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To understand, with a thorough explanation, the meaning of “leaping over the mountains, skipping

over the hills, etc.”: it will be understood through what is written about the eglah arufah (the calf

whose neck is broken), “And they shall break its neck at the nachal eisan [a rugged valley].”
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And they explained in the Mishnah and in the Gemara, in the ninth chapter of Sotah (folio 46), that
the nachal eisan is hard, that it does not produce fruit. The Holy One, blessed be He, said: “Let a
thing that did not produce fruit come and have its neck broken, etc., and atone for the one whom
[the killer] did not allow to produce fruit.”
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What are the “fruits”? If you say [they are| being fruitful and multiplying, then, if so, for an old man

or a eunuch would we likewise not break [the calf’s] neck? Rather, [they are] mitzvos.
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Now, it is explained here that it calls mitzvos “fruits.”
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And to understand the analogy of fruits, to which it likened the mitzvos: this is the matter of sow-

ing, in which one sows the seed in the earth, and that seed rots, and afterwards a tree grows from it
and produces fruits after the pattern of that seed, such as apples and the like.
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Now, the growth comes chiefly from the power of growth in the earth, from the utterance “Let the
earth sprout vegetation, etc.”; and it is something spiritual, and it can make things grow without

measure;
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and also the different tastes there are among fruits, sweet or sour, etc.: all of it is from the power of
growth mentioned above;
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and it is according to the combination and blending, the inclusion of Chasadim (kindnesses) in
Gevuros (restraints) or of Gevuros in Chasadim, etc. (as is written elsewhere, in the discourse be-
ginning “Eliyahu opened”). If so, we must understand what the sowing of the seed in the earth is

for.
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But the sowing of the seed is the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters) to the power of growth,
which is a spiritual power and cannot be enclothed and contracted unless there is first a vessel; and
then the power of growth rests and is revealed, and it makes things grow specifically after the pat-

tern of that seed,
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as is seen with the senses: according to the seed that is sown in the earth, so will be the growth and
what is brought forth from the earth.
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And according to this, the matter of the mitzvos, which it likened to fruits, will be understood. For it
is written, “Light is sown for the tzaddik [the righteous one], etc.”: the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof),
which is drawn forth and emanated from Him, blessed be He, is called “sowing,” as above (and see
the Zohar, Terumah, 166b).
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That is: in truth, in relation to His essence and being, blessed be He, “[He is] not of any of these at-

tributes at all,” etc.
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And even the level of Chochmah (wisdom) is at the level of physical action, as is known from what
iswritten in Etz Chaim on the saying of the Zohar, “When it arose in the will to create the world.”
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The meaning: “it arose (salik) in the will” is the tzimtzum (contraction) and the withdrawal
(histalkus) of the level of His essence, so that the ten Sefiros of Atzilus (Emanation) might be em-

anated, the enclothing of lights in vessels.
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And this is the lengthy [process] mentioned in Etz Chaim, the matter of the kav (line of light), the

chut (thread) and the chalal (vacated space), etc., which is many and mighty contractions, so that

the level of Atzilus might come into being.
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And this was at the beginning of creation: “The world is built by kindness.” But now everything de-
pends specifically on the deeds of the lower beings, as is known [from] the order of the chain of de-
scending worlds (hishtalshelus); and especially, to draw down a new light, for this there must be

the raising of mayin nukvin and an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata).
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And this is [the meaning of] “Light is sown for the tzaddik,” mentioned above: it is specifically the
actual fulfillment of the mitzvos in deed. Through this the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) rests and is re-
vealed, so as to be in a vessel and in comprehension, until they can enjoy the radiance of the
Shechinah (Divine Presence) in the Garden of Eden, each one according to his rank and his service
in fulfilling the Torah and mitzvos in this world.
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(And see what is written on the analogy mentioned above, of sowing the seed, and on what it illustrates,
etc., in Parshas Behar, in the discourse beginning “When you come into the land”; and in the discourse
beginning “For as the earth brings forth its growth”; and in the discourse beginning “In days to come he
shall take root”; and in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the epistle beginning “He sows righteousness”; and on

