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An explanation of the above.
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Now, the oil is drawn out through the crushing of the olives, as is written, “pure olive oil, crushed.”
This is because the oil is the hidden Chochmah (Chochmah Stima’ah).
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And as is written, “oil of anointing of the holy (shemen mishchas kodesh).” The meaning: kodesh
(the holy) is the Chochmah of the World of Atzilus (Emanation), and the oil anoints the kodesh. This
is because it is the level of Mocha Stima’ah (the hidden brain), which is the source and root of the

coming into being of Chochmah (wisdom).
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And that it is drawn out through the crushing of the olives is the level of the refinements (birurim):
just as through the crushing of the olive the waste is separated and set apart by itself, and the good
is drawn out of it by itself, and that is the oil. So too above, this is the concept of “through
Chochmabh they are refined.”
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And the refinements are principally in Mocha Stima’ah, that is, the refinement of the World of
Tikkun (Rectification) from the World of Tohu (Chaos) and the breaking of the vessels that fell into

Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, etc., as is written in Iggeres HaKodesh, section 28.
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And so too in the service of G-d [there is| the concept of refinement through the crushing of the

olive (see Midrash Rabbah, at the beginning of Parshas Tetzaveh).
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That is, one should lower himself to the dust and feel bitter over his distance from G-d; and
through this crushing he draws down the level of oil, which is Mocha Stima’ah of Arich Anpin, and
from this is drawn the raising of the lamps, which is the revelation of the level of the great love
(ahavah rabbah) of Aharon.
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(And in the discourse beginning “For You are my lamp” it is explained that from the level of the oil
there is also drawn the higher awe (yirah ila’ah); that is, because the root of the higher awe is from
Mocha Stima’ah.) And this is the meaning of “Like the good oil, etc., running down upon the
beard.”
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For indeed, from the surplus of the intellect (mochin) that is drawn from Mocha Stima’ah the hairs

go out and break through.
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And the coming into being of the hairs is from the returning light (or chozer) of the refinements
mentioned above, for the vessel cannot bear the returning light from the refinement, and from this
the hairs go out. (And see what is written on the meaning of what is said in the Zohar, Part III, 128b,

“like good wine upon its lees.”)
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Now, the concept of the hairs is the combinations of the letters of the Torah, as our Sages, of
blessed memory, said on the verse “His locks are curled (taltalim)”: “mounds upon mounds (tilei

tilim) of halachos.”
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And this is [the meaning of] “And let my soul be as dust to all”: the level of the crushing of the
olives; and afterwards, “Open my heart to Your Torah”: the level of the hairs and the halachos of
the Torah, upon which is drawn the level of “like the good oil,” the level of “anointing of the holy,”
which anoints the kodesh, the level of Chochmah.
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And afterwards, “that runs down over the edge of his middos.” And this is the concept of the raising
of the seven lamps of the Menorah.

TPwnRnR 770 21D DI DR MNAT DRDYT 1Py YT ((rraxae) omn cwipbal 170 wrRD B
RWINM 07 RITIRZY2 7APAW RIT PV 19 13732 DUTATR R UPRaw 90D nak nhynbn

The explanation is as is written in the Likkutei Torah of the Arizal: that the essence of the raising of
the lamps “toward the face of the Menorah” is to draw down from above to the level of Keser (the
Crown) that is in Malchus (sovereignty), and this is to enlarge her structure, etc. And the matter is
that the Holy One, blessed be He, in Himself is high and exalted.
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And He has no need at all for the worlds, that He should reveal Himself before them, for they are
“considered as truly nothing.” It is like the analogy of a man revealing himself in order to exalt
himself over a fly, which is considered as nothing beside him; so [it is above], and even more than
that, beyond all comparison. And one must draw down, through an arousal from below (isarusa

dilesata), that there be aroused above the level of will, that He should will to be King over a people.
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And this is drawn down through the great love (ahavah rabbah) that Aharon the Kohen Gadol drew

down and kindled in the Congregation of Israel (Knesses Yisrael). And as mentioned above, the

great love is a wondrous love and yearning that the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He, be re-

