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To understand the difference: on
Pesach it is written, “You shall offer
a fire-offering, a burnt-offering”
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To understand the difference: regarding Pesach it is written, “And you shall offer a fire-offering
(isheh), a burnt-offering (olah), a pleasing fragrance (rei’ach nichoach) to Havayah,” while regard-
ing Sukkos it is written, “a burnt-offering, a fire-offering.” For
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behold, [the Name] Havayah is the level of contraction and expansion, etc. For the yud is the level
of tzimtzum (contraction), a mere point, since the yud is the level of supernal Chochmah (wisdom).
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And although it is called “the sea of wisdom,” nevertheless it is no more than a mere glimmer rela-
tive to what is above wisdom, to the point that it is reckoned as the level of Asiyah (action), physical-
ity, etc.
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Therefore it is the level of the yud, which is only a small point, etc., relative to His very being and
essence, for whom [the light that] fills all worlds and [the light that] encompasses all worlds is
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no more than the level of a single thought before Him. And in order that He contract Himself, as it
were, to such an extent, one must arouse [Him] from below through an arousal from below (is-
arusa dilesata), by way of the self-nullification (bittul) of the will of the souls of Israel, as it is writ-

ten, “And besides You I desire nothing [on earth],” etc.:
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that there be a complete nullification of their very selves, so that there is no other will at all but the
will of G-d. Through this they arouse [a response] above as well, that He contract Himself, as it

were, to shine only as avery slight glimmer.
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For “spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit,” etc., so that there be contraction and expansion,
etc., which is called Havayah; and this comes about through the arousal from below mentioned
above. (See also what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “But Havayah your G-d would
not listen to Bilam.”)
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This is [the meaning of| “a fire-offering, a fragrance,” etc.: it is the level of the ascent from below to
above, through the arousal from below mentioned above. Through this there comes about an
arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila), so that there be nichoach, which is a term related to nachis

darga (descending a level): that there be a descent of His essence, etc.,
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to contract Himself into the level of the Name Havayah. This is “nichoach to Havayah,” etc. It is

like the analogy of fragrance, which restores the soul: the fragrance is smelled from below and ris-

es to one’s brain,
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yet through this the soul is restored, spreading through the body. So too, through the arousal from
below, from below to above, which is called “a fire-offering, a fragrance,” there comes about a
drawing down from above to below, so that there be “nichoach to Havayah,” etc. (See also what is

explained on this in the maamar beginning “You have captured my heart, my sister, [my]| bride.”)
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But all this is only an arousal from below in the mode of love and “flashes of fire,” etc. And it is
known that love is specifically from a distance (see on this the maamar beginning “And you shall
know this day”),
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for toward oneself a person feels no love at all, since he is in a state of complete unity [with

himself]. So too, the hidden love in every Jewish soul is to be united with Him, blessed be He, in ut-

ter unity, not in the mode of love and longing, but in the mode of
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a person with his own very life-force. (As is explained in the maamar beginning “Israel will be re-

deemed only through tzedakah,” that this is the meaning of “And Havayah your G-d will circum-

cise [your heart],” etc., “to love Havayah your G-d with all your heart and with all your soul, for the

sake of your life”; that is to say, for the sake
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that G-d alone is all your life; therefore this love is from the depth of the heart, from the very inner-

most point. See also what is explained on the subject of “And Havayah your G-d will circumcise

your heart” in the maamar beginning “See, I set [before you],” see there, in what is said there: “and

there will be no feeling of love, because it is the point of the very self,” etc.)
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This is because [Israel] “arose in [G-d’s] thought,” etc., and as it is written, “She is one,” etc., for
she is united in utter unity. And this is [the meaning of] “my perfect one” (tamasi): Rabbi Yannai

said, “my twin” (te’omasi), in Shir HaShirim Rabbah.
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Now, the revelation of the love is only on Shemini Atzeres, which is the level of the union of groom

and bride, as is explained in the maamar beginning “The Torah that [Moshe] commanded.”
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The meaning of this union is to be united with G-d in utter unity, in the mode of “to love,” etc., “for

the sake of your life,” as explained above.
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That is: bringing the hidden love mentioned above out of concealment into revelation comes about

only through a revelation and drawing down from above to below, beforehand, to every soul; and

through this one has the power to bring the love out of concealment into revelation. The drawing

down is through the level of “and His right hand embraces me,” which is during all the days of

