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To explain the matters mentioned above:
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The meaning of “wisdom gives life to its owners” is according to the saying of our Sages, of blessed
memory: “Why does the section of Shema come first,” etc.: so that one first accept upon himself

the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, and afterwards the yoke of the mitzvos.
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Now, accepting the yoke of the kingdom [of Heaven| [means] that the mitzvos are a yoke and a de-
cree of the King, and even so one must accept this yoke upon himself willingly; and the essence of
doing the mitzvos is [that it be] because of the yoke, because so the King commanded, and not in

order to draw down the delight that is in them; for that is not service.
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And it is written, “Because you did not serve with joy”: the joy is to come from the service, from the
fact that one serves and fulfills the King’s decrees (and see about this in the discourse beginning
“For with You is the source of life,” in Parshas Mikeitz, and in Parshas Shelach on the verse “And

now, I pray, let [the power| be great”).
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Now, it is written, “The hidden things belong to Havayah our G-d, and the revealed things to us.”
The hidden things are awe and love (dechilu urechimu); and “the revealed things” (vehanigalos),

the vav and hei, [which are] revealed, are Torah and mitzvos.
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For the Torah is alluded to in the vav of the Name, since it has in it the level of the six extremities
(vav ketzavos): the six orders of the Mishnah, Zera’im in Chesed, etc.; and the mitzvos in the hei of
the Name, the level of Malchus; and the drawing down of the last hei is through the level of the vav
(see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “These are the accounts,” and see what is
written in the discourse beginning “And I return in peace”; and see the Zohar, Part III, 10b; end of
66b; 77b).
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To understand this, we need [to understand] the matter of service: how can the term “service” ap-
ply before Him, may He be blessed? Does He need anything at all? And “If you are righteous,” etc.
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And what is this that is said, “and to serve Him,” etc.? (And see what is written about this at the end
of the discourse beginning “And these are the laws,” concerning “six years he shall serve”; and in
the discourse beginning “None shall miscarry,” concerning “And you shall serve Havayah your
G-d”; and in the discourse beginning “He has not beheld iniquity in Yaakov”; and in Sefer Shel

Beinonim, chapter 15.)
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The explanation is that service is to draw down a revelation of G-dliness out of concealment, from
above the chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus).
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For as it is already drawn down in the order of the chain of descent, it is enclothed in a multitude of
levels, until it becomes physical heavens and earth, which conceal and hide, until it appears to be a

being (yesh) and a thing, and one can say, “My strength and the might of my hand,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/behaaloscha/7/ 3



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA - MAAMAR 7 bu:n 0°970 szb

T QIRT I3 Q3 QONNT NYIN2Y .0%AYE 9809 19131 TONYY (w1 1m0 NIPRR 1993 DU

5 w7370 2P

And there must be a revelation of G-dliness as there will be in the Time to Come: “And the heavens

shall be rolled up like a scroll.” And at the resurrection of the dead, even a person’s body, from the
grave, will sense, etc.
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And this [comes] only through the pouring out of His holy spirit from on high, from above the

chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus). For the chain of descent of the kav (line of light) is

drawn from the last level, a very contracted radiance.
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That is, by way of analogy, like a great man who is wise and has in him many kinds of wisdom, and
he contracts himself into the last level of wisdom, the wisdom in speech or in action: so the chain
of descent of the kav is drawn from the level of Asiyah,
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even though no division whatsoever applies there, for Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are
equal there, and even Atzilus is the level of Asiyah, since “all before Him,” etc.
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That is, “before Him”; but relative to us, since it is drawn down to us, we can reckon that it is drawn
from the last level included there. And [this is] like the matter of the “dark mountain” (tura
chashucha), Chesed, Gevurah and Tiferes in concealment, etc.
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(See Pardes, Sha’ar 11; and something like this is found in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 41, chapter 3: “the
lowest level,” etc.; and see in Sha’ar Sheviras HaKeilim, chapter 5: “like Atik of Atzilus,” etc. And
indeed there too it can be said along the lines of what is written in Sha’ar 41, chapter 3; and so it is
in the explanation of the Idra) (end of 128b), concerning the tav: “it inscribed an impression”
(rashim reshimu); see there, in the name of “I found written,” from the Rav, of blessed memory.
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And elsewhere it is explained that the level of the ten hidden Sefiros mentioned in Pardes is, ac-

cording to the Kabbalah of the Arizal, of blessed memory, the level of His holy Names, blessed be

