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And Abraham was old, well stricken in age; and the L-RD

.had blessed Abraham in all things
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In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the L-rd sitting upon

.a throne high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple
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And He said: ‘Thou canst not see My face, for man shall not

".see Me and live
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with him do I speak mouth to mouth, even manifestly, and
not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the L-RD doth he
behold; wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against
"?My servant, against Moses
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I have also spoken unto the prophets, And I have multiplied

visions; And by the ministry of the prophets have I used

.similitudes
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Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and

say unto them: Ye shall be holy; for I the L-RD your G-d am

‘holy
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I beheld Till thrones were placed, And one that was ancient

of days did sit: His raiment was as white snow, And the hair

of his head like pure wool; His throne was fiery flames, and

.the wheels thereof burning fire
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and

.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
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And the L-RD G-d said: ‘It is not good that the man should

".be alone; I will make him a help meet for him
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Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, And gaze upon king
Solomon, Even upon the crown wherewith his mother hath
crowned him in the day of his espousals, And in the day of
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Who is the man that desireth life, and loveth days, That he

?may see good therein
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This is at variance with the opinion of R. Abbahu who said :
The place which the penitent occupy, the perfectly righteous
are unable to occupy ; as it is said, "Peace, peace to him that
is far off and to him that is near" — "to him that is far off
[from G-d]" first, and then "to him that is near." But R.
Johanan can reply : What means "To him that is far off"? To
him who was far off from transgression from the first ; and

... what

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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Ye shall therefore keep My statutes, and Mine ordinances,

.which if a man do, he shall live by them: I am the L-RD
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And I gave them My statutes, and taught them Mine ordi-

.nances, which if a man do, he shall live by them
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Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any

.people
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It was a favourite saying of Rab : Not like this world is the
world to come. In the world to come there is neither eating
nor drinking; no procreation of children or business transac-
tions; no envy or hatred or rivalry ; but the righteous sit en-
throned, their crowns on their heads, and enjoy the lustre of
the Shekinah; as it is said, "And they beheld G-d, and did eat
.and drink" (Exod. xxiv. 1I)
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Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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For the commandment is a lamp, and the teaching is light,
;And reproofs of instruction are the way of life
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
IR NP, 1 73

Rl 33) «cesl Sl gl ‘(Havayah ) Sosle eU f«_l_)%»
ola (el sas azangs (Elokim ,29p%K) @°p9% »U [(maamar)
R ¢l Gl

o2 vswn Proverbs 20:27

W0 WHN 27X Nl 1T )

The spirit of man is the lamp of the L-RD, searching all the

.inward parts
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G-d, then G-d stretches out His right hand to him to receive
and welcome him with love. Everything in the world depends
on the will; spirit rouses spirit, and the spirit in man turned
yearningly in love to Him brings down the Divine Spirit.
When a man’s love to the Holy One is roused, the “right

... ’hand
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And this shall be peace: when the Assyrian shall come into
our land, and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall
we raise up against him seven shepherds and eight princes
among men” (Micah 5:4). Who are the “seven shepherds”? —
David in the middle, Adam, Seth and Methuselah on his
right, and Abraham, Jacob and Moses on his left. And who
are the “eight princes among men”? — Yishai, Shaul, Shmuel,

.Amos, Zephaniah, Zedekiah, the Messiah, and Elijah
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For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a

law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they

;should make them known to their children
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And thou shalt love the L-RD thy G-d with all thy heart, and
.with all thy soul, and with all thy might
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Hence, “Thou shalt love” is the first outstretching of the right
hand to love the Holy One, blessed be He, with that close at-
tachment which the right hand symbolizes. If a man loves
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As in water face answereth to face, So the heart of man to
.man
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I have loved you, saith the L-RD. Yet ye say: ‘Wherein hast

Thou loved us?” Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? Saith the

;L-RD; Yet I loved Jacob
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gath-

ered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb

with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O

friends; Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) - IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And above the firmament that was over their heads was the
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone;
and upon the likeness of the throne was a likeness as the ap-

