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“If you walk in My statutes,” etc.
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It is explained in Etz Chaim (Sha’ar 25, chapter 1, which begins, “The matter of the tzelem, in
truth, as it seems to my humble opinion,” etc.) [concerning] the level of the tzelem (“image”), etc.,
that it is the level of the intellectual soul, which joins the form and the matter, that is, the G-dly soul

with the animal soul, in order to refine refinements (beirurim).
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For the animal soul is the level of a simple animal (and see what is written about this in the dis-
course beginning “This is the dedication of the altar”), and the intellectual soul is the level of no-

gah, a mixture of good and evil, as it is written, “They are wise to do evil.”
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This is [the meaning of| “The days of our years, in them, are seventy years,” which refers back to
the verse above, “You have set our iniquities before You, our hidden things in the light of Your

countenance,” etc.
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That is, the level of “our iniquities” will be transformed, etc., so that it will be “before You,” and
“our hidden things” will come “to the light of Your countenance,” etc. This is through the tzelem,
etc.; and for this, seventy years are given to each and every one, according to his measure and ca-

pacity, in order to refine, etc.
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It is also found in Etz Chaim that now the Name Mah (45) refines the Name Ban (52), and in the
Time to Come, when the level of Ban has been refined, then “a woman of valor [will be] the crown of
her husband.” For the shattering is in the level of the Name Sag (63), “they have all turned aside
(sag) together,” etc., that is, in the level of Ban within Sag.
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And in the Time to Come, when the Name Sag is refined, Sag of Sag will come into being from it,

etc. The explanation of the matter: the level of Mah, which refines, is the light drawn forth in the

level of a vessel, like Moshe, “and what (mah) are we,” the level of utter self-nullification (bittul);

and even so he was in a body.
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And although he is from the level of Abba, this is only from the level of the back (achorayim): 184
[and] 161, the numerical value of Moshe. (See what is written about this on “I am asleep,” regarding

“The voice of my Beloved knocks.”)
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So too, “the fallen fruit of the Chochmah (wisdom) Above is Torah”: that is, what is drawn from the
level of the intellect (mochin) of Abba into His attributes, so that there is Torah, kosher or unfit, etc.

(See what is written in the discourse beginning “The heavens are My throne,” etc.)
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So too, the level of Moshe had love and awe and emotive attributes (middos), only they were drawn

from the level of the intellect; that is, his love and awe were in a state of utter self-nullification, at

the level of Abba, from the level of the back (for the inner dimension (pnimiyus) of Abba is the in-

ner dimension of Atik), and not from the level of fervor, which is from the level of Imma.
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It is like the difference between Shabbos and Yom Tov: Yom Tov is the level of joy, etc., and Shabbos

is the level of delight (oneg), “glorious in holiness,” etc., a thing in itself, as is explained in Parshas

Emor, folio 94a. So too were the love and awe of Moshe.
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And he asked, “Show me, please, Your glory,” meaning that he should see the Infinite One (Ein Sof)

not in the level of avessel (see the Ra’aya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas, folio 255b).
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And He answered him, “For man shall not see Me and live”: “in their lifetime they do not see, but
in their death they see,” etc.
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but in their death they see,” etc. As is found in the Midrash: “good” is the angel of life; “very” is the
angel of death. That is, after death one can grasp the level of “very” (me’od), without limit, etc.
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That is, while he lives in the level of a body and a vessel, “he shall not see Me,” etc.; only “in their
death,” after the vessel has been completely refined at the level of subjugation and transformation

(iskafya and is’hapcha), then they see.
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And in the Time to Come, when [the body] is purified, so that the body will not be from male and fe-

male (see the Zohar, Part II, 167b), but rather, as it is written, “and He will strengthen your bones,”

[

from the level of “the dew of crystal,” “a dew of lights is your dew,” then the body too will be able to

see and grasp the level of the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof).
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And this is “like the light of the seven days”: that is, the light of the seven days as it was before the

creation, in the World of Tohu (chaos), only it was in the level of seven lights, the lights being

greater than the vessel.
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But there was a shattering in them, and afterward, in the World of Tikkun (rectification), the vessel

became great and the light small. And in the Time to Come, when the vessel is purified, the light too

will be great, like the light of the seven days, the level of Tohu; and then “a woman of valor [will be]

the crown of her husband,” etc.
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(See what is written in the discourse beginning “And the light of the moon shall be.” And see the

