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Israel Is Holy to Havayah,
the First of His Produce
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“Israel is holy to Havayah, the first of His produce; all who devour him shall incur guilt.” “His pro-
duce” (71nX120) is written with a hei, which implies that Israel are the first of the produce of the hei.
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Now, we need to understand what this growing produce is, of which Israel are called by the name
“first.” And this is [the meaning of| what is written, “Creator of holy beings, Former of ministers,

and whose ministers.”
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That is: “and whose ministers” implies that they have been ministering to Him since long ago,
from of old; while “Former of ministers” are the angels that come into being every day to say song

before Him, as is written in Midrash Eichah on the verse “They are new every morning.”
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And in their saying [it] they are utterly nullified; that is, the power that revealed their coming into
being returns to its source, to be in potential and not in actuality. And this is what the verse says,
“Let the earth sprout grass (deshe).” That is, ha’aretz (“the earth”), with a hei, is the supernal earth.

(See what is written on the verse “None shall miscarry or be barren in your land.”)
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Just as the physical earth reveals every day the power of growth within it, to bring forth kinds of
plants, so the supernal earth reveals the power of bringing into being that is within it, to create and
to bring into being something from nothing.
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And through this, angels come into being every day, to say song and be nullified into their source;
and they are what is called “grass” (deshe). (As is written in the Zohar, Parshas Bereishis, 19a, and
in the Mikdash Melech there; and in Parshas Terumah, 171a.
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And see Parshas Pinchas, 217a, on the verse “He causes grass to sprout,” etc.; and see what is writ-
ten elsewhere on the verse “Like showers upon the grass.”)
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Therefore we say every Shabbos eve, “Render to Havayah, you sons of the mighty (bnei eilim).” The

bnei Elokim (“sons of Elokim”) are the angels that were created in the six days of creation;
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but the bnei eilim are the angels that come into being every day from the level of the final hei, the
lower Chochmah (Chochmah tata’ah), the Malchus (sovereignty) of the World of Atzilus

(Emanation).
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And eilim is a term for strength, as in “and the mighty (eilei) of the land”; for the bnei eilim are an-

gels of the World of Asiyah (Action), as is written in Pri Etz Chaim.
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And through the angels of Asiyah all the flows of influence are drawn down to this physical world:

“There is no blade of grass that has no mazal (constellation),” etc.
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It follows that they are the power and the life-force of this world. And when the food is elevated,
through a person eating it in purity and praying with that strength, with the innermost point of his
heart, through this the angel that imparts the power and the life-force to that food is also elevated,

to rise and be included in the source from which it was hewn.
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And also, the reason they are called bnei eilim, lacking the hei, is along the lines of the saying of

our Sages, of blessed memory, in Gittin (56b), on the verse “Who is like You among the mighty (eil-
im)”: “Who is like You among the mute (ilmim)!”
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And “mute” means as it is written, “as a ewe before her shearers is mute”: that the word of G-d does

not shine in a revealed way in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, since Asiyah bears no comparison to

Atzilus.
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And this is the level of ilem (“mute”) from the Name Elokim: the speech is not revealed, only the
level of breath (hevel) alone; for in the breath there is no revealed enclothing of the wisdom at all,
whereas in speech the wisdom and the intellect are drawn and enclothed.
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And this is the difference between the angels called bnei Elokim, who are drawn from the speech of
the Holy One, blessed be He, the speech in which the revelation of Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah

(understanding) is enclothed,
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and this is the level of the yud-hei of Elokim; whereas the level of ilem of Elokim is that the level of

yud-hei is not drawn and enclothed in the breath.
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And this is “I was mute with silence (dumiyah)”: dum Yah (“Yah is silent”), etc. (And see what is
written in the discourse beginning “Your name shall no longer be called Avram,” regarding cir-

cumcision (milah), that it is the level of mal Yah, mal being a term of revelation, etc.;
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that is, through the speech of “a speaking spirit” (ruach memalela), through which Chochmah and
Binah are drawn in a revealed way, for “the mouth of Havayah has spoken.” And the opposite of
this is when the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) is at the level of “I was mute with silence, I
was still (hecheshesi),” the chash (silence) of chashmal; and this is because of the concealment of

the kelipas nogah of Asiyah.
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And the light of the moon shall be,” etc.; and
see what is written in the discourse beginning “In the third month after the children of Israel went
out,” on the meaning of “the work of Your hands,” etc.: the power of action, which is the external
power, etc.; see there. And this is the matter of the level of breath, which is below the level of
speech. And see what is written about this in the explanation on the verse “And you shall count for

yourselves.”)
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Now, therefore, it is impossible for the angels mentioned above to ascend and be included in the
supernal Chochmah (Chochmah ila’ah) except through Israel, who are drawn from the inner di-
mension (pnimiyus) of the supernal Chochmah, as is written in Parshas Mishpatim (121); and see