.pearance of a man upon it above
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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And this shall be peace: When the Assyrian shall come into
our land, And when he shall tread in our palaces, Then shall
we raise against him seven shepherds, And eight princes

.among men
Migra according to the Masorah (CC-BY-SA) « IPS 1917 (Public Domain)
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that there came a messenger unto Job, and said: ‘The oxen
;were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them
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But thou, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, The

;seed of Abraham My friend
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And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the G-d of thy father,
and serve Him with a whole heart and with a willing mind;
for the L-RD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the
imaginations of the thoughts; if thou seek Him, He will be
found of thee; but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off
for ever
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Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have'
.mingled
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I delight to do Thy will, O my G-d; yea, Thy law is in my in-
".most parts
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I delight to do Thy will, O my G-d; yea, Thy law is in my in-
".most parts
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know this day, and lay it to thy heart, that the L-RD, He is
G-d in heaven above and upon the earth beneath; there is
.none else
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R. Johanan also said in the name of R. Simeon b. Johai :

R7o1% 2T P2 w109 Greater is the service of Torah than its study : as it is said,
"Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the
hands of Elijah" (II Kings iii. 11). It is not mentioned that he
studied [with Elijah] but that he poured water. That teaches
.that its service is greater than its study
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And the L-RD passed by before him, and proclaimed: ‘The

L-RD, the L-RD, G-d, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,

;and abundant in goodness and truth
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It also happened with R. Hannina b. Dosa that he went to
Torah with Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai. The son of Rabban
Johanan b. Zakkai fell ill, and he said to him, "Hannina, my
son ! Pray on his behalf that he may live" R. Hannina laid his
head between his knees, and prayed on his behalf, and he re-
covered. Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai said, "Were Ben Zakkai
to press his head between his knees all the day long, no no-

... tice would be taken of him." His wife said to

William Davidson, Vocalized Aramaic (CC-BY-NC) - Tractate Berakot by A.
Cohen, Cambridge University Press, 1921 (Public Domain)
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And this shall be peace: When the Assyrian shall come into
our land, And when he shall tread in our palaces, Then shall
we raise against him seven shepherds, And eight princes

.among men
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;hearing of his ears
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For His mercy is great toward us; And the truth of the L-RD

.endureth for ever. Hallelujah
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For Thou art my lamp, O L-RD; And the L-RD doth lighten

.my darkness
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from Understanding, for it says: “to perceive the words of un-
J’derstanding” and “forsake not the Torah of thy mother
The Zohar; London, Soncino Press, 1933 (Public Domain)
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These are the breaks between the sections: between the first
blessing and the second, between the second and “Shema,”
between “Shema” and “And it shall come to pass if you lis-
ten” between “And it shall come to pass if you listen” and
“And the L-rd said” and between “And the L-rd said” and

“Emet veYatziv” (true and firm). Rabbi Judah says: between
“And the L-rd said” and “Emet veYatziv” one should not in-
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They compass me about, yea, they compass me about; Verily,

.in the name of the L-RD I will cut them off
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It is better to take refuge in the L-RD Than to trust in

.princes
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According to R. Judah, “father” represents Wisdom
(Hokhmah) and “mother” Understanding (Binah). Said R.
Judah: ‘Both interpretations mean one and the same thing,
for we have been taught that the Torah emanated from the
Supernal Wisdom.” R. Jose said that the Torah emanated
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They compass me about, yea, they compass me about; Verily,
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terrupt. Rabbi Joshua ben Korhah said: Why was the section
... of “Shema” placed before that of “And it
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keeping mercy unto the thousandth generation, forgiving in-
iquity and transgression and sin; and that will by no means
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third
".and unto the fourth generation
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And the L-RD said unto Moses: ‘Is the L-RD’S hand waxed
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If not, hearken thou unto me; Hold thy peace, and I will

.teach thee wisdom
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