He.
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That is, by way of analogy, like a person’s name, which does not touch his essence, etc. And such a
last level, when it descends and is enclothed, becomes hidden. Therefore one must draw down

from a higher level, from above the kav.
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2. Now, it is the way of the world that the king is crowned with a royal crown, and presumably this

has a root above.
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The explanation is that there are Ten Sefiros from above to below, from Keser to Malchus, and Ten

Sefiros from below to above; and in this respect Malchus is called Keser, as is written in Pardes.
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The intent is not only in terms of the count; rather, there is a level in Malchus by virtue of which it
is fit to be called by the name Keser.
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Therefore the level of Keser is drawn down specifically into the level of the mitzvos, which are in
Malchus: that is, the level of will, in which is the Supernal delight. For will is the level of the fore-
head of the skull (mitzcha degulgalta), as is written in the Idra: “This forehead is called will.”
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And it is, by way of analogy, just as the forehead is a bone that covers what is within it, so the will
covers the delight and enclothes it, so that it not be revealed.
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And as is known, there are two levels in Keser: the level that is last in the Emanator, which is the
level of Atik, and the level that is first for the emanated, which is the level of Arich Anpin. And Atik is
the level of the inner dimension (pnimiyus), and Arich Anpin the level of the outer dimension (chit-

zoniyus), which covers and canopies over the inner level within it;
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and it is the level of the Supernal will, in which the delight of the Infinite One (Ein Sof) is enclothed,
which is just as its name: it has no end. And this is the level of the reasons of the mitzvos, of which

it is said concerning the Torah, “Its measure is longer than the earth,” etc.
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(And this is why Malchus, which is the Asiyah within Atzilus, in which is the performance of the
mitzvos, is called Keser: that is, specifically there the Supernal will is revealed, together with the
delight enclothed in it. And as is explained elsewhere, in the explanation on the verse “Who has
counted,” etc., at its end, in the explanation of “I have even made it” and in the explanation of “the

fourth part of Israel”; see there).
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Now, the mitzvos are at the end, in the deed; but the Torah is the level of Chochmah: the wisdom of
the mitzvah, how the mitzvah is to be made fit, so that the Supernal delight be drawn into it; and so

it is closer to the Infinite One.
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Therefore “in Chochmah they are refined” (bechochmah isbereru). For the body of the mitzvos is
from nogah, such as tzitzis of wool from sheep, which are eaten, and in them there is a craving

from kelipas nogah to eat gluttonously;
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whereas “wisdom gives life to its owners,” so that there be indwellings and drawings-down of the
Supernal delight in the mitzvos: “Great is study,” etc. And as in man, the intellect is first enclothed

in thought and speech, and afterwards in action, etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] what is written in the Zohar, “From here on, her husband is obligated
for her sustenance”: for the flow to Malchus is through Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes); for
Malchus is the level of the moon (sihara), and receives from the sun (shimsha), which is Z’eir

Anpin, the level of the Torah.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/behaaloscha/7/ 7



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA - MAAMAR 7 bu:n 0°970 szb

£7Y°R U?RT NPWRI2 T2 2PHIT PRIV IR 727K 1801 2103 7UnD qwRnIaws X7 (o) 179 11m
19 999KR1 IROM DTRT DR IR?2%1 19 719 19PNK [xevk xax] RPIR RITT Y287 IR 2°PPR °1 127