“Light is sown for the tzaddik,” in the discourse beginning “There are sixty queens.”)
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2. Like the mitzvah of counting the omer, which the children of Israel were commanded [to begin]
on the morrow of Pesach. That is: Pesach, which was on the first night, is the level of leaping
(dilug), as mentioned above, from the level of the essence of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), the essence
of the Emanator, etc., over the doorway, which is the level of Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus
(Emanation).
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And from then on it is through drawing down the light by the performance of this mitzvah. And
this is the matter of the counting, in which we say, “Today is day one,” etc.
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Yom (“day”) has the numerical value of Kel Havayah, etc., and it alludes to the drawing down of the

light from the level of the Infinite One to the level of Malchus, which is called omer, etc.
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That is, because there are several levels and grades. Malchus (sovereignty) at the level of Atzilus
(Emanation) is called the level of “man” (adam), as it is written, “And the likeness of their faces was
the face of a man, etc.,” and “Upon the likeness of the throne, etc.”
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And when she is enclothed in the World of Beriah (Creation), she is called the level of “animal” (be-
hemah), as it iswritten, “He makes grass grow for the animal, etc.,” [and| “the beasts on a thousand
mountains, etc.” And this is the lowest level in Malchus, Malchus of Malchus, which descends and

is hidden in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah: “And she gives food (teref) to her household.”
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And this is [why] the meal-offering of the omer is of barley, which is animal food. Meaning: just as

with a man’s food, through which the power of his life-force (chayus) is strengthened and spreads

through his limbs, so it is with the meal-offering of barley, which is animal food: se’orah (barley) is

shiur hei (the measure of hei).
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Meaning: in order for the level of Malchus (sovereignty) to be enclothed so as to give life to crea-

tures, which are at the level of limit and finitude, for this a radiance must be drawn down from

above;
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and this is through the offering that they offered on the altar, which was done specifically accord-

ing to His wisdom and will, blessed be He, as it is said in the Torah, “an unblemished lamb, etc.”
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And its meal-offering was specifically two tenths [of an ephah], whereas regarding the other offer-
ings it is said, “and one tenth for each lamb.” And “its libation [was] wine, a quarter of the hin [a

liquid measure].”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/shir-hashirim/14/ 6



LIKKUTEI TORAH - SHIR HASHIRIM - MAAMAR 14 DY Py YEPn 0000 Py AT 1Y A,

19901 111 KD 719180 INMIRY 0D DY ARY P70 N°Y°I7 PO 0T KD NN Oy D920 1w XD

.0°7193

And even the oil that was mixed with its meal-offering was only a quarter of the hin; for although its
meal-offering was doubled, its libations were not doubled.
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(The fact that its meal-offering is doubled may be explained along the lines of “There is no drop that de-
scends from above without two drops rising opposite it,” for the omer is essentially the elevation of the

Name Ban [52], etc.
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Alternatively, it may be explained along the lines of what is written elsewhere regarding charity: that the
middling measure is to give a tithe, “the tenth shall be holy,” and the choicest way of the mitzvah is to give
a fifth, for “their end is wedged in their beginning and their beginning in their end,” as in the saying, “I
will surely give a tenth (aser a’asrenu) to You”: twice a tithe, from below upward and from above down-

ward. And along these lines it may be explained here too.
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For since the omer is the level of Malchus (sovereignty), and Malchus, from above downward, is the level
of the tenth, while from below upward it is the level of Keser (the Crown); as is written on “Show me your
appearance, etc.”: that through the partition (parsa) that divides at the end of Atzilus (Emanation), the

light breaks through as returning light (or chozer), etc.; see there.
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Therefore, since the omer is the elevation of the Name Ban, the level of returning light, the lamb that came
with the omer had a meal-offering of two tenths, etc.: the level of Malchus and the level of Keser, etc., from

above downward and from below upward as one.
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Alternatively, along the lines of what is written in the Zohar, Parshas Chayei Sarah, and in Likkutei Torah
[of the Arizal] there, that the Name Ban is called “the Machpelah” (the doubled). And see the Pardes, in the
Erchei HaKinuyim, under the entry Asaron (“a tenth”), and the Raaya Mehemna [the Faithful Shepherd, a
section of the Zohar], Parshas Pinchas, folio 255.)
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Now, through their offering the sacrifice on the altar according to its law and its ordinance, by the
kohen [priest], who knew how to direct his intent in this, the fire from above would rest and be re-
vealed upon the altar;
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and this is the drawing down and resting of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in the level of Malchus
through the performance of this mitzvah;
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and likewise with the other mitzvos, tzitzis and tefillin, which are truly like the sowing of the seed
in the earth, which is swallowed up and rots in the earth; and through them the power of growth

rests and is revealed in a vessel, which is the level of Malchus.
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And this is the meaning of the counting of forty-nine days, in which we draw a radiance and a
drawing-down into the level of Malchus (sovereignty) during the forty-nine days until Shavuos,
which is the level of Keser (the Crown), so that they become equal in their stature; this is the ascent

