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We need to understand why the Yom Tov of Pesach is on the day on which the miracle took place,
whereas Chanukah and Purim are on the day of rest.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Vayeshev, at the end of the discourse beginning “Thus says,”
etc., “and I will give you places to walk,” etc.) This will be understood by first introducing the mat-

ter of the light that fills (memalei) and [the light that] encompasses (sovev).
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Memalei means the light and life-force (chayus) that is drawn down from level to level: the world of
the souls, and afterwards the angels, until it is drawn down into this physical world. For it is known
that this world receives from the seventy princes, and the princes receive from the angels, “one

higher than the high,” [each from the one| above it.
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But sovev is the level of the light and life-force that is not drawn down by gradation from one to the
next, but to all of them as one. By way of analogy, in the soul, too, there are two kinds of flow of life-
force: one, that which is drawn down from level to level, from intellect to the emotive attributes

(middos), and from the emotive attributes to thought, and from thought to speech, etc.;
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and the second, that which shines upon all of them as one, not by being drawn down by gradation

from one to the next.
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This is what we see: when it arises in the will that is in his brain to do something with his foot, the
foot acts at once, truly in an instant, without any lapse of time until a radiance from the brain is
drawn into it through a chain of descent (hishtalshelus) in the order of the levels. This is necessari-

ly because the radiance of the brain also shines into it not by way of this gradation, etc.
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So too above there are two kinds of flow. The light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin) is the ra-
diance that is in a state of revelation and is drawn down in the order of the levels; of this it is writ-
ten, “The whole earth is full of His glory,” and “His glory” is the radiance (ziv), etc.
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But the light that encompasses (sovev) is that which is not truly revealed, except in the manner of
the outer dimension (chitzoniyus), yet not by gradation, and all are equal before Him: souls and
angels, the spiritual and the physical, and even the kelipos (husks). As it is written, “I fill the heav-
ens and the earth”: “I,” His being and essence, blessed be He, fills heaven and earth truly equally.
(And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “And Korach took.”)
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Now, of Pesach it is written, “And Havayah will pass over the doorway.” This means that the miracle
came about through the revelation of a radiance in the manner of leaping over, not through a

chain of descent (hishtalshelus) from level to level;
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and this is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), as it is said, “And I
will pass through”: I, and not an angel, etc. And the reason it had to be so, and not as with the camp
of Sennacherib, of which it is said, “An angel of Havayah went out and struck the camp of Assyria,”
and likewise with Sisera, etc., is that there it was only a mission, and nothing more, for a matter al-
ready prepared: “Go and strike them.”
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This is not so in Egypt: the plague of the firstborn, “every firstborn,” and discernment was needed
to know who was the firstborn of the father, since they were steeped in lewdness;
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and even the firstborn of the mother was also hard to know, for some of them were old. And it is not
within the power of an angel to discern this.
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As for the reason given in the books, that an angel cannot descend so far into a place of impurity, it
is forced, for the camp of Assyria proves [otherwise].
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But whatever the reason may be, the intent is all one: that then there was a revelation from the level
of the light that encompasses all worlds, and this is “I,” His being and essence, blessed be He, and
not from the level of the light that fills all worlds.
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With all this, the question raised above will be understood. For Yom Tov is the matter of the resting
of supernal holiness, and this revelation and this resting cannot take place until the outer forces
(chitzonim) that obstruct [it] are first removed, as it is written, “And you shall eradicate the evil,”

etc.
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Therefore, regarding Purim, first [came] “the slaying of their enemies, seventy-five thousand,” who
were Amalekites, which is a mighty kelipah (husk), as it is written, “Amalek was the first of the na-
tions, and his end shall be everlasting destruction,” and it is written, “You shall surely blot out,”

etc.; and the ten sons of Haman.