vealed below. For this is the level of Aharon the Kohen Gadol: that light be seen (nir’eh).
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And through this great love one arouses above, that there be drawn down and revealed, from the
Supreme Will, which is Keser (the Crown), “the Will of all wills,” to the level of Keser that is in
Malchus (sovereignty);
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that is, that there be the will to be King. And this is “toward the face of the Menorah.”
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And this is “that runs down over the edge of his middos.” And so too in [divine| service: when one
serves at this level, there is drawn down the level of “that runs down over the edge of His middos,”
[the middos] of the Holy One, blessed be He. That is, through this he draws down a revelation of
G-dliness into his soul, so that through this his emotive attributes (middos) are transformed and he

becomes a truly new creation, who guards himself very much from evil, etc.
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Now, the Menorah was in the south. That is, it is impossible to come to this level of great love un-

less one first precedes it with the level and rung of ahavas olam (everlasting love),
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which is the level of Avraham, of whom it is said, “going on and journeying toward the south

(hanegbah).” And see what is written above on the concept of hanegbah; and see [Midrash] Rabbah,
Seder Lech Lecha (chapter 39), and the Zohar, Part I, there (folio 80a, and folio 83b, 84a);
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and see in Parshas Vayigash (folio 206a), regarding “to cause those who love me to inherit.” And
this is as is written in the Zohar, Part II, at the beginning of Parshas Yisro (folio 67b): that there is
the level of Michael, the great priest (kahana rabba), and also a level higher still, in the rank of
Kohen Gadol.
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Now, the level of Michael is the level of ahavas olam, which is drawn from the level of “kindness
(chesed) to Avraham,” and this is the concept of hanegbah;
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and so too, Michael is on the right, as mentioned in [Midrash| Rabbah on Bamidbar, section 2. And
afterwards, the level of Aharon the Kohen Gadol kindling the Menorah with the level of great love,

the level of “that runs down over the edge of his middos,” etc.
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Now, as to what was explained above, that this great love of Aharon comes also through that very
same contemplation, only when one sets bitterness in his soul over the darkness that conceals,

etc.:
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this is because the source of this drawing down is from the level of the hidden Chochmah, as men-
tioned above, and “through Chochmah they are refined”; and the refinement is the concept of the

crushing of the olives specifically.
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For this is the concept of setting bitterness in his soul and that he “cry out to Havayah in his dis-
tress,” etc.; and then, through this specifically, there is drawn from this the good oil, which is from

the level of Mocha Stima’ah, the root of the great love of Aharon.
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Also, as is written in the discourse beginning “I will greatly rejoice,” on the concept of “groaning
groans”: that through the weeping one arouses the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, etc. (see there);
and indeed, from there is the root of the great love of Aharon, which is drawn from the level of “and

abundant in kindness.”
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And as for the meaning of “when you raise up,” it can be explained according to what is written in
the Zohar, Part III, Parshas Bamidbar (folio 118b), on the verse “where the tribes went up”: “these
are the twelve tribes, twelve boundaries below.”
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And the meaning: “where” refers to “Yerushalayim, built as a city,” etc., which is the level of
Malchus (sovereignty); and to there is the ascent of the tribes, the twelve boundaries below that are

in Beriah.
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And the meaning of “like a city that is joined together” is found in the Zohar, Vayeishev (folio 183,
at the end of side b): that Imma is joined with the Daughter and they become as one. And see what
is written about this in the discourse beginning “These are the accounts of the Mishkan, the

Mishkan of the Testimony.”
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And this is like the concept of “and to bind the seventh to the seventh,” explained in the Zohar,

Pekudei (folio 260, at the end of side b), and in Pri Etz Chaim, at the end of the Gate of the Shema,

in a gloss from the Companions (chaverim): from Malchus (sovereignty) up to Binah (understand-

ing), etc.
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Now, this ascent of “where the tribes went up” is along the lines of what is written in Pri Etz Chaim
there, on the meaning of “it is like an extended prayer,” which is the ascent of the Chamber of the
Holy of Holies of Beriah into Atzilus, until it becomes truly the level of Atzilus.
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And so it is also in the ascents of Kabbalas Shabbos (the welcoming of Shabbos).
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And see on the concept of the twelve tribes in the Zohar, Vayechi (folio 241a), and on the concept of

