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“Thus shall you bless,” etc. (Numbers 6:23)
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An explanation of the verse “Thus shall you bless,” etc.

'3 PP [oonea Sw A903] WO [mnow mn vpv] WPRAY 1212 1K TIIRD? MmN OTRT RIPM 1Ay M
DR 7772 T 7IYN WURYY MANRD TIwYR TwRnaT ANIR TONnT 717980 X171 IRIP° WR awnw
JanRwn "nMnav

Now, the matter of “And the man gave names” is, at first glance, not understood, according to what
iswritten in Sefer Shel Beinonim (Tanya), Part Two: that the name by which [a thing] is called is the
combination [of letters] that gives it life, drawn from the Ten Utterances. And see what is written on

this matter in the discourse beginning “You shall keep My Shabbosos.”
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If so, they already had their names before the creation of man, for man was created last, after the

formation of the inanimate, the vegetative and the animal, as in the saying, “Even a gnat preceded

”

you.
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But the matter is as is written: that he called their names and drew them from concealment into

revelation, etc., and through this he elevated them.
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That is, man is from the World of Tikkun (Rectification), which is in a state of self-nullification (bit-
tul), whereas the inanimate, the vegetative and the animal are from the World of Tohu (Chaos); and
through the calling of the names, from concealment into revelation, he drew into them the quality
of bittul.
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It is like the matter of the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair, for it was at the rank of an animal of
the six days of Creation, which Adam, the first man, rectified by calling them names, as is written in
the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, Parshas Eikev, in Taamei HaMitzvos; see there at length [and see

what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes”].
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Now, however, we need to bless them; that is because through the sin they descended, etc.; see
there. And this refinement (birur) is through man’s eating the foods from the inanimate, the vege-

tative and the animal, and blessing over them at the beginning and at the end.
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For through this they are elevated and become included in the level of man. And see what is written
on this at length in the explanation of the verse “And the kohen shall wave them upon the bread of
the first fruits.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “And I will sow the house of Israel.” “Light is sown”: this is the G-dly

soul, from [the Name]| Mah of Tikkun, which was enclothed in the body and the animal soul in or-

der to elevate and refine the 288 sparks, etc., by praying afterwards “One” and “You shall love”

with the strength of what he eats and drinks.
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Therefore one must pray every day, for every day the powers of the body are renewed from the life-

force of the foods, and they need an ascent every day;
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and that is through prayer, which is the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine waters) with self-sacri-

fice (mesirus nefesh), at “One” in the Shema and in prayer, which is called “a ladder,” etc. [As is

written elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “Who is enthroned on high,” etc.;
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and see what is written on the matter of “And I will sow her for Me in the land” in the discourse be-
ginning “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh sent out,” and also in the discourse beginning “There

are sixty queens,” on the matter of “Light is sown,” etc.]

xn1ynx] YPRIYNAR M7 NOWHI RO WK 71972 TR T 972° 91RRI T IR Iyt DY mam
5719 219 [IARRM 119922 (xnnoT xnynxt] NPPTIYART NP x5y

Now, concerning this sowing and growth it is said, “May Havayah bless you and guard you”: a
blessing at the beginning. This is the drawing down of the power, an arousal from above (isarusa
dile’eila), so that the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) should be with blessing and success,

etc., as mentioned above.
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And the matter of the second blessing, “May Havayah make His face shine upon you,” is the draw-

ing down of mayin duchrin (masculine waters) that follows the raising of mayin nukvin (feminine

waters) and the arousal from below mentioned above.
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For although the raising of mayin nukvin is called by the name “refinement” (birur), nevertheless
the main completion of the refinement comes only after the mayin duchrin are drawn down upon

the mayin nukvin and refine the mayin nukvin;
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and this is the matter of “to be one in One.” That is: through the revelation of the “One” of the high-
er unity (yichuda ila’ah) in the “One” of the raising of mayin nukvin, the lower unity (yichuda
tata’ah), through this the mayin nukvin is elevated and becomes included in the higher unity itself.
And see what is written on this at length in Parshas Vayeshev, on the verse “Behold, we were bind-

ing sheaves,” etc.