Mikdash Melech, at the end of Parshas Metzora, on the light of the seven days, and the Ramaz on

Parshas Ki Sisa, 188b.)
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This is the matter of the Shema: Shema is shem (“name”) [and] the large ayin, that is, the level of
the light of the seven days, for the raising of the feminine waters (mayin nukvin) from the refine-

ment of the animal soul rises there.
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And this is “And you shall love Havayah your G-d”: et [comes] to include the secondary, etc., so as

to be in the level of love; and [to be] secondary and nullified to the Name Havayah (see what is writ-

ten on the verse “And you shall know this day”), and to be included in the One.
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“With all your heart” is the level of the animal soul, the quarter|-log]| of blood in the heart, etc.;
“and with all your soul” is the level of the intellectual soul, the level of the tzelem that joins, men-
tioned above. And when they are transformed and refined, he will come to the level of “and with all
your might” (me’odecha), “very” (me’od), without limit, as it is written, “Behold, My servant shall
be wise; he shall be exalted and lifted up and very high.”
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It is for the sake of this that the G-dly soul descended below.
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For before, it was in the level of limit and number, since the souls of Israel were drawn from the

level of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva of the World of Tikkun, in the level of a vessel, etc., as it is written,
“As Havayah lives, before Whom I have stood,” etc.
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Whereas after its descent, [in] the level of the tzelem, to refine, etc., to subdue, etc., “with all your

heart and with all your soul,” it can through this attain the love from the level of the Infinite Light,

the level of “with all your might,” which is from the World of Tohu.
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And although this cannot be in the level of a body and a vessel, nevertheless a radiance of it can be

every day; and “in their death,” after everything has been refined, “they see,” etc.
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And this is [the meaning of] “The number of the children of Israel shall be,” etc., “which cannot be

counted,” etc.
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2. But before the Shema, the level of the love mentioned above, there must be the Pesukei
DeZimrah (“verses of song”).
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And this is [the meaning of] “If you walk in My statutes (bechukosai)”: two engravings (chakikos).
Just as a vessel needs engraving from outside and from inside, so too the vessel of the animal soul
needs these two engravings, so that afterward there can be the level of “you will walk,” which is the
level of love, to be included in the One, as it is written, “going on and journeying toward the south.”
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The matter of the engraving from outside is through the Pesukei DeZimrah, a term from “cutting
down (zemir) the tyrants”: that is, through contemplating the greatness of the Infinite One (Ein
Sof), blessed be He, in the Pesukei DeZimrah, he prunes and cuts off the level of evil, so that the
level of G-dly love can spread through his soul.
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For the arousal from the contemplation mentioned above is not yet the level of love, only the level

of being moved by G-dliness, so that the evil will be separated,
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as it is written, “The exaltation of G-d is in their throat, and a two-edged sword in their hand”: that

is, through the level of contemplating His exaltation, blessed be He, the evil is separated.
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Therefore the obligation of Pesukei DeZimrah is not mentioned in the Mishnah, only “two before
it,” etc., for they did not need this every day, etc.
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And this is the engraving from outside. The engraving from inside is through the practical mitzvos
that are in the level of a chukah (statute), such as the red heifer, tzitzis and tefillin, which have no
rationale or reason at all.
A”°70n ANon on waw 53N NP 7R3 RN9IR %2 9N NN RIT MXRT Y °1a1n 1M
L7790 R0 13297 NIXR T RNMTIRT NIXn