Now, all this is when it is drawn down below into Malchus, “from here on,” after the marriage; as is
written in the Zohar, Bereishis, 49a, on the verse “And Havayah Elokim built the rib”: “for Abba

and Imma prepared her,” etc.; “and He brought her to the man: from here on,” etc.
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But the root of her existence is from the Supernal will (and see what is written at the end of the dis-
course beginning “See, I set before you,” on the matter of “from the beginning, from of old, estab-
lished,” etc.).
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And therefore, even afterwards, she becomes “a woman of valor, the crown of her husband.” For
there are two levels in Malchus: the outer partzuf (configuration) and the inner partzuf, in the

source, the level of the menorah, as is written in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal
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(and see Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Tikkun HaNukva, chapter 7, and chapter 2, section 19; and see what is
written on the matter of the inner partzuf of Malchus in the explanation on the verse “One is my
dove”; and see the Zohar, Part II, 14b). And there, Malchus, which is the level of the mitzvos, pre-
cedes the Torah.
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And the level of “a bowl on its head” is the level of contemplation, “the mother of the children”;
and “its seven lamps” are the children, the “seven shepherds,” the seven emotive attributes (mid-

dos): “Yours, Havayabh, is the greatness,” etc.
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3. But “and two olives by it”: an olive has bitterness in it, and it covers the oil that is within it, and
one must grind it in a mill and crush it until the oil comes out.
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The explanation is: “When the sitra achra (the other side) is subdued, the glory is elevated (istalak
yekara).” The meaning of “is elevated” is that it is drawn from a higher place. And therefore the
Torah was not given to the ministering angels: besides the reason that the souls of Israel are from

the inner dimension (pnimiyus), etc.,
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there is this further [reason]: that in man below there must be subjugation (iskafya) against his na-
ture in all his ways, and through the arousal from below (isarusa dilesata) [comes] the arousal from

above (isarusa dile’eila) from a higher place,
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as is known from what is written, “in a land not sown”: “not,” specifically. For yud-hei with “My

Name” (shemi) is 365, and “My remembrance” (zichri) with vav-hei is 248;
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because through doing the mitzvos, which are the level of “yes” (hen), there is drawn down some-
thing that can be enclothed in comprehension; whereas through the level of “not” (lo) there is
drawn down something that is not enclothed in the level of “yes” at all, but only in the level of

“not.” That is to say, in “one opposite the other” it is impossible to draw it down at all.
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And it follows of itself that it is the opposite of “one opposite the other,” and it is supremely high

and exalted; and this applies only to the children of Israel, etc.;
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whereas the angels, even though they have a body, the body does not conceal at all; for indeed even

the body is nullified, to say “Holy,” etc.
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And therefore the Torah was not given until after the Exodus from Egypt, when they labored “with
mortar and with bricks,” etc. And this is the meaning of “in Your abundant mercies”: that through
striking (bitush) one arouses the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are supernal lights above the

chain of descending worlds (hishtalshelus)
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(and this is “like the good oil,” etc., “running down upon the beard,” etc.: the thirteen tikkunim of
the beard (tikkunei dikna) are the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, and the good oil, which is the inner
dimension (pnimiyus) of the thirteen tikkunim of the beard, is drawn down and revealed through
striking, which is the level of crushing the olive, by way of analogy; and see Midrash Rabbah, at the
beginning of the parshah “And you shall command”).
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And to understand the matter of the olives above: oil is the level of Chochmah (wisdom), as it is
written, “0Oil and incense,” etc.
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And the oil is what gives light, as is known that the color of the light is according to the purity of the
oil: for through the oil the white light (nehora chivra) is drawn, whereas through the wick is the lev-
el of the dark light (nehora uchema). And the revelation of the light is from the level of the olive,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/behaaloscha/7/ 10
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and this is through crushing, the level of the striking of the vessel, and through many Gevuros
from the level of the botzina dekardinuta (the lamp of darkness), the line of measure, so that the

level of Chochmah should come into being, etc.

