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An explanation of the verse “He has not beheld.” Now, Yaakov is drawn from the Yesod (founda-
tion) of Abba [which is enclothed in Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes), and breaks through and
emerges outside Z’eir Anpin,
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and from this the level of Yaakov came into being]. And he is drawn down and descends into [the

worlds of] Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah to refine the refinements (birurim) of nogah throughout all

“the six days of work.”
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And this is the meaning of Yaakov: yud-akev (a yud [and] a heel), that the yud, which is the level of

the Yesod of Abba, is drawn down to the level of the heel (akev), that is, Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,

to refine there the refinements of nogah.
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[For “by Chochmah (wisdom) they are refined.” And see in Parshas Vayishlach, on the verse “And a
man wrestled,” on the matter of “that he could not prevail against him,” [which is] because Yaakov

is the illumination of the Yesod of Abba, etc.; see there.
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And it is further explained elsewhere, on the verse “And Yaakov blessed,” that “Yaakov did not
die”: that is, he was not in the state of shattering at all; and from there this power comes down, to

elevate the sparks, etc.
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And this matter is as is written in Etz Chaim and in Otzros Chaim: that Yaakov was formed from the
back aspect (achorayim) of Abba, which did not fall into Beriah; and therefore death is not men-

tioned regarding them, etc.
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And in this lies his superiority even over the level of Z’eir Anpin, which is the six extremities (vav

ketzavos) of Atzilus as a whole, in which the shattering of the vessels (sheviras hakeilim) took place.

And now it is well [understood] that the refinement is through Yaakov, etc.]
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Now, “G-d has made the one opposite the other”: for just as there is Chochmah (wisdom) in holi-
ness, namely the level of Abba and Imma, from where Yaakov was taken, so in the sitra achra (the
other side) there also came into being a Chochmah of kelipah (the husk), in the manner of the ma-

gicians of Egypt, or as it is written, “They are wise to do evil.”
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Now, “when this one rises, that one falls”: that is, through the revelation of the Chochmah of holi-

ness, which is the level of yud-akev, the external wisdom of the sitra achra is then nullified as a

matter of course.
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And this is “He has not beheld iniquity (aven) in Yaakov.” The meaning: aven is the Chochmah of
kelipah, from the expression “and the man of iniquity (aven), his thoughts,” which are the evil

thoughts that come from the wisdom mentioned above.
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It cannot behold the level of Yaakov at all, which is in the revelation of the Chochmah of holiness;

for the light drives away the darkness, etc.
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And so it is below, in the service of G-d: during all the weekdays one must be at the level of Yaakov,
to refine the refinements through prayer, by which one draws down the revelation of the yud, the
level of Chochmah, and the desire of the heart (re’usa deliba) into the level of the heels; and
through “Turn away from evil and do good” [and see what is written above, on the verse “And
Yaakov settled”].
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And then “He has not beheld iniquity in Yaakov,” as mentioned above. On Shabbos, however, it is
written, “nor has He seen toil (amal) in Yisrael.” For in the level of Yaakov
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there is found the aspect of toil: “Man is born to toil.” This is the labor and exertion to refine the re-
finements of nogah; for he descends from his place into the level of the heels, to refine there. And

this is the meaning of “Six days shall you labor (taavod).”
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It is like, by way of analogy, the tanning (ibud) of hides, which is called avodah (work): for it re-
quires work and exertion until they are changed from their original nature into another nature, so
that they will be fit
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to make shoes from them, and the like. And likewise, so too is the matter of the refinements of no-
gah, “to turn darkness into light”: when one eats and prays with the strength of the eating, this is

avodah, to change them from their nature,
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and to make “something” (yesh) into “nothing” (ayin), which changes the order of the chain of de-
scending worlds (hishtalshelus). Therefore this is the level of work and toil. And therefore it is said
of Shabbos,

APY° N33 RP1T 7°°W1 KX AN Jony ma X AwYAn Nt nYwaw Y9on naw 13 0o

“for on it He rested,” which implies that the six days of work are the level of toil. And this is found,