That is because the root of the mitzvos is from the level of Keser (the Crown). For “the Torah issues
from Chochmah (wisdom),” but their root is from Keser: the six hundred and thirteen mitzvos of
the Torah and the seven mitzvos of the Rabbis, the numerical value of six hundred and twenty [, the

value of Keser].
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But in each Sefirah there is the level of a full stature (komah), such as Chochmah of Chochmah;
and likewise in Keser there is the level of mitzvos drawn from the Chochmah of Keser, which is
clothed in the Chochmah of Atzilus (Emanation) and afterward in Beriah (Creation), so that below

too there can be a reason for this mitzvah.
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And there are mitzvos drawn from Keser (the Crown) of Keser, and these are the chukim (statutes),

which are only the level of will (ratzon), and it is called “the Will of wills,” etc. Through these

mitzvos, whose root is very lofty, there can be an engraving from inside in the animal soul,
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as it is written, “And I will pass through the land of Egypt”: “I, and not an angel”; because they were
in the depths of the kelipos (husks), specifically “I,” avery high level, was needed.
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So too, for there to be an engraving in the animal soul, so that he will have the level of love, for his

soul to be included in the One, it is through the mitzvos mentioned above. (See what is written in

the discourse beginning “And now, let the strength be great, please.”)
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This is [the meaning of] “a well that princes dug”: the level of the Yesod (foundation) of Nukva. In
order that in the level of Nukva there be the level of Yesod, connection with G-dliness, through the

arousal mentioned above, digging is needed, for without this his heart is sealed, like a virgin
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(see what is written about this on “For the fragrance of your oils,” regarding “therefore the maidens
love you”; and see what is written in the discourse beginning “The eyes of all,” and in the discourse
beginning “None shall miscarry or be barren”). And with what is the digging done? “With the me-
chokek (engraver),” the level of engraving mentioned above, which is the level of the mitzvos men-

tioned above.
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But even so, their spreading forth is at the level of Chochmah (wisdom), through Moshe (see what

is written in Parshas Chukas on the verse “with the mechokek,” etc.), for even the red heifer was

told through Moshe, etc.; and of this it is said, “I said, I will become wise,” etc.
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This is [the meaning of| “If you walk in My statutes,” which our Sages, of blessed memory, ex-
pounded, “Would that you walk in My statutes”: that is, for there to be the level of walking, which is

the level of love, and to be included in the One, the two engravings mentioned above are needed.
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For without this it is impossible for him to have the level of love, since he is bound in the body and
the animal soul, as in the parable of one who is bound in chains, who cannot walk unless the chains

are broken.
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3. But the essence of the walking is for his soul to be included in the One, to cleave to Him. And
how is this possible? For this it says, “and keep My commandments,” “Who has sanctified us with

His commandments,” etc., as is explained elsewhere.
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This is [the meaning of] “and keep My commandments”: through the mitzvos the level of the
Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), the level of Atik, is kept.
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This is [the meaning of] “a mitzvah is a lamp”: like a lamp, which keeps the oil and the light, so too
the mitzvah keeps the level of the Infinite Light (see what is written in the discourse beginning
“And behold, a menorah all of gold,” and in the discourse beginning “When you hearken to the

voice,” regarding “to keep all His commandments”).
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And concerning this it says, “and do them” (osam): it is written atem (“you”). That is: this is truly
the level of “doing,” for the souls of Israel make and compel, as it were, the drawing down of the
Infinite Light into the vessels; and it is from the expression “Greater is the one who causes the do-

ing,” etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/3/ 10



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BECHUKOSAI - MAAMAR 3 "9 131?1-] ’mPHJ ox

M2 T TRIYY TWYRNR HYDNn DOWNw 7R D m797 YR YD 1wy NwDa RTY P 0Pl 190
WY TWRI T [rew] Y 9w 2239 M0

Therefore every deed is called by the term asiyah (“doing”), meaning a term of compulsion. For

when the intellect spreads into the deed that one does, this is a compulsion as regards the intellect,

that it descend and be drawn into action;
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so too in the doing of a mitzvah, through which the Infinite Light, blessed be He, which is removed

and separate from the order of the chain of descent (hishtalshelus), is drawn down and rests in the

vessels of Z’eir Anpin; therefore this level is called by the name asiyah.
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(See what is written in the discourse beginning “To understand the matter of ‘leaping over the
mountains,’” regarding why the mitzvos are called “the 248 limbs of the King,” etc.; see there. And
see what is written on the verse “On the eighth day, an assembly,” on the meaning of “which You
swore to our fathers from days of old.”)
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This is [the meaning of] “and do them (osam)”: “you” (atem), etc. “And I will give your rains in

