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A brief additional explanation on the verse “That they take to you a heifer,” etc.
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Now, according to what is explained from all this, the casting of the cedar wood and the hyssop,
etc., is only a matter of the drawings-down from Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, to draw Chochmah (wis-
dom) and self-nullification (bittul) into the mayin nukvin (feminine waters), which is the ash, etc.;
as the Ramaz (Rabbi Moshe Zacuto) and the Mikdash Melech wrote on Parshas Chukas.

[Penan wostl 37AT MTAT T17°27 573 117 10 IR PY NODWAT M2 MY (b qwsx] PPAR 1AM

13 1IN NP NRT 7Y 9OYD WUy

Now, one can say further on this that the casting of the cedar wood, etc., also alludes to the refine-
ment (birur) of the emotive attributes (middos) of the animal soul; and see what is written above on
the verse “This is the statute of the Torah,” etc.
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That is, as is written in [Midrash| Rabbah, Parshas Chukas, and in Tanchuma there: because a per-
son raises himself up like a cedar, he is stricken with tzaraas; and once he lowers himself like a

hyssop, he is healed (cited in the Yalkut, Parshas Metzora).
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And this matter can be explained according to what the Ramaz wrote in [his|] commentary on the
Zohar, Parshas Terumah (folio 127b), regarding “planted trees, which the Holy One, blessed be He,

uprooted and planted in another place; and these are called the cedars of Lebanon”:
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namely, the six extremities (vav ketzavos) of Z’eir Anpin, which were uprooted in the World of Tohu
(Chaos) and fell into the World of Beriah (Creation), and afterwards were planted and set in the
World of Tikkun (Rectification). And [this is] not as the Mikdash Melech, who explained [it] there
and in Parshas Pinchas (folio 217b)
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in another way. And likewise the book Emek HaMelech, Sha’ar 16, chapter 41, also explains [it]
along the lines of the Ramaz’s explanation.
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If so, according to this there also applies the level of a cedar that needs refinement, namely, what
fell in the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim) from the World of Tohu. And this is along the

lines of the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory, “A person should always be soft like a reed
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and not hard like a cedar”; and as is explained elsewhere, that in the World of Tohu, because of the
intensity and overpowering strength of the attributes, there was no inter-inclusion of one attribute
with its opposite; and this is, by way of analogy, one who is hard like a cedar. Whereas in Tikkun,

they were rectified to be in the level of lines (kavin) and inter-inclusion.
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And this is the matter of “the cedars of Lebanon which He planted”: that they were rectified
through Chochmah (wisdom), koach mah (the power of “what”), the drawing down of self-nullifica-

tion (bittul) and the emotive attributes (middos).
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And this is the matter of “the cedars of Lebanon,” which are the six extremities of Abba, etc. And
according to this, it can be said that this is the matter of the casting of the cedar wood and the

hyssop:
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for the hyssop is lowliness, humility of spirit and self-nullification; and so too the worm (tola’as), as

it is written, “But I am a worm and not a man.” And one binds the cedar together with the hyssop

with the crimson of the worm (shni tola’as), and casts [them] into the burning of the heifer;
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that is, so that there be the refinement (birur) of the attributes of Tohu, which are hard like a cedar,
through the drawing down of self-nullification, etc.; and see what is written in the discourse begin-
ning “Arm from among you”;
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that is, that through this they be included in the level of “the cedars of Lebanon which He planted,”
which are the level of Tikkun. And therefore it is well understood that the casting of the cedar wood
and hyssop, etc.,
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was specifically before it became ash, as is written in the Yalkut, Parshas Chukas, and in the Rash
(Rabbeinu Shimshon), at the end of chapter 3 of [Tractate] Parah. That is because they too are
among the levels that need refinement, for they too become ash,
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like the heifer. And [as for] the wording of the Zohar, Parshas Chukas, “Once it has become ash, one
must cast into it wood and hyssop,” etc., therefore one must say that it is not meant precisely.
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And one can also say that regarding the crimson worm (tola’as shani) itself it is fitting to speak of
refinement, for there is also a crimson worm (tola) on the opposing side (le’umas zeh), in kelipah,

as iswritten in Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 5, chapter 3.
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And so it is in Sefer HaGilgulim, near its end (folio 43d), that about this it is said, “Though they be
red like crimson (tola),” etc. And perhaps this is also the level of the speech and letters of kelipah,
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such as evil speech (lashon hara), talebearing and idle talk; and like the matter of what Rashi wrote

on the Chumash at the beginning of Parshas Balak, regarding Bilam, that his power was in his

mouth.
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And see the Zohar, Parshas Balak (folio 201b, and folio 199, end of side b); and see what is written

above, in Parshas Vayechi, at the end of the discourse beginning “Binding to the vine,” on the mat-

ter of “his foal”; and see what is written in Parshas Beshalach, in the discourse beginning “To My

mare among the chariots,” etc.
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And when these levels of kelipah are burned, and the ash remains, which is their root in holiness

from the World of Tohu, then these levels as they are in the World of Tikkun are drawn down and

revealed: the level of “like a cedar in Lebanon,” etc.,
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and “you worm Yaakov, men of Israel,” a mouth of holiness, etc. And when the cedar of Tohu is rec-
tified in the level of Tikkun, there are in this the two advantages of Tohu and Tikkun together: that
the light
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is intense, and nevertheless it is in the level of self-nullification and inter-inclusion; and like the

matter of the Akudim (the “bound” [lights]) in one vessel, which is above the shattering, etc.; as is

written elsewhere, and in the explanation on the verse “And the priest shall wave them upon the

bread of the first fruits,” etc.
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Also, erez (cedar) is in gematria [equal to] Yitzchak, the level of Gevurah (restraint); and likewise

the crimson worm is the level of Gevurah; for to repel the spirit of impurity there must also be the

level of Gevurah specifically, as is written in the Zohar, in the Idra of Nasso (folio 131b),
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on the matter of the hairs of the beard, which are hard in order to subdue the judgments (dinim);

and this is because they are drawn from Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain), in which the Gevurah

of Atik is enclothed, etc.
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(All this may be said.) And see the Zohar, Chukas (beginning of folio 181). And although here it was

explained that the matter of the casting of the cedar wood, etc.,
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is the matter of drawing down from Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, and so it is explicitly indicated in the
Zohar, Parshas Metzora (folio 53), and in Parshas Chukas (folio 180, end of side b),
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it can be said that both matters are alluded to in them. And this is [why| he does not cast them in

before the burning of the heifer, nor once it has become ash, but rather when it has burst open.
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That is because the burning of the heifer is only a matter of the refinement of the gevuros (severi-
ties) of nogah. And the living water is only a matter of the supernal drawing down from the level of

Mocha Stima’ah, etc.
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But the casting of the cedar wood and hyssop, etc., is in order that there be a refinement of these

levels that are in nogah, so that through this refinement there is also drawn down from the level of
“a cedar in Lebanon” of Atzilus, and likewise hyssop and the crimson worm.
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Therefore they cast them into the heifer after the fire had already caught in most of it and it had

burst open, before its burning was complete. However, according to what has been written, it is im-

plied that the casting of the cedar wood and hyssop, etc.,
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is only a matter of drawings-down from the level of the holy emotive attributes (middos) of Tikkun;
and so it is written in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the passage beginning “Why was the section of Miriam

placed next to the section of the heifer.”
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(And see further on the matter of the heifer in the Zohar, Parshas Vayikra, folio 14a; and in Parshas
Acharei, folio 76a; and in Parshas Pinchas, folio 243b; and in the Omissions (Hashmatos) at the
end of Part I, in section 25, folio 9b.)
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