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“Turn away your eyes,” etc. The explanation: for, behold, the righteous (tzaddikim) are called “the

eyes of Havayah,” as it is written, “The eye of Havayah is upon those who fear Him,” and it is writ-
ten, “He guarded him like the pupil of His eye.”
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Now, the eyes are the level of “face” (panim), for it is there that the main life-force is: sight [and]
hearing; and also, in the place where a person looks, there is his thought. Whereas in the level of
the back (achorayim) there is only a little life-force, that which is taken from the illumination and

radiance that are in the face;
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and this is the matter of the hair behind the nape, which is only an extension of mere illumination
and radiance from the life-force that is in the face. So too is the matter of Israel, who are the level of

“face,” where there are sight and hearing: “the eyes of Havayah roam,” etc.,
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as it is written, “May Havayah make His face shine upon you”: that is, that G-d shines upon them,

upon Israel, so that they will have the level of “face,” and will and longing for Him, may He be

blessed.
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(And as it is written, “For You my heart said, ‘Seek my face’”: that there be a revelation of the inner dimen-
sion of the heart; and this is through “Your face, Havayah, I will seek,” as is explained elsewhere on the

verse “When you go out,” etc. And this is “As water [reflects] face to face,” etc.)
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And what is written afterwards, in addition, “May Havayah lift up His face”: that is, even if at times

9

sins separate [us], so that we do not have the level of “face,” nevertheless G-d in His goodness

makes for us the level of “face,” even without any awareness at all. And this is “May Havayah lift up

His face to you,” etc.
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(And as is explained elsewhere, that the level of “lift up” (yisa) is an elevation upward, to a level where
there is no level of the back at all, which is above the level of tzimtzum (contraction); and therefore from
there will be drawn “an excess of loftiness” (yeser se’es), to lift up and to draw down the level of “face”

even at a time when we do not have the level of “face,”
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as it is said, “We have no face to entreat Your face.” And the first level is drawn down through the mitzvos
of the Torah, and this is “Your face, Havayah, I will seek”; and the second, through the mitzvos of the
Rabbis, as is stated in the Gemara, “And they are exacting [with themselves] down to an olive’s bulk,” etc.)
IR1D D°7IIRN™ P K Bw nenn 91 B9 0% nItna 1o 1°RW 12°°17 7Y N1PNIR Ay 73mM
%1812 N2 TWT

Now, Pharaoh (7y10) [has] the letters of ha-oref (77¥77), “the nape”: that is, that he has no level of

“face” at all, and all his life-force is only from the back, “like one who throws [something]| behind

his shoulders.”
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “Eisav my brother is a hairy man”: even as he is “my
brother,” in receiving a little illumination and radiance from holiness, it is only from the level of

hair, which is behind the nape, and not the level of “face” at all.
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And this is “We were slaves to Pharaoh,” etc., “and He brought us out,” etc., in the level of “face.”
And therefore each one of Israel, his will is always to cleave to the One G-d, and he does not want in
any way to be separated from Him; and even at the time he is occupied in business, it is only the

level of forgetfulness, which is also the level of the back.
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For indeed, even when he is reminded of the One G-d at the time he is occupied [in it], his heart will

be greatly aroused toward the One G-d. And this is “And who is like Your people, like Israel, one na-
tion on earth”: even while it is in the level of “earth,” it is “one nation.”
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(And see what is explained on the verse “Return, O Israel,” etc., [on] “while He is near,” etc., the
restoration of “face to face.”) And that it seems to us not to be so is only because of “a spirit of

folly,” etc.
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And this is “Sustain me with flagons”: for, behold, in the time of the Temple the Holy One, blessed
be He, was with us face to face, without any separating screen (see what is explained on the verse
“For the mountains shall depart”), and this is the matter of “love in delights.” Whereas now, in ex-

ile, a partition of iron interposes, etc.
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And it is called “lovesick,” for the senses of love have grown weak, and they call bitter sweet, be-
cause we have no taste and scent, as it is written, “Taste and see that Havayah is good,” etc.; “those