Sukkos.
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But during all the days of Sukkos it is in the mode of a makif (an encompassing light), while the
revelation within is on Shemini Atzeres. And this revelation of the drawing down is called “He
causes the rain to fall.”
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For just like the rain, which comes from above to moisten the earth, and through it the power of

growth that is in the earth emerges from concealment into revelation, so that “it makes it bring

forth and sprout, and gives seed,” etc.,
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so too the revelation and drawing down that comes from above to each person is in order to bring
the love hidden in every soul out of concealment into revelation, so that there be the level of utter

union with G-d. And therefore we mention the “might of the rains” on Shemini Atzeres.
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Now, just as the descent of the rains from above cannot reach the earth except by the rains first be-

ing held back and covered in clouds,
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and also by their dividing afterward into drop after drop—which is why it is called “the might [ge-

vuros] of the rains,” because they descend with might [gevurah]; for water is expansion, and the

fact that they are held back in clouds and afterward divided into drops, etc.,
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is from the level of gevuros (restraints), and it is the level of the inclusion of gevuros within

chasadim (kindnesses) (see also what is explained in the discourse on “The voice of my beloved”

and on “And He will give strength to His king”)—

15 1m3] 9”143 {12 TNDIMY MR 1D NR 711 RO APn9% PIRD nun? K25 WDk OK 1R
19 MVYHNT TOM °Nan RITW N19107 Ana aoynbn Raw mpbx nownm M9

and without this they could not come down to the earth to moisten it and bring out of it the power
of growth that is hidden within it; so too the revelation and drawing down of G-dliness that comes
from above on the festival of Sukkos, which is from the level of Chesed (kindness) and expansion,
etc.,
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in order to bring out the hidden love mentioned above, cannot be except through being included
also with Gevurah (restraint), so that the flow first be held back and restrained.
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That is why it is called Atzeres, etc., for it was the level of holding back the flow (as is written in
Rabbah, Nasso, chapter 10, that it is from the language of “Please, let us detain you”), like the rain,

which is first covered in clouds and afterward divided into drops, etc.
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And then the union takes place, which is the level of the revelation of the hidden love mentioned
above; and this level of love is called by the name olah (burnt-offering, [literally, “ascending”]),
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because it ascends upward of its own accord, in the mode of utter union, since “Havayah’s
portion,” etc., “She is one,” etc.; and it is not in the mode of love and “flashes of fire,” as on all the

[other] festivals.
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Therefore we say “a burnt-offering, a fire-offering,” etc. Afterward we once again draw down the
Name Havayah anew, until the festival of Pesach; for in all the six months of winter there is no fes-

tival at all, since all three festivals are in the summer, etc.
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See on the subject of olah in Zohar III, at the beginning of Parshas Tzav, where the Ramaz remarks
on the subject of the spirit of man that ascends upward. See also what is explained in the maamar

beginning “Listen, O heavens,” on “and the spirit returns to
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G-d who gave it”; from there it will be understood that this ascent is to the very highest, the level of
“until Your people pass over, Havayah.” See also what is explained on “When you raise up the

lamps.”
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Now, isheh (fire-offering) is also esh H’ (“fire of H’”). See Zohar III, Pinchas (252b, end of the col-
umn), and as is explained in the maamar beginning “My offering, My bread” and in the maamar

2

beginning “And it shall be to you as tzitzis,” on “this one shall be called woman (ishah),” etc.

Nevertheless, the level of olah is higher, as explained above.
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And perhaps it is in the manner of what our Sages said regarding “When you raise up”: “By your
life, yours is greater than theirs”; that is, the raising of the lamps, the level of a flame that rises of

its own accord, is greater than the offerings, which are called “a fire-offering, a fragrance,” etc.
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See also what is explained in the maamar beginning “Because you did not serve.” It may also be

said that the level of isheh, esh H’, is chiefly the refinement of the element of fire in the animal
soul,
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whereas olah comes from the hidden love in the G-dly soul itself, the level of “the crown with which

his mother crowned him,” a level that does not exist at all on the opposing side, even after the re-

finement, as is explained at the end of the maamar beginning “Let them bring royal apparel.”
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One should also note, regarding isheh and olah, the subject of the two levels, the outer dimension
(chitzoniyus) of the heart and the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the heart, mentioned in the maa-
mar beginning “And you shall draw water,” which are the two levels of “bride” mentioned in the

