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A little additional explanation on the matter of “And you shall count for yourselves,” etc., “fifty
days.” Now, according to what was written above, the matter of the Counting of the Omer is entirely
the drawing down of the level and rank of the fiftieth gate, which is all-inclusive and united in its
source; only, it is drawn down little by little, etc., until it joins and binds “the branches that sepa-
rate,” etc.; see there.
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According to this, what is written, “you shall count fifty days,” is very precise: to say that this count
is the drawing down of the fiftieth gate itself.
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But elsewhere the meaning of “you shall count fifty days” was explained differently: namely, that
the fiftieth day, which is the fiftieth gate, we do not have the power to draw down;
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therefore it has no count; but nevertheless it is drawn down of itself and automatically, and this is

specifically because the drawing down has already been completed in the forty-nine days;
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and therefore it is said, “you shall count fifty days.” And close to this the Ramaz explained, on
Parshas Bereishis (folio 8a), in the passage beginning “is prepared to be.”
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And it may be said that what was explained there is along the lines of what the Ramaz wrote there,
and in Parshas Emor, folio 96: that the Festival of Shavuos (Weeks) is so called because in it the

forty-nine levels that are included in the fiftieth gate are revealed.
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But the seven weeks of the Counting of the Omer are the forty-nine gates of Binah (understanding)
themselves, and not the level of the fiftieth gate (and so it is implied in the Zohar, Part II, Tetzaveh,
183a; and in the Pardes, Shaar HaShearim, chapter 5; and so it is implied by what was written

above, Parshas Yisro, in the discourse beginning “Their appearance and their workings”).
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However, according to what is written [here], it seemingly follows that in the Counting of the Omer,

the “seven Shabbosos” (weeks), besides drawing down the level of the forty-nine gates of Binah, we
further draw down upon them also an illumination of the fiftieth gate as well;
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and this is the matter of “And you shall count for yourselves from the morrow of the Shabbos,” that
is, from the level that is above Shabbos, which is Binah, as is written above in Parshas Emor, in the
discourse beginning “And you shall count for yourselves,” and in the discourse beginning “And

the kohen shall wave the Omer.”
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And according to the words of the Pardes, Shaar HaShearim, chapter 5, the fiftieth gate is Binah it-
self, and the forty-nine gates of Binah are in the seven days of building; and see there, in Erchei

HaKinuyim, the entry “Yovel” and the entry “Shabbos.”
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And since in the Counting of the Omer we draw down the seven lower [Sefiros] of Imma, this is an
illumination of the fiftieth gate, and on Shavuos the very essence of the fiftieth gate is drawn down
and revealed. And also according to what is written in Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar 22, at the beginning of
chapter 1, that in the Counting of the Omer we also draw down the mochin of gadlus (mature intel-
lect) of Abba and Imma (Chochmah and Binah).
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And also according to what is written elsewhere, on the matter of the zimun blessing, concerning
“the wine preserved in its grapes since the six days of Creation”: that in the Counting of the Omer
we draw down the six extremities (vav ketzavos) of Abba, which are enclothed in the six extremities
of Binah. If so, according to this one can say that this, too, is an illumination of the fiftieth gate.

Nevertheless, this requires examination.
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Now, if we say so, the matter of “you shall count fifty days” will be more precise; and likewise what
we say, “Today is two days,” “three days,” and not “the second day,” “the third day,” etc., as men-

tioned above.
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And this does not contradict what is written elsewhere, that the fiftieth gate we do not have the pow-
er to draw down, but rather it is drawn down automatically on the Festival of Shavuos, etc.
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And we must preface what our Sages, of blessed memory, said at the end of the first chapter of

Sotah, on the verse “And no man knows his burial place”: to those who stood above, it appeared to

them below; and to those who stood below, it appeared to them above. And the Maggid, whose soul

is in Eden, explained this.
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For Moshe our teacher, peace be upon him, attained in his lifetime the forty-nine gates of Binah
(understanding), but the fiftieth gate “was not given to Moshe,” as is written in the Gemara and in
the Tikkunim (end of Tikkun 22); and “the righteous are greater in their death than in their life,”
for then he attained the fiftieth gate.
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And this is the matter of “And no man knows his burial place,” and as is written in the Zohar,
Parshas Yisro (folio 89a): “Just as Atika Kadisha is the most hidden of all hidden,” etc.; see there.
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However, the meaning of “to those above it appeared below,” etc., is that the fiftieth gate of Binah is
the intermediary between Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah;
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for Chochmah is the level of ayin (nothing), and Binah is called yesh (something), and the interme-
diary between them, which joins them, is the fiftieth gate. Therefore “to those above,” that is, in re-
lation to the level of ayin itself, it appeared below;
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for since the fiftieth gate is the intermediary between ayin and yesh, it is then below the level of
ayin; and in relation to those below, the level of yesh and comprehension, it appears to be above,