and pertains, specifically at the level of Yaakov.
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But in Yisrael there is no aspect of toil. The explanation is as is written in Pri Etz Chaim: that on
weekdays there is the union (zivug) of Yaakov and Rachel, and then
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there is the work of the refinements: they descend into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah to refine, and
afterwards they ascend into Atzilus at the time of prayer, etc. But on Shabbos there is the union of
Yisrael and Rachel. Yisrael is Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes).
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That is: on Shabbos the vessels of Atzilus do not descend to refine in Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah,
which is the level of Yaakov, yud-akev; rather, on the contrary, the refinements that were refined
during the weekdays ascend to be included in Atzilus, for on Shabbos there are the ascents of the
worlds. And this is the level of Yisrael: shir E-1 (the song of E-1),
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which is the level of song and elevation. For every ascent is through song; and this is the elevation
of the level of E-1, which comes about from the returning light (or chozer) of the refinements. And
through this one draws down mayin duchrin (masculine waters) from a high place, that is, the rev-
elation of the supernal delight, that they “delight in Havayah.”
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[And it can be said that the meaning of shir E-1 is as was explained on the verse “Sing to Havayah a
new song (shir).” For when the mayin nukvin (feminine waters) of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are
refined and ascend to be included in the mayin duchrin of [the world of] Tikkun,
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it is then called “a new song” (shirah chadashah), shirah being a feminine term; for Beriah,
Yetzirah and Asiyah are generally called “the world of the Nukva” (alma deNukva) relative to
Atzilus.
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And it is called “a new song” because this is a new thing: that something which fell in the shatter-
ing into nogah should be included and should ascend on high into the supernal holiness of Atzilus.
And likewise the ascent of Malchus (sovereignty), when it ascends from Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah
to Atzilus, is called shirah, a feminine term.
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But shir, a masculine term, is the ascent of the male (dechar) itself, that is, the elevation of the level
of Z’eir Anpin: that the vessels of Z’eir Anpin should receive from the lights of Abba themselves,
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that is, the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof) that rests in Chochmah. And this is an ascent that is not
through refinements at all, but only an ascent and an increase of light of holiness itself,
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as it will be in the Time to Come, when the refinement is completed, and “I will remove the spirit of
impurity,” etc., and there will be no evil at all; and even so there will be ascents within holiness
itself;
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and as there is a semblance and likeness of this even in the present time, on Shabbos: for the as-
cent of Shabbos is not through refinements, as on weekdays,
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for on Shabbos selecting (borer) is forbidden. Except that, nevertheless, the ascent of Shabbos is
through the refinements of the weekdays, as the saying goes, “One who toiled on Erev Shabbos,”

etc.
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But in the Time to Come, “for the day that is entirely Shabbos,” the ascent will not be through re-
finements at all; and this ascent is called by the name shir, a masculine term, the level of the male
(dechar), etc.
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And according to this it can be said that the ascent of Shabbos is called shir E-1 because it is an as-
cent of holiness itself, not through refinements as on the weekdays, etc. And this is as is written in
Etz Chaim, at the end of Sha’ar 30: “And Z’eir Anpin is called E-1,” etc.; see there.
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However, it can also be said, in explaining shir E-I, that it is named for the ascent of Malchus (sov-
ereignty); see in the Zohar, Parshas Bereishis [(19a), and in the Mikdash Melech there|. And this is

why, regarding the level of Yisrael, it is said, “for you have striven (sarisa) with Elokim.”
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And the explanation is this: it is known that there are 120 combinations of [the Name] Elokim in the
worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah, in the mystery of “Elokim reigns over the nations” [that is,

from the Z’eir Anpin of Beriah to the end of the Malchus of Asiyah there are 120 combinations
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of Elokim, as is written at the end of the book Mavo She’arim; and see in Etz Chaim, Sha’ar
HaShemos]. And they are drawn from the level of the Malchus of Atzilus, which is called the Name
Elokim, which is the level of the lower unity (yichuda tata’ah), which conceals, so that the world ap-
pears as something (yesh).
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But the level of Yisrael, which is the level of the Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus, holds sway and rules over the
Name Elokim, so that it should not conceal
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the Infinite Light (Or Ein Sof), blessed be He [and see elsewhere, in the explanation on “The
mezuzah on the right and the Chanukah lamp on the left,” on the meaning of “For I know that

Havayabh is great, and our L-rd is above all Elokim,” etc.].
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Now, through the chain of descent (hishtalshelus) of the 120 combinations of Elokim, there is nur-
ture also for the external forces and the seventy princes; and of this it is said, “And a man wrestled
with him,” etc.,
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that is, with the level of Yaakov, which descends into Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah to refine, etc.; and
this is the level of war. And even so, “he could not prevail against him.”
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But all this applies only to the level of Yaakov; at the level of Yisrael, war does not apply, for in the
Z’eir Anpin of Atzilus there is no nurture whatsoever for the seventy princes and the external

forces, etc. And this is “nor has He seen toil in Yisrael.”
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[And so it is in man, with the revelation of this level on Shabbos, which is the level of shir E-1, “love
in delights,” which is the level of Knesses Yisrael (the Congregation of Israel), which receives from

the supernal Yisrael, etc.
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And as is explained elsewhere, on the verse “Remember what Amalek did to you”: then, as a matter

of course, you will wipe out all the evil emotive attributes (middos), for they have no nurture at all,
etc.]
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“Havayah his G-d (Elokav) is with him”: the meaning is that Havayah [and] Elokim are the level of

Abba and Imma of Atzilus, which are actually “with him,” with Z’eir Anpin, being enclothed in him

as actual inner light (or pnimi); whereas on weekdays they are above him, as encompassing light

(or makif).

