grow for the animal (be-
hemah)”: this is the matter of the inclusion of the animal soul, after the refinement, in the level of

Malchus (sovereignty), like the inclusion of the angels, which is called “grass,” etc.
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“And herb for the service of man” refers to the inclusion of the G-dly soul in Z’eir Anpin (the emo-
tive attributes), as mentioned above. And see what is explained elsewhere on this matter, in the ex-

planation of the verse “Thus says...,” etc., “walkers among those who stand.”
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The explanation is this: there are two levels of contemplation. The first is the contemplation of the
very essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He: that He, may He be blessed, is “high
and exalted” and is not within the category of worlds at all, neither at the level of the light that fills
[all worlds] (memalei) nor at the level of the light that encompasses [all worlds] (sovev);
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for it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed,” and there is no comparison to Him, may He be

blessed, not even as the relation of a drop to the ocean. And from this is drawn the self-sacrifice

(mesirus nefesh) of the G-dly soul
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(see the discourse beginning “A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim,” in what is
written there: “And if so, His being and essence, may He be blessed, etc.”; the self-sacrifice that is
higher than the Life of life, etc.),
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for since its root is from the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds, that is, from the
inner dimension of the vessels, as in the saying “it is pure”: its root is from the level of the supernal
purity (tehiru ila’ah), etc.,

D”K TIR MINYY NINMIN2 NANANM NDIWAY 715 5Y Wnn 772 07K 7K 22372 NP1 7Hva RO 97y
172

therefore it is nullified and included before the very Infinite Light, blessed be He, by intellectually
grasping and contemplating the exaltedness of the essence of the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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And this is the meaning of “the inner keys” and of “the gate of the inner courtyard that faces east
(kadim),” etc.: that a stirring should be drawn forth in the soul, so that it is stirred by the very
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, which is called “the Primordial One (Kadmono) of the
world,” which is not within the category of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) and the

light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin).
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And this is [the meaning of] the supernal “Man,” Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of the World
of Atzilus (Emanation), “when he brings near of you”: that self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) should be
drawn forth in the G-dly soul, “an offering to Havayah,” which comes from contemplating the ex-
altedness of the essence of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, a radiance of which is clothed in Z’eir

Anpin, as mentioned above.
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And the second level of contemplation is called “the outer keys,” which is to contemplate how He,
may He be blessed, fills all worlds: “You made the heavens and the heavens of the heavens...”;
“Who forms ministering [angels], and Whose ministers...,” etc.;

AM 9237 092 ON790Y 77701 2IP2 YAwN 90 1773 K73 wURD) 1R K12 1 IR 03°1°Y 0170 R
(@7 13 AUM AMNMYY 1°1y2 MY12W

“Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these?” (as is explained elsewhere, in the dis-

course beginning “When you listen to the voice,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “And

you shall count for yourselves,” on the festival of Shavuos, on the matter of barley and wheat, etc.;

see there).
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And this is from the level of the attribute of His Malchus (sovereignty), may He be blessed, which is
called “Name,” for it is only a splendor and a radiance; as is known, the levels of the light that fills

all worlds and the light that encompasses all worlds are all called only the level of His Name, etc.,

(*12 99111 219 IR122Y 11772 1°°F) 10 MY KPR MR *Ipn X 253 RP12 IR121

as is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “Do not read shamos [‘desolations’] but shemos

[‘'names’],” etc. (see the discourse beginning “And when she came before the king,” etc.).
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Now, from this level of contemplation is drawn the transformation (is’hapcha) of the animal soul.
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For since the animal soul has descended into lower levels, where there are separating screens, the
stirring therefore does not take hold in it except specifically through contemplation from this level:
how that which is a “something” (yesh) and a separate thing is nullified before the splendor that
gives it life, etc.
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P27
As is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “When you go out to war against (al) your enemies”:
that to overcome the desiring power in the animal soul, [the battle] should be at the level of “above
(al) your enemies,”
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that is, to contemplate its root above, which is from the level of the supernal Chariot (merkavah) in
holiness, etc.; and this too is the level of “from the animal... you shall bring near.”
A21IW 12 AW 7920 TNIR 0°292127 1°A¥2) PN 1TRY™ 1°a¥2 10 RV Oy 551 17770 wRMY)
(m T’J}?'? 7P 3”2

