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“And Havayah spoke,” etc., “This is the statute (chukas) of the Torah which Havayah commanded,
saying.” Now, we must understand: it is written first, “And Havayah spoke,” [meaning] that the Holy
One, blessed be He, is the One speaking to Moshe, “This is the statute of the Torah.” If so, what is

[meant by] “which Havayah commanded”? It should have said, “which I command.”
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We also [need] to understand somewhat the matter of the red heifer (parah adumah), of which it is
said, “the statute of the Torah.” However, the explanation is this: the Torah is called the Written
Torah, [for] “the Holy One, blessed be He, says, and Moshe writes”; and the words of the Scribes are
called the Oral Torah.
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But chukas ha-Torah is a term of engraving (chakikah) (as is written in [Midrash| Rabbah at the be-
ginning of this parshah: “I have engraved a statute (chukah chakakti)”). That is, [it refers to the
Torah] as it is in its root and source, where it is at the level of engraved letters, which is a degree
higher than the level of its being clothed in the degree called written letters, so as to be called the
Written Torah.
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As, by way of analogy, in physical things: with letters written upon white parchment, the letters are
ink, which is a thing foreign to and separate from the parchment, having had no connection at all
with the parchment beforehand; only afterwards, when one writes the scroll in ink upon the parch-

ment, they become united and become one.
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But engraved letters are of the thing itself and within it, and they are truly one thing with the stone
in which they were engraved. (And see what is written on this matter in the discourse beginning “If
you walk in My statutes,” and see what is written in the discourse beginning “I am black and come-
ly,” on the matter that the Torah was given as black fire upon white fire. And this is the matter of the
Written Torah.
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And from what is written there, the meaning of engraved letters will also be understood, namely, by

way of analogy, the letters that are in the soul; see there.) And this is [the meaning of] “This is the

statute of the Torah.”
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That is to say: through the mitzvah of the red heifer, which is a statute (chukah) (see Koheles
Rabbah, at the end of the passage “Who is like the wise man”; and [Midrash| Rabbah: Bo, chapter
19; Tetzaveh, beginning of chapter 38; Emor, end of chapter 30; Naso, chapter 12, page 249, col-
umn d; chapter 13, page 253, column d), you will draw forth on high the level of the engraved let-
ters of the Torah, so that from there itself it descends and is drawn into the level of written letters,
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that is, into the Written Torah; and from the Written Torah this revelation will be drawn into the
Oral Torah.
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And this is because the mitzvah of the red heifer is the general and collective expression (klalus) of
the Torah, as will be explained. And for this the soul descended from its place of glory in Gan Eden

and was clothed in the material body: in order to make the Torah.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Havayah commanded us to do all these statutes,” etc. And this is

[the meaning of] “And you shall do them.”
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And it is written, “And you shall keep My statutes,” etc., “which man shall do (ya’aseh)”: for man is
the one who makes (ha’oseh) them into mitzvos and statutes, in that he draws them from the level
of the engraved letters into the level of the Written Torah; and through this, “and he shall live by

them.”
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And this is [the purpose of] the descent of the souls into the body: a descent for the sake of an as-
cent. And this making and drawing-down is through an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), as it
is written, “And you shall love... with all your heart,” etc.; and through this, afterwards, “And these

words, which I command you, shall be,” etc.
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(And this is along the lines of what was explained at the end of the discourse beginning “Remember
the Shabbos day to keep it holy; and it is written, ‘Keep,’” etc., regarding “and in order to raise the
Torah and bind it to the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, itself, which is above the level of
Adam (Man),” etc.; see there. Also as is written at the end of the discourse beginning “The

Chanukah lamp,” etc., “the mezuzah on the right”:
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that the root of the letters of the Torah is far, far above the level of the Torah, and from there an
added light is drawn into the light of the Torah; and this is through the raising up of “the lamp of a
mitzvah” and through the letters of prayer, etc.; see there. And the letters that are above the Torah

itself are the level of the engraved letters.)

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/1/ 4



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS CHUKAS - MAAMAR 1 173&77 9 I YN 1IN0 npn ANRT A 92T

TN MDD RITW 7T 1Y MW T O3 N 10y 1Ownn JTwnn® oniova 1°n° PR Pan
RPIT TR 792 Mxnb

And [we need] to understand how they will be able to draw down this supernal drawing-down; and

also, what connection this matter, which is the general and collective expression of the Torah, has