0°11°%y AN 0°8°Pn D°3WN1 noap 7] B”R P2 Naw2 AWyl A 0°2°Pnn PR2nw R 173y

DAY [xap111 172IR 739 o) m"?y TIY I”AR WO DINR T PAD NAWA WY [oeon vy *192] 17YDA 3)
(°2 10 TP Wnn [(xmox) xax] K™IR mrmb o°ooynnY Ty

And the explanation is that the encompassing lights (makifim) of the weekdays become, on
Shabbos, inner light, and higher encompassing lights are drawn down. (And see Pri Etz Chaim,
Sha’ar HaShabbos, chapter 7. However, afterwards there are further ascents of Z’eir Anpin and

Nukva on Shabbos, until they rise to the actual place of Abba and Imma, and further, etc. For)
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this is the ultimate purpose of the ascents of the worlds: that the encompassing lights should be-
come inner ones, and higher encompassing lights should be drawn down [see on this in the expla-

nation on the verse “[In days| to come Yaakov will take root; Yisrael will bud and blossom,”
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above, at the end of Parshas Shemos]. And as is known, on weekdays there is the union of Havayah

and Elokim, and on Shabbos there is the union of Havayah and Ehe-yeh, which is from the level of
Keser (the Crown); see Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar 19, chapter 4.
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“And the King’s teru’ah is in him”: [teru’ah] in the sense of “You will break them (teroem) with a
rod,” which is the sweetening of the judgments; and in the sense of friendship (rei’us) and affec-
tion, that is, as it is written, “In the light of the King’s face is life”: that is, that then the 375 lights
(nehorin) are drawn into Malchus, which is “the light of the King’s face,” the level of the shining of

the face, etc.
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But now we need to understand: it was explained above that although Yaakov is below the level of
Yisrael, which is Z’eir Anpin, he nevertheless also has a superior quality, etc., as was mentioned
above in the explanation on “Who has counted the dust of Yaakov,” etc.
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If so, how is it possible to reconcile this with what is written here, that the weekday is the level of
Yaakov and Shabbos is the level of Yisrael?
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For heaven forbid to say that there is a level on weekdays that is not on Shabbos, G-d forbid! But in
truth there is no difficulty at all. For apart from [the fact] that, in any case, the level of Z’eir Anpin is
above the level of Yaakov
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in general; and see the Arizal’s Likkutei Torah on Tehillim, chapter 78, on the verse “He estab-
lished a testimony in Yaakov,” etc.; and it is also stated that the root of Z’eir Anpin is higher even
than Abba and Imma, as is known from the matter of “Z’eir Anpin is bound to and hangs upon
Atika,” etc.
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But there is more: this superior quality in the level of Yaakov is his being from the Yesod (founda-
tion) of Abba; yet this very level is also found on Shabbos in Z’eir Anpin, with greater eminence.
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For on Shabbos Z’eir Anpin ascends and enclothes the very essence of the lights of Abba, until Z’eir
Anpin is then found at the actual rank of Abba, as is written in Pri Etz Chaim regarding the Musaf of
Shabbos, in the explanation of “a remembrance of the work of creation.” It follows that on Shabbos
there are both advantages: that is, the level of Z’eir Anpin when it enclothes the very essence of
Abba.
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And the explanation of these levels in the service of G-d: it is known that there are two levels, the
level of a servant and the level of a son. And although, in general, the level of a son is higher,
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he being one who serves out of love, nevertheless in one respect there is also a superior quality in
the level of a servant, which is the level of self-nullification (bittul) above reason and comprehensi-
ble knowledge [and see on the verse “For with You is the source of life,” and in Parshas Shelach, on

the verse “And now, let [the strength of my L-rd] be great”], etc.
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And as is also known from the matter of “With Chochmah (wisdom) He founded the earth”: that the
lower awe (yirah tata’ah) has its root in the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah); and therefore,
specifically “with this (zos) shall Aharon come,” etc. And this is the advantage that the level of

