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A brief explanation of the verse “And you shall eat, eating...,” etc. To understand how the “fish of
the sea” (nunei yama), which are the souls drawn from the union of Abba and Imma (Chochmah
and Binah) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) — how they can be considered the level of “animals”

in comparison with the new souls of the Time to Come.
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The matter is as is explained elsewhere, in the explanation on the verse “And these are the laws,”
concerning the meaning of “And I will sow the house of Israel [with] the seed of man and the seed
of animal”: behemah (animal) has the numerical value of the Name Ban (52), the souls of the World

of Beriah (Creation); adam (man) is the Name Mah (45), the souls of Atzilus.
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For Atzilus is the level of adam, [as in] “I will resemble (adameh) the Most High,” since it is nothing
but [a movement]| from concealment to revelation: Atzilus is from the same root as “and He drew
(vayaetzel),” etc.; whereas in Beriah [there is] a new coming into being of something from nothing.
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(And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “They shall bring royal apparel,” in the dis-
course beginning “To understand the difference”: that is, at the level of the kav (line of light) and

the thread, etc., and it is the beginning of revelation, in Chochmah (wisdom), etc.; see there.)
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Now, within Atzilus itself there are also four levels, Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah (Formation) and Asiyah
(Action), as is explained below in the explanation on the verse “Who has counted...,” etc., “...the
fourth part of Israel”; that is, the levels of nefesh, ruach and neshamah of Atzilus are the Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus.
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And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “And now, I pray, let [the power| be great”;

and they are Binah (understanding), Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Malchus

(sovereignty), and chayah and yechidah are called the Atzilus within Atzilus. And see in Etz Chaim,

Sha’ar 41, chapter 7, and in the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto), at the beginning of Parshas Korach,

on folio 176b, in the passage beginning “Lacking a yud.”
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Now, it is stated in [Sefer Ha]Gilgulim, chapter 19, that Adam, the first man, before the sin, had a
soul for [his] soul from Atzilus, etc.; and see there, chapter 1. And this is the level of the Atzilus

within Atzilus.
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And this is the meaning of “man in the way of the Atzilus above,” mentioned in the Zohar, Part II, at

the beginning of Parshas Mishpatim, folio 94, end of side b: “[If] he merits more, they give him

Havayabh in its fullness, etc., for he is man in the way of the Atzilus above, etc., and of him it is said,

‘And have dominion over the fish of the sea,’ etc.”
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And so it is stated further in the Raaya Mehemna, in the addenda (Hashmatos) of the Zohar at the

end of Part I, section 50, concerning Moshe: “Your Mah [is] the prayer of Shabbos, of which it is

said, ‘And have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens,’ etc.”
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That is, Mah is the level of “man in the way of the Atzilus above,” as it is written: “Within is the

Name Mah, which is the way of Atzilus.”
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And the three levels at the beginning are the Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus: for “daughter”
and “son” are the nefesh and ruach of Atzilus, from Z’eir Anpin and Nukva (the feminine /
Malchus) of Atzilus, and “the neshamah from the side of Abba and Imma” is the neshamah of
Atzilus that is drawn from the union of Abba and Imma. And this is [the meaning of| the nunei

yama mentioned above.
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And so it is explained in Eshel Avraham, Parshas Chayei Sarah; and so it is implied on reading the
explanation in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Mayin Nukvin uMayin Duchrin (the feminine and masculine wa-
ters), Derush 4, although the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) and the Mikdash Melech explain it
differently.
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And this is what is written in Parshas Bereishis, in the discourse beginning “Behold, the man has

become like one of us”: that Adam, the first man, was high above even Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai,
on a truly different order, etc.
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For indeed, even the very lofty souls that are from the union of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and
Binah) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), which is the neshamah of Atzilus, are, compared with
the soul of Adam, the first man, like Beriah in relation to Atzilus itself, as mentioned above. (And
see in the Zohar, Terumabh, folio 167b.)
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And this is [the meaning of| what is written in Bereishis Rabbah, chapter 21, in explaining “Behold,
the man has become like one of us”: “Like the Only One of the world, as it is said, ‘Hear, O Israel,
Havayabh is our G-d, Havayah is One.’”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/tzav/2/ 4



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS TZAV - MAAMAR 2 "9 T?\DN Dn‘?:x1 P1OB '?37 wyn &)

[mat mwn 297 PRI 7D 19 711 9531 DORWT 1YY 0% NATA 1T DR 193 M wUha mam
7027 [mawa ma wea] 1793 1AW aFalelird)