to the mitzvah of the red heifer specifically.
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And the explanation: it is explained elsewhere (in Parshas Yisro, in the discourse beginning “And
all the people saw the sounds”) that the point of the mitzvos in general is that through this there is
drawn to a person the level and degree of what is written of the holy Chayos: “And the Chayos ran
and returned (ratzo vashov).”
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And this is what is written of Avraham, “going and journeying”; and it is what is said in Sefer
Yetzirah, “And if your heart runs, return to the One.”
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“Your heart runs”: for “Binah (understanding) is the heart,” in that through contemplating the
greatness of G-d, how “with the yud the World to Come was created,”
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so that even the World to Come, which is delight without end, as in the saying, “Better that he be
judged,” etc., is drawn from only one letter, which is truly accounted as nothing relative to the es-
sence of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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And this is [the meaning of] “For with You is the source of life”: the level of “the source of life,” Gan
Eden and the World to Come, is only “with You,” at the level of something secondary, etc., and nul-
lified relative to His being and essence, may He be blessed.
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And through this the running and the longing will be drawn forth toward Him Himself, may He be
blessed, to be included and nullified in Him, may He be blessed.
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As it is written, “Whom have I in heaven? And [what is] with You I do not desire,” etc. That is: even
the level of Gan Eden, which is called “with You is the source of life,” I do not desire, only Him
Himself, may He be blessed. And this running is called “your heart runs,” which is the level of the

element of fire in the heart.
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And afterwards [comes]| “return to the One,” which is drawn forth because of contemplating the
light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), before which there is no above and below, and
the higher worlds together with the physical World of Asiyah (Action) are equal to Him, may He be

blessed, as it is written, “I fill the heavens and the earth.”
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If so, running and ascent do not apply, for He is found below just as above; and all the ascents,
“they go from strength to strength,” apply only to the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei

kol almin), etc.
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On the contrary: this revelation of sovev kol almin will be, in the Time to Come, specifically below.
And this is [the meaning of] “and she shall rise no more”: there is no need for ascents, for the reve-
lation will be below, through the fulfillment of the Torah and mitzvos in Asiyah.
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Therefore the level of “return” is drawn from this; and it is the level of awe and self-nullification
(bittul), which is above the level of love; and it is the level of the element of water in the brain,
Chochmah (wisdom), koach mah (the potential of “what”), which is above the level of “Binah is the
heart,” etc.
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And see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And you shall know this day.” But how a
person comes to this level is through the fulfillment of the mitzvos,
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as it is written, “From His right hand, a fiery law”: “His right hand” is the level of water, and [it is]
also “a fiery law,” [meaning] that they are comprised of these two levels. And through this a person
will come to the level of ratzo vashov (running and returning), which are the levels of fire and wa-
ter, etc.,

1399717 [pap1s ol 0 NRDPYT NI OO0 P RINW MENRT D3 17037 YR 1IN0 MDD 1w

JRD2Y9T RMAYNR] y”b'rsmx 02 19917 1771 TR DWW [xnn5T 8xN1IYnx| n”b'rynx

which are the general and collective expression (klalus) of the Torah; for on this pattern all the
mitzvos were founded, which is only that there should be the level of raising mayin nukvin (femi-
nine waters), that is, an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), and the drawing-down of mayin
duchrin (masculine waters), the level of an arousal from above (isarusa dile’eila).
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Now, the mitzvah of the red heifer is the general and collective expression (klalus) of this matter of

the level of ratzo vashov. The ratzo (running) is the burning of the heifer to ashes,
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and the shov (returning) is [the meaning of| “and he shall put upon it living water in a vessel.”
Therefore it is specifically of it that it is said, “This is the statute of the Torah.”

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/1/ 7



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS CHUKAS - MAAMAR 1 173&77 9 I YN 1IN0 npn ANRT A 92T

A°MT2 WPRD 13T WY RIZT 2133 KD 10 99575 wH13 1D PR 523 DOICN DapY 1771 wUn)
A2 RIZT NIPMT 10 2IPR ORI DY (279 n797 130tk) ([ pon

(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And the Jews took upon themselves,” regard-
ing [the point| that the soul has no capacity to contain, etc., except in the manner of ratzo vashov;
and this is as is written in the Zohar, Part III) (Haazinu, page 288b): “And on account of this it is
called,” etc., “And the Chayos ran and returned.”
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Now, although in every mitzvah there is this level, this level does not come in full clarity and reve-

lation in all the mitzvos as in the mitzvah of the red heifer,
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whose whole content is these two levels of ratzo vashov, which are the ashes and the living water.
Therefore it is called “the statute of the Torah.”
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And this is along the lines of what was explained elsewhere, on the verse “And the man was wonder-
ing at her,” on the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory: “The conversation of the servants of
the Patriarchs’ households is more beautiful than the Torah of the sons; for the section of Eliezer is

repeated in the Torah, while many essentials of the Torah were given only by allusion.”
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And this is because the section of Eliezer is the joining of the Name Ban (52) to the Name Mah (45),
that is, the Oral Torah with the Written Torah;
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and it is the general and collective expression (klalus) of the union of Mah and Ban, whereas in all
the mitzvos it is in a particular way, for this union in a given mitzvah is a particular level, etc.; see

there.
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In the same way, it will also be understood regarding the red heifer, of which it is said, “the statute
of the Torah,” that it too is the general and collective expression (klalus) of the Torah: through the
ashes and the living water there is the general and collective joining of ratzo and shov, which is the
union of Mah and Ban.
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And it is also like the joining of the heart and the brain: for the element of fire is in the heart, and
this is “if your heart runs”; and the element of water is in the brain, and it is the level of “return”;
and their joining together is the joining of ratzo and shov. And see what is written in the discourse

