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“And this is the work of the Menorah:
hammered gold, unto its base, unto its flowers”
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“And this is the work of the Menorah: hammered gold, unto its base, unto its flowers.” Now, the
Menorah is called the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael), which is the holiness of the souls of

Israel as awhole,
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as is explained concerning the menorah of Zechariah: “Do you not know what these are?” etc. “And
he answered,” etc., “This is the word of Havayah.” The Menorah is “the word of Havayah”; it is that
[of which it is said,] “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made,” which gives life to all the

worlds.
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For it is the Congregation of Israel, so called because it gathers into itself the level of G-dliness that
is called “Israel,” the light that encompasses all worlds (sovev kol almin), as it is written, “And the
G-d of Israel called him El (G-d).”
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And it includes all the souls, from the greatest of the tzaddikim down to those of the least worth.
Therefore it is written “to Zerubbabel”: a person who is mixed up (mevulbal), good together with
evil, “the seed of man and the seed of beast,” who makes himself like a beast, in that he goes after

pleasant talk.
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And about this the verse says, “And this is the work of the Menorah”: one who wishes to go out of
the level of evil and make himself a menorah should act in this order. “Hammered”: for at first it
was a round talent (kikar), and Rashi explains, “It was a block of a talent of gold, and he would

strike it with a hammer,” etc., “to spread out its limbs.”
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And through the blows of the hammer the upper gold goes down below and the lower rises above,
until all the gold is mixed together and loses its original form. So should a person do to himself:
break the emotive attributes (middos), so that they lose their form, as in the words, “Nullify your
will before His will”; and what is above shall be below, and it shall be mixed together. This suffices

for one who understands.
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After this the verse says “gold”: he should come to the level of gold, which is awe. For silver (kesef)
is love, from the word nichsefah, “longs,” for he longs to cleave to his root, “to be illumined with
the light of life.” And this is called the hidden love that is always in the heart of every Jew, as is ex-

plained elsewhere.
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And gold is called awe: “From the north comes gold.” And for this, contemplation is needed on the
greatness of the Infinite One (Ein Sof), blessed be He: how He fills all worlds (memalei kol almin),
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and all before Him is considered as nothing. [Then] he will stand in awe and be abashed before the

greatness of the Infinite One, blessed be He. Therefore the Men of the Great Assembly instituted for

us the prayer, with the Verses of Song (Pesukei DeZimrah), whereas by Torah law nothing is re-

quired but the Shema and a little prayer,
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as in [the time of] the First Temple, when they did not pray, because their intellect was “bright in
the skies” all day long, to see and understand the wonders of the Infinite One, blessed be He.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/behaaloscha/4/ 3



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA - MAAMAR 4 hismlo] 'ry 199° 'fy a2 HWPD amiklah nwy?: hisl

NIRAD I DR 1122907 1290011 D290 UYRNIY IR I N°2 1PN 791707 D010 MWaAR Pav
NTRD YOI 112777 QORYD DOPR AW °7180 1915W 11°N19721 792N a2 13PN 7Y 735 awan
IR

But the Men of the Great Assembly, at the beginning of the Second Temple, saw that intellects had
diminished and that hearts had drawn close to matter, to see only the physical. Therefore they in-
stituted for them the prayer and its blessings, which is entirely a recounting of the praises of G-d,

many times over, so that one would arrive at the attribute of awe.

2707 19 .1IPR BY inzy 210a] 703 9371 727 9 1°1mY 9701 11VAT 970N 1R 2 117797 1N
NPT R131D 171295 RI2W ° 927 9% DI 1011 009K Cnaw

And this is [the meaning of] “its spread of gold.” Like one who arranges the bed: he arranges and
sets each and every thing by itself in its place. So too one who arranges the praises of G-d gives a
place to every thing that G-d created for His glory, to find His greatness.
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And there are seven kinds of gold in the beard. For David is the fourth leg of the Chariot, the level
of G-dliness called “Your kingship is the kingship of all worlds”; and the beard is called the draw-
ing-forth from the intellect; and there are seven kinds of intellect in the level of David mentioned

above, so that one can come to the level of gold, which is awe.
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And this is [the meaning of] the seven branches that go out of the Menorah. They are the seven
days of building, and each one is comprised of ten; these are the seventy souls of Yaakov. And there
are seventy roots in the souls of Israel,
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and each one of Israel is bound to one of the seventy roots, which are comprised of the seven, and
he can come to the level of gold through one of the seven levels, so as to be “its spread of gold”; and
in the open revelation of his heart he will be kindled into “flashes of fire,” which is hot and dry. But

the love mentioned above is not attained without the level of water, cold and moist.
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“Unto its base, unto its flowers”: “its base” is the lower leg, and “its flowers” are the upper flowers.