Now, regarding what the Zohar says, “and of him it is said, ‘And have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing,’ etc.,” the Ramaz explains, ac-
cording to his approach, that these are the nefesh, ruach and neshamah of Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah.
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But according to what was said above, it can be said that these are the nefesh, ruach and neshamah

of Atzilus: for “the fish of the sea” are the nunei yama, which are the neshamah of Atzilus itself, and

“bird” is from the level of the ruach of Atzilus, etc.
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And even so, since they are the Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus, therefore of Adam, the first
man, who was from the Atzilus within Atzilus, it is said, “And have dominion (u-redu) over the fish
of the sea,” etc., meaning that he is to bring down (yorid) and draw the life-force into the Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah of Atzilus, and into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah themselves.
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For he, precisely, is the level of actual adam, [as in] “I will resemble (adameh) the Most High,” be-

cause he is from the level of Atzilus, etc.
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And this is also [the meaning of] what is said concerning Moshe, “Your Mah,” etc.: for Moshe at-
tained the chayah, which is above the level of the neshamah of Atzilus,
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and this too is from the level of the Atzilus within Atzilus, according to what the Ramaz (Rabbi
Moshe Zacuto) wrote on Parshas Bo, on folio 40: that he attained the chayah from the inner dimen-

sion (pnimiyus) of Arich [Anpin], etc., which flows to Abba, etc.
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And this is the matter of the Mah of Moshe. And as is written above in the explanation on the verse
“My dove,” the Name Mah, “which is the way of Atzilus,” is from the level of Keser (the Crown),
etc.; and therefore it is said of it, “And have dominion over the fish of the sea,” etc., as mentioned
above.
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Or it can be said that [“the fish of the sea”] refers to the angels of Atzilus, who are also called nunei
yama.
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And with this one can explain what is said in the Zohar, Part I, folio 71, on the verse “And all the fish

9,

of the sea, into your hand they are given”: “and even the nunei yama.” For it is difficult: what is [the
point of] “and even”? For dagei hayam (“the fish of the sea”) is [the same as| nunei yama.
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Rather, it must be that it means: it refers even to the supernal nunei yama, that is, the angels, etc.
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But the connection of the level of the Mah of Moshe with the prayer of Shabbos [is| because Mah is
the level of self-nullification (bittul), and this is the matter of the prayer of Shabbos, the level of
Atzilus, etc.
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And see what is written on the verse “You shall keep My Shabbosos,” concerning the higher
Shabbos, the level of “for on it He rested from all His work which He created (bara),” that is, far

above the level of Beriah within Atzilus, etc.; see there.
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Now, it is explained on the verse “My dove,” concerning “and go to yourself,” that the source and
root of the souls of Israel is from the level of the primordial thought, etc., Chochmah (wisdom) and
the Supreme Keser (Crown), etc.; only that this is at the level of a makif (an encompassing [light]),

and it is called “their mazal.”
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And through prayer there is the level of “Arise to yourself,” to your root; and the main [time of] this

ascent is on Shabbos.
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And this is the matter of the additional soul (neshamah yeseirah), etc.; and therefore, “Your Mah

9

[is] the prayer of Shabbos, of which it is said, ‘And have dominion...,”” etc. And as is written there,

by virtue of this [Israel] is called “Israel is holy,” etc., “the first of His produce,” for they are the
source and foundation even of the level of the Torah, etc.
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And with this will be understood what is said in the Zohar, Parshas Bo, folio 34a, on the verse

“Come to Pharaoh,” etc.: “to a certain dragon,” etc., “and Moshe was afraid of it,” etc.
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For behold, “G-d has made the one opposite the other”: just as there are a Leviathan and nunei
yama in holiness, so too there are on the side of impurity; and of this it is said, “Leviathan the flee-
ing serpent,” etc., and likewise nunei yama, as is written in the Zohar there and in the Pardes,
Sha’ar 25, chapter 5.
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But “the one opposite the other” means the very opposite: for the Leviathan and nunei yama of ho-
liness are in utter self-nullification (bittul) in their source, in the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be
He — and see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Then Moshe and the children
of Israel sang,” in Parshas Beshalach —whereas of the Leviathan of kelipah (the husk) it is written,
“the great dragon,” etc., “who has said, ‘My river is my own,’” etc.: for, on the contrary, it is a

something (yesh) and a separate entity.
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And see in the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) on Parshas Yisro, folio 68b, on the matter of “the

priest of Midian.”
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Now, of Moshe it is written, “From the water I drew him,” for Moshe is “of the house of Levi,” the
level of the Leviathan (livyasan) of holiness, as is written in the Zohar, Parshas Shemos, folio 11,
end of side b, and as is written elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “And Lavan had two daugh-