beginning “Arm from among you,” etc.
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Now, in all the mitzvos there is also the level of fire and water; therefore through the fulfillment of

every mitzvah a person will come to the level of ratzo vashov, for every limb, too, is comprised of

the heart and the brain.
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There, however, it is a particular level; but in the mitzvah of the red heifer it is the general and col-
lective expression (klalus) of this union, like the joining and union of the brain and the heart them-

selves, etc.
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And see what is written further in Parshas Shelach, in the discourse beginning “And it shall be to
you for tzitzis,” on the matter of the fire of yud and the fire of hei, where it is also explained how

this union is drawn through the mitzvos, etc.; see there.
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2. Now we must understand the burning of the heifer: how it is the level of ratzo. The explanation:

it is stated in the Zohar (Parshas Chukas, page 180b): “A heifer, which receives from the left. And
who is it that is to the left? The ox, as it says, ‘And the face of an ox on the left.””
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For “the left pushes away and the right draws near.” And above there are the levels of “right and left
you shall spread out”: from the level of the right the flow of influence is drawn with a revelation of
light, and this is “the right draws near.”
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Therefore it is impossible for the external forces to receive nourishment from the level of the right;
for influence that comes by way of closeness and affection is only for the side of holiness, as it is

written, “I have loved you, says Havayah,” and it is written, “May He make His face shine with us.”
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Whereas the kelipos (the husks) receive only from the level of the back (achorayim), that is, like
one who throws [something] over his shoulder. Therefore they have no nourishment from the level
of “the right draws near”; on the contrary, it is written, “Your right hand, Havayah, shatters the

enemy.”
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(Therefore, at the destruction of the Holy Temple, it is written, “He has drawn back His right hand,”

etc.; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “Then I was by Him as a nursling,” on the

matter of “Your right hand, from within Your bosom, consume [them].”) Rather, their nourishment

is from the level of the left.
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For “the left pushes away”: the influence from the line of the left is not in the manner and way of

the right, which draws near, but rather in the manner of pushing away, so that it pushes the influ-

ence away.
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Therefore, through many contractions (tzimtzumim), one pushing-away after another, it can come
about that the external forces also receive. And this is the meaning of “a heifer, which receives
from the left”
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(see the commentary of the Ramaz there, and the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal at the end of Parshas
Chukas; and see the Zohar, Part II, Pekudei, page 224b, and the commentary of the Ramaz there;
and the Zohar, Parshas Acharei, page 79b, on the external forces’ nourishment from the line of the
left). And this is [the purpose of] the mitzvah of the red heifer: to rectify this.
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And the seven sprinklings “toward the front of the Tent of Meeting” are to raise up its inner dimen-
sion (pnimiyus), which is the level of the good that was drawn and spread within it from the level of
the face of the ox in the Chariot, and to return it and raise it to its root. And afterwards [comes] the

burning of the heifer, to make it ashes.
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The explanation is this: by way of analogy, when wood is burned and through this becomes ashes,
the ashes are the very being and essence of the burned wood;
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for “all was from the dust,” only that three more elements, fire, air and water, were compounded in
it with the earth, which is its essence.
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And through the burning in fire the three elements, fire, water and air, that were in the wood pass
away and are consumed in the smoke that comes into being from their combination;
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and the fourth element that was in the wood, which is its essence, that is, the earth in it, is what re-

mains in existence, and it is the ashes. And this is also the matter of matter and form, for in every-

thing there are matter and form.
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The simple matter of the wood is the element of earth, and the three elements, fire, air and water,
are only the form of the wood; and through the burning of the wood only the essence of its simple

matter remains, etc.

SRAWTN MW °197 973 79YLNWI NPRTA WA 3 XIM Y N2 w0 T NTIAYa BTy 0 1am
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Now, so too, by way of analogy, in the service of G-d there is a level along these lines: the animal
soul, too, descended from “the face of an ox on the left,” like the level of “a heifer, which receives
from the left.”
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And just as from the level of the heifer the influence is afterwards drawn to the external forces, so

from the emotive attributes (middos) of the animal soul there is drawn the desire and craving for
the pleasures of this world, whether in what is permitted or in what is forbidden, G-d forbid.
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Now, when a person desires and wants something of the matters of this physical world, that thing is

avessel for the will and the longing in the person’s heart;
521 W21 R '{12'“1'? o°%5 9”3 11 9277 Ll TR 272 IINRY NM2TT 72AWART N1PNIR 1)
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and likewise the letters of thought and speech with which he thinks and speaks of how to obtain the

thing are also vessels for that will, and all the more so the action; for they are all the level of vessels

and garments for the will.