what is written in the explanation on the verse “My dove,” regarding “Arise, my love.”
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Therefore we ask, “Render (havu) to Havayah, you sons of the mighty.” Havu is a term of prepara-
tion: prepare yourselves to ascend and be included in the source of the Name Havayah, blessed be
He.
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And this is [the meaning of]| what is written, “Six days you shall work”: the level of work is the bring-
ing into being of something from nothing; “and on the seventh day you shall rest”: this is the re-
turn of the worlds to their source, with added light upon them, and all are included in the essence
of the Name Havayah, blessed be He.
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As it is written, “And Elokim finished (vayechal) on the seventh day”; and the meaning is explained
elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “I have come into My garden”: that the level and rank of
Elokim was finished (kalsah), so that an end and conclusion was made to this rank, and the revela-

tion of the Name Havayah was drawn down.
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And therefore we say to the angels that are drawn from the Name Elokim, “Render to Havayah, you

sons of the mighty”: that they should prepare themselves to ascend and be included in the Name

Havayah, blessed be He, which is revealed on Shabbos. And this is “Bow down to Havayah in the

splendor of holiness”: this is the level of the World of Atzilus (Emanation) in general, for Beriah,

Yetzirah and Asiyah ascend into Atzilus.
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And this is also the matter of the seven “voices” mentioned in this psalm, “The voice of Havayah is
upon the waters,” etc.: all is the drawing down and revelation of the Name Havayah. And see what

is written at the end of the discourse beginning “This is the dedication of the altar.”
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Now, along these lines is the whole matter of “Come, let us sing to Havayah,” etc., “Sing to
Havayah,” etc., which are said at Kabbalas Shabbos (the welcoming of Shabbos).
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And this is “For great is Havayah,” etc., “He is awesome above all elohim (gods)”: that is, above all
the 120 combinations of Elokim, as is explained elsewhere. Now, this ascent is through Israel, who
are the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds.

SRWAT OPIYA 12 DRAW N2 9N TNNCY 9793 9397 777 KD 1N KD 091237 9590

That is, all the created beings came into being only as a passageway, in order that the level of Israel

come into being and be revealed in this physical world.
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And this is also [so] every day: the purpose of the service, “this is prayer,” is to nullify and include
oneself and all the worlds in the Name Havayah, blessed be He, who brings them into being from

nothing to something; and to draw Him
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also into this physical world, through Torah and mitzvos: the higher unity (yichuda ila’ah), the low-
er unity (yichuda tata’ah); above without end and below without limit, it is only the power of the

Name Havayah, blessed be He.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I have come into My garden,” mentioned

above. And this is “My dove, in the clefts of the rock,” etc., “let me hear your voice”: for when she is
“in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of the cliff,” she is at the level of “I was mute with silence,”

and is called “the mute dove” (yonas elem).
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But through occupation with Torah and mitzvos, “let me hear your voice,” etc., we draw down the

level of the yud-hei of Havayah and of Elokim, so as not to be at the level of “mute”; so it is written
in the book y) (103a). And of this it is said, “The voice of my beloved knocks.”
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And see the commentary of the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) on the Zohar, Parshas Va’eira (26a),
regarding “I was mute with silence,” etc., and “And if he arouses,” etc.; and Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar
HaKaddishim (the Gate of Kaddish), chapter 2 and the beginning of chapter 3.
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2. Now, to explain well the matter of this ascent and this revelation through Torah and prayer, we
must explain the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “The study of Torah is equal to them all,”

even to concentration in prayer (iyun tefillah).
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And nevertheless, before prayer it is forbidden to eat, while before study it is permitted to eat. And
this is because man is a small world.
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And just as in the world there are day and night, by day the light shines and in the absence of the
light it is the level of night, physically, so it is in man too, spiritually, as it is written, “Even
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though I sit in darkness, Havayah is a light to me”: even in this physical world, Havayah shines in
Israel. And when the power of his soul spreads out and shines in him,
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then it is called “day”; and when the light of his soul withdraws, it is called by the name “night.”
(And see what is written on this matter in the discourse beginning “And Esther spoke again,” and
on the verse “Know this day and take it to your heart,” etc., and in the discourse beginning “Be-
cause you did not serve.”)
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Therefore at night he is entirely in a state of sleep, because of the withdrawal of the light of his
soul. And in the morning, when he rises from his sleep, the power of his soul is only in his nostrils,
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for it has no revelation, to shine and spread out within him, because of the material yeshus (inde-
pendent existence) of the body. And so that he not return to being nothing and naught, G-d, may
He be blessed, brings into being and restores his soul to him every morning, as it is written, “They
are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” And see Parshas Vayakhel (213, end of side b).
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That is, as it is written, “who renews every day, continually, the work of creation (Bereishis)”: for
the word Bereishis (n°w&12) is ¥”> n”X"3, bara es yesh (“He created something”). That is to say: by

