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“It is better to take refuge in Havayah, etc.” Now, in the prayer of Shabbos and Yom Tov we say
“Sanctify us with Your mitzvos” first, and afterwards “and grant us our share in Your Torah,” for it
is impossible to have a share in the Torah of G-d unless one fulfills His mitzvos; [hence] “Sanctify

us with Your mitzvos” [comes] first.
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The explanation of the matter: the theme of “grant us our share in Your Torah” is as it is written,
“On the eighth day there shall be an atzeres [an assembly; literally, a ‘holding back’] for you.” The
meaning of atzeres is retention (kelitah): the Community of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) retains the
drop of Chochmah (wisdom), that is, the Torah, which descended from His will and His wisdom,
may He be blessed, except that it became physical (nisgashmah), as it is written, “He causes the
rain (geshem) to descend.”
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And when every Jew studies the Torah, reviews his learning and holds it well in his memory, this
level is called the level of “retaining” (koletes).
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So too with prayer, which is through Daas (knowledge) and binding [oneself] in one’s mind and
heart, so that it be fixed firmly in his thought, in a felt way; as in what our Sages said, “Recognize
your Creator”: that it be grasped within his mind and also within his heart, so that he have “the de-
sire of the heart,” from the depth of the heart, for G-d alone.
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Now, by way of analogy: when a man takes a wife, he must first betroth her, giving her one perutah
[the smallest coin] or the value of a perutah, provided it is something with which she can buy her-

self the sustenance of her life.
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So too, it is impossible for the Community of Israel to be in the level of “retaining” unless He draws
down to her G-dly life-force from above.
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(See also what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And I will betroth you to Me, etc....
and you shall know.”) And the concept of kiddushin (betrothal) is as it is written, “And you shall be
holy (kedoshim), etc.... and I have separated you to Me, etc., to be Mine, etc.”
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And this is the meaning of “Behold, you are betrothed (mekudeshes) to me”: that you shall be set
apart and separated for me, for my name.
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And this is the intention of all the mitzvos, for “mitzvos require intention”: that is, to know what is
intended by them; and what is intended is to be separated from the cravings and from all bad traits.
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Therefore our Sages instituted the saying of “Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos” in the bless-
ings over the mitzvos; and through this one can have the above-mentioned “retention” in Torah
and prayer. Without the above-mentioned level of kiddushin, however, it is impossible for him to

have the above-mentioned “retention,” and [this] is called “expelling” (poletes), G-d forbid.
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Now, the drawing down of the above-mentioned kiddushin is from above, from the level of the light
that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), the level of the ring of kiddushin, where everything
is equal before Him: “was,” “is” and “will be” in one instant, and there is no change in Him whatso-
ever, G-d forbid.
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As it is written, “Great is Havayah and exceedingly praised, and His greatness is unsearchable”:
that is, the greatness of G-d is “exceedingly” [great], without measure or end, as our Sages said,
“From the earth to the firmament, etc.... the feet of the Chayos [the angels of the Chariot] are equal

to all of them, etc.”
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But “and His greatness is unsearchable” means: to His greatness itself, the term “greatness” does
not apply.
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And this is what our Sages said, “Wherever you find the greatness of the Holy One, blessed be He,
there you find His humility.”
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For with Him, may He be blessed, greatness is reckoned as humility, because the term “greatness”
applies to the spreading forth of His light in the manner of the infinite and the endless, etc., and
not to the Source of the light and the Life of all life, who [would thereby] be made great over some-

thing that is truly as nothing and naught.
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And this is what is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness”: that is, the attribute of greatness is
only Havayah, which came into being (nis’haveh) from You, namely through tzimtzum (contrac-
tion), spreading forth and drawing down, which the letters of the Name Havayah indicate: the yud,

tzimtzum, etc.
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And through this contemplation a person also comes to have a broken and crushed heart, so that

all the matters of the world that fall under time, past, present and future, and are transient, will be

equal in his eyes; he will not crave them and will not set his heart to them at all,
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for he will say to his heart: “Behold, several years ago it did not occur to me at all to think and pon-

der about this matter, and after several years the thing will not exist and will not come [to mind] at
all.”
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Therefore now too it will seem in his eyes as if it were before this time and after it.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Who is wise? One who sees what will be born”: who sees, with actual
sight, what will be born afterwards: that the evil thing will not exist, as it is written, “And I will re-
move the spirit of impurity from the land, etc.”; and also that the end of every thing is worms and

maggots, transient and perishing.
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And this is [the meaning of] “You crumbled the sea with Your might.” That is: several levels are

called “sea,” namely “the depths of the sea,” as it is written, “And You will cast all their sins into the

depths of the sea.”
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And You crumble and scatter them with Your might, that is, through the above-mentioned contem-
plation: [the thing| has no standing at all to be reckoned as a “something” (yesh), but he will crum-

ble it through a broken and crushed heart.
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And this is the mnemonic of Shemini Atzeres: PaZeR KaSheV [payis, zeman, regel; korban, shir,
berachah: lot, time, festival; offering, song, blessing]|. That is: first “scatter” (pazer), in the manner
of the above-mentioned crumbling, and afterwards “hearken (kashev) to His words.” For when one
lacks the above-mentioned scattering and crumbling, our Sages said, “I and he cannot dwell in one

world”: that is, when he takes up place in the world.
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Now it is written, “And all wickedness will be entirely consumed in smoke”: that it can easily be dri-
ven away, like smoke, which the wind comes and uproots even when it blows only a little,
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as it is written, “Come from the four winds, and breathe into these slain, that they may live”; be-
cause in truth [the forces of wickedness] have no substance at all, provided only that he sets his