92 1% NS T80 0 O YWD NI N0 YTy RINY 1897 g%y 9mIn> 71718 10 07 0l
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They, too, are like form to matter, [form] to the essence of the will, which is, by way of analogy, like

the simple matter; and it is they that are the form, [so that he] wants such and such, etc.
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Now, as for the essence of the will: although when it is clothed in an evil craving it is utterly evil,
nevertheless the nature of this power is not sin and evil in its own very essence;

PWOY RITW M3 202 MIRNNAT 19 NP2 9157 X372 MIRNAT 79 PRI AN 0%y Y
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for its essential nature is only a power of desire, and it can be a power that desires good just as it

now desires evil.
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Rather, the evil is that he has bent and drawn the power of desire to desire evil, and the form in it

became very evil, and it was clothed in filthy garments, until it was drawn to turn away from the

positive commandments or to crave what is forbidden.

2MIRY TIRNR NPAD n3pn 5 nxpPnInm 1225 '|'|’-.'>ﬂ5 M1 M0 WO UM MRy TINNNAT 1D T3 PAR
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But in terms of the power of desire itself, this power is able to turn his heart from one extreme to

the other: to crave, to love and to want to cleave to G-d, as it is written, “[With] my soul I have

craved You,” as one loves and craves the life of his soul, etc.
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For in truth the power of desire in the animal soul, in itself, has its root and foundation in supernal
holiness, in the level of the face of the ox in the Chariot, as mentioned above, and as is explained
elsewhere on the verse “When you go out,” etc.
7772y 9272 O3 MIRNAT 0D Y qWnIl [0°%51 nrawa] 2”N2WA 'm'?”-.'JJ"l N3TTAN NI ROX
Only that through the descent of the levels and their fall in the shattering of the vessels (sheviras
hakeilim), it came about that the power of desire is [directed] also to a matter of sin.
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Therefore, when he returns to G-d, he can turn his heart from one extreme to the other, so that
even the power of desire that was clothed in an evil craving will return to the love of G-d, as it was
in its root, in the level of the face of the ox, etc.
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Not so the evil deed that he craves: since it is in truth utterly evil in itself, it cannot be included in

holiness, and there is no remedy for it but its nullification and removal from the world.
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As all this is explained in the discourse beginning “To understand the meaning of the verse ‘Who is
a G-d like You,’” regarding “Who bears iniquity and passes over transgression.”
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And this is [the meaning of] the burning of the heifer, so that only the ashes remain, which are the

essence of the emotive attributes (middos) of the animal soul, that is, the level of the power of de-

sire, which, by way of analogy as mentioned above, is the simple matter;

1399717 291a% 07991 099N 10 172 WP MIRNNT 0D (o] AR 0OKIZ DOWI2PM AR AR
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but the form and the filthy garments in which the power of desire was clothed will pass away and be
consumed entirely. That is, the power of desire will no longer be clothed in them, not [even] in
thought, for he will put [the matter]| entirely out of his mind, [ceasing] from thinking and speaking
of it, and all the more so in deed, G-d forbid.
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And [he is] to be “shutting his eyes from seeing evil,” and the like: to subdue the sitra achra (the
other side), doing the opposite of and against the craving of the animal soul in all the senses, sight

and hearing, etc., and in thought, speech and action.
il Kalab AR hala) 1NN M neas M Ik ahl W21SH 0w 0°950 DVanY 1 R°DONKR ”Y 1IN
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Now, through this subduing (iskafya), in which he nullifies the vessels in which this will is clothed

and pushes them away from it completely, this is, by way of analogy, like the burning of the heifer,

MINZY P ARWI 797w 07y 1991 1990 12 12577 7172 PR (oo mn wx] BPIR NITI0Y ANw
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in which the three elements, fire, air and water, that were compounded in it pass away and are con-
sumed through the burning, and only its essence, which is the ashes, remains.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/1/ 15

12

13



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS CHUKAS - MAAMAR 1 173&77 9 I YN 1IN0 npn ANRT A 92T

7 AORWN [nennan waan] 27NN 12 MOORAT [nwym 2127 nawnn] ¥7RITIN OORIX 01291 1721w P
1137 mawnnal PPRITING w219 25717 10K 1NINRYA RIT WRD [nennan woat) 37737 TIRNNAT 0D DYY
ORI N2 91 MOORT [nwym

So too, when the filthy garments, the thought, speech and action of what is forbidden, are separat-
ed from the animal soul, and there remains only the essence of the animal soul’s power of desire as
it is in itself, not compounded with and clothed in the thought, speech and action of what is forbid-

den: this is the level of the ashes.
553 NAIRY WMoY 1 NAnRD Y7 72NN AX¥pPn 5K n%Pnn Ot mRnna [nd ”NKX ']15-'177 591° 1N
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And then he can afterwards turn this power of desire from one extreme to the other, from an evil
love to the love of G-d, as it is written, “And you shall love... with all your heart,” “with both your in-
clinations”: that even the evil inclination will return to the love of G-d itself.
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That is, from the level of subduing (iskafya) he comes to the level of transforming (is’hapcha) dark-

ness into light. And this is the meaning of “Shema Yisrael”: shem ayin.
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For the large ayin is the seven holy emotive attributes, [each] comprised of ten, and they are the
seventy souls of Yaakov. And through the shattering of the vessels that took place in these seven at-