maamar beginning “Shir HaShirim.”
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It is also stated in the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas, there, that the wood of the olah is the Tree
of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. If so, the level of olah itself is “above the wood,” that is, above
even the level of the Tree of Life. See also what is explained on the meaning of “above the wood” in

the maamar beginning “And you shall know this day.”
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See further on the subject of olah in Zohar III (258b). See also what is explained in the maamar be-

ginning “On the eighth day he sent,” on “Then the maiden shall rejoice in the dance”: the level of

az (“then”), which is the level of kedem (“before”), etc.
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And this is the meaning of “A locked garden,” etc., “a locked spring, a sealed fountain” (in Shir
HaShirim, chapter 4, 13): that is, the level of “and you shall not stray after your heart,” etc.,
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so as not to be in the state of a harlot, G-d forbid. See Zohar III, Emor (89a), on “and for his sister,
the maiden,” etc. And this is the concept of the closed mem, as is explained there in Parshas

Acharei (62b): “the closed mem,” etc.,
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“a sealed fountain.” For the open mem means that there is an opening and entrance for the exter-
nal forces to draw nourishment, by way of being enclothed in the animal soul.
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Not so the closed mem: it means “when darkness is subdued before light.” See also what is ex-
plained in the maamar beginning “When you go out,” on the meaning of “against your enemies”:

that the enemy has no dominion or hold there.
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Now, through being in the state of “and you shall not stray,” etc., one will come to the level of “so
that you remember” (tizkeru), that you be in the state of males (zecharim), as is explained

elsewhere.
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And this is also the meaning of olah, of which it is written, “he shall offer a male without blemish.”
See on this Zohar I (Vayechi, 246a, end of the column). That is, as is explained elsewhere, in the
maamar beginning “I will greatly rejoice,” that when love is for the sake of receiving a reward, the
level of [love] for oneself, it is called female, [as in] “women are of light mind”;
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whereas the level of the male is the great love for His very being and essence, blessed be He, as it is
written, “Besides You I desire nothing”; see there. And this is the meaning of the olah, which as-

cends to the very highest, as explained above.
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Now, what is said of the two levels, namely isheh olah or olah isheh, means the joining of the two
levels together, as is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “and unite our hearts to love.”
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The matter is the union of the two levels, the outer dimension of the heart and the inner dimension
of the heart, so that the level of the outer dimension be included in the level of the inner dimen-

sion. [See] the maamar beginning “Who can count the dust of Yaakov.”
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139227 1771 173y RIT 17T° 12 7720 992 (12 7y 0] 2790 270pT) AW (X pon

In the same way is the matter of “you shall offer a fire-offering, a burnt-offering” or “you shall offer
a burnt-offering, a fire-offering”: to unite the two hearts together. See Zohar I, Vayeshev (183b, end
of the column), on the meaning of “that is joined together to it”; and this is the matter of “and unite

our hearts.”
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Nevertheless, the level of “you shall offer a burnt-offering, a fire-offering” is a higher level. For
since the level of olah comes first, this level is the principal one, and the level of isheh is included

in it and nullified to it; which is not so with the level of isheh olah.
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As is explained, in a similar vein, elsewhere, on the difference between the intertwining of Ado-nai
within Havayah and the intertwining of Havayah within Ado-nai: that the first letter is the domi-
nant one, etc. See also what is explained on this in the maamar beginning “Return, O Israel.”
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See also what is explained in a similar vein about the level of “and unite our heart” (lev beinu), in
the matter of mizmor (psalm) and shir (song), which are also two levels, outer and inner; some-
times each is said by itself, and sometimes both are joined together.
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And also regarding their joining, sometimes it says “mizmor shir” and sometimes “shir mizmor.”
See on this the maamar beginning “A psalm, a song for the dedication of the House.”
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(See Zohar III, beginning of Parshas Vayikra, page 5a, on “A song, a psalm of the sons of Korach,”
etc., and page 56b.)
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In the same way it will likewise be understood in the matter discussed above. Now, when the ascent
is of a very lofty level, so too the drawing down that is drawn down through it, “a pleasing fra-

grance to Havayah,” is likewise of a
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most lofty level. This is like what is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “From the depths I call
You, Havayah”: that the level of “from the depths” is the level of “He made darkness His hiding
place,” “the most hidden of all hidden,” and from there “I call You,” so that there be a revelation of

the level of Havayah.
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