that is, to be the level of ayin itself.
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At any rate, according to this it is explained that the fiftieth gate is the level of an intermediary be-
tween ayin and yesh. And likewise, according to what is written in the Tikkunei Zohar and in Etz
Chaim there, that the fiftieth gate is the Supreme Keser (Keser Elyon), it is also known that Keser is
the intermediary between the Emanator and the emanated, as is written in Etz Chaim (Shaar 41,
chapter 3).
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And see what is written in the explanation on the verse “I am Havayah your G-d” of the section of
tzitzis, on the meaning of “Is Havayah in our midst, or not (ayin)?” (and see the Idra Zuta, folio
288b).
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Now, it is explained in Etz Chaim there that the intermediary is comprised of the two levels be-
tween which it mediates: that is, in Keser there are two aspects. The first aspect is the lowest level
of the Emanator, and the second aspect is the root of all the emanated, that is, it includes them all

as one, etc.
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And along these lines, in every level of Keser there are these two aspects; as in the Keser of Z’eir

Anpin (the emotive attributes), which is formed from the Tiferes (beauty) of Imma, there are also

these two aspects:
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the first is called the lowest level of the higher one; the second is called the root and head of the
lower one. And this is the matter of the three thirds that are in the Tiferes of Imma, etc. And see

Mishnas Chassidim, at its beginning, on this matter.
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And so too in the matter of the fiftieth gate, which is the intermediary between the forty-nine gates
of Binah and what is above Binah.
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And as is explained, in it and through it the forty-nine gates are united with their Emanator,
blessed be He, which is the revelation of “Anochi: who I am.” If so, there are in it the two aspects:

the lower aspect in it is what includes all the forty-nine gates as one,
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like what is written in Etz Chaim, that the aspect in Keser called the root of the emanated has in it
the root of all ten Sefiros, in concealment and great subtlety, such that it is impossible for an em-

anated being to be more subtle than it,
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and far, far above the essence of the forty-nine gates that were afterward drawn from it, which is

like the drawing forth of the Ten Sefiros from the root of the emanated.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/14/ 7
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However, of the upper aspect of the fiftieth gate of Binah one cannot say that it is the root of the
forty-nine gates, for it is entirely above the bounds of the gates of Binah, since it is not within the

bounds of understanding and comprehension.

,ODIRY °7 91X 12 RIT 995 11°2 RD°DN 7awnn 1797 PUXRHNAY 710NN N2 N0 v 121939
And this is the matter that in Keser there is the lowest level of the Emanator, whom “no thought can
grasp” at all: it is the level of “Anochi: who I am.”
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And from this it will also be understood why it is sometimes said that the fiftieth gate we have no
power to draw down at all, but rather it is drawn down of itself and automatically on the Festival of

Shavuos.
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And here it was explained that the Counting of the Omer is the drawing down of the level and rank
of the fiftieth gate, etc. And this is as was explained elsewhere on the meaning of “My holiness is

above your holiness”:
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that what we have the power to draw down through an arousal from below (isarusa dilesata), by ful-
filling the mitzvos, is from the lower aspect of Keser, which is called the root of the emanated; and
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this is the matter of “your holiness,” “who has sanctified us with His commandments.”
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But the aspect in Keser that is the lowest level of the Emanator, this we cannot draw down; and this
is the matter of “My holiness is above your holiness,” that is to say, that this is drawn down after-

ward from above as a gift, etc.
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And possibly along these lines one may also explain what we say on Shabbos and Yom Tov, “Sancti-
fy us with Your commandments,” even though we say “who has sanctified us with His command-

ments,” [meaning] that He has already sanctified us, etc.
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So too in the matter of the Counting of the Omer and the Festival of Shavuos: even according to
what is written here, that through the Counting of the Omer we may also draw down from the level
of the fiftieth gate, this is indeed only its lower aspect, that is, the aspect in it that includes the
forty-nine gates;
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and this we draw down little by little in the days of the Counting of the Omer;
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and this is the matter of “Today is two days,” “Today is three days,” etc.
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But its upper aspect, which is above the root of the forty-nine gates, this we have no power to draw
down at all; rather, after we count and draw down the aspect that includes the forty-nine gates, and
this is the matter of “Today is forty-nine days,” etc., then automatically and of itself its upper as-
pect is revealed afterward, on the Festival of Shavuos, etc., which is the matter of the revelation of

the lowest level of the Emanator.
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However, [we need] to understand how one can say that the fiftieth gate is the intermediary be-

tween Chochmah and Binah,

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/14/ 9

10



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 14 [nhENakl7Zals i le] Djb [a}gln}le)] Pjy by 92182 °0N Uyn