”

tributes, the level of the seven primordial kings of Tohu, of “the land of Edom,” “and he reigned...

and he died,” etc., there came into being from this the evil attributes, also seventy levels.
19 923 57IND 7732 991 1772 M vy L,°N37 Y onal 1w 1nIvyne Ny MTRm 972 90
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And one must refine the evil attributes (middos) and raise them to their root, to the level of the
large ayin; and see what is written on this in the discourse beginning “And all your children shall

be taught,” regarding “and great shall be the peace.” And this is shem ayin.
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For it is written, “And from there you will seek Havayah,” etc.: “from there” (misham) specifically,
as it is written, “They cried there: Pharaoh king of Egypt,”
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for the term sham (there) denotes the place of the sitra achra (the other side). For the term zeh
(this) [denotes] something one can actually point to with one’s finger,
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of which one would say “that this is it”; and this cannot be said except of the Holy One, blessed be

He, as it is written, “This is my G-d, and I will glorify Him,” etc., for “the whole earth is full of His

glory.”
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But the place and dwelling of the kelipos (the husks) is very far away; therefore it is called sham
(there), that is, very deep below. And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “And there they shall
die”: it is the place of death and of the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim), etc. And this is
[the meaning of] “And from there you will seek Havayah your G-d, and you will find,” etc.: for

“there is no place empty of Him.”
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Therefore even from the level of sham they can find G-d, through “and you will seek Havayah”:
crying out to G-d in one’s distress from the depth of the heart, and the level of teshuvah (return).
And see what is written on this matter on the verse “And Yaakov settled,” and on the verse “I am my
Beloved’s.”
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And then darkness is transformed into light, and from the level of sham it becomes shem ayin, for
the life-force is raised to its root. And this is [the meaning of] the burning of the heifer to ashes,

etc., as mentioned above.
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(And this is as is written in Pri Etz Chaim: sham, the 288 sparks and the Name Ban (52), [together]
equal sham [340] in numerical value, and they rise to their root in the large ayin, the seven lower
[Sefiros] of the Name Sag (63). And see what is written in Parshas Vayishlach, at the end of the dis-

course beginning “And a man wrestled,” etc.
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And this is why the heifer comes to purify from the impurity of the dead: that is, the level of the
shattering of the vessels of the seven kings mentioned above, which is called “and he died,” etc.,
[for] “one who falls from his level is called dead.” And see what is written on the verse “And He fed
you the manna,” etc. And this is why Parshas Parah is read before Rosh Chodesh Nissan: to be puri-
fied and to come to the level of the Exodus from Egypt, etc. And see [Midrash] Rabbah, Bo, chapter
19.)
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3. Now, the level of the burning of the heifer to ashes is so that there be “And you shall love... with

9

all your heart,” “with both your inclinations”; and this is the level of ratzo, “if your heart runs,” the

element of fire in the heart. And afterwards there must be the level of shov,
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and this is the meaning of what is written, “and he shall put upon it living water in a vessel.” For
just as living water is [water] that springs up from beneath the earth, whose source is hidden within
the earth, and it is drawn from concealment to revelation,
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so He, may He be blessed, is called “the source of living water,” for He is “the hidden of all hidden
ones” and “the concealed of all concealed ones,” “I am who I am”; and from Him, may He be
blessed, is drawn the level of living water, which is the Torah,
P13 RO RO 20 .00 RPY A0 0K '[351 11°1.0 722077 172 AR nxb’y 1172211 °°12 R°Aw
oonyy
which is the level of supernal Chochmah (wisdom), of which it is said, “and wisdom gives life”; and
therefore it is said, “They die, and not with wisdom.” For Chochmah is the level of the Tree of Life.
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However, this drawing-down of living water is “into a vessel” specifically: these are the deeds of the
mitzvos, which are the level of vessels.
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For the 248 positive commandments are called “the 248 limbs of the King,” for each and every
mitzvah is the level of a particular vessel for the revelation of light: as in tefillin the revelation is at
the level of the intellect (mochin), and in charity at the level of Chesed (kindness), etc.
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(And see what is written in the discourse beginning “I saw, and behold, a menorah of gold,” and in
the discourse beginning “And the Jews took upon themselves.”) And likewise the letters of the
Torah are also the level of vessels, etc.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Miketz, in the discourse beginning “The Chanukah lamp,” etc.,