of Malchus, and then it is called the level of “man.”
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And on Shavuos they would offer the two loaves, which come from wheat, which is the food of man,
etc. Chitah (“wheat”) is [in numerical value| the twenty-two letters of the Torah, and then is the

time of the giving of the Torah.
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The reason that through the performance of this mitzvah a radiance from above is drawn down
and revealed is that the fulfillment of the mitzvos is done specifically with physical things,
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such as offerings from sheep and goats, and likewise tzitzis from wool and tefillin from parchment,
physical [things]; and their root is from the 288 sparks from the World of Tohu (chaos), “And these

are the kings, etc.”
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And through the fulfillment of the mitzvos the good is elevated and refined to its place; and its root

is Ban of Sag [63], which is higher than the Name Mah [45] that refines the Name Ban.
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And this is the matter of the whole Torah: “And Havayah spoke to Moshe, saying.” Moshe is the lev-
el of Chochmah (wisdom), the level of Mah, the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) in
Chochmah; “Speak to the children of Israel, etc.” are the level of Netzach (victory) and Hod (splen-
dor), etc., the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) and the drawings-down from

above to below.
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3. Now, for this reason the 248 mitzvos are called “the 248 limbs of the King.” By way of analogy:

the life-force (chayus) that spreads and is enclothed in each and every limb, according to its tem-

perament, is through the blood.
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For “the blood is the soul,” and it is the natural heat; and as is known, the soul’s life-force comes
chiefly through the natural heat and the boiling of the blood, whereas, G-d forbid, the opposite is

coldness, which is the departure of the life-force from the body.
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So it is with the mitzvos, whose root and source is from the level of Keser (the Crown), the 620 pil-
lars of light, etc.
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As in the analogy of a pillar, through which [something] is drawn from above downward, etc., so
through the mitzvah the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn down to be enclothed in a vessel. And
the essence of this drawing-down is specifically the level of Gevurah (restraint), but not the level of

judgment, G-d forbid; rather, on the contrary, it is the main spreading of the life-force (chayus).
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And their root is from the level of the five Gevuros of Atik [the Ancient One], the botzina dekar-
dunisa (the “lamp of darkness”), which is higher than the level of the Chasadim (kindnesses). (And
see what is written in the discourse beginning “For on this day He shall atone,” on the subject of “I will
place you in the cleft of the rock”; and in the discourse beginning “I will greatly rejoice,” on the subject of
“My soul shall exult in my G-d”; and in the discourse beginning “You shall draw water,” regarding “the

cup of salvations.”)
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For from the level of the Chasadim there comes about only an encompassing level (makif), as it is
written, “and his right hand embraces me, etc.”: only the level of the back (achorayim).
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And although in this the power of the Chasadim is greater, in that they spread to a very low place,
as with Avraham, from whom Yishmael came forth, nevertheless it is solely at the level of an en-
compassing [light], and not at the level of an inner [light] (pnimi),
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whereas the flow of the Gevuros is specifically at the inner level, like the flow of the life-force into
the limb, etc.
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And therefore the mitzvos are called “fruits,” which is, by way of analogy, like food, which is inward
and is the main life-force of the body;
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for a person will not live without nourishment and food, even if he is clothed in many garments;
only if he eats will the powers of his body be strengthened.
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(And see what is written about this too in the discourse beginning “Then sang, etc., ‘Spring up, O well,””
and at the end of the discourse beginning “For the mountains shall depart,” on how through the mitzvos

inner light and encompassing light (or pnimi and or makif) are drawn down.)
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And the mitzvos are also called “garments,” as is known from the saying of the Zohar on “And

Avraham was old, coming with days,” that they are garments, meaning the level of an encompass-

ing [light].

RITW W22 "N22 11999 [y 1] P73 IR T 7303 NN Daph 19190 vt PR NRR2 00 110
MIXNT AwYn DY ORP IPTE2 MIYaM R N Mnn swiad

That is: in truth, the soul cannot receive and take pleasure from the radiance and light of the high-
er Garden of Eden without a garment, which is the garments of the mitzvos. And this is what is writ-
ten, “and the hills, through tzedakah [righteousness]”: it refers to the performance of the mitzvos;
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for in general all the mitzvos are called tzedakah (charity), as explained in Likkutei Amarim; and
the person who fulfills them is likewise called tzaddik, etc., for he performs tzedakah,
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as, by way of analogy, with the act of charity in the physical sense, when one gives a perutah (a

small coin) to a poor man and thereby gives him life; so it is with the fulfillment of the mitzvos: the

mitzvos are called tzedakah,
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for “He is tzaddik and she is tzedakah”: the level of Malchus (sovereignty), the source of the
Gevuros, etc., and as such she is called tzedek [justice]. But through tzedakah the [letter] hei is

drawn into her, and she is called tzedakah, etc.
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And this is the meaning of “leaping over the mountains,” which are the level of the Patriarchs:

leaping is with one foot; whereas “skipping over the hills”: skipping is the level of both feet togeth-
er, which is the level of “the left pushes away and the right draws near.”