15 NAR ARIIWD T0NRI BTV L, ITRI MIDANT 1D MR mSwRY InnRwy Tnwn 010wy 9UnRY 4
19 719071 7119 Don TNIPAR 70 190NN SR wIN N°22 10T
And afterwards they made [it] “a day of feasting and gladness, and sending portions,” etc.: the rev-
elation of holiness. By way of analogy, when a king wishes to have a dwelling in a new house, it
must first be cleaned of all dirt and filth, etc.
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Therefore this took place over two days: one day the removal, and afterwards, on the next day, the
revelation. This is because the revelation was from the level of the light that fills all worlds
(memalei kol almin), which is by gradation: first it removes, etc., and it is impossible for both to be

at once.
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But as for the miracle of Pesach, which came through the revelation of the level of the light that en-
compasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), which is not in a state of division and shines to all as one,
therefore these two things could be in a single subject: the smiting of Egypt, the plague of the first-
born, and the revelation of holiness to Israel, until they said Hallel, etc.;
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and as for what is written in the books, that this was before midnight and that after midnight, it is
not so; rather, all of it was at one time.
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(And see what is written along these lines on the matter of ““‘Remember’ and ‘Keep’ were said in a
single utterance,” at the end of the discourse beginning “Remember the Shabbos day”; see there.)
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But [we need] to understand: since sovev is “the One who is equal and makes equal,” etc., as men-

tioned above, and before Him “darkness is as light,” and “If you are righteous,” etc., then how

could the smiting of Egypt, etc., be drawn from there itself?
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But the matter is [understood] according to what is written in Pri Etz Chaim, in the explanation of
“We were slaves,” etc., “and Havayah our G-d brought us out”: Abba and Imma, who enclothed the
arms of Arich Anpin.
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The explanation is: Israel’s root is from the level of the Face (panim), as it is written, “May Havayah
make His face shine upon you,” whereas Egypt’s root is from the level of the back (achorayim), the
nape: Pharaoh (7¥12) has the letters of ha-oref (77¥7), “the nape,” etc.
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And because they were in a state of the hiding of the Face, since it is said, “And Yosef died, and all
his brothers,” etc., and the flow was drawn down from the level of the back, “like one who throws
[something] behind his shoulders,” therefore “we were slaves to Pharaoh,” who also receives from
the level of the nape, etc.
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But afterwards, “and Havayah our G-d brought us out”: Abba and Imma, who enclothed, etc., so

i

that the flow would be drawn down in the manner of “May Havayah make His face shine,” and

through this it was drawn down “with us, selah.”
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Even though, regarding the level of the light that encompasses all worlds as it is in itself, it is said,
“darkness is as light,” as mentioned above, yet sovev in fact shines through the level of the light

that fills all worlds; for from the vacated space (chalal) the kav (line of light) is drawn, etc.

NITAYN 008N TR TR N0 WCARAW ekt xax] RPIR RPAN 122 31 Mwabnm 1em
man®

And by virtue of this enclothement in the level of memalei, Abba and Imma who enclothed, etc., it

came about that He brought us out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Vayishlach, in the discourse beginning “And a man wrestled
with him,” regarding “If you soar like the eagle, from there I will bring you down”; and in Parshas
Miketz, in the discourse beginning “For with You is the source of life,” on the explanation of “Look

down from Your holy dwelling, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel.”
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And above, at the end of the discourse beginning “To understand what is said in the Haggadah,
‘This matzah,’” regarding “I am He, and not another”; and in the discourse beginning “And you
shall eat, eating,” regarding “who has dealt wondrously with you”; and at the end of the discourse
beginning “Set me as a seal.” And see what is written on the matter of sovev shining through the

level of memalei in the discourse beginning “Let them bring royal apparel,” etc.
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And see what is written elsewhere on the Zohar at the beginning of Parshas Vayikra, on the matter
of “Ask for yourself a sign,” etc., that miracles come on two levels. The first is in the manner of “ask
it in the depth,” and this is from the final letter hei, which is enclothed in the garments of nature;
and the second is in the manner of “in the height above,” like the miracles of the Exodus from

Egypt and the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds, which depart entirely from the ways of nature.
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This is because it is drawn from the revelation of the level of the light that encompasses all worlds,
only that it shines through the level of memalei. And this is “in the height above”: this is the letter
yud of the Name Havayah; and this is the matter of Abba and Imma, who enclothed, etc., as men-
tioned above.)
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