FRNN TR (a1 ponr] TP (09w 2028 Y I9YNN IRDOY TART w8 v oN
It may also be explained that the higher One is elevated through the ascent of the mayin nukvin,
the lower One.
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For one is not called “Adam” (man) except as the inclusion of male and female together, as is writ-
ten in the Zohar, Nasso (page 145b); and in Parshas Vayikra (page 7b) it says, “And then it is called
One,” etc. Therefore the Congregation of Israel is called “tamasi” (My perfect one), for she brings

about the completeness. And both explanations are true.
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Now, this matter can also be understood in the service of G-d: the raising of mayin nukvin in
prayer, with self-sacrifice (mesirus nefesh), is the longing that there be a revelation of G-dliness;

but the revelation is not yet here in actuality; one only desires and longs for this revelation.
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The drawing down of mayin duchrin, however, is that this level of revelation is drawn down; and
this is through Torah and mitzvos, etc., as is written elsewhere, in the explanation of the verse “For

as the new heavens” (in Parshas Bereishis).
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And this is the matter of the Grace after Meals: “And you shall bless es...,” etc., “es” specifically, as
is written in the Zohar (Vayigash, page 208a); and this is the level of Malchus (sovereignty), which

is called “es.”
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That is as is written in Pri Etz Chaim, at the end of Shaar HaShabbos, that the four blessings of the
Grace after Meals correspond to the four mochin (intellect) of Nukva (the feminine): Chochmah
and Binah, Chesed and Gevurah. That is, the mochin are drawn down to her from the Infinite Light
(Or Ein Sof), blessed be He; and this is the matter of the drawing down that follows the raising of

mayin nukvin.
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Therefore, by Torah law there are three blessings, for their essence is the three mochin,

Chochmah, Binah and Daas; only, the intellect of Daas divides into two mochin, the five Chasadim

and the five Gevuros, which are called “the two crowns, the crown of Chesed and the crown of

Gevurah” (in the Idra Zuta, page 291a, and at the end of page 292b).

AYW WYY SNINT 11102 [ovon pya) 7Y WP R [(xapiiv) ’PU'? X7 N1T1220 NMVWANT Py 1AM
70 IR (130 o] 2790 D 0°9952 117

Now, the main extension of the Gevuros is to the Nukva of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), as is

written in Etz Chaim in a number of places; and see there, Sha’ar 25, in the principles (kelalim) of

Chesed and Gevurah, section 17.
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Therefore, by Torah law, which is Z’eir Anpin, the Written Torah, only three blessings are needed,
the drawing down of the three mochin. By Rabbinic law, however — the Oral Torah, which “we call

Malchus” — they instituted a fourth blessing, the revelation of the crown of Gevurah in Nukva, etc.
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[And see the Zohar, Vaeschanan, page 262a: “And we have learned: there are three mochin
(brains), etc.... four mochin are found, etc., and they spread through everything”;
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and there, on side b, on the matter of the shin of three heads and of four heads, etc. And see what is
written on the division of Daas into Chesed and Gevurah in the explanation of the verse “Remem-

ber what Amalek did to you,” etc.
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And in Pri Etz Chaim this is mentioned in a number of places: concerning the four cups, in Shaar
Chag HaMatzos, at the end of chapter 3, and see there on the matter of the three matzos; and in

Sha’ar Yud, chapter 6, concerning the Priestly Blessing; and in Shaar HaTefillin.]
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Now, the root of all the mayin duchrin comes and is drawn into Z’eir Anpin from the light of Abba,
for “it is specifically through Chochmah that they are refined”; and from Z’eir Anpin it is drawn to

Nukva, to refine the mayin nukvin.
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And this is the matter of “May Havayah make His face shine upon you,” which is the level of

Chochmabh, for “A man’s wisdom makes his face shine,” etc.
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2. And the matter of “May Havayah lift up His face” is: after the mayin nukvin and the mayin
duchrin have joined, He lifts them and raises them to the level of a source higher than both of
them, as is written in the Raaya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas, page 238b, that it is like “it bears him
on its pinions,” etc. And see what is written on the matter of “it bears him on its pinions” in the dis-

course beginning “As an eagle stirs up.”
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Now, concerning this matter our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “And how shall I not lift up the
face to Israel? For I wrote in the Torah, ‘And you shall eat and be satisfied, and bless,’ etc., and they

are exacting with themselves down to an olive’s bulk and down to an egg’s bulk.”
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We must first introduce the matter of the measuring line (kav hamiddah), the botzina dekardinusa
(the “lamp of darkness”). It is the level of the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah), in which
the Gevurah of Atik Yomin is enclothed; and these five Gevuros are the level of the measuring line,