renewing it every day, He is the One who brings into being something from nothing.
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But because the life-force of the body has become exceedingly physical, he cannot receive the ra-
diance of his soul within him except a very little, at the level of his nostrils.
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That is, the G-dly soul has no revelation in his heart and his body, because of the material yeshus of
the body, since he has not yet prayed.
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For through prayer he nullifies his will to the supernal will, blessed be He; and the will is the source
of all the emotive attributes (middos), and it is their life-force and their existence;
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and this is the matter of self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh), that he gives over his will, etc.; and “the
blood is the soul,” which is the will. Therefore, through this the soul, which is from the level of the
Name Havayah, is drawn down and spreads through the whole body.
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Whereas before prayer it is still only in his nostrils; that is, only in his mind and intellect does he
acknowledge G-d, but it has not yet spread into the heart, etc. And so the Ramaz explained, on
Parshas Tetzaveh (182), according to the writings of the Arizal, the matter of “whose breath (ne-

shamah) is in his nostrils.”
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And see in the Zohar there on this verse, in another sense. And see what is written on the verse
“And I shall be sanctified in the midst of the children of Israel”: “in the midst” means that the mat-

ter of His holiness, may He be blessed, be grasped specifically in the heart of man.
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And see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “To understand the saying of our
Sages, of blessed memory, ‘Better is one hour in teshuvah,’ etc.,” regarding “one who bows must

see an issar (a coin) opposite his heart.”
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And this is [the meaning of| what is written, “Cease from man, whose breath (neshamah) is in his
nostrils, for as what (bameh) is he accounted?” Do not read bameh (“as what”) but bamah (“a
raised altar”). That is: “cease from” is a term of separation: separate yourselves from the level of
such a man, whose soul is only in his nostrils, which could not spread through his body as a whole.
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“For as a bamah he is accounted”: just as with a bamabh, its yeshus is seen and revealed as a some-
thing, a thing by itself, so in him too the material quality
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of his yeshus has prevailed, until he is not nullified at all before the light of G-d, which is the light
of his soul that is in his nostrils. (And see what is written on the verse “The lords of the high places

(bamos) of Arnon.”) Therefore it is forbidden to eat before prayer.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “You shall not eat over the blood”: do not eat before you
have prayed for your blood; so as not to give the side of the evil blood (sitra dedama bisha) domin-

ion over him, after which the power of his soul could no longer shine in him fully.
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Therefore they instituted for us the morning blessings, such as “who clothes the naked,” “who re-
leases the bound,” “who prepares the steps of man”: because for adam (man), the level of “I will be
like (adameh) the Most High,”
T 7Y 9Oy YY) 11nn IR 927 PR 772 °N10 QW 12 R 5571 Dyt 732 w2 19°aR 1P mnd B3
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all his powers, even to put on a garment and a shoe, all of it is the power of the Name Havayah,
blessed be He, and there is nothing outside Him. (And see above on the verse “How beautiful are
your steps in sandals.”)
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Although the blessings are rabbinic, nevertheless they come first, because they are a preparation
for the Shema, which is from the Torah, which is the revelation of the truth of the Name Havayah:

that in truth there is nothing else besides Him, above without end and below without limit.
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And through contemplating beforehand, in the blessings, he can come to this in the Shema, when
he first says, “Blessed are You, Havayah, our G-d.” Baruch (“blessed”) is
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like a pool (berechah) of water, a term of drawing down: we draw down the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof), blessed be He, which is hidden and concealed, to be revealed in Israel and in the source of the

Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael).
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Therefore we ask, “Blessed are You”: that Havayah, blessed be He, be drawn down at the level of

“You,” which addresses one who is present (nochach), that is, in revelation; just as in truth every-

thing is utterly nullified before Him.
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As it is written, “I, Havayah, have not changed.” Only to us does physicality seem to be something
(yesh); but before Him, may He be blessed, all physicality “is accounted by Him as naught and
nothingness.” That is, Havayah is Elokeinu (“our G-d”),
077 DXIW° DX DA 0720 0w 119 7RTIT NIAT NIND DO 03 0 Wi 1AM X7 0D PRI 990K 109
%] ,1”2°M 12 591
as in “the mighty (eilei) of the land”: that is, He is truly our strength. For all the powers of the body
too, which seem to us to be natural, for Israel are all the power of Havayah, blessed be He. For
TART DR 7 2y R D’P’?N aw Py RPW ™17 DX Ny R nR 1y99 17
Pharaoh said, “I do not know Havayah,” for he knew only the Name Elokim; and said, “Havayah
has forsaken the land.”
7981 9371 WD 0PIy NP POY DMLY MO 002w KOR DOIOR WUW DOTIMY DOy Do 03
[1mxy 193] 702
For all know and acknowledge that there is a G-d (Elokim), but they consider the power of their
own selves, and all the life-force of the world, to be something (yesh), a thing separate in itself,
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as though they were outside G-dliness; for they call Him “the G-d of the gods (Elaha de’Elahaya),”
since in truth all their flow of influence comes only through the seventy princes. And although it is