who taste it merit life”; “Havayah is good to all.”
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Therefore, although at the time of prayer everyone has the level of “face,” to long intensely to

cleave to the One G-d, nevertheless at the time he is occupied in business he is in a hiding of the

face from the One G-d.
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(And this is “My dove, in the hiding place of the steps”: for “my dove” is, as it is written, “Your eyes are
doves,” the level of “face,” and now it is “in the hiding place of the steps,” etc.)
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And even in the study of Torah in [its] physical plain meanings, in which the Torah has been en-
clothed through many and varied stages of descent (hishtalshelus), he likewise has no level of
“face” and cleaving to the One G-d, because of the partition that now interposes, so that it is the

level of “lovesick.”

©IAn 92 T20RT DX PIAMY 02PN 212 RIAW MRIWRN 1°° 9291 MW YR °1121R0 Nwpan '[D'?‘l
Therefore she asks, “Sustain me with flagons”: jugs of the preserved wine, which is the level that
sustains and strengthens the love, so that it shall not falter;
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(and as is explained in the discourse beginning “His eyes are red with wine”: from what one tastes of the
wine of the Torah, the inner dimension of the Torah, “wine enters, a secret comes out”; this is the revela-
tion of the level of “great love” (ahavah rabbah), etc.; and one becomes “red of eyes,” the fiery passion of

love, and also “chachlili”: the palate (cheich) that tastes, etc.)
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but rather that it always be in the level of expiring, “my soul expires,” for the One G-d. And this is
the request of the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), “Sustain me with flagons”: that through

this “my eyes [will be| always toward Havayah,” and not occupied at all with lower matters.
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And to this the Holy One, blessed be He, answers her, “Turn away your eyes,” etc. (in [the Zohar,]
Parshas Vayechi, 247a; Kedoshim, 84a; and in the Midrash Rabbah on Song of Songs).
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For although this is a great level, yet it must be only for a time, at the time of prayer, the level of

“gazing upon the glory of the King”; but afterwards it must be in the level of “returning” (shov),
and this is the purpose of creation.
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For there would have been no need for the descent and enclothing of the soul below for the sake of

the “running” (ratzo), the level of “red of eyes,” etc.; for above, the ratzo is greater.
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And this is not the purpose of the [divine]| service, as is explained elsewhere on the verse “When
you come into the land of your dwellings.” Rather, there must be the level of ratzo and shov (run-
ning and returning): “If your heart runs, return to the One.”
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That is, when love and awe and a will to cleave to the One G-d are aroused, “return to the One,” so
that He may have a dwelling place among the lower realms,
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to draw down G-dliness into this world specifically, through the study of Torah in physical matters,
in [the laws of] the forbidden and the permitted and monetary laws, and the practice of charity and
acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim), and prayer with intent; in this way shall the main [part of

the] service be, and not in the level of ratzo alone.
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And this is “Turn away your eyes”: that not all should be in the level of ratzo alone. And this is
“from opposite Me” (minegdi), as is explained in [the Zohar,] Parshas Acharei (79b) concerning
“Seraphim stood above Him.”
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And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “And Yaakov sent,” concerning Ben Azzai.

“For they have magnified Me” (hirhivuni): the meaning is an expression of greatness, as it is writ-

ten, “And I will magnify Myself,” etc.
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For the level of ratzo mentioned above is drawn from contemplating the greatness of G-d: how “His

greatness is unsearchable” and “all before Him is considered as nothing.” And therefore he will
want and desire to be absorbed above, and not to be below.
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But His will, may He be blessed, is specifically to have a dwelling place among the lower realms, for
“in the place of His greatness, there you find His humility.”
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Whereas the level of ratzo alone is the level of “they have magnified Me” (hirhivuni), the level of
exaltation and greatness, to rise upward without there being the level of the dwelling place among
the lower realms, which is called “His humility.” And as it is written, “I will sing to Havayah”: the

level of ratzo; “for He is exalted, exalted”: the level of loftiness, etc.
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And this is the level of “And the Levite shall serve—he” (ve’avad haLevi hu): to rise from the re-
vealed world (alma de’isgalya) to the hidden world (alma de’iskasya), which is called “He” (hu), the