“Who has measured,” etc.,
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which gives limit and measure to all the drawings-down of the lights and the vessels. For the level
of Chochmabh is the level that contracts a thing so that it will be thus and so, as His wisdom dictated.
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[And see what is written on this in the explanation of the matter of “the mezuzah on the right and
the Chanukah lamp on the left,” in Parshas Mikeitz; and see what is written in the explanation of
the matter of “When Israel put ‘we will do’ first,” and in the explanation of the verse “You have cap-
tured my heart,” on the meaning of “twenty-eight cubits”; and see the Zohar, Pekudei, page 233a,
and the Zohar, Bereishis, page 18b.
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So too, from the level of the measuring line is drawn the limit for all the refinements of mayin
nukvin (feminine waters) and mayin duchrin (masculine waters): how much will be refined, etc.; as
is written elsewhere on the saying of the Raaya Mehemna at the beginning of Parshas Ki Sisa, “A

stone to weigh with: this is yud,” etc.; see there.
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This is explained further in the explanation of the words of Baruch She’amar, on the matter of

“Blessed is He who says and does; blessed is He who decrees and fulfills,” etc.; see there.
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Now, from there are also drawn the fine details of the laws in each and every mitzvah, such as the
length of the tzitzis, twelve thumb-breadths, and the tefillin, two finger-breadths and specifically
square. That is because they were drawn through the level of Gevurah and the tzimtzum (contrac-

tion) of the measuring line.
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And see Iggeres HaKodesh, on the verse “The kindnesses of Havayah, that we have not ceased”;
and see above, on the verse “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh sent out,” on the meaning of
“Longer than the earth is its measure (middah),” with a mappik in the hei, meaning that it has a
measure, etc.
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That is, as mentioned above, it is from the level of the hidden Chochmah, the measuring line.

Therefore Chochmah is sometimes called judgment (din), as is known.
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After this introduction, the matter of “And how shall I not lift up the face,” etc., will be understood.
For it is written, “And you shall eat and be satisfied, and bless”; whereas when the food is less than
the measure of satiety in physical terms, then as a matter of course in the spirituality within the

food as well,
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that is, the portions of good hidden in it from the 288 sparks of Tohu, there is likewise not the mea-
sure required for a raising of mayin nukvin above to come from it, such that the abundance of the

mayin duchrin would be drawn into it;
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along the lines of what is said in the Zohar, “Blessing does not rest on an empty place.” For even
though it is not actually empty, and there is some raising of sparks, nevertheless they are not wor-

thy that the supernal flow be drawn down and descend upon them, etc.
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[For the bestowal of this abundance of mayin duchrin is drawn down when the raising of mayin
nukvin is a vessel that holds this blessing and flow. And this is “The eyes of all look hopefully to

You,” etc., which is the raising of mayin nukvin;
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and through this, the drawing down of mayin duchrin, “You open Your hand (yadecha),” etc.,
“yudecha” (Your yuds), “and satisfies every living thing [with| desire (ratzon)”: that it satisfies the
longing of the recipient and quenches his thirst, etc. Whereas when there is not the proper mea-

sure for a raising of mayin nukvin, the abundance of mayin duchrin is not drawn down either;
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and this is why for less than a satisfying amount there is no obligation of the Grace after Meals by
Torah law: for through it the revelation of the mayin duchrin is not drawn down, which is also the

level of “and satisfies every living thing,” etc.]
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All this is according to the measuring line, from which this measure and amount of mayin nukvin
and mayin duchrin is drawn, as mentioned above. But for the mayin duchrin to be drawn down
even when the raising of mayin nukvin comes from less than a satisfying amount, of this it is said,

“May Havayabh lift up His face.”
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For it was explained above that the meaning of “His face” is the higher Chochmah (Chochmah

Ila’ah), whose root is the level of the hidden Chochmah. But “May Havayabh lift up His face” means

[lifting it] to the level that is above even the hidden Chochmah,
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that is, to the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Arich Anpin, which is the Keser within
Keser, above the hidden Chochmah, which is the Chochmah within Keser, etc. And Chochmabh is
the level of judgment and of the measuring line, and it is the beginning of Atzilus;
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but of the essence of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, it is written, “Who is enthroned
on high, Who looks down low upon heaven and earth”: for Atzilus and Asiyah are entirely equal be-
fore Him, may He be blessed.
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Therefore it is specifically from there that the lowering is drawn, so that the abundance of mayin
duchrin descends, is drawn down and rests even upon the small raising of mayin nukvin that

comes from less than a satisfying amount, so that “they will be gathered up one by one.”
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And this is “May Havayabh lift up His face”: that He will raise and lift the level of the light of Abba,
the higher Chochmah, higher and higher, into the Infinite Light, blessed be He, where face and
back do not apply at all.

