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“Six days you shall eat matzos, and on the seventh day [shall be] an Atzeres to Havayah your G-d;
you shall not do work.” Now, we find that three festivals are called Atzeres: the festival of Shavuos,
the time of the Giving of the Torah; Shemini Atzeres, which is the time of Simchas Torah; and the
seventh [day] of Pesach.
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And what is said of the seventh [day] of Pesach is greater than what is said of all of them, for of it is

said “to Havayah your G-d,” and not “for you,” as with the other festivals, in which [it is] “half for
G-d and half for you”; rather, all of it is for G-d. And it is the day of the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds.
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And “great was the plunder at the sea,” etc., which is the matter of the raising of the sparks, etc.

(And see Midrash Rabbah on Shir HaShirim, on the verse “Circlets of gold”; and see what is written

in the discourse beginning “Your cheeks are comely,” on the matter of “circlets of gold.”)
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And “a maidservant saw at the sea,” etc.: “taking them upon His arms,” like the parable of an in-

fant who cannot see into the distance, and his father raised him up to see. Now, it is written, “until

[Your people] cross over,” etc., “until [the people] cross over,” etc.: twice.
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For regarding the Time to Come it is written, “And He will wave His hand over the River with the
might of His wind, and strike it into seven streams, and make [them] tread in sandals” (and see

Midrash Rabbah at the beginning of Koheles, at the end of the section “Vanity of vanities”);
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and it is written right after it, “I will thank You, Havayah, for You were angry with me; Your anger
will turn away, and You will comfort me.” And it is written, “As in the days of your going out of the

land of Egypt, I will show him wonders.”
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That is: just as the children of Israel, when they went up from Egypt, crossed the waters of the Sea
of Reeds (Yam Suf), which is the level of “the end (sofa) of all levels,” so in the Time to Come they
will cross the River, to be at the level of “beyond the River,” as it is written, “Beyond the River your
fathers dwelt of old”; and this is the river that goes out of Eden (and see what is written about this in

the discourse beginning “If in My statutes [you walk]”).
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And it is known that Eden is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), and “Who is wise? One who sees what
is born,” at the level of sight; and the river that goes out of Eden is the level of Binah (understand-
ing), which is the level of hearing and understanding, through contemplation of His greatness,

may He be blessed.
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Now, the Sea of Reeds was cut into twelve parts, according to the number of the tribes of the chil-
dren of Israel, as it is written, “To Him who cut the Sea of Reeds into parts, for His kindness is for-
ever,” so that each and every tribe would be set on its own path, “each one according to his own

measure”
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(and see what is written in the discourse beginning “A psalm, a song for the dedication of the
House”). And regarding the Time to Come it is written, “and strike it into seven streams,” corre-

sponding to the level of the seven shepherds: the three Patriarchs and the four Matriarchs.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/tzav/9/ 3



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS TZAV - MAAMAR 9 15 NA%Y SYPaWN 012 NI%A DIRN 00N NYw...

MO 1772 WURYY LT0DY 10019 YWY 15 1910 21 N7YAA 1AM SRR 1772 0930 T 1IYn wUnY)
.(0°1°71 NYAw TIRD 0o NYAW 1733 73257 IR

(See what is written about the seven shepherds in the discourse beginning “I saw, and behold, a
menorah all of gold,” etc., “and its seven lamps upon it.” And see what is written in the discourse
beginning “And the light of the moon shall be,” on the matter of “sevenfold, as the light of the sev-

en days.”)

NIRDDI 1IRIR 22N [x125 Tny5] 2799 DaR 9717 7737 92 032 7Pan1 R PwayT 1t any mIm
5”19 119K 912 IR

Now, at this time, in the present, the level of “beyond the River” mentioned above is not revealed;

but regarding the Time to Come it is written, “I will show him wonders”: “I will show him,” the level

of sight, as mentioned above.
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And this is [the meaning of] “I will thank You, Havayah, for You were angry with me”: that is, suffer-
ings, the hardship of the subjugation, [and of] livelihood; and therefore “Your anger will turn away,
and You will comfort me”: for through having endured the poverty and the distress, we will merit

the level of revelation of the level of “beyond the River,” as mentioned above.
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And this is [why it says| “Six days you shall eat matzos,” and not seven days: for this verse is said
about the future, when the seventh day will be “an Atzeres to Havayah your G-d,” the level of “be-
yond the River” that goes out of Eden, in which there is no eating, etc.;
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therefore there will be no eating of matzah, “the bread of poverty,” on it. And therefore it is written,
“you shall not do work,” without qualification, and not “laborious work,” as is written of the other

festivals, on which [preparing] food for a person (ochel nefesh) was permitted.
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But on the seventh day mentioned above, in the Time to Come, “you shall not do work” without
qualification: even work for ochel nefesh is also implied, since on it there is no eating, etc., as men-

tioned above.
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Now, although on the first nights of Pesach the level of the mature intellect (mochin degadlus) was

revealed, as is known, this was only for the moment, in the manner of a leap (dilug), not in the way
of nature;
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and therefore there must be the Counting of the Omer after the level of revelation mentioned
above, “Today is one day,” etc.: that is, in order to draw [it| down in [the manner of] “Little by little I
will drive them out”
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(that is to say, that on each day the refinement (birur) of one of the emotive attributes (middos) in

the animal soul is accomplished, through the drawing-down of “Today is [such-and-such a] day,”

etc.).
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By way of analogy, it is like one who gave his friend a gift, a purse full of gold coins: at first he re-
ceives the gift at one time, in general, and after this he counts and tallies the gold coins little by lit-

tle, in particular.
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(And see what is written at the beginning of Parshas Shelach on the matter of igulim and yosher
(circles and line), which is also like the matter of general and particular; and see what is written at

the end of the discourse beginning “As an eagle stirs up [its nest].”)
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