level of “You are He, Havayah, alone.”
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Therefore the service of the Levites was to sing, etc. But the Levites were subordinate to the
Kohanim (priests), as it is written, “And they shall be joined to you and minister to you.”
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For the main thing is the drawing down that comes afterwards, the level of shov, etc. And the
melody of the Levites, too, was in the level of ratzo and shov.
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Therefore, “And Aharon shall wave them,” etc., to sweeten the Gevuros (forces of restraint) with the
Chassadim (kindnesses). For the level of shov is more truly His greatness, as it is said, “And humil-

ity is greater than all of them.”
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And you may know that it is so, for indeed it is said, “High above all,” etc., “Who is like Havayah
our G-d,” etc., “who lowers [Himself],” etc.
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The meaning is: the idolaters also exalt Him, and because of how greatly they exalt Him, for they
call Him “the G-d of gods,” exalted on high, they diminish the drawing down of His G-dliness into

this world; for they say that it is a lowering for Him to watch over [what is] below.
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But in truth, “Who is like Havayah our G-d, who is enthroned on high,” more than the loftiness that
they reckon. For they hold that coming into being from Him, may He be blessed, is in the manner
of cause and effect, and that there are a great many links in the chain (hishtalshelus) of cause and

effect, so and so many, until the lowly world came into being.
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And therefore it is a lowering for the First Cause and Reason to lower Himself so far down; and
therefore they hold that He does not watch over [what is| below, etc.
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But in truth He, may He be blessed, is far, far above this level of cause and effect, for He, may He

be blessed, is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), and with Him,

may He be blessed, the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) and the physical World of Asiyah (Ac-

tion) are both equal.
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If so, just as He watches over the higher Chochmah, so exactly does He watch over the physical

Asiyah, and over all the doings of man: his walking, his sitting and his rising, and all his needs, etc.
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And this is “And humility is greater than all of them.” And this is [the meaning of] “for He is exalt-
ed, exalted”: that His loftiness is more than the level of exaltation and greatness. And this is [the

meaning of] “who lowers [Himself] to look in heaven and on earth.”
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And from this we will understand, too, regarding the way of [divine] service: that if the service is
only in the level of ratzo alone, to be absorbed above, this is “for they have magnified Me”: that His

greatness, may He be blessed, is above.
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And this is so only from the perspective of the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol
almin) and the chain (hishtalshelus) of cause and effect: in this level it is applicable to say so, that

His greatness is revealed more above;
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but in truth, in the level of the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), above and below
are equal. And therefore the main [part of the] service is specifically in the level of shov: in the
study of Torah in physical matters, and charity and acts of kindness (gemilus chassadim) in actual
deed.
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And this is the statement of the Holy One, blessed be He, to the Congregation of Israel (Knesses
Yisrael): that she should not be only in the level of ratzo alone, but rather “Turn away your eyes
from Me,” and let your service be in lower matters, to draw down G-dliness below. And this is “And

to your husband shall be your longing, and he shall rule over you.”
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And this is “Magnified and sanctified,” etc., “in the world that He created,” etc.: that because He,

may He be blessed, is holy and separate from all the worlds, therefore the revelation of His

G-dliness will be drawn down into this physical world, etc.
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And as is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “the great and holy King in heaven and on earth”:
“the great King” is the level of the light that fills all worlds, but “the holy” is the light that encom-

passes all worlds; and therefore He is in heaven and on earth equally, as one.
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“Your hair is like a flock of goats.” The meaning: If you will say, how is this path possible, to be oc-
cupied in [divine] service in lower matters? Surely, G-d forbid, when one’s thought delves deeply

into lower matters, one will remain without any cleaving and holiness at all toward the One G-d.
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And about this He said, “Your hair is like a flock of goats”: for hairs are the excess of the body, not
the essence of the body; and therefore it is stated in the Zohar that in the hairs of goats the external