TPWT IR (o0 vy TP Q20PN RPN LI0RD RIAW RT3 ARDOY 100 2230 13°°07 09319099
9% N0 RIT DOwRnT

and that “to those above,” that is, in relation to the supernal Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), it ap-
pears to be below. But do not the Tikkunim and Etz Chaim say that the fiftieth gate is the Supreme
Keser?
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But in any case, even without this, we need to understand how one can say that it is the Supreme
Keser and also the fiftieth gate of Binah.
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And from the Ramaz on Parshas Bereishis there, and on Parshas Pinchas, folio 253, it is implied
that what is said, that it is the Supreme Keser (Keser Elyon), means the Keser of Z’eir Anpin (the
emotive attributes), which is drawn to it from the level of the fiftieth gate of Binah (understanding)
itself.
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And if so, according to this one can also say that this fiftieth gate is an intermediary between
Chochmah (wisdom) and Binah. However, even according to the plain sense of the wording of the
Tikkunim, that it means the Supreme Keser itself, it is nevertheless possible to say that it is an in-

termediary between Chochmah, which is the level of ayin, and the level of Binah,
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according to what is written in the book Emek HaMelech, Shaar 9, that the level of ayin is

Chochmah, and it is above the level of Arich, which is the level of Binah, etc.
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And so it is in the Arizal’s explanation of the Idra, concerning “that path that divides into the 613
paths of the Torah” (in the Idra, folio 129a).
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And these are his words: “And know that this skull (gulgalta), which surrounds the brain, is Binah,
which is a chamber for Chochmah,” etc.
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If so, it can well be said that the fiftieth gate of Binah is the intermediary between ayin and the level
of Binah. And see what is written further on the matter of ayin in the explanation on the verse “You
shall keep My Sabbaths.”
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(One may further resolve what is said in the Tikkunim, that the Supreme Keser “is the completion
of the fifty gates of Binah,” according to what was explained in Parshas Lech Lecha, that the revela-
tion of Atik is specifically in Binah; and this is the matter of the hei that was added to Avraham, [so
that] from Av-ram, which is the supernal Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), [he became| Avraham, etc.

And close to this the Pardes resolved it, there, chapter 7.)
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Now, according to what was explained in the name of the Maggid, whose soul is in Eden, that the
fiftieth gate is the intermediary between Binah, which is the level of yesh, and Chochmah, which is
the level of ayin, the matter of the Counting of the Omer will be understood: that it is from the bar-

ley harvest to the wheat harvest.
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For the matter of se’orah (barley) [as] shiur hei (a measure of five), which is the matter of the soul’s
comprehension, “each one according to his own measure”: the root of this drawing down is from
the level of Binah.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/14/ 11
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But wheat, which is the matter of the drawing down of the hidden Daas (knowledge) that is above
the Daas that is comprehended and understood, this is the level of Chochmah; and as is explained
elsewhere (in the discourse beginning “To understand what is said in the Haggadah, ‘This
matzah’”), the matter of the mochin (intellect) of Abba, which are far, far above the mochin of
Imma.
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And the intermediary between them is the fiftieth gate of Binah; and this is the matter of the
Counting of the Omer, which is the drawing down of the fiftieth gate to the level of barley, etc.,

along the lines mentioned above.

YW ©PRD RO I AOWRM DOWANT YWD 973 D92OWNAN [myn nrsoaw] YPIE0W AR BYY 1IM
VYA IV AT (b vl 270 oo y) Y 1D YRINANM DOWANT YWD 07209 DIwp wan a0l
MY PI0DIY NPNIR 7R 11377 099K NINRaY NN

Now, according to what was said, that in the Counting of the Omer we also draw down from the fifti-
eth gate, and this drawing down is to the forty-nine gates of Binah themselves, to bind them and
join them to the fiftieth gate, the intermediary, etc.: according to this it may be said that this is the
matter of the forty-nine words in the psalm “May G-d be gracious to us” and the forty-nine letters

in the verse “Let them rejoice.”
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That is, they allude to the forty-nine gates of Binah and to these forty-nine levels included in the
fiftieth gate, which, through the Counting of the Omer, we draw down from the forty-nine levels in
the fiftieth gate to the forty-nine gates of Binah, in order to raise them to their source and root and
to unite them with their Emanator, blessed be He.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/bamidbar/14/ 12



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BAMIDBAR - MAAMAR 14 [nhENakl7Zals i le] Djb [a}gln}le)] Pjy by 92182 °0N Uyn

AN (A2 mmome] 3PN L1232 TMYWY 3TN 02T 1R5032 KIT AT RNK 7170 W 17V 1903)
:(*19 721K PRI X N2 1IP°NT 8V 9UAR WY (oun)

(In the book Emek HaMelech, Shaar 7, chapter 5, it is stated that wheat is in the Chochmah of the
World of Tohu (Chaos), and barley in the Binah. And from the Chochmah and Binah mentioned,

there were made afterward, in the World of Tikkun (Rectification), the level of ayin and Arich Anpin,

etc.)
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