12 NP1 M 1T MMAaaw (10 ayoa R yinw® 1’?5& 1 AR KDY 97Y 1IR3 w”ndI)
(as is written in the explanation on the verse “But Havayah your G-d was not willing to listen to
Bilam,” etc.); for the Gevuros are bitterness, like the olive, etc.
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And there are two olives, the Gevuros of Abba and the Gevuros of Imma, since she is “the mother of
the children,” to draw down the oil, the intellect (mochin) of Abba and Imma that is in Z’eir Anpin,

to light the seven lamps
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(and see what is written about this in Parshas Vayeishev, in the discourse beginning “On the twen-
ty-fifth of Kislev”; and see further on the matter of the olive in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal,
Parshas Eikev, and in the Zohar, Part III, 244b, 272a, end of 247a, and in the Ramaz on Parshas
Beha’aloscha, on folio 149a; and in Pardes, the entry “Kasis” (crushed); and it is in a somewhat dif-

ferent way from what is written [here]).
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4. “Seven and seven pipes (mutzakos)”: the meaning is two times seven, which is fourteen, as is ex-
plained in the Zohar at the end of Parshas Mikeitz, folio 204b; and not as Rashi and the Radak, who

explained [it as] seven times seven, which is forty-nine.
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One pipe for the oil, the second pipe for the gold: “two golden spouts, which empty the gold from
upon them.” Gold is the level of Binah (understanding): “out of the north comes gold”; and it is
from the level of joy (chedvah). And “the Levite shall serve” is the fervor of the “flashes of fire” that

come from Binah; for the Gevuros of Abba are the Chasadim of Imma; and this is the second pipe.
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(And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “Sing and rejoice”; and Pardes, in the entry

“Tzanteros” (spouts), explains that the two spouts are Chochmah and Binah.
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Accordingly, it must be said that the two olives are the sources of Chochmah and Binah, that is, the
two mazalos, “preserving” (notzer) and “and cleansing” (venakeh), etc. And in Midrash Shemos
Rabbah, chapter 15: the two olive branches are Moshe and Aharon. And see what is written on the
matter of the level and rank of Moshe and Aharon in the discourse beginning “And you shall com-
mand,” and in the discourse beginning “And He spoke,” etc., “you shall count them by their hosts,

you and Aharon.”
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And see what is written in the discourse beginning “The matter of Chanukah,” on the matter of
“when he raises up” (beha’alos) and “when he makes [them] good” (beheitivo); and the matter of
the connection of these levels with accepting the yoke of the kingdom of Heaven, in the first section
of the Shema.
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That is: from “And you shall love” until “and on your gates” there are forty-two words, which corre-
sponds to the Name of forty-two [letters] of Ana Bechoach, as is written in Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar
Kerias Shema, chapter 25. And this is also the level of the forty-two journeys of the Exodus from
Egypt; for every day there must be the level of the Exodus from Egypt, that is, from the narrow

straits (meitzar) of the cravings of the animal soul and the body, etc.
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And this is in the Shema, as the Shema concludes, “who brought you out of the land of Egypt,” etc.
And see what is written about this in the discourse beginning “These are the journeys”; and there
the matter is explained that Ana Bechoach is seven verses, in each of which are six words, and this

is the matter of the seven lamps of the menorah.
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For the Name of forty-two is the level of ascent, “and with two he would fly,” etc.; and this is the lev-

i

el of “When you raise up the lamps,” etc., so that there be “And you shall love... with all your
might.” And therefore “And you shall love” [equals] twice “light” (or): the level of the raising up and

the making good.
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And the matter of “and a bowl on its head,” which is the matter of contemplation, is the first verse
of the Shema, “Hear, O Israel”: for “hear” means contemplation; “Israel” [is] li rosh (“a head for
Me”), etc. And the level of oil is Chochmah and self-nullification (bittul), which is drawn into Binah

and Daas.
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And this is “like the good oil upon the head”; and this is the meaning of “and wisdom gives life,” as