written, “Who would not fear You,” etc.,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/pinchas/4/ 13
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“and in all their kingdoms there is none like You,” which implies that the idolaters (lit. worshipers
of stars) too say that there is none like You; nevertheless it is written, “High above all,” etc.:
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that is, He is exalted above the idolaters and does not bestow influence on them except through the
seventy princes, who receive nurture and life-force from the bnei eilim, which are the angels of the
World of Asiyah (Action), from whom the power and life-force of the influence of this world are

drawn, as mentioned above.
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Therefore they have power and life-force only to be something (yesh), a thing separate in itself. But
not so with the children of Israel,
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.55 YRR 0w

for “Havayah’s portion is His people”: the souls of Israel are from the very essence of Havayah,
blessed be He. Therefore for us He is “Havayah, our G-d”: that is, He is our strength and our life,
without any intermediary at all.
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(And see about this in the commentary of the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) at the beginning of

Parshas Ha’azinu, regarding “For Havayah’s portion is His people.”) And see Parshas Mishpatim
(96a).
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Therefore it is certainly fitting to nullify our will entirely before His will, may He be blessed, as our
Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Nullify your will,” etc. As it is written, “Whom have I in heaven?

And with You, I desire nothing on earth”: that is, when I am with You, in that Havayah is our G-d,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/pinchas/4/ 14
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then “I desire nothing on earth,” in earthliness, for there is in it neither desire nor will nor longing

at all. And this is the meaning of “Hear (shema), O Israel”: shema is a term of understanding;

“Havayabh is our G-d, Havayah is One.”
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That is to say: when he truly understands that Havayah is our G-d, that all our life-force and powers

are the power of Havayah, blessed be He, then He is One.
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That is, “there is nothing else besides Him,” for all the powers are utterly nullified to the source.
(And see what is written on the verse “But Havayah your G-d was not willing,” that in every soul
there is a level and a radiance of the very Name Havayah. And in Sefer Shel Beinonim (Tanya), in
Iggeres HaTeshuvah, chapter 4: and this is the meaning of [the statement] that the Name Havayah

is our strength and our life, etc.
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Whereas the worlds, and even the angels, have their life-force from the Name Elokim, and there-
fore they are called bnei Elokim or bnei eilim; see there in Iggeres HaTeshuvah. And see what is
written in the discourse beginning “How goodly,” and in the discourse beginning “In the section
on the libations.” And this is “Fortunate are you, Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by

Havayah”; Parshas Emor)
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(94, end of side a): that is, “Who is like You among the mighty (eilim), Havayah”: that the Name
Havayah is above the other Names, El and Elokim, etc., which are the level of the outer dimension

(chitzoniyus) relative to the Name Havayah.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/pinchas/4/ 15
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And see what is written on this matter in the discourse beginning “If the bright spot came first,”
etc. And this is what our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever prolongs [the word] echad
(‘One’)”: that is, one who dwells on it and contemplates how Havayah is our G-d, so that he see that

He is truly One, then “they prolong for him,” etc.

M2aN%w KPR (2w om] 170 07 °N22 7777 ROW D% ANIR D°R1P 1IRY 1R 9% 1 219p 7D 1
WPPR M3 157
And this is the meaning of “Havayah is near to all who call upon Him”: we call upon Him, may He
be blessed, that He not be at the level of “high,” G-d forbid, but that He be revealed and be at the
level of “our G-d,”
925 ARM 722 D53 PPIOX T AR N2ARID KI12D D197 TRD 2P RITIN 1D XIT NARAY 1D
1°N111%7 95 19van:
as in truth He is. Then He is very near, and one can come to “And you shall love Havayah your G-d
with all your heart,” since all his desires have already been nullified
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and nothing remains but the will of G-d. And then he can pray, as it is written, “He fulfills the will of

those who fear Him”; then “He hears their cry and saves them.”
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3. But it is written, “to all who call upon Him in truth,” and “there is no truth but Torah.” For in
truth, “His splendor (hodo) is upon earth and heaven”: heaven and earth are only the level of
splendor (hod) and radiance; but the souls are the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the worlds, the

inner dimension of Chochmah (wisdom).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/pinchas/4/ 16
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Now, “Malchus (sovereignty) is the mouth; the Oral Torah we call it.” That is: Malchus “has nothing

of its own,” for it is only the revelation of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of His will; Torah and

mitzvos are the inner dimension of His will.
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Therefore, after he has nullified all the coarse, material desires, there is yet this further [step],
which is the purpose of creation: to be included in the inner dimension of His will, may He be

blessed, in order to make for Him a dwelling place among the lower realms;