(And see what is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “And all the people saw,” etc., on
the matter of “and they stood far off,” and on the matter of “and they bless You, may Your Name be

blessed,” etc., which also speaks of something close to this matter.)
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And this is “from the animal... you shall bring near,” for indeed it is written, “the spirit of the ani-
mal, which goes downward”: the spreading forth of the radiance of G-dliness that is drawn down to
give life to the worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah is called “the spirit of the animal,” the Name
Ban (52),
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since in truth there is no comparison at all between the created and the Creator: for the created be-
ing is finite and newly brought into being, while the Creator is infinite; He has no beginning and

has no end.
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Therefore, the drawing down of the light and the life-force (chayus) so that the finite comes into
being from the infinite is the ultimate descent, without equal.
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And even for the most exalted created beings, such as souls and angels, it is a great descent for the

splendor to come down from its inclusion in the luminary to be a splendor and a radiance, so that

they may “delight in the splendor,” etc.; unlike when it was included in the luminary, in the man-

ner of “the King Who alone is exalted,” etc.
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Therefore, the level of Malchus (sovereignty) that descends to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah is called
“the spirit of the animal that goes downward,” the level of the Name Ban, just as there is no com-

parison between the living creature (chai) and the speaking being (medaber), etc.
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And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “And he shall wave the omer”; and see in the

Zohar, Parshas Vayechi, folio 239a: “When it goes down and descends,” etc.
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And therefore the stirring of the soul from this level is called “from the animal... you shall bring

near,” etc. That is: from the contemplation of “Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom

forever and ever,” and from the matter of the “two [blessings] before it” of the Shema,
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that is, from contemplating the tremendous stirring of the angels and the holy Chayos, from this is
drawn the level of “and with all your soul,” the subjugation and transformation (iskafya and

is’hapcha) of the animal soul, etc.
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Now, when the animal soul too ascends to be included in the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be

He, an advantage is created beyond the inclusion of the G-dly soul alone, like the matter of “In the
place where penitents (baalei teshuvah) stand,” etc.
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And as is known, the Name Ban (52), after the refinement, is higher than the Name Mah (45), which

is the level of “man” (adam). And this is the meaning of “A woman of valor is the crown of her

husband.”
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And this is why, of “A man, when he brings near of you,” it says “an offering to Havayah,” while af-
terwards, of “from the animal, from the cattle and from the flock you shall bring near your
offering,” it is written, “he shall bring it near, for his acceptance, before Havayah”: that is, the

source of the level of Havayah, from which is drawn the coming into being of the level of Havayah.
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And this was the matter of the blood of the daily offering (tamid), “northward, before Havayah,” as

is explained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,” mentioned
above. (And see in the Zohar, Vayechi, folio 239b, what is said on this verse.)
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And what must still be understood is this: the matter of the offerings as a whole is because they are
from the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim), which fell, and in essence they are from the
World of Tohu (Chaos); therefore, when they are refined and raised up, they are [the level of] “a
pleasing fragrance.”
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And this fits also the refinement of the animal soul in man, whose root is likewise from the World of
Tohu.
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But regarding the self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) of the G-dly soul, whose root is from the World of
Tikkun (Rectification), from Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) of Atzilus, it is seemingly difficult:
why should this level be called “brings near of you an offering,” etc.?
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This matter has already been explained elsewhere, in Parshas Yisro, in the discourse beginning
“To understand the explanation of the matter of ‘The Patriarchs are the Chariot’”; see there. And

see what is explained in the discourse beginning “I am asleep,” on “my companion” (rayasi).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/vayikra/3/ 11



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS VAYIKRA - MAAMAR 3 'PJy'. oon :Sjpﬁ 59 07N ""Jy [nkalkyi WN:L(‘...