1192911 1187 511 999 ¥22wm) NS (Aot en] TR NOWNRM 19737 DR T IR0 own 7N

Therefore from there “Havayah will command the blessing” and the drawing down of mayin

duchrin, so that there will be “and satisfies every living thing” [with] the supernal will (ratzon),

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/nasso/6/ 11
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even when the raising is less than the measure fixed by the measuring line, etc. And this is “And
how shall I not lift up the face,” etc., “and they were exacting with themselves down to an olive’s

bulk and down to an egg’s bulk.”

905 AR Prnn? 1991° 199 1NPIN2 1910 PIYI PXRT 9N M2 RO xawe noidl P013 99 1M
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That is because the Congregation of Israel is the level of the Malchus of Atzilus, and “their end is

wedged in their beginning”; therefore they are able to draw down from the level of Keser, which is
above Chochmabh, etc.,

TYOW 9”3 1203 19 09 By ax] DPAYRY L,TTIN DW 1377 N1 0°9D10 °13T YRy 003y 12391 Y71
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as is known from the matter of “The words of the Scribes are more pleasing to me than the wine of
Torah.” Even so, they also set a measure and amount, down to an olive’s bulk and down to an egg’s
bulk,

NPT 770712 2y 92391 qWnl 770 3P0 MPYPNwN 79YRoWw 1T 110y 1ownt 0l o
for this supernal drawing down too, which is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus)
and above the measuring line, is drawn and passes specifically through the measuring line,

225 9797 KD 19 XD ORY 10 09991 MR 973,770 1 712 07 RPR D09 10 KUK 0w

for the world cannot receive except through the level of the measuring line, and there must be

lights and vessels, etc.; for otherwise they could not receive.
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Therefore there must be an amount and measure in the raising. Only, this small amount of an
olive’s bulk or an egg’s bulk is enough for the little to be a vessel that holds blessing just as the
much; that is because they drew the root of this supernal drawing down from above the order of

the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/nasso/6/ 12
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(And as for the measure of an olive’s bulk: “a land of olives,” our Sages, of blessed memory, said,

[means] that most of its measures are olive-sized; and the matter is as is written in the Raaya

Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas) (pages 244b and 247b) and in Parshas Eikev (page 272a),

2 N°ND 1w *°na TRy o7 1avn TPWnRnRR 0 P28 °N2 372 R N0 QwT 0 N2 RO DY
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that the olive is the level of the yud of the Name Havayah. It is also the level of Tzaddik, Yesod
(foundation), which draws the drop from the higher Chochmah, the level of “beaten oil,” etc.,

which is also the level of yud; and the Ateres (crown) too is the level of yud.
"0 oY Sv T 1°1y 178D S5y IR UPYT AMRAT DY MR D (7w ckeas] 17133 IR I
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Now, it is explained in the Biurei HaZohar, Parshas Acharei, on the saying on page 79, “Bring an
atonement for Me,” that the yud of the Name Havayah is not a complete contraction, but only in
the manner of “A person should always teach his student in a concise way,” etc.
3R T YART 2IRWNIY (719927 0199511370127 170K) 51K RINAT 2237 mawnm 1°3% 109
And [it is] like the Mishnah relative to the Gemara. And our Sages, of blessed memory, said, “‘And
of the fatness of the earth’: this is Mishnah,”
DOROZINY AW VYN D901 APWNRTN 29 AT ROXITD 0°913° 927 Donw Iy 973 X1 [Awn 0
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for oil too is along these lines: from everything one can extract oil, and the great quantity of the
liquid is included in the little oil that is extracted from it. Therefore the masculine drop is also
called oil, for the drop includes the whole child, etc.