AR (200w 0] WP .MIRRIYN 95 D 0N PR 11987 NOM0ID 9N NPRwAT 1wy 11707
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that is, that in the physical [World of| Asiyah (Action) the inner dimension of His will, the source of
life of all the worlds, be revealed. And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “See life with the wife

whom you have loved” (in Koheles, chapter 9).
122 TR TN°IWD 13°°7 7207 .SwRl FAARY O7 77037 279 RPN ©UHD 11°°717) N2R 120w D
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That is: whom you have already loved. (That is, as is explained elsewhere on the verse “Tell me, you
whom my soul has loved”: from long before, that is, when the soul was in the state of ibbur (gesta-
tion) above. And ishah (“wife”) is read esh Hei, “the fire of G-d,” as is explained elsewhere. And see

in the Midrash Rabbah on the Song of Songs, at the end of [the passage on] “Set me as a seal.”
nawnn '(“Dz? 720 22 MW 712 Nw2IRwD IRwia 573 1 1Py Fa0R nan qwniwd 0l '[31?1
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And therefore, also when [something] of this level of supernal love is drawn into the soul as well,
when it is enclothed in the body: this is the meaning of haggidah (“tell”), a term of drawing down,
that it is drawn from the level of the supernal love, etc. And see what is written in the discourse be-
ginning “And Elokim spoke,” etc., “and I appeared to Avraham,” etc.) Nevertheless, after all the

loves, “see life with her.”
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And see about this in Parshas Mikeitz (folio 196b) and in Parshas Korach (177b), and in Reishis
Chochmah, Sha’ar HaAhavah (the Gate of Love), at the end of chapter 9.
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And “there is no life but Torah,” as it is written, “For that is your portion in life,” and it is written,
“For it is your life and the length of your days,” which refers to the Torah. And this is [the meaning
of] what is written, “For that (hu) is your portion in life”: hu (“he”) is written, while the sense is hi
(“She”),
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that is, as it is written, “She (hi) is a tree of life,” as is brought in the Zohar (3”1, Bereishis, 39b); and
the meaning of hi is the six orders of the Mishnah and the Baraisa. Although all the matters of the
Torah and the mitzvos speak of physical things, nevertheless they are the inner dimension of His

will, may He be blessed.
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As it is written, “And I (Anochi) taught Ephraim to walk (tirgalti), taking them upon his arms” (in
Hoshea, chapter 11). That is, tirgalti is from the term raglayim (“feet”). (And so it is brought in the
Midrash Rabbah on Eichah, on the verse “How (eichah) He has clouded,” and cited in the Yalkut on

Hoshea there: “his knees,” etc.)
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For the inner dimension of His will descended, step by step (nishtalshel), to the level of “feet,” at a
very low rank, in physical Asiyah, in the manner of “taking them upon his arms”: that is, to lift

them upon [his| arms, up high.
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As, by way of analogy, a great man who bends himself down to a little child in order to take him
upon his arms and lift him up high, because of the greatness of his desire and longing for him.
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So G-d, blessed be He, drew the inner dimension of His will down, step by step, into physical
things, so that Israel could be included in the inner dimension of His will, which is far, far above
even the level of the supernal Chochmah (Chochmah ila’ah). (And see the explanation on the verse

“Therefore say to the children of Israel,” on the meaning of “[with which] I lifted up My hand,” etc.)
anw 1°9°801 N°5Va ALYNTY 119707 190N2 MR NUYYa XD 19803 Bonnnk 9190 KD 973 190
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Therefore, too, one cannot begin with prayer, but only by first doing mitzvos, that is, wrapping
oneself in the tallis and tefillin, which are “the binding and the covering of the King,” as it is writ-

ten, “He wraps Himself in light as in a garment.”
517 T TARM w”nd P37 97 7! B1 M2 RO (72 Hyaw nin] 27°¥2WN 53 1107 123917 IR
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And the explanation of the matter is this: the Oral Torah, which is the level of Malchus, is also
called “My feet,” as it is written, “and the earth is My footstool,” etc.; and “earth” is the Oral Torah,

as is explained elsewhere.
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Now, the main revelation of the supernal will, to know the halachah and the mitzvah with clarity
and precision, is in the Oral Torah; whereas in the Written Torah there is no revelation of the will.
And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “Therefore say to the children of

Israel,” mentioned above, regarding “And I will bring you to the land,” etc.
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And in Parshas Pinchas, in the discourse beginning “Command the children of Israel,” regarding

“you shall take care” (tishmeru). And this is “And I (Anochi) taught to walk”: Anochi, “who I am,” is
the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of the supernal will.
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And, as it were, “And I taught to walk” [means]: I lowered the level of Anochi to the level of “My

feet,” which is the Oral Torah, for “their beginning is wedged in their end”; and all this “for

Ephraim.”
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That is, all this descent and lowering is for the sake of the souls, so that in their souls there be a
revelation of the level of Anochi. For this is why the supernal will was drawn down, descended and
enclothed itself in the plain rulings of the halachah, which speak of the matters of the World of