RIMY MR 19IR W™ D737 °0° AWAD A 991 02337p DY ORP "N 11 wURT K 00 3 1am 2 10
S YWD AN OTR 7707 RMY°ILT RI202 (215w 72 Py] W’y

2. Now, this is one explanation of what is written, that “from the animal” refers to “your offering,”
following the explanation of the Zohar, Parshas Vayechi, mentioned above. And there is another
way, according to what is written in the Sifra DeTzniusa, at the beginning of chapter 4: “Man and

animal You save, Havayah.”

DWR LN A AR 1290 091 2°9P° 90 OTR LOTRT KPDI3 12 LXAONWH RAART X902 TN
[11w5 189 7] P79y DTRT RPP22 99HonRT

“The one is found within the inclusion of the other: the animal within the inclusion of man. ‘A

man, when he brings near of you an offering to Havayah, from the animal’: because it is included

within man.” End of quote.

OTR PW 1213 YRwn 0on nR 19N Rt nwR P08 %3 12 711127 8 aw YOPAn MmN
AT 12 R TN

And in Zohar HaRakia there, he explains that the intent of this is that the verse is difficult to make
sense of: first it says “of you,” which implies from the person’s own body, and then it says “from
the animal.”

(11 ROVIP 7NN 973 D9YD (2100w mn 2091 WPRED)

(And according to what was written above, this difficulty is also resolved.)
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And the explanation is that behemah (animal) is numerically equal to Ban (52), and it is actually
from the ribs of adam (man): for adam is numerically Mah (45), which is the Name Havayah and its
filling, nineteen, the numerical value of Chavah, which is Malchus (sovereignty), the Name Ban.

Thus far his words.
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And see on the matter of Chavah in Parshas Bereishis, the discourse beginning “To understand the
matter of the blessings.” It follows that, according to the explanation of the Sifra DeTzniusa, “from

the animal” is also included within the level of “when he brings near of you”;
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that is, because the G-dly soul too, although its essence is the level of “man” (adam), the Name
Mah, is nevertheless also composed of the level of Ban, as was explained in Parshas Balak, in the

explanation of the verse “Who has counted”; see there.

DAY 1395777 (X7 ™0 w3l P271°2) A2 PN DI YT 10 PRIWS 002 DR DY (200w mn) @
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “And I will sow the House of Israel, etc., with the seed
of man and the seed of animal” (in Jeremiah, chapter 31): that is, that in the G-dly soul itself there

is also [something] of the level of “animal,” which is the Name Ban.

53w 097195 97K (172 ow1] 1730 [on ow] 177 NP2 O (xapn paax eyt 77T AT 17293 MInwan 9D
maenan

For the souls are born from the union of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the femi-

nine / Malchus), which are the levels of Mah and Ban; if so, they are composed of both levels.
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(And as is explained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “When you go out,” on the matter of
“and you see among the captives a woman beautiful of form,” etc.: that in the soul there are two
levels, “beautiful of form” and “a woman beautiful of form,” which are the levels of male and fe-
male; and this is the meaning of “in His image, in the image of G-d,” etc.; see there.) And see in

Parshas Naso, folio 147a, on the verse “My flock, the flock of My pasture, you are man (adam).”

11177 GNPTYY 7932 SN °39 71772 (20w an o by WPHDY T NTI2YA 19K NN 03 1Ay IR0
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And the explanation of these two levels in the service of G-d is according to what is written in the

2

discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice,” on the meaning of “and they shall sing of Your right-
eousness”: that the angels’ comprehension is only at the level of Malchus, but the souls have an ad-

ditional service, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/vayikra/3/ 13
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Now, the angels are called by the name “animal,” as is written in the explanation of the verse “And
these are the ordinances”: that relative to above, they are considered as being without knowledge
(daas), even though relative to below, [their] knowledge is considered great. That is because their
comprehension is only at the level of Malchus (sovereignty).

.1257972W 719K 21D 119 ARW 779X 1977 17 IR AN W 7102 973 w0 PRIWS Mnwaa mam

Now, in the souls of Israel there is also this level, and this is [the meaning of] “After Havayah they

shall walk; like a lion he shall roar”: like the face of the lion in the Chariot.