“where the tribes went up,” etc. (there, folio 242a); and in Parshas Vayeitzei, folio 158a; and in
Parshas Pekudei (folio 221b, folio 229b); and in Parshas Acharei (folio 78a).
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Now, as for the concept of Aharon’s “when you raise up,” it can be said that he raises them higher
than the level of “where the tribes went up” on their own, for their ascent is at the level of Malchus,
as mentioned above.
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But with Aharon, who raises the lamps, it is the ascents of Malchus. That is, it is through his draw-

ing into her from the level of Chochmah (wisdom).
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[This is] like the concept of what is written in the Zohar, Parshas Emor (folio 100b): “at the time
when she shines from the Supernal Abba,” etc., which is above the level and rung of “at the time

when she receives from the house of Imma,” etc. (see there, and in Biurei HaZohar).
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And this is the difference between the offerings of the Nesi’im (the princes of the tribes) and the

kindling and tending of the lamps.
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And see what is written elsewhere on the difference between the intellect (mochin) of Imma and the
mochin of Abba, in the discourse beginning “To understand what is said in the Haggadah, ‘This
matzah,’ etc.” And see what is written elsewhere on the saying of our Sages, of blessed memory,
“He began with the altar and concluded with the table,” etc., and on the concept of “and wine that
gladdens,” etc., “to make the face shine from oil,” etc. And through all this, what is written, “when

you raise up,” will be understood.
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And see in the Zohar, Parshas Chayei Sarah (folio 125a), in the Midrash HaNe’elam, on the verse
“He waters the mountains from His upper chambers (aliyosav)”: “Which is the aliyah (upper cham-
ber)? This is Eden.” And the Ramaz there elaborated on this. Now, Eden is the higher Chochmah

[

(Chochmah Ila’ah), and this is also the meaning of Aharon’s “when you raise up,” etc.
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And with all this it can further be said: in the offerings of the Nesi’im, each Nasi had an offering of
his own, and through it he raised up his tribe. And in Aharon’s raising of the lamps, which are the
souls of Israel, they are all raised up through the seven lamps.
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And see about this in the Zohar, Parshas Beha’alotcha (folio 151, at the end of side a, and side b).
And the matter is that we find the like regarding the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds: the sea was split

into twelve parts, a separate path for each tribe.
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And in the future, regarding “And He will wave His hand over the River,” etc., it is written, “and He
will strike it into seven streams.” And it is explained elsewhere on this verse that, because the
Splitting of the Sea of Reeds is at the level of Malchus (sovereignty), and it is for the ascents and the
joining of the twelve tribes that are in Beriah with their root in Atzilus, the twelve diagonal bound-

aries of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), therefore it was split into twelve parts.
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But “And He will wave His hand over the River” is the level of Binah (understanding), for Binah

conceals the light of Chochmah (wisdom).
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And there must be a revelation of the light of Chochmah (wisdom), for the Infinite Light (Or Ein
Sof) is enclothed in Chochmah. And because this revelation that is in Chochmah is drawn from the
level of the seven lower [Sefiros| of Atik, therefore it is said, “and He will strike it into seven
streams,” etc., corresponding to the three Patriarchs and four Matriarchs; for “beyond the River
your fathers dwelt,” etc.
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And similar to this is also the difference between the offerings of the Nesi’im, which are the level of
“where the tribes went up” from Beriah to Atzilus, so that each tribe had a raising of its own, as it
receives from its root in Atzilus, etc. (and see what is written in the explanation on the verse “Yehu-

dah, you, your brothers shall acknowledge you”),
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but the raising of the lamps of the Menorah, in which the main raising is through the light of
Chochmah specifically, which is above Binah, as mentioned above, for from there comes the level
of the oil, etc., is therefore drawn in the form of seven lamps specifically, after the manner of “and

He will strike it into seven streams” specifically.
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And as is also known, the root of the oil that is in Chochmah is drawn from the level of Atika
Kadisha, as is written elsewhere in the name of the Zohar HaRakia, in Parshas Vayikra, on the verse

“Like the good oil,” etc.
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And the Ramaz, in Parshas Emor (on folio 89a), in the passage beginning “That oil,” wrote that
there are two kinds of oil: the first is oil for the light, and the second kind is the anointing oil. The
first is from the Supernal Keser (Kisra Ila’ah), and the second is from Mocha Stima’ah, etc.; see

there.
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