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A brief explanation of “This is the dedication of the altar.”
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See the commentary of the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) on the Zohar, Parshas Emor, page 89a:
that the anointing oil is from Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain), and the fragrance in it is from the
level of the Gevurah (restraint) of Atik Yomin, which is enclothed in Mocha Stima’ah, etc. And see
what is written on the verse “For the fragrance of your oils,” and in the explanation of the verse “If

only you were as a brother to me,” in Parshas Terumah.
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Now, it is explained elsewhere, in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the discourse beginning “Why was the sec-
tion of Miriam juxtaposed,” that through the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters) of the of-
ferings that are upon the altar, mayin duchrin (masculine waters) are drawn down and descend
from the level of the “man” who is upon the throne, who is called Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attribut-
es) of the World of Atzilus (Emanation). And this is the concept of the eating of the altar, which

draws down mayin duchrin from the level of inner light (or pnimi).
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And the concept of the incense, which is the fragrance, which rises up to the level of the nose (chot-
ma) of Atik, as is explained on the verse “I have gathered My myrrh”: this is the raising of mayin
nukvin (feminine waters) to the level of the encompassing (makif), “the King who alone is exalted,”

etc., “and Who is uplifted since days of old.”
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And the concept of the anointing oil, which is a blending of the inner and the encompassing, is as it
is written, “Like the goodly oil,” etc., “descending upon the beard,” etc.: that it is drawn from the
mazalos that issue from Mocha Stima’ah, in which the Gevurah of Atik Yomin is enclothed, as men-

tioned above.
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And regarding the blending of the levels of the inner and the encompassing, one may call attention

to the concept of the seventh firmament, which is called Aravos (Chagigah, chapter 2, page 12b),
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which the Pardes, under the entry “Aravos,” explains is so named because in it Chesed and
Gevurah blend (misarvim) together; and so it is written in the Zohar, Part II, page 165a. And this is
along the lines of “He makes peace in His heights”: that He joins two opposites, etc., “the King to

whom peace belongs.”
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That is, because this seventh firmament is the concept of the seventh chamber (heichal), the cham-
ber of the Holy of Holies, which includes the first three [Sefiros], as is written in Me’orei Or, letter
ayin, section 58. And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “Extol Him who rides upon Aravos;

Yah is His Name,” etc.,
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which is the level that is above the emotive attributes (middos), for “He is not of any of these attrib-
utes at all.” Therefore the attributes are nullified there and “become one,” as it is written, “Yours,

Havayah, is the greatness and the might,” etc.
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And along these lines one may say, regarding the meaning of the blending of the inner and the en-
compassing, [that it is] through “for He is exalted, exalted,” etc., for the encompassing and the in-

ner [lights] are equal before Him.
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And see what is written above, in the explanation of the verse “Lift up the head of the sons of
Gershon,” on the concept of the “high hand,” which joins the two hands, which are Chesed and
Gevurabh, etc. See there.
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And this is also the meaning of what is written regarding the incense, “blended (memulach), pure,
holy.” And the Gaon and Chassid, our teacher, Rabbi Pinchas HaLevi, of blessed memory, head of
the rabbinical court of the holy community of Frankfurt am Main, a disciple of the Maggid, whose
soul is in Eden, explained in his book Panim Yafos on the Torah, and these are his words: “The
Targum renders [it] ‘mixed (me’arav), pure, holy’;
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that is, Chochmah (wisdom) is called ‘holy,” and Binah (understanding) is the level of ‘pure,” and

9

they are ‘two companions that never part.”” End of quote.
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And see what is written on the meaning of “The soul that You have placed within me is pure,” and
its ascent to the level of “holy” through “Who has sanctified us with His commandments,” in the
discourse beginning “And I will make [your windows of] kadkod” and in the discourse beginning
“A Shabbos of complete rest (Shabbos Shabbason).”
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And from there the meaning of “mixed, pure, holy” will be understood, which is close to the con-
cept mentioned above of the blending of the inner and the encompassing.
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And this is the concept of “on the day it was anointed” and “after it was anointed”: of the incense
and the bringing of the bowls, which is the level of the raising of mayin nukvin to draw down the
encompassing light, it is written, “on the day it was anointed,” because the anointing oil is also

from the level of Mocha Stima’ah of Atik; if so, it is all one level.
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Whereas the eating of the altar draws down mayin duchrin from the level of Z’eir Anpin; therefore
it is said of it, “after it was anointed,” etc. And see in the Zohar, Parshas Va’eira, page 24b, on the
matter of “All the cattle for the burnt offering, twelve,” and in Parshas Beha’aloscha, page 151, end

of side a.

AOMIR AW 01°2 12 1AAR 1292 A1 27y 18 °2 W n Y 17N

And see further what is written in Parshas Tzav on the verse “This is the offering of Aharon,” etc.,

“on the day he is anointed.”
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