it is written, “For with You is the source of life.” And see the Zohar, Part III, end of 34a; 187a.)
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5. One may further explain “and wisdom gives life” along the lines of what is explained elsewhere:
that the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Abba, specifically, is the inner dimension of Atik; and this
level is the inner dimension of the Supernal delight, so that the will is called the “back” (achoray-
im) in relation to this level, as is written in the discourse beginning “And I was with Him as a
nursling.”
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Now, the 310 worlds are drawn from thirty-one paths of Chochmah, whereas the first path is above
the level of the 310 worlds, as is written in the Mikdash Melech, Parshas Metzora.
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That is, it can be said that it is the level of the inner dimension of Abba; for the thirty-two paths are
explained in Sefer Yetzirah [as| the Ten Sefiros and twenty-two letters. If so, the first path is the

highest level among the Ten Sefiros of Chochmabh, etc.
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And this is “No eye has seen, O G-d (Elokim), except You”: for the thirty-two paths of Chochmah are
the thirty-two [mentions of] Elokim in the work of creation; and therefore it is called “and the Torah
is light.”
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And because of this power that is in the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Abba, therefore “and wis-

dom gives life to its owner (be’aleha),” which is the Supernal will, through the revelation of the

Supernal delight (see further on the matter of “and wisdom gives life” in the Zohar, Part III,

Chukas) (182a),
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and in the Ramaz there: the drawing down of the level of chayah; and in Emek HaMelech, Sha’ar
Abba and Imma, at the end of chapter 44 (folio 78, [columns] ¢ and d; 139a), it explains “gives life”
(techayeh) [as] the flow of chayah; and see further the Zohar, Part III, Pinchas, 255b.
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6. And all this is afterwards drawn down to the level of Malchus through Z’eir Anpin, in the section
“And it shall be, if you listen,” etc.: accepting the yoke of the mitzvos, the 248 limbs, etc.
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Just as light and life-force are drawn into a limb (for example, when the hand writes, the intellect
too is enclothed in it), so into the 248 limbs are drawn 248 drawings-down, and their root is the
five Chasadim; and this is the level of the Name Av (72), seventy-two bridges to cross the waters of

Chesed, etc., as is written.
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And therefore in the first section it is written “and with all your might,” and not in the second sec-
tion; for the first section is the Name of forty-two, which is for ascent, “with two he would cover,”
etc.
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And therefore in the Shema at bedtime one says “Ana bechoach gedulas...,” for one’s soul to as-

cend in sleep; and so too before welcoming the Shabbos.
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And the ascent must be in the level of Ein Sof (the infinite). Therefore each one must find in him-
self, in his will, the level of Ein Sof, in order to arouse above; for otherwise physical mitzvos would

have no connection to arousing above, through putting on a tallis, etc.
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And likewise, through charity, “to revive the spirit of the lowly” below, one causes, above, the
drawing down of life-force. And how could there be a connection between below and above? Only
through the level of “with all your might,” beyond the limit his vessel sets; and this too is the matter

of “From the depths,” etc.
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And therefore of Yosef it is written, “And Yosef gathered all the silver”: that through this he gath-
ered the Chesed. But what connection does Chesed have with silver? And likewise, “And Yosef was

the ruler over the land; he was the one who sold grain,” etc.
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Rather, it is through his having been in Egypt: “From the depths I called You,” etc. And afterwards,
from this, one can draw down in the second section the five Chasadim, the Name Av (72), seventy-

two bridges to cross the waters of Chesed.
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And through this, “I will give the rain of your land.” “Your land” is the level of Malchus, whose feet
go down; and in it there is “rain” (matar), from the expression matronisa (the queen), and “His
kingdom rules over all.” And this power, that there be “the rain of your land,” is through drawing
down the five Chasadim into the 248 mitzvos, in which the Supernal delight is enclothed; and
through this, “and you will gather in your grain”: that it has the power to refine the refinements

(beirurim) from nogah, etc.
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