0°9°PMY [n°nm1n / nPnean] 1010 1OR N1I°M2°2 WO NIRAT N3 D7

And as mentioned above, in the mitzvos there are these two levels, inner [lights] and encompassing

[lights].
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And the inner level is “the left pushes away,” so that the flow should be only according to the mea-
sure of the recipient; whereas the Chasadim (kindnesses), which are the root of the encompassing

[lights], descend from a high place to a very low place.
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And therefore it likened the Matriarchs, who are the level of the mitzvos, as mentioned above, to
“hills, through tzedakah”; for they were of a higher rank than the Patriarchs, and therefore they

were barren, for their souls were at the level of the masculine (dechura), etc.
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But now it is the Name Mah that refines the Name Ban; but after the refinement, then there will be
[the fulfillment of] “A woman of valor is the crown of her husband”: Ban will ascend into Sag. And

this is through the level of “and with all your might (me’odecha),” which is without limit;
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whereas “and with all your soul” is still at the level of a vessel; but the level of me’od is above the
level of a vessel, through subjugation (iskafya), specifically from the level of the Gevuros
(restraints), as is known of the superiority of the baal teshuvah (one who returns), who [comes]
“with greater strength,” etc. And this is sufficient for one who understands.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And these are the ordinances,” on “And I will sow the
house of Israel [with] the seed of man and the seed of beast, etc.”:
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“man” is the level of Daas (knowledge), the souls of Atzilus (Emanation); “beast” (behemah) is Ban, the
souls of Beriah (Creation), and from there one draws down the level of Daas into Beriah, Yetzirah and
Asiyah as well, etc.: “And I will give grass in your field for your cattle”; that is, because it is from the level of
the higher Daas, etc.; see there.
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And along these lines one can understand what was explained above about the ascent of Malchus (sover-

eignty) from the level called by the name “animal” to the level of “man”: that is, on Shavuos, the giving of

the Torah, for the Torah is from the level of the very highest Daas, as the Ramaz [Rabbi Moshe Zacuto]

writes at the beginning of Parshas Korach; and through this the level of Daas is drawn into the Community

of Israel (Knesses Yisrael).
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Now, it is explained elsewhere, in Parshas Shelach, in the discourse beginning “And if it is at all eaten,” on
the meal-offering of the libations, that the fine flour is the drawing down of Daas, and the oil and the wine

are Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah (understanding), etc.
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If so, according to this, regarding the lamb that came with the omer, whose meal-offering was doubled, two

tenths of fine flour, it may be explained that this is the drawing down of Daas from a higher level.
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And it is possible to say, along the lines of what was explained in the discourse beginning “And these are
the ordinances,” mentioned above, that in order to draw down Daas also into the level of “animal,” that is,

into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, the source of the drawing-down must be from above Atzilus.

M37 Twm3 Xp™T DURY 127 AwR 57Y 53 U1 19 NPT M3 °2 SN2 A MYT 5K %3 oD e
219 RS O3 M9 [ Y

That is as it is written, “For Havayah is a G-d of de’os (knowledges),” which includes two levels of Daas,
etc.; and as is also written on “Moshe would speak,” that specifically from there the power is drawn for the

revelation to be below as well, etc.
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And this is the matter of the two tenths: to allude to the higher Daas and the lower Daas. For although the
Daas that spreads to sustain the emotive attributes (middos) and give them life is called the lower Daas, in
order for it to be drawn down and spread also into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, the source of the drawing-

down must be from the higher Daas, etc.
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And although this level, in which [Malchus] is elevated from the level of “animal” to the level of “man,” is
specifically on Shavuos, it may be said that in the omer offering and the counting of the omer too there
must be a preparation for this, to draw down the level of Daas; for even transforming the emotive attribut-

es of the animal soul is specifically through Daas.
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And it may further be explained, regarding the two tenths of fine flour, according to what is written in Pri
Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Sefiras HaOmer, chapter 3, that from Daas, etc., it is doubled, at the level of inner light
(or pnimi) and the level of encompassing light (or makif), etc. And see further in the Pardes, in the Erchei

HaKinuyim, under the entry Asaron.)
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