“and the mezuzah on the right,” etc.) And all this is the level of “return to the One,”
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that is, after the level of ratzo, which is the ashes of the heifer, there must be the level of shov: to
draw down the revelation of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, from above to below,
through occupation with the Torah and mitzvos. And this drawing-down is from the very source of

living water, which is the level of the source of the Torah, the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He.
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For “spirit brings spirit and draws down spirit”: through “if your heart runs,” etc., and the transfor-

mation of the darkness of the animal soul into light, which is the level of teshuvah (return),

through this one draws from the level of the source of living water, etc.
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Therefore the ashes must be put upon the water: for even after the level of shov, nevertheless the
impression of the ratzo must be recognizable, for there must always be ratzo vashov, as is ex-

plained elsewhere, in the discourse beginning “And all the people saw,” etc.
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All the more so, since the ashes and the ratzo are what cause the drawing-down of the living water

from the source of living water, as mentioned above. (And see what is written in the discourse be-
ginning “Then Iwas by Him as a nursling,” on the matter of “I have delighted in Your Torah”;
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and see what is written elsewhere on the Zohar, Parshas Tazria) (page 49a), on the matter of “Sprin-
kle upon them the water of purification,” “the remnants of the crystal dew,” etc. And see what is

written in the explanation on “There are sixty queens,” etc., “My dove is one,” etc.
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And with this will also be understood what is written, “And the kohen shall take cedar wood and
hyssop and scarlet wool (shni tola’as), and cast [them] into the midst of the burning of the heifer.”

BRY° ONn 2P3° nyoIn °X7°N BX 2°N5 1T

For it is written, “Fear not, worm (tola’as) Yaakov, men of Israel.”
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And our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Just as this worm strikes the cedars only with its mouth,
so Israel have nothing but prayer,” etc. And so too with the speech of Torah,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said (in Moed Katan, page 16b) regarding David: when he would
sit and occupy himself with Torah, he would make himself soft like a worm; and as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said on the verse “The voice is the voice of Yaakov,” etc. And see on this the Zohar
at the end of Parshas Vayishlach (page 178a) and in Parshas Terumah (page 139a).
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And the explanation is that occupation with the Torah, which is called living water, must be in
speech specifically, as it is written, “and you shall speak of them”; meditation in thought alone does
not suffice. And as is also known, all the mitzvos must be fulfilled in action, speech and thought.
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And even the mitzvos that apply only in the presence of the Temple, which cannot be fulfilled in ac-
tion, can be fulfilled in speech, as our Sages, of blessed memory, said: “Whoever occupies himself

with the Torah of the burnt-offering is as if he offered a burnt-offering,” etc.
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And the explanation is that through speaking words of Torah, the power of the supernal speech is
drawn down and clothed in the mouth of the one who speaks, as it is written, “and My words which

I have put in your mouth,” and as is explained elsewhere in several places.
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(And see what is written in Parshas Yisro, in the discourse beginning “In the third month,” on the
meaning of “saying” (lemor) at the beginning of the Ten Commandments; and see what is written
there at the end of the discourse beginning “Moshe would speak”; and see what is written at the end
of the discourse beginning “On the eighth day, an assembly,” regarding “And I have put My words
in your mouth, and in the shadow of My hand I have covered you”; and in the discourse beginning

“And I will betroth you to Me,” on the meaning of “You have declared Havayah this day,” etc.;
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and what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “To understand what is written, ‘On the

999

eighth day, an assembly,”” regarding “My tongue shall respond with Your word”; and see what is

written on speaking words of Torah in the discourse beginning “They disputed in the Heavenly

Academy: if the white spot preceded,” etc.
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And see the Zohar at the end of Parshas Mishpatim) (page 123a), on the matter of “Daas (knowl-
edge) is hidden in the mouth,” etc.; and what is written about this in the book Mavo She’arim
(Sha’ar 3, part 2, chapter 3).
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And see [Midrash] Rabbah, Ki Sisa, chapter 41, regarding “He gave it to him from within His

i

mouth,” etc., “from His mouth, knowledge,” etc.; see there. And see what is written in the dis-

course beginning “And He said,” etc., “Who gave man a mouth,” etc. And see Sefer Shel Beinonim

(Tanya), Part I, end of chapter 5.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written, “so that the Torah of Havayah may be in your mouth,”
etc.: “in your mouth” specifically. And this is [the meaning of] “worm Yaakov,” whose strength is in

his mouth specifically.
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And this is the essence of the level of medaber (the speaking being). As is written in Mavo She’arim
there, the difference between a living being that speaks and a living being that does not speak is in
the mouth, etc.
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But this power [comes] when the speech in words of Torah is in a state of self-nullification (bittul),
as it is written, “And you shall not profane (techalelu),” etc.: not to make a void (chalal) and a sepa-

rating screen.
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And this is the level of the worm: that he be in a state of self-nullification, at the level of “lowly in
his own eyes, despised,” and “But [ am a worm and not a man.” Through this there will be power in
his mouth when he speaks words of Torah, so that there be “And I have put My words,” truly, “in
your mouth”; and through this the power of his mouth will be mighty to drive out and separate the

nourishment of the external forces
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(and see what is written in Parshas Miketz, in the discourse beginning “Sing and rejoice,” on the
level of “my sister,” which is the degree of the masters of Torah; and there, in the explanation on