Yaakov, who is called “My servant,” has over the level of Yisrael, who is called “son.”
LTV N2 WO (27 178pT) [7'?3 B 9712 RNOKR 137 R .°1nan 22 ory 131?1
Therefore one must have both levels. However, it is stated in the Zohar, Parshas Balak (195b), that
there are two levels of servant:
W7D 1°39M M2 [yaw nxp] WP R O%NI%2 [1owy nnnwa) ¥29W A0 [Aana7 opiona] 1771002 N
119 119177 X2 1901 TP 2090 N1NIN 0T 1°1¥2 R”12

the first in Pesukei deZimra (the Verses of Praise), the second in the Shemoneh Esreh, and between
them is the Shema, etc. And the explanation is as is written elsewhere on the matter of the four let-

ters of the Name Havayah: the yud is dechilu (awe) and the hei is rechimu (love), etc.
IRT% 121 R 0 DRD° MIsnN D"’P'? %% [0 opion] PTI0D NYW [rrari 2ano3) 5719RT102 RNOXY
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And it is stated in the writings of the Arizal that at the time of Pesukei deZimra one must fulfill the
mitzvah of the awe of G-d; and this is the lower awe, which is from the level of the final hei of the

Name Havayah. And this is the level of the first servant in the Zohar.
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And this is the level of “Yaakov My servant.” And afterwards, in the blessings of the Shema and in
the Shema, “And you shall love (ve’ahavta)” [is numerically] twice or (light): these are two levels of
rechimu (love), and this is the level of a son, as is written in Sefer Shel Beinonim, chapter 44, in the

name of the Raaya Mehemna: “like a son,” etc.,
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“who loves them more than his own self and his soul.” And this is the matter of self-sacrifice
(mesirus nefesh) at “One” [and see in the discourse beginning “A Song of Ascents: From the
depths,” that although a son below is not obligated to give up his life for his father, etc., yet in the

analogue above, etc.; see there].
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And afterwards, the Shemoneh Esreh: this is the level of the higher awe (yirah ila’ah), which is
above even the level of the great love (ahavah rabbah) of the level of a son; for Binah (understand-
ing) is the level of great love, and it is called ben Yah (son of Yah).
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But this higher awe is the level of the higher Chochmah (Chochmah Ila’ah), and it is the yud of the

Name Havayah, “in which awe (dechilu) dwells”; and this is the level of the second servant.
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And this is “My servant Moshe.” And Yaakov, yud-akev, is an illumination from this level of the

yud, which is drawn to the level of the heel, in the manner of “With Chochmah (wisdom) He found-
ed the earth.” But the essence of the level of the yud is the level of “My servant Moshe,” etc.
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And see elsewhere, on the verse “And great shall be the peace of your children (banayich)”: do not
read banayich (your children), which is the level of a son, but bonayich (your builders), etc.,
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which is the level of the second servant: these are the Torah scholars (talmidei chachamim), who
receive from the level of Chochmah; and this is the study of the Torah in the mode of self-nullifica-
tion (bittul), etc.

likuteitorah.com/likkutei-torah/balak/4/ 13

16

17



LIKKUTEI TORAH - PARSHAS BALAK - MAAMAR 4 TWNI RIT APY° 1A VA KD 7Y NI,

MW’ N3 M 13907 T72Y °N22 973 RITW IR 12 °PAw DRAW N2 RITW NAw Iy 12 M)
A9 DRI TR T2V 03 P70 NANNA W WS NawT NUINwA 00IRIR 1RY 1 073y

And through this the matter of Shabbos will be understood: it is the level of Yisrael, who is called
“son,” but it is also at the level of a servant, that is, the level and rank of “My servant Moshe.” And
this is what we say in the Shacharis of Shabbos: “Moshe rejoiced in the gift of his portion, for You

called him a faithful servant.”
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That is: the level of a son is elevated to be also at the level and rank of the second servant, and this
is the level of “a faithful servant,” etc. And this is the matter of Z’eir Anpin (the emotive attributes),
which is called ben Yah (son of Yah), enclothing the very essence of the lights of Abba, etc., which

is the higher awe.
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And this higher awe is also included with joy, as it is written, “And all hearts shall fear You,” and
even so, “and all innermost parts and kidneys shall sing to Your Name,” etc.
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And this is “Moshe rejoiced,” etc., “for a faithful servant,” etc. And see in the discourse beginning
“Know this day,” and see what is written at the end of the discourse beginning “And these are the

names of the children of Israel,” etc.
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