1377 9910 7t 95 o031 17931 NP1 RITW VYN NP IRTHY N 192 1P 1991 0 1w Nt 0Pl 107
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Therefore the olive is called “oil of yud,” and therefore the measure is an olive’s bulk: for they

found a small measure, an olive’s bulk, which nevertheless includes a very great deal.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/nasso/6/ 13
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This is the matter of the yud of the Name, as mentioned above. Therefore this mighty drawing
down can take place even when one eats a small amount, only an olive’s bulk;
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for so too this drawing down comes through a contraction (tzimtzum), the level of yud, a single
point, only it includes within it a great deal, etc.

1192 3P PR YINWD AR KDY 7772 99110 973 10IY DINTOW DIZHT Y D8 1 M2 97190 v
15 7187 911721 DI8AT 7Y 1D TP Nown

Nevertheless, to arouse this level, it must be through contraction, that he contract himself too, as
mentioned in the discourse beginning “And [He| was not willing to listen to Bilam,” on the matter

of drawing down the yud, etc., through contraction and the nullification of will, etc.
95 932 11y2 w15 N1 PRAWS 1PwnI IR I8N 277 N1393 (19725 0319t 1eman vnk] 2PN 199
219

Therefore our Sages, of blessed memory, said in the Midrash Rabbah, at the beginning of Parshas
Tetzaveh, “Why are Israel likened to an olive?” etc.; see there on the matter of “When you are in
distress,” etc.

QOSWRIT 13D *1 RYS AN PPN AUYY NOWNAT 1190 (2 70 1) RN 212 F1D° 1337 o N
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And this is “A leafy olive tree, fair with goodly fruit” (in Jeremiah, chapter 11): that is, the drawing
down of the 375 lights from the level of “May Havayah lift up His face,” which are drawn down
through their being exacting with themselves down to an olive’s bulk. And the shining of the face
depends on Tzaddik, Yesod,

[t anpenat] TPN2Y 790 17901 MR [k >ixna) RPRHA N1 129 719’9 .19 0°19 N7 97 1°K 0°10 95
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for “a eunuch has no glory of the face,” etc. And see further on the matter of the olive in Me’orei
Or, the letter zayin, section 19, and in the Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 19, page 40a. And see what is
written in the discourse beginning “I have seen, and behold, a menorah of gold,” on the matter of
“and two olive trees by it.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/nasso/6/ 14
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Now, along these lines it is further explained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “The barren
one shall surely rejoice and exult at the gathering of her children,” that there is to be a supernal
drawing down from above the measuring line, etc. And see what is written further on this in the ex-

planation of the verse “Who is enthroned on high,” etc.
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However, elsewhere it is explained that this supernal blessing and drawing down too is through the
level of the measuring line, for from there too they draw down the blessing and the addition of the
revelation of light beyond the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). Along these
lines it is also explained in Parshas Toldos, at the end of the discourse beginning “See, the fra-

grance of my son.”

LY D 171 1P RIAW M2 RPT P 57y R %10 29 IR PR >700

And in order that a great light should shine, etc., it is specifically through Yitzchak, etc., who is the
measuring line, etc.; see there.
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And it is possible that, nevertheless, the intent of it all is one, along the lines of what was explained
here: that although the root of this drawing down is from above the measuring line, nevertheless it
must be drawn specifically through the measuring line. Therefore it was specifically through

Yitzchak, etc., and even this without his knowledge, etc.; see there.

139517 TRM 191K 17 DR 7T 12 WO 7T PIRN 191K 7D 973 170 L1pR 19 Ly o) PP
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This needs examination; and see below. And this is also the meaning of “Longer than the earth is
its measure”: that it has a measure, but nevertheless it is very long; and that is the matter of the su-

pernal blessing that is in the measuring line, etc.
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According to this, one may also explain the Midrash Shir HaShirim on the verse “The voice of my

beloved, behold, he comes”: “Since He desires your redemption, He does not look at their reckon-

ings,” etc.

2707 1PYRON Wil 7owWRAN R LI DIRD YIAIR DX nYva 572 1o T 12 27y 53 11PN
ST 2N 1227 110K 1971 NPwh N

That is, according to the measuring line, the exile of Egypt had to be four hundred years. But the
drawing down was drawn from above the order of the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus),

and therefore He does not look at this reckoning.