“Who is enthroned on high,” on the matter of Rav Yehudah, all of whose learning was in Nezikin),
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and as is written in Pri Etz Chaim (Sha’ar 5, chapter 3) on the matter of the continual burnt-offer-
ing: olas (burnt-offering) has the letters of tola (worm), and this is the level of “worm Yaakov.” And
of this it is said, “Command the children of Israel,” etc.: lehakriv (to offer) has the letters of

leharkiv (to rot), like the worm that consumes and rots the strong wood, etc.
TPWRRY 1232 MR T3°02° 9700 YW ¥?1N Ro0N0%3 rn° NPYTA 192 RAX [mi2en swxa) N7 1351
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Therefore the initials of “Ana b’choach gedulas yeminecha tatir tzerurah” (“Please, by the great
might of Your right hand, release the bound one”) equal tola (worm) in numerical value: for
through the Torah, “Your right hand is glorious in power,” in that it draws the level of the higher
Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah) into Chesed (kindness), “the right arm,” etc.
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And through this [the power] is drawn to separate the nourishment of the external forces. And this
is also what is written afterwards, “Kabel rinas amcha” (“Accept the song of Your people”), etc.,

whose initials are kra Satan (“tear Satan”);
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for so is the level of Torah study with one’s mouth, when it is in a state of self-nullification, in the
manner of “But I am a worm,” etc.: to rot and to tear away the nourishment of the external forces,

which is from the side of the left, in the manner of “a heifer, which receives from the left.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “tear Satan,” (as is written in Psalms 71:13) “Let the adversaries (sot-

nei) of my soul be consumed.”
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[And see what is written in Pri Etz Chaim and in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal, Parshas Terumah,
that also the initials of “Shav’asenu kabel ushma tza’akasenu yode’a ta’alumos” (“Accept our cry
and hear our plea, You who know hidden things”) equal tola’as (worm) in numerical value; and this

matter can be said to refer to the speech of the letters of prayer,
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as our Sages, of blessed memory, said on “worm Yaakov,” that it refers to prayer. And [so] it is well
understood why the scarlet worm (tola’as shani) is cast into the burning of the heifer, which is at

the level of ratzo, which is the level of prayer.
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For this level of “worm Yaakov” applies both to the level of ratzo and to the level of shov, that is, in
the speech of prayer and in words of Torah. And see Pardes, in Erchei HaKinuyim, the entry to-

la’as, and the Ramaz on Parshas Tzav, page 27.]
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Therefore they cast into the burning of the heifer cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet wool, etc.; for
the level of the supernal attributes (middos) is called “vegetation” (tzome’ach), as is known from
the matter of the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge, etc.; and in them there are the levels of
smallness (katnus) and greatness (gadlus). And this is the cedar wood, the greatest of plants, and

the hyssop, the smallest of plants.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/chukas/1/ 25



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS CHUKAS - MAAMAR 1 173&77 9 I YN 1IN0 npn ANRT A 92T

MDY NI 1 DRI 19°9PT MITA T IPWONWI MRw N7 12 7070 09990 NYvAw APty mIm
M2 I IR AWITPT MTAN PNan 0NN NPt TU1mY 19°9pT YYA 20071 RIT Ny?In tam
, 12 AWITR2W Mk

Now, the shattering of the vessels was chiefly in the seven attributes (middos), and from this the
seven attributes of kelipah (the husk) descended, and their nourishment is from the seven super-
nal attributes. And the scarlet worm rots the wood of kelipah and separates the nourishment of the
external forces from the level of the holy attributes, which are themselves the level of vegetation in
holiness, etc.
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(And see in Pri Etz Chaim there how there is also aworm in kelipah; and perhaps the burning of the
scarlet worm also alludes to this: that the worm of holiness should prevail over the worm of kelipah;
and likewise with the cedar wood and hyssop, etc. And see the Zohar, Part III, Parshas Metzora)
(page 53b) on the matter of the cedar wood and hyssop.
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And this is also the meaning of “worm Yaakov, men of Israel (mesei Yisrael)”: that is, when a per-
son makes himself like a worm in his occupation with Torah and prayer, to be “lowly in his own
eyes, despised,”
9y 55 27y O'IbPﬂN 01370 BRAY *nn *na 0 199 10 09D gy nx| YR DOWRAY 1179017
D N33 ann
that is, he makes himself like leftovers; then through this he will be at the level of mesei Yisrael;
[for] Targum Onkelos on the verse “every city of men (mesim)” [renders it] “men” (gavraya), etc.,
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that is, males. And this is as is explained elsewhere on the meaning of “So that you shall remember
(tizkeru) and do all My commandments”: that you be at the level of males (zecharim) and givers, to
make and to draw the light into the mitzvos, etc., as [explained] above on the meaning of “which

man shall do,” etc.
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4. And this is [the meaning of] “And Havayah spoke to Moshe and to Aharon, saying: This is the
statute of the Torah.”
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For the procedure of the red heifer, as a whole (klalus), is these two matters, the level of ratzo and
the level of shov. Now, on these two matters of ratzo and shov the whole essence of the Torah and
the mitzvos was founded.
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Therefore it is said of this, “This is the statute of the Torah,” in the sense of “the statutes of heaven
and earth,” that is, the ordering of heaven and earth, etc.
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And it is also a term of engraving: that is, to draw down the source of the Torah, which is the level

of the engraved letters, to draw from there the light and the flow into the level of supernal