ters,” etc.
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But he was raised higher still, to be at the level and rank of “man in the way of the Atzilus above,” of
which it is said, “And have dominion over the fish of the sea,” etc.
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But Moshe was humble beyond all men (adam), and regarded himself only at the level of his essen-
tial rank, “From the water I drew him”; and therefore he was afraid to come to Pharaoh, who is
called “the great dragon.” Since “He has made the one opposite the other,” it is awar.
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But the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Come to Pharaoh,” for of Moshe it is said, “And have
dominion over the fish of the sea,” etc. And see the Tikkunei Zohar, at the beginning of Tikkun 70.
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Now, according to this, the matter of the feast of the Leviathan and the wild ox (shor habar) of the
Time to Come will also be understood.
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For even according to the Ramaz’s explanation that “And have dominion over the fish of the sea,”
etc., refers to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, or to the angels of Atzilus,
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nevertheless, in relation to the new souls that will be revealed in the Time to Come from the level of
the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), it can be said that the meaning of “And
have dominion over the fish of the sea,” etc., is that it refers to the supernal souls of Atzilus, which
are called nunei yama, which will need to be elevated through the souls that will be revealed in the

Time to Come. And this is the matter of the feast of the Leviathan, as mentioned above.
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And although it is stated in Sha’arei Kedushah, Part III, that the souls of the present also have their
root in Adam Kadmon — see there, concerning the yechidah, which is from Adam Kadmon, etc. —
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yet it is explained in Etz Chaim that Adam Kadmon is called the Adam of Beriah, and Akudim is
called the Adam of Yetzirah, and Atzilus as a whole is called the Adam of Asiyah; of which it is said,

“You have made (asisa) them all with wisdom.”
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And the level of Atzilus is nothing other than the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), etc. And see
what is written about this in the explanation on the verse “their goings forth according to their

journeys,” in Parshas Masei.
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And therefore, in the Time to Come, when there will be a revelation of the Infinite Light that en-
compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), the level of the supernal Atzilus, therefore also the lofty and
mighty souls of the present, the level of nunei yama, whose root is from the supernal Beriah — as is
written in the Tikkunei Zohar, at its end: “the Adam of Beriah, which is ‘sea,” and the Adam of
Yetzirah, ‘ox,”” etc. — will be elevated through the new souls that will be revealed in the Time to
Come, speedily in our days, amen.
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And see on the subject of the new souls in Sefer HaGilgulim, chapter 7. And further, the matter of
the revelation of new souls from the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin),
which will be revealed in the Time to Come, will be understood from what is written in Parshas
Vayetzei, at the end of the discourse beginning “And I will return in peace to my father’s house,

and Havayah will be my Elokim,” etc.; see there.
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The explanation is that the root of the souls is drawn from the Name Havayah, as is written in the
discourse beginning “See, I set...” and in the discourse beginning “But Havayah your G-d would
not listen to Bilam,” etc.; only that afterwards they were drawn through the Name Elokim, to de-

scend and be enclothed in a body.
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(And see the Zohar, Part I1I, at the beginning of Parshas Bamidbar, and what is written on the verse
“How goodly.”)
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However, [regarding]| the Time to Come, Yaakov said that the Name Havayah will be only at the lev-
el of the Name Elokim in relation to the revelation of the very essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, that will be revealed then. That is: just as the Name Elokim is a shield and a

sheath, in which and through which the Name Havayah is drawn —
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and this is [the meaning of] “For Havayah is Elokim” — so in the Time to Come the revelation from

the essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, will be through the Name Havayah,

which will be at the level of the Name Elokim in relation to that revelation from the essence of the

Infinite Light, etc.
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And this is the matter of the new souls that will then be drawn from the Infinite Light that encom-

passes all worlds (sovev kol almin), only that they will be drawn through the level of the Elokim of

the Time to Come, which is the Name Havayah, etc.

now™ 3 W [707] 270 BRIY° XD DONYD "W UUH 1°1¥2 N°X°% °87 DD’P’?N MOIR 7772 v
(7717 779 ow) 1MXYI 171202 7P 7Y °AM (vro 270 ow) ']N'??Qu'l Y R

And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I am Havayah your G-d” of the section of tz-
itzis, concerning what is written twice, “but Israel shall be your name,” in Parshas Vayishlach: the
first through the angel (ibid. 32:29), and the second through the Holy One, blessed be He, in His
glory and His own Self (ibid. 35:10).
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And it is possible to say that this corresponds to the two levels of souls mentioned above, of the
present and of the Time to Come, etc. And see there.
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