Asiyah (Action): “one who exchanges a cow for a donkey,” etc.;
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for through the binding of the intellect of the souls of Israel to this wisdom and intellect of the Oral
Torah, they are bound to the very mind of the Father, that is, to His wisdom and will, may He be

blessed, which were truly lowered into this halachah.
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And this is the matter of the analogy of the father who bends his head down to his feet in order to
lift up his little son, etc. So, in the same way, “And I taught Ephraim to walk.” And see what is writ-

ten on the verse “The voice of my beloved ... leaping,” etc.,
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“skipping,” etc., where it is also explained that the revelation and drawing down of the Infinite

Light (Or Ein Sof), which is drawn down through the Torah, is, by way of analogy, like one who

leaps with his feet, etc.; see there.
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Now, this level is a greater ascent than the root of the soul in itself, even though “Havayah’s
portion
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is His people,” as mentioned above. And as is known, the level of Anochi, “who I am,” is far, far
above the Name Havayah, for it is the level that “is not grasped by any name and not alluded to by
any letter or tittle at all,” etc.
2SIt oY anp 272 5% AR Y (72 Syaw 11inn] DYV P?0%2 snP37N "2IR1T 22 7Y AR DINR
However, even though there is “And I taught to walk” in the occupation with the Oral Torah, there
must still also be “taking them upon his arms.”
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For, by way of analogy, even though the father bends his head and his stature down to the child,

this alone is still not enough to lift and raise the child from the ground up high, beside his father’s

head,
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where it is when he raises his stature; rather, for this the father must also lower his arms down to
the very bottom of his feet and take them upon his arms, and through this he will lift him and raise

him up high, right beside himself.
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And so too: even though in the Oral Torah the supernal will, which is above Chochmah (wisdom), is
truly drawn down and enclothed, nevertheless, “Torah without awe and love does not fly upward.”
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And also, the Oral Torah speaks entirely of physical matters, and it serves to refine the refinements

(birurim) of kelipas nogah, through “fit” and “unfit,” etc.
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And for there to be an elevation of the refinements, it is specifically through prayer with awe and
love. And see what is written in Parshas Behar on the verse “When you come into the land,” on the
meaning of “[he who| comes here with his learning in his hand,” and in Parshas Bechukosai on the

verse “And ten women shall bake,” etc.
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And therefore love and awe are called “wings” (gadfin). But there are two levels of love and awe:

that is, the love and awe that a person arouses in his soul,
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and these are only a preparation for the love and awe that are drawn down from above; and of this
it is said, “taking them upon his arms.” But it is known that the right and the left of the Holy One,
blessed be He, are the opposite of those of man. For man’s attributes (middos) of love and awe are

in the manner of ascent, from below upward;
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but the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be He, are a drawing down and revelation from above
downward, so that the revelation be below as it is above. And see what is written about this on the

verse “When you light the lamps,” regarding the descent by way of His attributes, etc.
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And therefore, in order that the right and the left of the Holy One, blessed be He, be drawn down,
so that there be a revelation of His attributes (middos) in the soul of man, this too is specifically
through the lowering of the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be He, into the practical mitzvos, so
that the soul can bind itself to His very attributes through fulfilling the mitzvos, which are the at-
tributes of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Cleave to His attributes: just as He is compassionate,” etc.
And through this the supernal attributes (middos) can be revealed in the soul. And this is the mat-
ter of the deed of charity (tzedakah), which is the level of the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be
He.
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And therefore it is said, “Charity exalts a nation”: for through it there is the level of “taking them
upon his arms,” etc. And see what is written in the discourse beginning “Who is like Havayah our

G-d, who is enthroned on high,” etc.; see there on this matter.
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And in particular, the right and the left of the Holy One, blessed be He, are Torah and charity: for

the Torah is from the right, as it is written, “From His right hand, a fiery law for them.”
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And the Table, which is the flow of the food that the Holy One, blessed be He, bestows on the world,
is in the north; and likewise rains, which are sustenance, come down through Gevurah (restraint),
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for in order that the flow of influence be drawn into the inner dimension, it is through the level of
gevuros. (As is written in the explanation on the verse “The voice of my beloved,” on the meaning

of “His left hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me”; see there.)
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And although it was explained above that the Oral Torah is called “My feet,” and here we say that it

is the level of the right hand, it can be said that this is the Written Torah. And this is “The heavens

are My throne,” which refers to the Written Torah, for the hands are on the throne.
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Whereas the Oral Torah is the level of “and the earth is My footstool,” which descended, step by
step, below the level of the throne; except that “their end is wedged,” etc., as mentioned above. And
also, shamayim (“heaven”) is esh and mayim (“fire and water”), and this is the level of “right and
left,” etc.
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4. Now let us return to our subject: that this is why it is written, “to all who call upon Him in truth,”
and “there is no truth but Torah.” Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “The study of