Chochmah (wisdom), which is the Written Torah, and from it into the Oral Torah.
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(And see the Zohar, Part II, Vayakhel) (page 200a). And see what is written on the verse “Blow [the
shofar] on the New Moon,” regarding “For it is a statute (chok) for Israel,” that it too is from the

term engraving, etc.,
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and what is written below regarding “with the lawgiver (bimchokek), with their staffs.” And further,
this drawing-down from the level of the engraved letters to the level of the Written Torah will be
understood along the lines of what was explained in the discourse beginning “The Torah [that
Moshe| commanded.”
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For the Torah is called “the fallen fruit of the supernal wisdom”; but in order that there be drawn
from the level of the very essence of supernal Chochmabh, etc.; see there. And this is [the meaning

of] “the statute of the Torah which Havayah commanded, saying,” as will be explained.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And Havayah spoke to Moshe and to Aharon,” who are of the level of
“and what (mah) are we,” the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), etc.: “This is the statute of the

Torah,” to draw into the higher Chochmah from the level of the engraved letters, which is above
Chochmabh.
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And this is [the meaning of] “which Havayah commanded, saying.” For the first Name Havayah is
the level of the light that fills all worlds (memalei kol almin), “with the yud the World to Come was
created,” etc.; and the second Name Havayah is the level of the light that encompasses all worlds
(sovev kol almin).
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(And see the Zohar, Part III, page 138b, and the commentary of the Arizal there; and see what is

written in the discourse beginning “And Israel saw the hand,” on the meaning of “and they be-
lieved in Havayah.”)
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And the meaning of tzivah (commanded) is from the term tzavta (companionship) and joining: that
the level of sovev kol almin is joined and drawn to the level of memalei kol almin. And this is lemor
(saying): the utterances are the level of letters drawn from Chochmah; “Bereishis (In the begin-

ning) is also an utterance,” and the Targum Yerushalmi [renders]| Bereishis as “with wisdom,” etc.
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And as it is written, “And these words, which I (Anochi) command you, shall be”: into the level of
“these words” there will be drawn the revelation of “I (Anochi) am who I am,” “the hidden of all
hidden ones.” And this is “I command you” (metzavecha): in the manner of companionship (tzavta)

and actual bonding. And this is what is written, “which Havayah commanded, saying.”

Ny 1o MTa TR 72272 '|3'? 9 OR R1X¥7 12 371 98KR7 °N2w M2 178 ']"?N MR 7Y 1M
13 9°9%° 12 9225 %52 nanRy
And this is through “that they take to you a heifer,” etc.: for the level of the ashes is the level of rat-
zo, “if your heart runs,” etc., “With You I run against a troop,” etc., so that there be “And you shall
love... with all your heart,” “with both your inclinations,” etc.
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And afterwards, “return to the One,” which is the level of living water, that is, what is written, “And
these words, which I command you, shall be,” etc.
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For this is the foundation of the entire Torah: that there be the level of ratzo vashov.
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And in every mitzvah, too, there is this level, in a particular way; but the general and collective ex-
pression (klalus) of this level is this matter of the heifer, etc.
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Therefore it arouses and draws down the level of “the statute of the Torah,” so that it be drawn into
the Written Torah and the Oral Torah. And this is what Shlomo said of it, “I said, ‘I will become

wise,’ but it is far from me”: because it arouses [a level] far, far above wisdom, etc.
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(And from there it is drawn into the level of Chochmah (wisdom), as in the matter of “I will teach
you (a’alefcha) wisdom,” etc.; and this is “He preserves kindness for thousands (alafim),” etc. And
see what is written in Iggeres HaKodesh, in the passage beginning “Why was the section of Miriam
placed next,” etc. And also the matter of the ashes of the heifer: that from the level of par-hei
(parah, the heifer) it becomes efer (ashes), which is the level of par-alef, as the explanation is writ-
ten in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal.)
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And with all the above will be understood what is written, “And it shall be for the congregation of
the children of Israel for a keeping,” etc.: that apart from the ashes with which they would sanctify
and sprinkle, they would also set some of it aside in the cheil (the rampart) for safekeeping, as is
explained in Rashi’s commentary, and in the Mishnah at the end of chapter 3 of [tractate] Parah,

and in the Rambam.
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And the explanation is that, in truth, in each and every mitzvah there is the level of ratzo and shov,
and the power for this is drawn from the level of the procedure of the heifer; for the ashes of the
heifer are the general and collective expression of the level of ratzo, etc.
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And of this it is said, “And it shall be for a keeping,” etc. And this is also explained in the first sec-
tion of the Shema:
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“And you shall love... with all your heart and with all your soul,” etc.: this is the level of ratzo; and
afterwards, “And these words shall be,” this is the level of shov, etc.; “And you shall teach them to

your children, and you shall speak of them,” etc.,
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that is, there must be speech specifically in Torah, as mentioned above; “And you shall bind them,”
etc., “And you shall write them,” etc.: for the living water must be “into a vessel” specifically, which

is the deeds of the mitzvos, which are the level of vessels, etc.
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