OTR NI°M2 719107 °°Y 1190 AN 1Dy 110 Ty ona vt I=h
However, they have yet another, higher level, and that is through the Torah, the level of “man”
(adam).
770 Pw 117 UV 710 KR 1°° 0121 92 1°n 0°1°Y 59551 71772 wrNY 0°2%1 ONX 71772 wUR

211225 7171 1729 370 10 1113 11 001 1N 10 w12 NANDINT 137 N2AK NINa 12an]

And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “You are standing,” and what is explained in

2l

the discourse beginning “His eyes are red with wine,” on the meaning of “In comes wine, out

comes the secret”: that through the wine of the Torah the great love (ahavah rabbah) that is hidden
in the soul is revealed, etc. And this is “of you, from the animal,” etc., and this is the meaning of

“And unite our hearts.”

nomMPIn K2V97 RNIYI2 MM °3 @ %3 13232 0% >0 IRINI IpY° T8Y 71 91 B7Y TIR"23 KA
JPNETm

And elsewhere, in the explanation of the verse “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov,” the meaning
of “And unite our hearts” is explained: that there are two levels in the desire of the heart, the inner

dimension (pnimiyus) and the outer dimension (chitzoniyus).

N3 APyRPH AR AW NYTI OYLAR APYRPY 7137 720X N2 X7 290 NP1 nevin
nann

The inner dimension, the point of the heart, is the level of the great love (ahavah rabbah), which is
above reason and comprehended knowledge, and comes from above as a gift;
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and it is from the level of the Name Mah (45), and it is alluded to in the words of our Sages, of
blessed memory: “Who is a fool? One who loses what (mah) is given to him.” And the outer dimen-
sion of the heart is that which is taken from knowledge and contemplation of how “Your kingship is

the kingship of all worlds,” etc.
12 92 [y 290] 0 [y vy TAY 1PAY N M nMYR WS NYTT AW YT (172 ow) 172 QW 1PIy I
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And this is the matter of the Name Ban (52). As is known, opposite Daas (knowledge) there is [its]

counterpart, and this is the matter of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil; for among the seven

kings of Tohu (Chaos), Bela is from the level of Daas, which fell in the shattering of the vessels (she-

viras hakeilim), etc.;

TY (2950 nvawn] 972w 1PYNR RINW AMOM2 KDY 1NN 2°5N3 NYTAN APynbw 1nona S7Rwn
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whereas of Chochmah (wisdom), which is above Daas, it is written, “They die, but not in wisdom,”
for it is above the shattering of the vessels: the Tree of Life; and Chochmah is ko’ach mah (the po-
tential of Mah).
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And there must be “And unite our hearts”: that the outer dimension (chitzoniyus) of the will should

be included in the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the will; and that is the refinement of Ban and its
inclusion in Mah.

on2pm 27y v nvp'?xn WRIAW (172 0w 127 [77n aw] 71712 °10 71RA7AN 1722 10 0231 2999 93 1N
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And this is “when he brings near of you... from the animal...”: Mah and Ban that are in the G-dly
soul. And see what is explained on the verse “And you shall bring near a burnt offering, a fire

offering.”
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And see further what is explained elsewhere on the verse “The Song of Songs,” on the matter of the

two levels of “bride,” the higher Shechinah (Divine Presence) and the lower Shechinah; and these

too are these two levels in the G-dly soul.
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(Also [see] what is explained in Parshas Ki Sisa on the verse “His left hand is under my head,” etc.,

on the difference between the service of the spark of the soul that spreads forth and is clothed with-

in the body, which is the level of “with all your heart,” etc.,

TR1279Y 11227 TN TUY DURY 1390 10 Mavan qP°y NTI1aY *°n2 RIT TR 553 nI°a OPRYN
(Mo"an Py '{’:1;'['? 11”70 272 7t 1°AY

whereas the level of “with all your might” is the level of the service of the essence of the soul, etc.;

that is, that it must be in the manner of “And unite our hearts”; and this matter is also explained at

the end of the discourse beginning “To understand the matter of the blessings.”)
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And afterwards it is written, “from the cattle and from the flock”: this is the refinement of the ani-
mal soul in man, whose root is taken from the Chayos of the Chariot, which are called “twelve

oxen,” etc.
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