9,

their season”: “your rains” is the Torah, as it is written, “My teaching shall drop like the rain.”
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Now, rains descend with Gevurah (might), and of the Torah our Sages said that it was given with five

voices. That is: five chassadim (kindnesses) that make grow, and they are the level of the five ge-

vuros of Abba that become the level of the chassadim of Imma.
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That is: Moshe heard the whole Torah in one voice, as it is written, “and G-d answered him with a
voice,” because Moshe was from the level of the light of Abba itself.
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But Israel were not able to receive [it], and it was divided, through the five gevuros of Abba, into the
level of five voices.
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And this is “The stream (peleg) of Elokim is full of water.” That is: what was divided off (nispaleg)
from the level of Elokim, the level of the five gevuros, is “full of water”: in truth they are chassadim,

which they are able to receive.
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And through “your rains,” the level of the Torah mentioned above, there comes about “The voice of
my Beloved knocks: Open to me,” so that his heart will be open, so that there can be in his soul the
level of love, through the level of the Torah that makes grow. And from this comes “and the land

shall give its produce,” that is, the level of Ban, which has been refined from the animal soul
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(and this is along the lines of what is written in the discourse beginning “Give ear, O heavens,” re-
garding “My teaching shall drop like the rain”: that the Torah is called rain and showers, which

bring out the power of growth in the earth from concealment into revelation,
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that is, for the growth to be the level of love “with all your might,” etc.; see there at length. And this
is [why| ve’ahavta (“and you shall love”) has the numerical value of twice or (“light”): that is, one
level of light is “light is sown for the righteous,” and the second is the level of the growth, “with all

your might”).
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And afterward, “and the tree of the field shall give its fruit” (see the Zohar, Parshas Bereishis, end

of folio 37b, and the Mikdash Melech there), which is the level of the masculine waters (mayin

duchrin) from the G-dly soul.
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As with the earth: the earth raises the feminine waters (mayin nukvin), and the rain that makes
grow is the level of the masculine waters, as it is written, “as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven.” So too, through the union of Mah and Ban mentioned above, “it shall give its fruit.”
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That is, there will be revealed the level of “the good that is hidden within it,” that is, the two hun-
dred and eighty-eight sparks that are in it; only it is hidden and clothed, “the wicked surrounds the
righteous”; whereas when it is refined and transformed, the light mentioned above is revealed, so

that “awoman of valor [is] the crown of her husband,” the level that is above the Tikkun, Sag of Sag.
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And this is [the meaning of] “and it shall succeed in that for which I sent it,” to refine the refine-
ments, through “My word that goes out of My mouth,” specifically. For whoever engages in Torah,

the Holy One, blessed be He, sits and studies opposite him, etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/3/ 13



LikuteiTorah.com
THE CHASSIDISHE PARSHA

About this edition

This edition contains the Hebrew text and the English translation.
The Hebrew text of Likkutei Torah: © Kehot Publication Society, via Sefaria, CC BY-NC 4.0; formatting adapted.

Our English translation, made from the Hebrew without Kehot’s notes: CC BY-NC 4.0.

This edition as a whole: CC BY-NC 4.0. Shuls, schools and non-profit projects may copy, print and share it freely, and may
ask for donations to cover the cost of printing; it may never be sold. Credit Kehot Publication Society and likuteitorah.com.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

English translation: prepared for likuteitorah.com with AI assistance (claude-code/opus-5.5) and checked against the Hebrew
and against Sefaria; not yet reviewed by a human editor. Please check anything important against the Hebrew.

The Rebbe asked that the maamarim of the week’s parsha, the “Chassidishe Parsha,” be learned during that week, spread over
its seven days (Sichah of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel 5725 - Toras Menachem vol. 42, pp. 306-309). Why learn it, and the
Rebbe’s brachos: likuteitorah.com/about/the-chassidishe-parsha/

A free, non-commercial project; nothing here is sold. Not affiliated with Kehot, Sefaria or the Lubavitch Library. ©
likuteitorah.com

From likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/3/
DEDICATED IN HONOR OF

Dot TARDTINIW Prxd "% 531 ’?3117?3?! 1IRA7 T23% wIPIn
Dedicated in honor of the Rebbe’s father, Reb Levi Yitzchok

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bechukosai/3/ 14