Torah is equal to them all.” Even one who
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is a man of business must nevertheless set times for Torah; and also, he should engage in business

dealings faithfully, without warmth of heart, but rather at the level of “the back” (achorayim).
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As is explained elsewhere on the verse “Your hand shall be on the nape of your enemies.” Then his
thought, speech and action can also be included in the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of His will,
may He be blessed. And one who cannot study: through giving charity, all his doing ascends and is

included, as it is written, “Charity exalts a nation.”
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And as is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And I will betroth you to Me.” And this is
“with all your soul”: with all your will, in Torah and in charity. And this is “right and left, and be-

tween them the bride.”
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That is: through Torah and charity, the source of the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael) also
ascends and is included in the inner dimension of His will, may He be blessed. And see in the
Zohar, Terumah (166b).
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And this is the meaning of “Holy,” etc., “to Havayah”: one who is at the level of Israel, so named for
“for you have striven (sarisa) with Elokim,” who wins the battle with the animal soul, which was
drawn by way of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus) from the 120 combinations of
Elokim, he is “holy to Havayah,” for he ascends and is included in the inner dimension of the will
of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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(And see on the matter of “Holy,” etc., in the second chapter of Kiddushin (53a, end of side a), that
the meaning of “the first of His produce” is the matter of terumah, and so Yonasan translated there;
and so it is in the Midrash Rabbah, Bo, section 15; near the beginning of Mishpatim, section 31;
Vayakhel, section 49. And see further in the Midrash Rabbah, Vayishlach, beginning of section 81;
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Beshalach, end of section 24; Bechukosai, section 36; Bamidbar, section 2, the beginning of sec-
tion 4, and section 10; and in Shir HaShirim Rabbah on the passage “To the nut garden.” And see in
Sefer HaGilgulim, chapter 15, on the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, that Adam, the first
man, was the challah and the terumah of the world, as is written in the Midrash Rabbah, Bereishis,
beginning of section 14;
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Mishpatim, section 30. And it is in the same vein as what they explained in the Midrash Rabbah at
the beginning of Bamidbar on the matter of “And He has raised up a horn for His people”: that it is

what is written, “Lift up,” etc., “by their heads.”
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “For You are my lamp,” on the meaning of “I

will exalt You”; and what is written elsewhere on “Extol her, and she will exalt you,” and on “And

charity exalts a nation”; and what is written on the verse “And you, lift up your staff,” etc.)

R”P°R 272pP D°VAWN [2 7ny 710] 2”Y0 °P °R 7”8 °R R”X 711K 'D2 SRY° WIP PI0D7 1°1yn TV 17°3)
(WTP29TRI 23R U] Mowa UK 2771 51 R 22 X2 N”2P’22”P’2a NP2

(And see further on the matter of the verse “Israel is holy” in Parshas Emor, 91a, 94a, 100, end of
side b; Mishpatim, 122a, 101b, 108b, 120b, 121; Bo, 42a; Shemini, 42a; Beshalach, 59a, regarding

“glorious in holiness.”)
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“The first of the produce of the hei” is the renewal: for through the lower Chochmah (Chochmah
tata’ah) He renews every day, continually, the work of creation, bringing into being and giving life
from nothing to something, from the beginning of Beriah (Creation) to the end of Asiyah (Action).
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Then, for this renewal, Israel are at the level of “first” to Him; for when they have an ascent

through the renewal of the intellect (mochin) in the inner dimension of His will, may He be
blessed,
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then also the source of the Congregation of Israel, and all the angels, ascend and are included in
the inner dimension of the will of Ein Sof, blessed be He. (And see on the matter of “the produce of
the hei” in Parshas Vayechi) (226b); Parshas Ha’azinu (folio 297a).
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“And when this, the supernal Chochmah, shines, the wisdom of Shlomo shines,” etc. And see what
is written elsewhere on the statement in Parshas Korach (folio 176b),
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“So too, the lower Kodesh,” etc.; and see Parshas Pekudei (folio 225b), “What is that Kodesh?” etc.;
and in the commentary of the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) there.
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And all this will be understood in the manner of what was explained in Parshas Vayechi, in the dis-
course beginning “Binding to the vine,” on the meaning of what we say on Shabbos, “and may
Israel, who sanctify Your Name, rest on it”: that is, that they draw down from the level of “You are

holy” to the level of “Your Name is holy,” etc.; see there.
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And see what is written on this matter, that Israel “sanctify Your Name,” in the explanation on the
verse “Go forth and see.” And this is what is intended here too, in the meaning of “the first of His
produce.”
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And see what is written further on this matter, that the souls are rooted in the level of Kodesh
(“holy”), and on the matter of the descent into the body, which is for the sake of ascent, in the ex-
planation on the verse
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“For as the earth brings forth its growth,” and on the verse “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh

sent out”; for there it is explained, regarding the sowing and the growth, from the level of “the first

of His produce”; see there. But the opposite, G-d forbid: “all who devour him shall incur guilt.”
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That is: one who devours his own level of Israel, that is, the power of the radiance of his soul that is

renewed in him every day, pushes it away, G-d forbid, until it cannot shine within him; that is, be-

cause of anger.
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As our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “Whoever becomes angry, his soul departs from him.” (And

see in Parshas Tetzaveh) (folio 182a), that this is the matter of “he tears his soul in his anger”; and

in Parshas Mishpatim (121b),
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regarding “And you shall be holy men to Me, and flesh torn in the field you shall not eat.” Or be-
cause of lusts, as it is written, “Evil shall not dwell with You”; or because of arrogance.
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Through all of these he can devour his own level of Israel, as it is written, “Israel is swallowed up”:

that is, his level of Israel is swallowed up in the seven evil attributes (middos), which are from the

powers of Egypt and Canaan.
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Therefore it is written, “all who devour him shall incur guilt (ye’shamu)”: he shall bring a guilt-of-
fering (asham), like one who has misappropriated sacred property, who would bring a ram and of-

fer the fat, which is the cheilev, and also the blood, which is the warmth, upon the altar;
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then he too is obligated to do likewise; and not mortifications alone, but bitterness, that his heart
be embittered within him, so that there be “a broken and crushed heart,” [which] “O G-d, You will
not despise.”
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As it is written, “You grew fat, you grew thick, you became covered (kasisa)”: that is, with your fat-
ness and your physicality you have covered the light of your soul, until it cannot shine and rule in
you. But the word Kkasisa is written with a shin of three strokes: there is still the merit of the three

Patriarchs.
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And see the Midrash Rabbah, Bechukosai, end of section 36: “Rabbi Acha said.” And see what is
written on the verse “Your teeth are like a flock of ewes.” And according to this, it can be said fur-

ther regarding ye’shamu (“shall incur guilt”),
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for regarding one who misappropriates sacred property it is written, “And for that which he sinned
against the sacred he shall pay, and he shall add its fifth to it.”
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And the fifth is a quarter of the principal, so that it and its fifth make five, as is said in the Gemara
in Bava Metzia, chapter HaZahav, and in the Rambam, Hilchos Me’ilah.
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And the matter is as is explained elsewhere on the verse “Or number the fourth part (rova) of
Israel”: that in the level of Israel there are four levels, as it is written, “For My glory I created him, I

formed him, also I made him,” which are three levels: thought, speech and action;
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and the af (“also”) of “also I made him” includes a fourth level, which is the level of the supernal
will, which is far, far above the level of thought, speech and action; and it is what is drawn down

and revealed in the soul through the performance of the mitzvos.
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And these four levels are truly the level of the four letters of the Name Havayah; and this is “Israel
is holy to Havayah.” And when he has misappropriated sacred property and devoured his level of

Israel, there must be teshuvah (return): tashuv Hei, “the hei shall return,”
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and it is the level of “the depth of the heart” (umka deliba), “From the depths I have called You,”
which is a fifth level, above the four ranks mentioned above, which are the level of the stature and
rank of the tzaddikim.
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That is, as is explained elsewhere, the supernal will has two levels. The first is [the will] enclothed in
Chochmah (wisdom): this level of will is drawn down through Torah and mitzvos, which are the
very supernal will, blessed be He, enclothed in Chochmah, for “the Torah comes forth from
Chochmah.”
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And this is the matter of the yud of the Name Havayah, which is the level of Chochmah, in which
the supernal will is enclothed, which is the tip (kotz) of the yud.
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But the second level is the level of the supernal will that is far, far above the order of the chain of
descending worlds (hishtalshelus), and is not enclothed in the level of Chochmah at all; and it is

called “the Will of all wills” (ra’ava dechol ra’avin),
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and it is what is revealed in those who return in teshuvah (baalei teshuvah), through the depth of
the heart, beyond what his soul is able to bear, etc.; and of this it is said, “Before Havayah you shall

be purified.”
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And this is the matter of Yom Kippur, of which it is said, “And he shall atone for the Holy (Kodesh)”;
that is, through the Kohen Gadol entering the innermost sanctum, into the Holy of Holies, which is
what is above the level of Kodesh, from where it is drawn so that “he shall atone for the Holy,” etc.,

as is explained elsewhere.
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And therefore Yom Kippur is a day on which one is obligated in five prayers. (And see Etz Chaim,
Sha’ar 31, chapter 7, on the verse “And four parts shall be yours,” and “the fifth to Pharaoh”; and
see what is written about this in the explanation on the verse “Go forth and see,” at its end; and see

the Zohar, Part I, Vayigash, 210a, on the verse “And the voice was heard in Pharaoh’s house.”)
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