All of it together is called the Menorah: whether the great tzaddikim, who are called “its flowers”

(pirchah) because their Torah and their prayer “fly upward” (parcha le’eila) through awe and love

(dechilu urechimu), which are the wings with which to fly, as is explained in the holy Zohar;
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and even the base is truly a menorah, only they must be pure gold without dross, as is written in

another verse, “one hammered piece, pure gold.” For gold, if it has in it dross of another kind,

changes in its appearance to a greenish yellow.
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So too, through evil [a person] is changed, and “the sign of sin is dropsy.” And one must “turn from
evil” completely; that is, to believe in the morning, “new every morning,” that today the world has

been renewed afresh,
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as in the words, “Who in His goodness renews each day, continually, the work of creation”: for it is
truly created from nothing into being; and that he, too, was formed today, like Adam the first man.
[Then] he will certainly be in awe and ashamed “to defy the eyes of His glory,” and he will not desire
the world of nothingness.
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Also with the sense of sight we see the work of creation every day: first the darkness of the night,

and afterwards “let there be” the light of the sun for the day.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Every day I will bless You”: in what I see, that [He] “rolls away light,”
etc., and darkness before the light of day; by this I recognize [You], to bless You.
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And let a person not say that for him it is impossible to separate from the evil and the desires, be-
cause he has become rooted in what is forbidden. About this we say in the prayer, “In truth, from

Egypt You redeemed us, Havayah our G-d.”
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Egypt is called “the nakedness of the land”: that is, the attachment to desires in one’s thought,
while the evil surrounds him so that he cannot go out and turn his mind away from them. This is
the level of Egypt, from which one cannot escape except by the will of G-d.
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And this is [the meaning of] “women rule over us”: “women,” in the plural, whether in what is per-

mitted or in what is forbidden. Then the Holy One, blessed be He, takes him out of Egypt.
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For from where would a man of Israel come to the level of Egypt, [Israel] who are called children of
the Omnipresent, whose nature is to do the will of their Father in heaven? Rather, it is from Him,
may He be blessed, who gave the evil inclination (as in the words, “that which I have made evil,”

etc.),
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just as the exile of Egypt came about through a chain of events that the Holy One, blessed be He, set
rolling with our forefathers until He brought them, etc.
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And therefore it is written, “And I planted you a choice vine (sorek), wholly a seed of truth.” Even
when a person falls down, G-d forbid, into desires, the level of shuruk, in crookedness, neverthe-
less it is wholly a seed of truth, and he can change, and he can make of it segol: “a treasure (segu-

lah) out of all the peoples.”
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And so it was in Egypt, when the Holy One, blessed be He, said, “I will go down with you to Egypt,
and I will bring you up, also up (gam aloh).” “I,” He Who is “I,” “will go down,” etc.
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“And I will bring you up”: the Holy One, blessed be He, helps him. “Also up”: the level of “also”

(gam) will also have an ascent. (And see what is written in the discourse beginning “And Moshe
made a serpent of copper,” on the explanation of “This too (gam zu) is for the good.”)
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And this is [the meaning of] “In truth, from Egypt You redeemed us”: for it is “wholly a seed of
truth,” as mentioned above. Therefore, “from Egypt You redeemed us, Havayah our G-d”: the re-

demption is that Havayah will become our G-d.
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“From the house of bondage,” enslaved to desire, “You delivered us.” And how was the redemp-
tion? “All their firstborn You slew.” For in the world, “the opener of every womb” is called the first;
and likewise in the soul, it is the intellect: “the beginning, wisdom.”
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And this is “all their firstborn”: these are the intellects of Egypt, where each one wants to establish
his will by means of his intellect.
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“You slew”: that he fall from his level and from his will, which is called death.
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“And Your firstborn”: Israel, whose intellect is G-dliness, to contemplate the greatness of the
Infinite One, blessed be He, in prayer, which is called a bed in the holy Zohar, for in prayer there
are a bed, a chair, a menorah and a table (Zohar, Part 11, 44a and 133a); [this is] “its spread of gold.”
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“You redeemed”: that it should not be by chance, because of a hindrance, for that is still exile; but
there shall be redemption and freedom from the bondage of earning a livelihood, so that nothing

will hold [him] back from prayer; for without prayer it is impossible to “turn from evil.”
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Therefore they instituted confessions every day in the prayer: for before the prayer, when he con-
templates his lowliness, that he is in Egypt, and contemplates the greatness of the Infinite One,
blessed be He, he will certainly regret the evil, and in the prayer there will be a confession in words.
And then there will be one menorah of pure gold, so that its base and its flowers will be one
menorah.
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But the main thing is that there must be complete unity, one with another, so that one does not look

at the evil of his fellow, etc.
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That is, he should know that above there is a hammered menorah, in which the upper goes down
below and the lower rises above: the evil sometimes goes down below and enters into a bad
person;

710 MPNY 7718 0T 937 ,90K DI ahynt 091y 2onye® Y1 0IRD %N IR DUy 90009
MR T 19 RIT RAY DINR DY T9YRD 19V INRD R XY 19w 2900112

and conversely, the doing of some mitzvah by a bad person sometimes rises above, and another
takes it. And every person must attribute the deficiency to himself: his own good, perhaps it is from

another and rose up above; and the evil of others, perhaps it is his own, which went down below.
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And then the base will truly be one with the flowers: each one will regard himself as the level of the
base and his fellow as the level of a flower, and his fellow the reverse.
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And then Aharon the Kohen can kindle fire in all the seven lamps, for he is the Kohen Gadol,
“abundant in kindness,” in whom are all the kindnesses; he can draw down from the great love
(ahavah rabbah) to the eternal love (ahavas olam). And then, as a matter of course, “its inside will
be inlaid with love,” in the open revelation of his heart, like “flashes of fire,” etc. And this is [the

meaning of] “When you raise up the lamps”: that Aharon will raise them up.
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