forces draw nourishment.
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(And so too, when one is occupied with lower matters, one falls from the level of “face” mentioned
above into the level of the back, from which the hairs and the excesses are drawn; and this is clev-
erness in worldly matters, and it is called “the excesses of the intellect” (mosrei mochin), and this
is the level of “like a flock of goats.” Whereas from the level of “face” there is no place for these

hairs, as mentioned above.
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And if so, how did He say, “Turn away your eyes,” etc., not to be in the level of ratzo, etc., but rather
in the level of shov, in service in lower matters? Surely from this there can be drawn the level of
“your hair,” etc.
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For although Torah and mitzvos are, on the contrary, the ultimate level of “face,” as it is said, “For
by the light of Your face You gave us,” etc., yet since they have been enclothed in physical matters,
and these physical matters are the level of the back, if so, one can be drawn after the physicality of
the matters. And therefore they said, “One who says, ‘I have nothing but Torah,’ does not have even
Torah.” And see what is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “To understand the matter

of the blessings,” concerning concluding with “Blessed” (baruch).)
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But about this He said, “that were shorn (galshu) from Mount Gilead.” Gelisha: the Targum [the
Aramaic translation] of “baldness” (karachas) is glishta; and in the Zohar, Parshas Vayechi (217),
“One who shaves,” etc. And see what is explained in the discourse beginning “When you go out,”

regarding “and she shall shave her head.”
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That is: on the contrary, through occupation with the Torah and mitzvos, which are themselves
from the level of “face,” therefore, even though they have been enclothed in physical matters, they
have the power to push away and remove the excesses of the intellect, when one sets his heart to
this.
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And this is drawn from Mount Gilead. The meaning: this was already done in the days of Yaakov
and Lavan, who set up Gal-ed [“the mound of witness”] as an interposing partition, as it is written,

9 3

“This mound is witness,” “if [one] is hidden,” etc., so that the kelipos (husks) will not draw near to

holiness when this mound is seen.
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(And this is the level of the screen that interposes between holiness and the sitra achra (the other side), the
level of Chashmal [the “electrum” of Ezekiel’s vision]; and its root is from the screen that interposes be-
tween the World of Atzilus (Emanation) and [the World of] Beriah (Creation), for through this screen the ke-

lipos cannot draw near to the holiness of Atzilus, which is the light of the Torah and mitzvos.)
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And the matter of this mound in [divine] service, and that it is called Mount Gilead, is what our
Sages, of blessed memory, said: “To the wicked it seems like a strand of hair, and to the righteous it
seems like a mountain”; and “Your people are all righteous.” The meaning: that every small prohi-
bition seems to them like a mountain and a screen that separates between him and his Maker.
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(And this comes and is drawn from the level of fear of sin (yiras chet); and the matter of fear of sin is the
level of awe that is included in love: that because of the intensity of the love, one is afraid of sin, lest the
cord of love be severed, etc. And therefore it seems to him like a mountain and a separating screen, and it

is called Mount Gilead, which is an interposing partition, etc.
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Or: “mountain” is the love and Chesed (kindness) of holiness, from which fear of sin is drawn, to be a gal-
ed (a mound of witness) and an interposing partition between him and the sitra achra. And see what is ex-
plained on the matter of fear of sin in the discourse beginning “And Korach took,” and in the discourse

beginning “The heads of the tribes,” and in the discourse beginning “These are the journeys.”)
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And consequently, when he takes to heart all that was said above, that even the lightest of light

transgressions is the level of a mountain and an interposing partition, then of itself he will not re-

main, G-d forbid, in physical matters without the heart’s intent: the drawing down of G-dliness in

this speech.
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And this is “he shaves the Matronisa [the Queen]|” (gelish leMatronisa) through this service, for it is

the shaving of the hair of the Matronisa. And see what is explained at the end of the discourse be-

ginning “On the eighth day he sent,” regarding “Before His cold,” etc.
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Gal-ed is [a mound] of stones: when a house falls and becomes a ruin, it is called a gal (a heap). So
too, stones are letters, and when the combinations of letters are in idle words, a ruined house is

made; and therefore this is a mountain and a separating screen, etc.
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