J19 I 1771% 7AW NIRD YIIRD ADIRIT TR 974 AP0T 1991 MPwhnwnnn aoyntn AT 101y 1
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And this is the matter of “leaping,” from above the chain of descending worlds; therefore He also
leapt over the end of the redemption, from four hundred years to two hundred and ten years, etc.

Nevertheless, because it is drawn by way of the measuring line, there must be some reckoning.
12°Wn K171 712 MR [ooyawa] °Y2A 11T72YWN RIAW 772p0 ¥2w1 720 X2 oW 0°°0nY 11 5”3 11
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That is also what it concludes there: “But has not the Holy One, blessed be He, already sworn that
He would subjugate us among the seventy nations?” etc. And he answers them: “When one of you is

exiled to Barbary,” etc., “it is as though all of you had been exiled,” etc.

IR RPIT 1377 LIPP2W 2T NN NPT 1900 1Py 97197 121900 2Ipna 1Y u3Innw 110m
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That is, the little counts in place of the much, as mentioned above regarding the measure of an
olive’s bulk in place of a satisfying amount. And that is specifically because the essence of this
drawing down is from above the order of the chain of descending worlds, only it passes and is

drawn by way of, etc.
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Now, as for the three levels of drawing down in “May He bless you,” “May He make shine” and
“May He lift up,” it may be said that this is like the matter of the three levels in the arousal from
above (isarusa dile’eila) explained in the explanation of the discourse beginning “The barren one

shall surely rejoice,” mentioned above.

L1292° 11917 WRA2 112792 1°2¥ 1A [RnnDT Rnaynx] n”b'rynx IV [8DY5T xN1IYNKR] 37”5757.71& RiT
The first is an arousal from above that awakens the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), and this
is the matter of the blessing at the beginning, that is, “May He bless you.”
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The second is an arousal from above that comes after the arousal from below, and this is the matter
of “May He make shine.” The third is a supernal arousal from above that is in essence above the
arousal from below, and this is the matter of “May He lift up,” etc., and “and I will bless them,” a

blessing at the end.
D2 1R VR 095 730 7Y 9% D 1NN nnwn 1Py '[’Ji'l‘? 11”72 0°172 N272 1°Iyn Ty W’
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And see what is written further on the matter of the Priestly Blessing in the discourse beginning
“To understand the matter of “‘Who gladdens the groom,’” in Parshas Tzav, and on the verse “And
behold, the staff of Aharon had blossomed,” in Parshas Korach.

RI7 22w .09 7% OwNY NRI Y MIDTRNYIN A9YRPY T390an TPwnnD M noT 1 R A
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3. But this power to draw down from a level that is above the chain of descending worlds (hishtal-

shelus): of this it is said, “And may He grant you peace.” Peace is the vessel that holds blessing,
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and therefore it receives the supernal blessing that is from above the chain of descending worlds,
so that even the little will be a vessel that holds blessing just as the much.
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Now, the meaning of “And may He grant you peace” is through the study of Torah, so that there will
be “And all your children shall be taught by Havayah, and great shall be the peace of your
children.”
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever engages in Torah makes peace in the house-
hold above and in the household below.” The meaning is: peace is the intermediary that joins two
opposites; that is, the middle line of Daas, Tiferes and Yesod.
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And Daas (knowledge) is the principal intermediary, since above it joins Chochmah and Binah; and
this is the matter of peace in the household above.
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And the matter of this joining is that Chochmah is the level of ayin (nothingness) and Binah is
called yesh (something);
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and the higher Daas joins and unites Chochmah and Binah, so that also in the yesh of Binah [it will
be] as it is above, in the ayin of Chochmah; and this is the matter of peace in the household above,
through the higher Daas, etc. And see what is written on this in the explanation of the verse

“Nasso,” on the matter of “This time my husband will be joined to me.”
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So too, along these lines, is the union of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes) and Nukva (the femi-

nine), that is, in general, from Atzilus to Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, which is also ayin and yesh;

except that there the yesh is an actually separate thing.
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But the union means that the light of Atzilus will shine in Beriah, that is, that below too there will be
self-nullification (bittul) as above. And that is through the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva in
Atzilus, through which there is drawn into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, and into the Heichalos
(chambers), also a level of union as above in Atzilus:
5w xebnoal YPAYMRDI DIPW 1N ,R7HI UUHY 10 MPPoNM P12 11D 0PR IR 00 O3 Ui
[vn
that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) is drawn to them too, so that there will be bittul and inclusion,
etc., as is written elsewhere. And this is peace in the household below.
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And this too is through the Daas that extends into the emotive attributes (middos); and this is “For

a G-d of de’os (knowledges),” two levels of Daas, etc. That is because the root of Daas is above