heart to the above-mentioned contemplation.
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And this is [the meaning of] “It is better to take refuge in Havayah than to trust in man; it is better

to take refuge in Havayah than to trust in nobles.” The Zohar explains that this does not refer to the
physical man and the physical nobles.
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For if so, it would not say “It is better to take refuge in Havayah, etc.,” which implies that to trust in
man and in nobles is also good, only that it is better to take refuge in G-d; yet it is written, “Cursed

is the man who trusts in man,” and it is written, “Do not trust in nobles, etc.”
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Rather, it refers to the Supernal Man. This is what is written, “And upon the likeness of the throne,
a likeness like the appearance of a man”; and this is the level of the Written Torah, which has 248
positive commandments and 365 prohibitions, “like the appearance of a man,” who has 248 limbs
and 365 sinews. (As is explained about this in the discourse beginning “And He fed you the
manna,” in Parshas Eikev.)
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And certainly it is good and fine to cleave to His Torah, may He be blessed; but better than this is to
take refuge in Havayah.
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“To take refuge” (lachasos) is from the expression “shelter (machseh) and covert.” It is like, by way
of analogy, the covering of the chuppah: in our countries they betroth under a canopy, and in sev-
eral places they spread a tallis [prayer shawl] over the groom and bride.
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And our Sages said, “Once he has spread his tallis over her, he can no longer betray (livgod) her.”
So too, of Him, may He be blessed, it is written, “He wraps Himself in light as in a garment.”
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And He spreads His tallis, the wrap of His garment, from the level of the light that encompasses all
worlds (sovev kol almin), “to revive the heart of the crushed.” (And see what is written in Iggeres

HaKodesh [in Tanya] on this verse, “He wraps Himself in light.”
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And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “For on this day He shall atone,” regarding “His
garment is white as snow,” which refers to the Torah, which is the level of the supernal Chashmal [the

‘electrum’ of Ezekiel’s vision], above Atzilus (Emanation), etc.
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And see further on the theme of “He wraps Himself in light” in Shemos Rabbah) (chapter 15 and the be-
ginning of chapter 17), Terumah (chapter 33), Vayakhel (chapter 50), Emor (chapter 31); and in the
Zohar, Part I1I (245b, 59b; Part I, 31b at the end, 90a, 142b; Part II, 39b, 98a at the end, 164b, 209a).
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And in the book Emek HaMelech, Gate of the World of Beriah (Creation), chapter 3, he explains “He
wraps Himself in light as in a garment” as the World of the Garment, etc.; that is, the letters of the

Torah, which are the level of His garment, may He be blessed.
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And see what is written above, at the end of the discourse beginning “On the eighth day, an
atzeres,” and in the explanation on the verse “You shall keep My Shabbosos.” And the matter of
“nobles” is what is written, “to seat [him] with nobles”: for all the sparks of the souls of Israel are el-

evated on Yom Tov.
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“To seat [him] with nobles”: these are the Patriarchs, who are themselves the Chariot, as it is writ-

ten, “The nobles of the peoples are gathered, the people of the G-d of Avraham.”
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(And see what is written on the verse “which the nobles of the people dug,” and in Parshas Vayakhel on the
verse “everyone whose heart is generous (nediv),” and in the discourse beginning “How beautiful are your

steps,” regarding “O daughter of the noble.”)
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And nonetheless it is better to take refuge in Havayah, for behold, David said, “All nations sur-
round me”: that is, in the level of “man” and “nobles” there can be a fall, so that “all nations sur-

round me, etc.”
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But “in the Name of Havayah,” which is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds, “I will
surely cut them off” (amilam): I will cut off and circumcise the foreskin of the heart, as it is written,

“And you shall circumcise the foreskin of your heart.”
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And as it is written, “He revives the dead, etc.,” as it is written, “and breathe into the slain, that they
may live”; and this is the level of dew. (And see Vayikra Rabbah, Emor, chapter 30; and see what is writ-
ten about this in the discourse beginning “And He fed you the manna”: that of this it is said, “which your

fathers did not know, etc.,” and it is above the level of the Supernal Man.
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And the matter of taking refuge in Havayah, it may be said, is the theme of the first verse of the Shema,
“Hear, O Israel, Havayah is our G-d...”: to give over one’s soul at [the word] “One,” which is above the level
of the Torah, as is explained in the discourse beginning “How beautiful are your steps,” mentioned above,
and in the explanation on the verse “My dove is but one,” and in the explanation on the verse “And I shall
be sanctified among the children of Israel,” and at the end of the discourse beginning “For the matter is

very near to you.”
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And through this the souls of Israel are called “the first of His harvest,” for they are the ones who draw
down the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) into the Supernal Chochmah (wisdom), which is the

Torah, which is the level of His garment.
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And as is explained at the end of the discourse beginning “And you shall make holy garments,” and above,
at the end of the discourse beginning “On the eighth day, an atzeres,” on the meaning of Simchas Torah
[the Rejoicing of the Torah]: that the Torah, which is the level of “light as a garment,” is in joy because the

Infinite Light, blessed be He, is drawn down and clothed in it; see there.
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And see what is written in Parshas Yisro, in the discourse beginning “‘Remember’ and ‘Keep’ in a single
utterance”: the matter is that the souls of Israel, through self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh) in the Shema,
draw down a revelation of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is above the level of “man,” of which it is

said, “for He is not a man.”
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[This revelation] is drawn down and clothed in their occupation with Torah and in their service in fulfilling
the mitzvos, which are in the level of “man.” And this is the matter of “because they did not recite the
blessing over the Torah, etc.” And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And all your children,”

and in the discourse beginning “The heavens are My throne,” on the meaning of “to do and to fulfill.”)
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