Chochmah and Binah,
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for its root is from the level of the avira (air) that is above the kruma (membrane) that covers the
hidden brain (Mocha Stima’ah), where the Daas of Atik is hidden; as is written elsewhere, in the ex-

planation of the verse “Arm from among you,” etc.
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(And in Zohar HaRakia, in its commentary on the Zohar, Parshas Terumah, page 166, he writes that
the root of Chochmah, Binah and Daas is from the three heads of Atika Kadisha, and the root of
Daas is from the highest head, which is the level of the Reisha deLo Isyada (the head that is not
known), etc.; see there.)
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Therefore it is a vessel that holds blessing from above the measuring line.
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For the measuring line is from the level of the hidden Chochmah, as is written in the commentary
of the Arizal, of blessed memory, on the Sifra DiTzniusa, at the beginning of chapter 1, on “This
scale hangs in a place that is not.” The scale is the hidden Chochmah, and it hangs in Atika, which
is called ayin; and this is “that is not,” etc.: not that it is they, but that they hang on it.
R [mxono ki 0711 RAIIP (23 5971 37T RIPIR P02 RIAW wRn 1R °0an 9wnn Dy 9aR
219 1T PR moynbn ownn
But Daas draws from the level of actual ayin, which is the level of the avira that is upon the kruma
and the hidden brain; and that is a drawing down from above the measuring line, etc.
(73731 mmomn] 273N 2PN 1199777 27 19 2T QOTANAT B7Y 1P 97 [mat fws 297] PRI D3 %
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And see the commentary of the Ramaz at the beginning of Parshas Korach, on the verse “More de-
sirable than gold, than much fine gold”: that is, above the Chochmah and Binah of Arich Anpin, as
mentioned above; and that is above the level of the measuring line, etc.
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And this is “And they shall place My Name upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them”: “I”

(ani) has the letters of ayin, for it is specifically from there that this blessing is drawn, etc.
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And in general, ayin is the level of Keser (the Crown), which is above Chochmah. And see what is

written on this in the explanation of the verse “You shall keep My Shabbosos.”

NRDYM 0% N 10920 RO F992% R WRA2 11292 .A102 13921 WK 71392 1°3¥ 1N

[Pap 1] 771

And this is the matter of a blessing at the beginning and a blessing at the end. The blessing at the

beginning is “May He bless you,” which is the blessing for there to be the growth and the raising of
mayin nukvin (feminine waters),
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and it is in the level of the Malchus (sovereignty) of Atzilus; and of this it is said, “I made you a myr-
iad, like the growth of the field.” And this growth is the level of or chozer (returning light), from be-

low upward;
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and because “their end is wedged in their beginning,” this raising of Malchus rises up to Keser.
Through this there is drawn afterwards a blessing at the end, from the level of “and I will bless

them,” which is the Keser of or yashar (direct light), from above downward.
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After all the above, the reason will also be understood why the first blessing needs no minimum
amount: for it is the level of an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila) to awaken the arousal from
below (isarusa dilesata), as, by way of analogy, one wakes a person who is asleep from his sleep;
and because it comes entirely before the arousal from below, it is not relevant to require a mini-

mum amount.
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But the last blessing, which is an arousal from above that comes through the arousal from below,
therefore requires a minimum amount; and by Torah law it is for a satisfying amount, only they
were exacting with themselves, so as to draw [it] down even for as little as an olive’s bulk, etc.; and

that is from the level of “and I will bless them.”
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In the Ramaz on Parshas Eikev he explains “Thus (koh) shall you bless”: the early authorities wrote
that the word sevarchu (“you shall bless”), with its letters rearranged, is bechisro (“in His crown”),
an allusion that it brings the light down from Keser to Malchus, which is called koh; for when the

blessing is in her, it rests on Israel, who are rooted there, etc.
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And see the Zohar, Part II, Terumah, page 139b, and the Mikdash Melech there; and see the
Midrash Rabbah, Seder Lech Lecha, chapter 43, on the matter of “Thus shall you bless.”
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